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THE BEE.
Apibus quanta oxparicntis parcis.—Virgil,

O’er field and meadow, hill and dale,
And up and down the flowr’y vale,
Or humming through the leafy grove,
The busy bee delights to rove.

Now steop*ng with her balmy load,

Well pleas'd she secks her lov'd abods ;
Returning straight her toil renews,

Aud from the flow’rs swweet nectar brews.

While summer lasts, her only care
¥s to collect her winter fare §

Not heedless, like the rest, to play,
Aad sport her precious timo away,

Poorinsects! Boreas’s chilling broat
Shall freeze their little souls to death;
‘Whileshe su snug, her cellar stor’d,
Bhall {east upon her luscious hoard.

See here a pattern, Man, for thee.
Go, imitate th' industrious bee.
The summer of thy life is short ¢
1t is not yet thy time to sport.

Who will not labor while ho may,
Nor guard against the evil day ;
Who for the future has no store,
He perish must for evermore !
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THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGXON DEMONSTRA-
TED DIVINE.
CHAPTER XXVIL
L.oviticus,

Cna?TER xv.—All the prescriptions mentioned in this
chapter against bodily defilements, allude to the precau-
tions to be taken against tho defilements of sin, and the
means of expinting them. And now Iwould ask of all vur
Bible mongers, if this be a chapter proper for the in-
spection of the youth of cither sex.

Caarrir xvi, v. 15.—The blood of tho buck-goat,
Filled for the sins of the people,wasto be carried by the
high priest once a year within the ocil, as ke was com-
manded to do with the bluod of the calf, and sprinkled
seven times over afainst the propiatery. Every one
knows, from tho interpretation of St. Paul, that this
blocd was a figure of the blood of Christ shed for
the sing of the pedple—He  ix,14, and presented
to God within the:veil by Christ himsclf, our real

high priest, as a satisfactory atonement for our sine.

VErse 17.—Let no man be in the tabernacle twien
the High Pricst goeth into the sanctuary, to pray for
kimself, and his house, and for the whole congregation
of Israel, till Rc come out, Protestants, doubtless, would
have grumbled at this exclusion; they who, as if sus-
pecting the secret commurications of their clergy with
God, must hear and understand every word thut their
pastor utters in prayer, and witness all his motions ;
they who meddle as much at least,in ail the priestly
functions and concerns as their priests themselves.—
No wonder that such should complain that the service
of the one universal churck is not broken down into eve-
ry modern tonguc and barbarous changing dialect, in
order that they might know verbatim whut is spoken by
the officiating minister to the Deity. They consider
those prayers, that service which is addressed to God
alone, as good for nothing, unless addressed at the same
time, in all the possible confusion of tongucs, to their
understandings! What is to hinder them (knowing as
they should do, the sacred purport of thepriestly act)
to join, like the ancient people of God, their own sup-
plications apart for the common object, as those did,

who, as we read in the Gospel remained in prayer with-
out at the howr of incense, without so much as seeing,

much less hearing, the officiating priest, and who, wait-
ing for him, wondcred why he tarried so long in the
temple—not knowing that e kad seen a vision.—Luke i,
10, 21, 22.

Verse 21.— The emmissary goat,on whose head arc
laid all the iniquities, offences, and sins of the people, to
be borne by him away into en uninhabited land, isa
most obvious figure of the most holy one, who was num.

1bered among the wicked.—ls. xliii, 12, Of him who

katk borne our iniquitics, and carricd our sorrows.—
Ibid. iv, 4.

ordinance. The seventh month ; the tenth day of the
month, you shall afflict your souls, and shall do no work;
for it is a Sabbath of rest; and you shall afflict your
souls by a perpetual religion”—V. 31.  We observe this
penitontial Sobbath regulated by the mystical numbers
seven and ten.

CHAPTER xvii, v. 12.—~No soul of you, nor of the
strangers who sojourn among you, shall cat dlood.—Vs,
14, « For thelife of allflesh is in theblood.”®  Asthe life
of the body consists in the blood, so the life of the soul,
and our salvation, consists in the blood of our Redeemer.
«¢ It is given us to make atonement with it upon the al-
tar for our souls 3 and that bis blood may be for an ex-
piation of the soul.”—v. 11. It must, thercfore, in fi-
gure,continue to bo offered anly to God, till the prefigur-
ed blood is at hand to be slied 5 when the figure ceasing,
we arc no longer debarred from drinking at the source
itself of life eternal : since the Saviour himself has de-
clared that czcep? we eat his flesk and drink: his blood,
we shall not kave life in us.—John vi, 54.—The Jows
cat their figurative victim but in part; but the chris-
tinns now recoivo him whole 3 he cannot moro be man-
gled, or divided.

CrarTeR xviii, v. 27.—We arc informed here by God
himself, that the perpetration of sing of impurity and
unnatural crimes, such as are prohibited in this chapter,
(the details of which seems ill suited to the unexporienced
minds of the young and tho ignorant,) causes tho down-
fall ahd ruin of states and nations.

CHAPTER XiX, V. 14.— Thou shelt not put a stumbling
Ulock before the blind, How guilty then must all false?

Versk 20.—¢*And it shall be to you an everlasting

teachers be, who put their crrors as stumbling blacks
in the way of the spiritaally blind, the ignorant and un-
suspecling ?

Verse 19—~The making of one’s caltlo*to gender with
heasts of another kind; the sowing of one’s fiolds with dif-
forent seeds, and the wearing of a garment that is woven
of two sorts;” all this expressly forbidden by God, shews
how much heablors a mixtureof his truth witls falsehood;
of “the wheat with the tares: or of the sacred with the
profane.  For what participation has justlee with injus-
tice? Or what fellowship has light with darknoss ?—
What concord has Christ with Belial 2 Or what part
has the faithful with the unbelievér #*—2 Cor. vi, verse
14,15.

Verse 27.—Tke cutling of one’s kair round-ways ;
the shaving of one’s head ; the making of cuttings in
one's flesk, andof figures on one’s self, &c,were practices
used by the heathens for superstitious purposes, and
therefore prohibited by God ; as also all goings after
wizzards and soothsayers. In this chapter.we observe
promulgated, and irculcated thoss duties of justice and
charity, whick wero carried to their highest piteh of
perfection in the doctrine of the Saviour.

CHAPTER XX.—After shewing in the foregoing chap-
ter tho virtues which we ought to practice, Almighty
God denounces in this, his dreadful judgments against
the heinous crimes, which we arc to abhor and avoid.
By the rigorof tho sentence, which he pronounces
against them in this life, we may judge how terrible
their punishment will be in the next.

Caarrer xxi.—The priests of the old law were par-
ticularly cnjoined to keep themselves free from all Jegal
uncleanness,—"because they are consecrated to their
God, and offer up the loaves of proposition. Let them
therefore be holy, (says Almighty God,) because I also
am holy,the Lord,who sanctifies them.” An allusion is
here made in the figurative priesthood, by what above all
things constitutes the sanctity of their calling, the affer-
ing up the loaves of proposition 3 to what above all things
constitutes the senctity of the christian priesthood ; the
offering up of tho true bread {rom heavea in the Eucha-
ristic sacrifice and sacrament.

The Jewish pricats were forbidden to incur unclean-
ness at the death of any, besides the nearest of his kind-
red ;—%that is to say of his {ather, his mother, nis son,
his daughter, and his brother : his maiden sister also,
if she has no husband.”—V. 1, 2, 8. The defilement
incurred by touching the dead, marks the moral conta-
mination that may be incurred by associating with sin.
ners, who arc dead to God, The exception in favor of
a maiden sister, who has no husband, shews the virgin
state preferablo before God to the married onc.

Veass 13.—* The high pricst shall teke a virgin
1o his wife.—But o widow, or one that is divorced, ot de-
filed, or a harlot, he shall not take : but & maid of lus
own peoplo.” This shews how pure and spotless, and
tree to her Liord, the Church, tho spouse of our High
Priest, Jesus Christ, must bo : as ho himself, addressing
her, expresses thus in the catitislo of canticles: Thor

art all fair, O my love ! and there is no spet in thee—
Cunt. iv, 7—and as SaintPaul in liko manger declares
her to be—Ephes. v, 27. .

Verse 17.—None were nllowed to officiate as priests
among the Jows, who had any bpdily defoct, digscase or
deformity in their persons: indicatiog how free from
ull dofects in the spiritual senso Messiah’s priesthood are
required to bo 3 as besides, the whole tenor of the fol-
lowing chapter shews.




