
THE' CANADIAN INGINESU

' East Inidia Conmpany-Shillirrge and Fitzliîrbcrt--to
mîake formai claini of sovereignty iii tire naine of Eng-
lanîd iii 162c). Aftcr sonie rivairy betwccn tire Engiisli
aînd tihe Dutclî East Inidia conipariies, the latter, rcaliz-
ing the saluibrity of thre cliniate and thre fille soil, sent
out an expedition iiiider Jan Van Ricbeck-in %vliosc
lionor the Hlon. Cecil Rhrodes lias reccntiy liad a statue
erected in Captowil-to make a permanent seutlemîent,
and tirus began in 1652 the Dutchi occupation of the
Cape. Little by littie the settieruents cxtcndcd back
from the Castie on Table Bay, but tire lifc of thc set-
tiers wvas the life of wvhite slaves. flhey wvcrc not al-
lowd to seil tîxcir produce to visiting slîips, but could
orily seli to Uie comipany at prices fixed by the conipany.
On tire otlier liand, they were nlot perinittcd to purciase
goods except from tire compally ani at prices fi.cd, of
course, b>' Uhc conîpany. Tlîey and the artisans of the
towvn wvere, nioreover, bled nt cvery turn by the coin
pany's officiais, and if tlrcy attcnîptcd to conîpiaiti îte
liea(lquarters iii Holland thecir complaints werc cither
suppressed altogetiier, or tire complailnaits werc uni-
prisoned as treasonable persotîs or othicrisc mîarked
out for persectition. Tire farmiers liad no title to the
lands tiîey brouglit lnmier cuitivatiori, anîd %vere ofteîî
ejccted after wvorking a lifetiiîîe upon tiîeir lands. Thcy
wvcre plainiy told that they ireld tlîeir property by grace
of tire conîpaîiy. Offerîces, wlîicli now would scarccly
corne uruler the criiniai code, were visited wvitiî deatir
in its mTost fieridisli forrus. Crucifixion wvas a coninioîî
mod0e of capital punislinient, anrd anotîrer wvas thre tying
of tire victini with iris back on a wvieel, wlicre lus
body wvas broken, and lie ivas Ieft "a prcy to tire birds
of hecaven." Tire rack and the gallows Nverc tire coin-
mon -neans of pnnisiring slaves. It is flot to bc wvon-
dered at thnt the Dutcir settiers souglit to escape tis
tyranny, and froni tume to, time, in spite of tiîreats ani
tire conîpany's dlaii of jurisdiction, niany got beyond
tire reacit of the comparry, risking tire enmity of tire
natives in their migration. Thns began th~e "trekking"
of the Boers, wvlicli dates backc to i67o, and lias been a
peculliar characteristic of Dutch coloirization dowvn to
the present day.

Drîring thec upheavals of the Frenci revoîntion,
Englanîd feit tl-c. r.vcessity of possessing the Cape to
save lier East idian tr-adc. and after a feeble resistance
thre Castie caziitulate.! tc Sir Jaines Craig in 1795. At
the peace of Ainicis in ZC"03 thre Cape wvas restoreci to
t1ie Duttir, but was inaiiy taken in i8o6 by Sir David
B3aird. The firsit tie of individual liberty and reason-
aille goveiciiît eijoyed by the Cape Dutci wvas given
ici theni by Great ELitain. With tire advcnt of Britain
at tire Cape, the Dutch farmers got thecir first cicar tities to
lari'(. thie> get il-,rict court.-, wvliere justice wvas for f1îe
flrst tiime t(l,,riiii.ered wvith fairncss; and w'ithout lie
corruption which liad made tlirir mlasters so odiotis.
Thre people got tixcir first regular scirool systcm, anid

*tlîeir first postal system, froni thecir ncw British rulers.
wvio also did awvay with tire systein of punisiig
offenders by the cross, the -wliel, and tire rack, those
brutal instruments of torture bcing destroyed at tic
very outsct of tire Britisli regime.

Sucli, iii a few wvordls, ,.as Uic contrast betw'cei
Britishx and Dutcli rue at tire Cape. It is not to be
denied tliat between tie Homie Governmcnt and thre
colonîial rulers mîanv mistakes have been made in the

subsequent lîistory of Britishî rule iii Southr Africa; but
more Olten than otherwise tiese errors wvere nmade
tirroligli inistaken lenieîîcy or mîistakcn plîilantlîropy
touards Boer anid nlative alternatcly. Perliaps tie Mnost
ixîpardonabie grievarîce îirrsed by tue B3oers iii thre
presclt century ivas the etîraicipation of the slaves iii
the Cape Colon1Y il' 1837. MalnY Boers to thre prescrit
day believe iil apparent Iîoîîsty tlîat a Kaffir lias no0
soul, and class liini witli tue îvild beasts of tire veldt.
Whiie otirer ntionîs besides the Uniited Statcs bave
freeci the slaves %vitirort conmpensationi to tue slave
owmîers, Great Britain voted to tire slave hlkers of tire
Cape f 1,247,000. Tis ivas 01113 iraîf the amîrounit of tire
appraisement, but it mnust be reniernbercd tlîat tue slaves
o! the West Indies and otiier parts of thre empire iad
to bc frec at tue saine tinie at a total cost of É20,oo.ooo
-an eîîornîous suiu for tirose days-and Uic sublirriest
exhîibitionî of tire awakeîîing of national conscience ever
recorded in tire iîistory of nations. Tiiougi thre Boers
mnt have knowiî froin tue agitation that irad been go-
ing on in England for tue preceding thirty years tiîat
tic eilancipation of slaves rîîust corne, tirere ivas a
great outcry Nviieii tue aniont of compensation wvas an-
notinced, and, to, iake mîatters ivorse, froni their stand-
point, a horde o! self-appointed agents, wvori<ing on the
circunistalice tlîat the îiomîey lid to, bc paid iii Londlon,
bonghit up thec daims o! tic fariners for a mere song
in inîatn cases, and the eniraged slavc-owning farmers
trekked into thre iîîterior to tire nuîîîber o! several
tiousaid, founding wliat is now tire Orange Free State,
tic Tr'ansvaal, and a portion of Natal. British settiers
liad anticipated tien in Natal, arnd after sonie bloodshed
and a fcîv years' licsitaucy on tire part of tire Home
Guverrîîîicîit, Britishr sovereigîîty ivas prociaiîîied over
Natal 111 1843. Aithougi the British Governînent liad
îvarîîed tire ciîîigraîît Boers that they ivere still l3ritisli
subjccts, tirose wlîo settled in tic Free State and tire
Tr.ýrisvaal werc allowed to rie tieirseives. Thre Free
State ivas iîîdeed taken under Britishî mule for a number
of years, but tliat nule ivas N'itlidrawn under tire protest of
a large îuiiirity of the inliabitants, and the State wvas
left an independent Republic in 1854. Under tire wise
anîd corrîmon-sense rule of tire late Sir John Brand.
wlîo wvas presiderît for twenty-five years, the Fre
State li&rs liad tili noîv tire best relations, aimost unin-
terrptedly, vitllm Great Britain and -%vith lier colonial
neiglîbors. Tirere ivas but onie serions difficuity ani
that arose ont of thre discovery o! tire dianîond fields oiu
tire borders o! the State iii 1867. The land had beeri
owmied andc îvas stili claimuie( by a Griqua chief, mîanied
Watcrboer. anîd tic Britishî Governrncrît liavinig bouglit
nlp lis riglits. proc!aiîîîed tue diariond fields Britishr
territory in 1871. Tire Frce State, wviicir had claimeci a
part of tîcse fields. witlidrewv under protest, but wvhat-
ever tue îîîerits of its dlaiims tiîey ivere gencrotisiy coni-
pelisate(l by a payîiert of .i9o,ooo, iviti wviicl the little
State wvas %veli satisfied, and iili wiiicli it buiit its first
raiiwva-a rond tint stanîds to-day as tue best asset
Possesscd by tie State. Wiile tire Dutch in tire Fre
State and Natal, as ivell as in tue Cape, have settUed
<lowii to a fairiy gerieral friendliuîess towards tue British.
tie history of thre Tranisvaal B3oers lias beenu muarred bv
a stroîîg and persistenît liatred o! Britishî Goverîrînent
and people. People<l largeiy b3- the irreconciteables, wvho,
liad icît 'Natal and tire Fre State on tue advent of the


