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the Isle of St. Oolumba's cel-is very small, only two miles anid
a haif ini Iength, by 1one in breadth-but here'burned for long
ages the beacon fire of the Christian faith, w-en pagan darkcness
enveloped ail around.

Among, the wild mountains of IDonegal, in Irehiïd; early ini
the sixth century was born a child of royal race, destined to,
beconie famous througlicut the world as the Apostle of Chris-
tianity to Scotland, anà the patron saint of that larnd, till lie
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was superseded by St. Andrew. 'This boy was Coluni, or
Columba, who In his youth had a passion for borrowing from th~e
convent..ounded by St. Patrick, and copying manuseripts of the
Gospel and Psalms. When grown to rnans estate, in fulfilment
of a vow, he became a missionary to the,pagpn Picts and Scots.
With twelve companionis, ini gkin-covèrèsee bot. he reached
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