
THE BIBLE ADVOCATE.

While thus glancing at the strange
posture of our affairs, our attention
is forcibly drawn to the condition of
our Catholic fellov subjects, who
form the majority of our population,
and we are led to inqtire how tliey
also can be supplied vitih the Scrip-
tures. A familiar and intelligent
acquaintance with the principles and
precepts of the word of God, and the
adoption of then as their rile of
condnet, would do far niore to secure
their loyalty, than pastoral admoni-
tion, however earnest and sincere, if
unaccompanied vil these powerful
aids, could po.ssibly accomplish. In
some parts of the world, still under
the spiritual jurisdiction of the Roman
see, the restrictions against the circu-
lation of the Bible are very much re-
laxed, if not entirely removed.-
Would that it were so here,-that the
word of God might have"free course,
run, and be glorified." We are con-
fident the temporal prosperity and
happiness of these Provinces would
be greatly advanced by such a mea-
sure, to say nothing, at present, of
the spiritual benefits which would
flow from its adoption.

But we nust not lose sight of the
higher olject. The temporal benelit
was not the prinary but the secondary
consideration in the Divine Economy ;
and it is subordinate also in the in-
tention of t hose who originally formed
the Society, and of those who are at
present engaged in conducting iLs
operations. Their desire in fuîrnish-
ing their fellov creatures with the
oracles or God is to make then " wise
unto Salvation ;" and fron the man-
ner in which the boon has been al-
most every where received, especially
in the Eastern Townships, there 1,
reason to conclude that its value lias
been appreciated, and i hat the bless-
ing of God has accompanied both its
circulation and its perasal.

The Annual Report of the Mont-
real Society, just now issued from

the press, contains the following re-
marks upon this periodical:-

'•Socleties of inferior inportnrce to this,
maintain their Periodicals, and oft titres are
emitently sucerssful li the promotion of the
cause the-y ativocate b)y this mn'eans. It were
useess t diite oi a s ibeit so trite as the
piwe.'r of the press; allnekni wldg and the
imiajîirity fleel it. Nor is it scarcily tieedf'ul
tu reimark, that sieh is the extent and such
the diversity ofthie operatiotsile S ieties
-si nuneroius are the facts tif alsoirliiig
itere-st whi.·h have been elicited by thi.ir
maoveimtents ina various parts of the world, nnd
which are ontly very partially knoîwn-and
so imany and cogent are the motives and
irtinp;its for the increased study of the
Hioly Scriptures, anil their unive.rsal diffusion;
that lack of materials there cain be none te
till in an interesting and inistrurtive mainner
a nonthly paper of eight pages. The exper-
inenit has been inade ;-in the first of May
last the firbt iumber was issueid ;-successive
ntumbers have containied, iith much other
matter, the details of the proceedings of the
Society in enleavouring to supply the Pro-
vince with Bibles;-the subscription is only
Is. 3d. a year ;-and yet, after continuing
the attempt ninte moniths, stuch is the defect
in the number of SaIicriiers, that the
Conimittee have resolved to dicontiute it at
the close of i•s year, uniiless a very large
inîcrease of support is immînediately afforded.

It remains, therefore, with the
readers of the Bible Advocale to de-
termine, vhether, by additional exer-
tions to promote its sale, they will
endeavour to sustain it, or whether it
shall close its brief existence at the
end of "its vear." The decision, if
favourable to its continuance, rnst
be promptly expressed, or it may
corne too late to be of any avail,

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS.

COOKSH[It BRANCHl BIBlE SOCtETY.

In the Annual Report of the Mont-
real Auxiliary Bible Soci-ty, wlich
is nov in the course of delivery, the
above-named Branch was accidentally
omitted. The utmost care lias been
taken to make the report as complete
as possible, but by some oversight
the above was not included in the
list of assistant Societies. The friends
and supporters of this effective


