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Then he had a sort of waking vision, suggested by what he had seen
in his pious friends at Bedford. ¢ 1 saw asif they were on the sonny
side of some high mountain, there refreshing themselves with the pleasant
Leams of the sun, while [ was shivering and shirinking in the cold, af-
flicted with frost, snow, and datk clouds,  Methonght nleo, Letaixt me
amd them, [ saw o wall that did compage abont this mountain ; new
thtough this wall my soul did greatly desire to pass, concluding thav if I
could, [ woulil even go in the very midat of thes, amd there also comfort
mysell with the heat of theie sun. . About this wall [ thought mymlf 1 w0
again and ngwin, sull peaying as [ went, to seeaf 1 conld fiml some gap
or pagsage to enter therein,  But none conld 1 tind for some time, At
the Inat | saw, nn ft wete, a uatrow gap, like a little doogway in the wall,
though which § attempted to pass.  Now, the pasaze heing very steait
and partow, [ made inany offers to get in, but all in vain, even unig! |
was wellnigh quite beat out, by striving to get in. At Inst, with great
stnving, methought 1 at fiest did get in my head, and afier that, by a
sidenny sinving, my shoulders and ny whole body.  Phen [ was ex-
cevdingly glad; went amd 2at down in the midst of them, and was co
comforted with the fight and heat of their sun.  Now, this mountain and
wall were thus made out to me:  The mountain signified the chareh of
the living God 5 the sun that shone thereon, the comfurtatile sinmng of
his metcital face on them that were thierein s the wall, 1 thought, was the
worhl, that did make eeparation between the Christinns and the warld 3
and the gap which was in the wall, T ihought was Jesus Christ, who is
the way 1o God the Fathee, Bat foiasmuch as the passage was wonderful
narrow, cven so narrow that I conld not, but with great dliflienlty, enter
in thepeat, it shewed me that nonecould cnter into lite but those that were
in the downright caruest, and unlees they left that wicked world behind

them 3 fur here was only reom for body and soul, but not for body and -

soul and sin.”  ‘The deeam did hun good, for, though it brought him no
abeolute nssurance, it inspirited his etforts after it,

There is scarcely a fear which can nssail an inqguiring spirit which did
not at the same stage of his progress arrest the mind of Banyan. At one
time he was alilicted by an crronenus view of the docirine of election.
Luooking at them from the owter and under side, those purposes ot ever.
lasting love which secure their snfely who hiave already got within the
precincts of salvation, appearrd” bristling and forbidding—a trowning
chevaux de frize, tather than a fence of prosecution and preservation.
Aud when somewhat relieved from this perplexity, lie fell into another.
“He feared that the day of grce was gone ; aud so impressed on his nnd
way this monrnful conviction, that he could o little else than upbraid his
own infataation for allowing the one propitions season to pams for cver
away,
be liylled o and those othern,** And yet there is room ” brought hity re-
lief. ‘Then. again, he saw that the call of Christ waa needful to make a
man a disciple 3 and he feared that he should never get thar eall. ** But
oh! how [ now luved those words that spake of & Christisn's calling! as
when the Lord said to one, Follow me; and to another, Come after me :
and oh ! thought 1, that ire would say 80 to me 100: how gladly would [
run after him! {How lovely now was every one in my eves, that 1
thought to be convetted, whether nan or woman ! They shone, they
walked like a people that carried the broad seul of heaven upon them,
Oh! Ieaw the lot was fallen to them in pleasant places, and they had a
goodly heritage.  But that which made me aick, was that of Christ,e—
‘fle went up into a mountain, and called 10 him whom he would, and
they came unto him. This Seripture made me famt and fear, yet it
kindled fire in my soul.  That which made me fear waa this: lest Christ
should hiave no liking to e, for he called to him whom lic would, But oh !
the glory that I saw in that condition did still 3o engage iy heart, that [
could schlom read of any that Christ did call but U presemily wished,
¢« Would 1 had been in their clothes! would T had been borne Peter!
wotild had been burne John ! or, would 1 had been bye, and heard him
when hecalled them, how would | have cried, O lord, eall me also.
But oh ! { feared he would not call mes ™

(7o be continued.)

A VISION.— BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS.”

—

Ouce upon a time, tnethought I set out upon a long journcy, and the
place through which I travelled appeared to be a dark valley, wlieh was
called the Valley of Tears. It had obtained this name, not only on ac-
count of the wmany sorrowful adventures which poor passengers commonly
meet with in their yourney through ity but also because most of these ua-
vellers entered into it weeping and crying, and feft it in very great pain
and anguigh.  This vast valley was full of people, of all ages, colors,
sizes, and descriptions.  But whether white or bluck, or tawny, all were
uavelling the same toad ; or, rather, they were taking different liule
paths, which led to the same common end.

Now, it was remarkable that, nowwithstanding the different complex-
ions, ages, and tempers, of this variety of people, yet all resembled each
other in this one respect, that cach had a burden on his back which he
was destined to carry, through the toil and heatof the day, until he should
arrive, by a longer or shorter course, at his journey’s end. These bur-
dens would in general have made the journey quite intolerable, had not
the lord of the valley, out of his greot compussion for the poor pilgrims,
provided, sinong other things, the following means for their relief:—

In the full view, over ihe entrance of the valiey, there was written, in
letters of gold, the lollowing words :—¢ Bear ye one another's burdens.”

Blut the words, ** Compel them to come in, that my house may
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Now Usaw, in ny vision, that many travellers hurtied on with out
stopping to read this inscription ; and otheis, though they once read it,
yet pard lutle or vo attention 10 it. | A thind eott theught it very good
advice for other prople, but very seldom gj phed it to themselves,  They
vaitumly desized 1o nio! themsedves of 1the assistunee, which, by this ine
junction, others were bound to offer thens, but «elden considesed that the
obligation was muotal, and that reciproeal wans, and teciptocal services,
formed the <iging cord i the bond ot chariy.  [n shon, [ 2aw that too
wany of these people were ol ophtuon that they had burdess enough of
their owvn, and there was therelore no ueesion to take upon them those
ol others: 5o each ticd 10 1nake Tus own Jond re byght, and his own
journey as pleasant ns ke could, witiow elee carting & thavght on & poor
over-toaded neghlor.  Here, bowover, T have 1o mahe # rather gingular
temmk, by wluch 1 ehall plainly chow tle folly of these telfich
peaple, 1t was o ordeted and contnived by the lod of the valley,
1At o aoy one stietched vt his Land 10 befp Tun neighbor’s Lutden, in
faet he wever faded to fiml that he at thint moment also lightened his
own,  Besdes, the beneic of helping cach other war as mutual ag the
obhigauon.  IFa man helped s neghbor, it cemmonly happened that
seme other neighbor cmne byeand by, and fielped bunin s taen g for
thete was no such a thing a8 what was called sdependence in the whole
valley.  Not one «Fatl these uavellers, Lowever siout aml stiong, eould
nove on cofortably wabiout pesistanee 3 for so the lotd of the valley
whore laws were all of them Rind and good, had eapresely vnlained.

The Witdmpe —=A sorrowlnl widow, oppressed with the burden of grief
for the loss of an affectionate hughand, moved heavily on; and would
have been bowed duwa by her heavy laad, bad not the surviving children
with great atacrity, stepped forwand and supported her.  Their kindnees,
after n while, g0 mach lightened the load, which threatened at firat to be
intolerable, that she even went on her way with cheetfulness 3 and more
than repaid their help, by applying the strength ¢he derived from it 10
their future nssisinn@e,

The Husbund.—1 next saw o poor old tian, tottering under a burden
ro heavy, that T expected him every moment to sink voder it. 1 peeped
into his pack, and saw it was made up of many gad asticlea.  ‘There was
poverty, oppression, debt, and (what made by far the heavicet part) un-
dutiful children, [ was womndering how 1t was hiegot ou even so well oy
he did, till 1 spied his wife n kind meek Glrieuzn womany who was doing
her utmost to assist him, ~ She quiedy got behind, gently laid her shoulder
to the burden, and casricd amuch larger portion of it than appeared
to nie when U wag at a distance. It was not the smallest part of the
beaefit, the was anxions 1o conceal it.  She had not ouly sustained by
her strength, but cheered him by her counsels,  She told him that
* through uch tribulation we must enter into rest;” that ** he who over-
cometh sholl inherit all things®  In short, ¢lie supported his fainting
spirit a0 that he was able 10 * run with patience the sace which was set
belore hum

The Kind Neighbor.—An iufitm, Wind woman, was creeping torward
with a very heavy buiden, in which were packed sickness and want, with
nutubetless other of Ahuse raw matedials vut of which human iisery is
wothed up.  She was o wenk that ¢he could not have gono on at all,
had it not been for the kind assistance of another woman, almost as poor
nx herseil, who, though she had no light burden of her own, cheerfully
lent a helping hand 1o a fellow-traveller, who was still more heavily
taden.  Tlus friend had fittle or nothing to pive; but the very voice of
kindoess is soothing to the weary, And T remarked in many other cases,
that it was not o much the degree aflorded, as the manner of helping,
that hightened the burdens.  Some biad a covrse, rough, clumsy way of
assisting a newhbour, which though i fact it might be of real use, yet
seemed, by gathing the traveler, to add to the load it was intended  to
lighten ; while [ observed in others that g0 cheap a kindness as a mild
word, or even an ufiectionate look, made a poor burdened wretch move
on cheerily.  The bare feeling that some human being cated for him,
seemed to lighten the load.  But to return to this kind neighbour, She
had a liule old book in ker hand, she covers of which were worn out by
muchuse.  When she saw the Wlind woman ready 1o faint, she would
read her a few words out of this book, such as the following : « Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” ¢ Blessed
aze they that mourn for they shall be comforted.” I will never leave
thee, nor forzake thee” * For our light sflliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh out for ux a fur more cxceeding and eternal weight of
glory”  ‘These quickened the pace, and sustained the affhictions of this,
woman tore cffectually than il +he had gold and silver bestowed on her.

The Clergyman—A pious misister, sinking under the weight of a dis-
stressed pansh, whose worldly wauts he wag totally unable to bear, was
suddealy relieved by a charitable widow, who came up, and took all the.
sick and hungry on her shoulders, as her part of the Joad. The burden
of the parish, thus divided, became tolerable. The minister being no
longer bowed down by the temporal distress of his people, applied him-
gelt to his part of the weight ; and it was plrasant 10 see how these \wo
persons, neither of them very etrong, or rich, or healihy, by thus kindly
uniting togother were enabled to bear the weight of a whole parish,
though singly either of them must have sunk under the attempt. Aod I
remember ane great grief 1 felt during my journey was, that 1 did not see
more of this unjon and concurring kindness, more Acting in concert, by
which all the burdens might have been so easily divided. It troubled me
10 observe that, of all the laws of the valley, there was not one more free
quetitly broken than the Jaw of kindness, :



