
LIFE WO1tK.

SN tie western extremity of thr plain of Thiebes, is a tmass of hiigçh
hmiiestone clifs, cieft by t%ýo deep ravines that, lead uip inito the
very heart of the his. The one is the valley of the tomibs of thp
X Kîns-the othier of the tomnbs of the Priests: the Westinister
Abbey and Canterbury Cathiedral of ancient Thebes.

Ascending one of these ravilies, yoni enter a sculptured portai
in the face of th-le clifW and stand iii a long aind lofty gailery opening into suc-
cessive lialls and chainbers. The walls are covered -,ith whbite stucco, anid
thîs ini turn i3 coveredl witlî paintings, in brilliant coloring, freshi as whlen
laid on thiousands of yenLri ago. No inodern palaces could be more cern-
pletely ornarnented; but thie interest wve lèci iii these rock-hlewni charmbers is
eilnancedl by the fact that they are not, palaces but toinbs-the tonibs of the

ftni~it Tel)fl in~Inl the paiintiings upon the walls the tra veller behiold

not oilly a vivid representaition of ancient, Egyptian life and religion, but in
some sort a histoîy of the kingD 'iinself. Eîtcl of these Theban k'ings began
Ilis reign by preparing bis sepuichire, and in soie. instances the visitor passeS
:ft Once frein the Most brilliant decora tions to, rou-h, mnhewn -rock. The k-ing
]iad died in the niidst of Ilis labor, and Mie gra..ve closed over Iiis unfinishied

There is soneothing aualaigous to, this in lbuman 111e. Every man is
engaged, wbvietbier consciotisly or not, in a work that shahl live after hlmii aýs theo

t nonuinent; of blis virtutes, Iiis follies, or blis crimes. iHe is buildingc the
JStructure ilu whlichi bis ni~ane and bis înemory shall be enshirinied throughl the

coining ages, and on wvnîch corning generations shial gaze w~ith adiriation or
wih cou.Or, perlhaps, instead of rearingl soine i nperish iable structuire, hlieay

lik-P a thioshtless ebild, be building houses o11 the sand, 'vhich t1ie next
rctuingiii wvave shail sw'eep away. Tluere is a wvide diflerence iii the resuits of
diffrIenitlImurnaiilives. Sonie are splendidl failutres and somne are splendid crimes;
'lhule others are vague anld IlieaninlIes, tiffl, se fi-r as any hlealthful influence

t.on the worli is coîîcerned, hiad botter ne-1 -r have; hîen.
Thiere- are mnany nien whio, ini regard to lirës great purposes, build wit.hot

auy îctiniite plan. Tiey go, on, in a desnltory way, add(iiug rooin to rouni ani
wiiig to wing -and in thb e nd tbere is a More aggregto fmtraswihu

beauty or syîninet.ry, andl, it may bc. îiîlit for any u:sefult purpose. Most
failures in ifé iehave beeîî ovingr Lo oue of two causes: - ithier there, wwfs 11

detinite plan by NvIichi te work, or cisc there wvas inot sifflicient energy te
exentc, the design. Tlie eue ciass waste geod mnaterials iii building unsighitly
and useles structures; the other class creet nagnificent castes-ini the air.
" A ian's purpose, ii life," says a-xnedern writer, 49shouid be like a river ,vhliih
,was 1horn of a tholusand nuls iii the illuluntins; anid Nyvhen at hast it had.V
-réached its mamlîood in the plain, tboughi if 3'ol1 w.atch yeni Sbiail se littie
Èéddies thiat Suell as if thîey h1ad chanigcd thleir Minds and were geilng bck
%mai to the nîinuntaii, yet il its mihtîy current flows chîangcless to thej su!.'


