1862,

T v R TSR T T T T e

The Home and Foreign Wecord, 303

tell whether life 1ight not spring out of
these deaths— life apiritual out of death
temporal 2 II the aflliction wre rightly
improved by faith and prayer, who conld
tell but it might prove the prelude to
the reaping uf'souls, aud gathering them
into the garner of immortality ?

Judge then of my dehight wheun, two
or threc weeks after, this afflicted bro-
ther came to Caleutta with two young
men, secking for haptism. One of them
was & member of a very powerful and
wealthy religious family in Culm,
known under the name of Gasaing, and
leaders of & very peculiar Hindu sect.—
It was, therefore, anticipated that every
attempt wonld be made to rescue the
young man. The anticipation wassoon
verified. Some of his friends soon came
frow Culna to the mission-house. The
usual barrowing scencs ensued.  After
remaining firm fov some days, the young
man at last yiclded to the combined
forees brought to hear jupon him, and
returned, ostensibly for only a few days,
to see his mother, and thereby save her
from premature death ;—protesting that
he would soun again return to us, and
since then writing a note to me that he
would svon be baok.

The other young mwan, though tried
also, remained steadfasi. 1t was about
tho middle of May, during our shors hot
season holiday; and Mr. M*Donald
kindly took in hand the instruction of
both, preparatory to baptisin, visiting
them daily for that end, and finully,
baptizing the one rewained steadfast,on
Sabbath, 25th May.

Searcely had this event transpired,
when Shyama Charan Ghosh, the eecond
in charge at Bansheria—another of our
out stutions on the right bank of the
Hooply, about thirty miles sbove Cal-
cutta—came to the mission-Louse with
two oung men from the highest class,
sesking for baptism.  About the same
time, a third younz man, from a viliage
in the neghbourhood of Calcutia, who
bad been successively in eeveral mission-
gchools, cewe to us for the same end.—
All of them had trials to encounter—
and one of in particular. His grand-
father, futher, and other relatives came
to him duay after day. On oneoccasion,
Oungul, au astute native lawyer, came
along with them, to puzzle and confound
the young mun. When argument and
persuasion failed, the fatker would loose
all control over his temper, and break

forth upen his son in a perfect tempest
of wrath and fury. Indeed on such
occasions, he looked like a person pos-
sessed of a demon , and thoutterance of
his anger had all the piercing terrifying
power of dowright demonic fury.—
Ofter trembling before the terrific
presence and indescribable sounds of an
infuriated futher—grandfather and other
relatives standing by. sohbing and weep-
ing—the young wan, himself bathed in
tears, had grace and strength to rensam
firm: earnestly protesting that he would
nat, and could not forsake his Lord and
Savivur, even on account of father, or
mother, or all earthly relatives. ‘The
other converts, on such vceasivng, are
able and willing to help in such in
different and very efficient ways. Our
native pustor the Rev. Lal Behari De,
and myself, after much and serivus con-
verse with the youngmen, were satisfied
as to their fitness for baptism. Accor-
dingly, on Sabbuth evening, 15th June,
after an excellent discourse by the pastor
I went through the baptismal service—
asking the usual guestions, and deliver-
ing the usual addresses to the newly
baptised and others present. The chapel
on the occasion, was crowded—seats and
rassages and all—by a dense andience
of native and European ladies and
gentlemen, who came to witness the
gratifying spectacle of three adult cons
verts admitted together into the visible
Chureh by baptishm.

ITn conversing with these young men
previous fobaptism, it was pleasing to
learn the details of the successive steps
by which they were led on from inci-
pient convictions to the final decisive
atep. 1t appeared (as it hes often done
in similar cases befure), that it was when
reading the 5d (pow 4th) of the series
of our English Instructor, which cun-
taing a distinct epitome of the wholo
Bihle history frow Genesis to the end
of the Acts, that their first impression
were received of the folly and falsebood
of Hinduism, and the troth and heauty
of Christianity. But being very young
and under the entire control of parents
and Brahmin priests, they were afraid
to give expression to their doubtings
and convictions. Bathing io the Gamn-
ges for ablution of sin, and offering
goats at the temple of Kali, &., began
to become incrensingly irksome to them;
as they now saw such performances to
worse than delusive. Accordingly, to




