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TilE RIISEN CHRIST.

DY REV. C. U. SPURGEON.

Tup, apostie Paul, alter lhaving
borne his witness and rocapituiatcd
the testinîoiîy about the resuirroctioa
of Ciîriat, goes on to show tUec hor-
rible consequences that must follow
if there bc nuo resurrectiun of the
dead, and if Christ be not riseîî.

Says une, " Christ rnighit rise,
and yet not His people." Not so,
according to our faith and firni bo-
lief. in Adarn ail have died. There
is no separating Adain fromn his pus-
Lzr*ýy. INow Chirist is'the isecond
Adarn, érnd al] beicve:' rc one
with Huai, and none can separate
thcrn froin Him. ]3ec-ause, Be livos
they shalllive also, axxd in is
eternal life tiiey must forever be
partak crs.

Pkiul's next argument is, " If
Christ be flot risen, then is our
preach-inq vain. " If Christ ivas ixut
raised, the wvhoic Companiy of apos-
ties vverc false witiiessos. Ho puts
himself iii with the rost. 'WVhen a
man bears faise witncss lie lias a
motive for. it. MWbat motive hiad lie?
You cannot reekon the apostle Paul
an'iongst thuse readiiy deceived or
aniong deceivers uf others.

Next, " Yuutr faiti. Ù; also vain."
Believer, I speak to you who have
experienced a great change or huart
through. faith iii Christ. If He did
flot literally risc from the dead on
the third day, this faith that gives
you great conifort, this faith that
you believe is ]eading yoti home to
heaven, mnust bo abandonced as sheer
faisehoud. Oh, dreadful inference!
There corne every îîow and then
tinies of great testing. Have you
ever laixi, as I have' donc several
tinies, uporn the brink of the grnve,
ar.d been looking decp) initu the
abyss? MiTen, unless you have a
firmi founuation, your hope wvili
shriîîk away. But. the Lord is risen
indeed ; and, whien you are sure of

that, You, feel th-at thore is somne-
thinog beneatlî your foot that doe.q
not stîr.

Paul says noxt that if Christ didj
not rise, '' yjc arc 1 et ml our SiI..
Can you bear that thouglit, ry
belovcd in Chriit? 1 think" it'takes
hiold upon you, terrifies yuu, chilis
yuur bluud. A Iittle while ago you
%vere iii your sins ; now you believo
that Ho bas hroughit you out of your
sins, and lias s0 changeai you that
sin shall not have dominion over
yuu. If.I-e did not rise again, you
are yet in your sins; for thoni-l H
tiover made the atonenient. If the
atonoment of Christ for sin liad been
unsatisfactory, lie would have rc-
mained in the grave.

Now foilows a mure terrible con-
sequonce, if possible. Ail thc pious
dcad have perished. " They czlso
which are falleic asteep in ChIrist harc

peihd"They died, and they told
us they ivere biood-ivashied and for-
givon ; but if Christ rose not froni
the dead, there has no sinner goneo
to heavon ;they have died iii 1
delusion. Believors rise because of
thcir ononoss with Christ. If Ho
did not, rise thoy cannot, for thoy
must share with Humi.

Once more, "If in this life only
wc liave liope,"-aiid we certainiy
have no hope of another apart fromn
Christ, -thon " we' arc of ail naien
mnost mriser-ablc." M'hat, dues that
iiiean that Christian mon are more
nîiserable than others if they are
mistakoenî No, it dos not moan
that ; the mistake gives thein joy;
but take awvay that comfort, and
then thcy arc of aIl mon most miser-
able, for this reason :they have
given up ail the joys of the world,
they found no conmfort iii thomin ; but
if ivo conçider the mirth of the
woridirtg to be ne 'better than the
husks of swine, and there be no


