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chiefly refer to the labora of the Rev, W, C. Burus.
Althungh Mr - Burns ie not a M esioaury on the
roll of tists Comitgiie+, he has viaited coantry set-
te e s whenever lus nuinerous cagagenicats in
Mantreal would permit.  In Februnty he paid a
visit to La Chute, 8t Andrews, und to ssvetnl
etativus 1y Cleneary, a1l duning the moath of
March ad April lnat, he was principally engigeld
1 French Canadian Districts, preaching sa the
ow i lauguage to the Frach Caoad ana, and seck-
g vut notadew protestant eettlers who have been
hren ind from the ohs~r.atton of the charch, by
the surrounding tasses of the prolessed adherents
af thel'spacy Since i return fiem he o diste C18,
lie has b en engaged preachiag the Gospel in Moae
treal both 1n the open mir, and 10 the etated places
of warsip, ‘T'he vimt of the [tev. Mr. Bonar o
Latbert, 10 Melbourae, s the Lastern Towaships
ubout the dth of May, has given, it 1s hoped, »
new impulse to- the exertions of the alliercats to
our Synod in that quarter, bt they staud much 1n
neel of the services of a eettied pasior
Having thus goue oser generally the effurts
whicis iave been made 1n this section of the Chiurch
to praach tire Gospel to those who seldom hear 1ts
glad sound—ut remuna, in the svcond place, 10
nuinber up briefly what vacant stations now depenid
oa the Church, through thus Comunitter, for the
preaching of the woid—and the Commitice would
here again beg 1o state that they cannot give an
adequate view of the wants of the very wile field
which the bounus of this Preshytery embrace,—
much ol 1t is as yet uneaplored—the means of in-
formation, and ihe number of missionaries have
been very Iimited, and they can but naine a few
statinns which hiave cotae under their uotice, and
to supply which, of Mrn Leisimas goes to
Huntingdon, they have xo missionary at their dig.
posalelet. 8t. Eustachs and Grand Franicre—
1Wo most 1ter sting stations-=the adhicrenta there
have stood fitm to their principics—some of them
for years, and cluim specinl core at the hauds of the
Churche=thiey have been liberat contributors to the
Mussionary Fund of this Commutter. 24, Van
cleck Hill—the only sintion in Giengary with
with which the memnbhers of Conumittee are much
acquainted,a call has been sent 1o the Free Church
for a minister who can preach Gacelic and English,
and a salary guaranteed of £120 per aznum,  3d.
Vaudrenile=a mission station abiout 40 miles from
Moutreal—wvery much isolated and very destitute.
The Committee have been able to give but one
Sabbath's ssrvice at that place. 4ith. Chateau.
gusy Basin——a mission station about 20 miles from
Montreal, where a good congregation can be col-
lected, but’ where the Comniittee have been able
to give supply on two Sabbathsonly. S5th. North
and South Georgetowa—stations in the Chateau-
guay Dustricis, which could be formed into a sirong
aud united congregation, 6th. Beachridge—a very
destitute station, where the seitlers are mostly
Gaelie Highlanders—=the Committee have been
able 1o give them hut one Sabbath day’s service ;
they have a church and manse : and the Seigneur
would give £30 towards the sapport of a minis-
ter.  7th. Missisqaoi District-—a wide field, which
is now completely vacaat—the Rev. H. Taylor,
Iate Missionary there, is naw a_clergyman of the
8eottish Establishment. The Commitiee hope 10
be betteracquainted with that district coon ; mean-
time they Know little mote than that i1 is com.
pletely destitate.  8th. Lingwick, Victoria Set-
tlement, Eastera Townthips—a settlement of more
than 500 Highlanders, who, since they came to
Canads, have enjoyed no other privileges than the
services of a pious Catéchistand Teacher, who are
partly supported by the Edinburgh Ladies Colo-
nial Asgocintion, and the sam= active boly have
promised - their assistance in procuring for these
poor bat interestiog’ setilers & Gaslic minister as
.soonaspracticable. 9th. Melbourne, Animpor.
mot central point for the whole Eustern Town-
ehips, and one where a. Free Chaorch Minister
wonld be wiilingly heard, and bave n large cons

gregation  Both the Gaelie and Fagish lan- .

guaes would be requisite for & minister eestled in
Meivourne.  L0ih. Rawdon, L'Assomsption, &e.,
are at present temporanly supplicd by Mr. Gray,
but 13 Nuvemb.r next, tiey will vlso require Mis.
sinnary supply.

Arcund Quebee there are numerous atationr,
such as Invernese, Leede, Valcartier, &c., which
Are at present vacant, but the members of this
Comnuttee are not sufliciently acquainted with
these stations to report more fully with respect to
them.  Around Mantresl thete are numerous
preaching etatione, as ulso in the suburbs of that
ciy uselfy, which would fully occupy an active
tmssionary, and these numerous dutics no settled
mmister 12 Montreal, however zealous and Jubo-
rioue, can possibly undertake, tf unuided.

Such s a cursary view of the mission stations
i tins Preshytery, which are eranected with the
Commmittee ; and an conclusion the niembers of 1t
wouid draw attention to one peculiarfeature of the
field in which they Iabour, and that 1s the immense
extent of country which tiat tield embraces. The
consequence of this is fo render it much wore dif-
ficult with & hiunted number of missionanies to
qive any thing Like a regular supply to the several
stations, than prohably in any other acction of the
chuich.  The poverty of the psople in mavy pla.
ces, and theit apathy in others, arising from the
length of time during which they have been neg-
lected by their more favoured brethren in the towas
and left wholly wathout religious instruction, pre-
vent the minsionary fund from being so large a1 it
otherwise would be.
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Dr. McCnir,s Vixnicatiox or Tar Docrrive oy
Tir Westaistster Cosrrssox or Farn, nese
recrive THE Powens axo Dortrs or Tue Civie
Maatsrraty, 1¢ THIOS PERTAINING TU Raxut-
alox axp Tiux Cuoren.

Continxed.

Another objection brought against the Contfes.
sioa ts, that it subjects matters purely religions and
ecclesiantical to the cognizance of the civil inagis-
trate, aadallows him an Erastian power in and
over the church. “This. if true, would be very
strange, coasidering that the Assembly who com-
piled 1t were engaged 1n & disputeagainst this very
claim with the Parliament under whose protection
they sat, and that owingto their sicady refusel to
con that pawer to the State (in which they
were supported by the whole body of Presbyteri-
ans), the erection of presbyterics and synols in
England was suspended. _Independently of this
imporiani fact, the declarations of the Confession
itsclf are more than sufficient 1o repel imputa-
tion. It declares * that there is no other head of
the churcihibut the Lord  Jesus Christ.”  (chap,
24. § 6.{ ; and that. he, as * king and head of his
church, hath therein appointed a government in
the hand of church officers, distinet from the civil
magistrate: To these officers the keys of the king-
dom ars committed.’”” (chap. 30. § 1. 2.)* Yes,
the very passage appealed to in support of the ob=
jection begins with the following poiated declara.
tion : * The civil magisirate may not assume 10
himsell the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”
{chap 23, §3.) « The keys of the kingdom of
heaven” inclode all the power exercised in the
church, uader Chrnist, its sole king ; not only that
which 19 ordinatily exercised in the gorernmeat of
particular congregations and in censuting offendere,
(chap. 30.) butalso the power *mintsterially 10
determine coatraversies of faith, and ¢ases of cone
se.ence, toset down rules and directions for the
better ordening of the public worship of Gud, and
government of hie church, to reesive complaints

m cases of mal-admiuistration, and suthorite.
tively to determine the mame.* (chap. 31.43.)

‘The Confession teaches that magisteates cannot
watrantably assuinie to themselver the power of
do.ng theae things, and what ¢ adde« must be une
derstood in & cunmstency with this declaration. 1t
is true, that it allots to the magistrate u care of res
ligion, and aeserts that ** he hata euthority, and it
1shis duty to take orler, that unity und pesce be
preserved in the church,’*-&e.  But is there no
urder which he can take for having tliese things
done by the pereans and in the wayby and in
which they ought to be dune, without iaking the
doing of theminto his hend, and thus assuming
whatdocs not belong to him? The Confession
a«erts that there isand proceeds tonay @ * Forthe
better effecting whereol® he hath power to cal}
synods.” And is thete any good tesson for abeo-
lutely denying him this power? When ¢ the
unity and peace of the church®® are broken and
endangered in any country, * the truth of God" is
depruved, ¢ blasphemies and heresies' of almost
every kind are spreading, ** corruptions and abuses
in worship! are sbounding, and wheo, the chutch
being disorganized, there 18 no geaeral authonty
of an ecclesinstical kind to use means for reinedy.
ing these evils, may nut the civil government of
that country warrantably eall a synod for that rnr-
pose? When the state of the ration, a3 well as
of the church, may be convuleed,and its co sralsions
may beina great degree owing to religious dis-
orders, is it not 2 high duty incumbent on him 1o
take such astep, growded he finds it precticable
andadvieable? Was not this the state ol matters
England when the Westrminister - Assembly met ?
Was nct the state of matters eimilar. in many r's-
pects st the Revolution in' Scotlind 7 And may
not a crisis of the same kind yet recur? Was
there any rational ground to think, at the period of
the Westministcr Assambly, that such & synod
would have met, or, supposing it somehow to have
been collected, that it could have continued to-
gether until it had finished its business. il it had
not been convoked, maintained, and protected by
the Pacliament of England 7 Do many of those
who deny the puwer in question reflect, that they
owe those books which t!:rv still, in one degree or
another, own as the suhordinate standards of their
ecclesiastical communion, to s synod - which was
thus convoked 7 Do they reflect, that by means
ol them the interests of religion have been promet-
ed to an incalculable dg:;ee._“ unity aod peace
preserved in the church, . from the period of
their compilation down to the present day, in Scot-
isnd, in England, in Ireland,and in Amerca? Or.
recollecting these things, sre they prepared to take
the pen and insert their absulute vetow** The civil
magistrate—for the better effccting thereoff,
hath'? gor **power to call eynnds 77 At the su
time it may by obscrved here, as on the former ob.
Jjection, that 1t is not asserted, that the magiatate
may exercise this power on all acensions and in all
circumstances, or whenever there are any evils of
areligions kindto corrcet. It is eufficient that
there may be times and circumstanees in which he
may warruntably exert this power. Itis true that
the Couflession. in aucther place, (chup. 31.$ 2.)
ia not sufficiently foll and explicit in declaning the
intrinsic right of the church to convoke synodn
But this defect was supplied by the Actof the
General Asembly of the Church of Scotlead re.
ceiving and wpproving of the Confcasion® : and m
the Formula used in the Secession from the begin.-
71ng an approbation of the Confession is 1egnired :
* ag received" by that Act of Assembly.

After mating that the magirtrate has pawer 1o
call synode, it isadded, 1o be prescat at them,
and to provide that whatsoeveris traasacted in-
them, be according to the mind of G23,” Not 1o
iosist here, that these words onght, in fair con-
stroetion, to he understood of such synodsashave’
been coavokad hy the magistrate, what rearonsble
objection can be made to hisbeing prescnt 2 May
he notclaim a night to be present at any puble
meeting within his donunions? ~ May he not be
preseat 12 a&ynod towitness their preeedings, 10

preserve their® oxteraal peaer, to redress thur



