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anrd ivest. Tirat throughout titis arable anrd pastoral area
latitude bears no dircct relation to sommner isotîterins, lthe
sprittg flowers aird the buds of deciduous trecs appearing
as early north of Great Slave Lake as at WVinnipeg, St.
Paul and Minneapolis, Kingston, or Ottawva, aird earlfer

j aiotg thc Peace, Laird, and somie nrmuor western affluients
of the Great Mackenzie river, wliere tIre cliiatce reseti-
bics that of western Ontario. That the native grasses
and vetcites arc equal ani in somie districts superior to
those of castern Canada. That tire irrevailing south-west
sunmner winds of the country ini question bring the
wvarmîth and mnoisturc w'hichi render possible tîte far north-
crn cercal growth, and sensihly affect the climiate of the
region under coursideration as far north as the Arctic
circle and as far east as the eastern rimi of the Mackenzie
Basin.

Fish wvcre fOuInd in aI)und:ince and sairnon in iiearly
ail the rivers.

Tire forest area, the report says, has upon it a growvh

of trees wvell suited for ail purposes of bouse and slrip-
building, for niniing, railwvay and hridging purposes, Car in
excess of its own needs, and of great prospective
value to tire treeiess regions of Canada and tire United
States to the soutîr, tIre growth on ihe Laurentian forma-
tion being scant, but tire alluvizl portion lias upon it the
IlLiard," a baisaru poplar, somietimes called Daim of
Gilead or rougir bark poplar, 120 feet high, wvith a stump
diarneter of five or six feet. Tire wvhite sprucc, i50 feet
high, witlr a stump diameter of four to five feet ; tire larci
of about thre saine size, and tire banksian Pine, w'hose
str-aight stemu is often ioo feet long, with oniy two feet of
d;aineter at the stump.

Tihis is the country to which we wish to secure ready
acccss. The route proposed is shown bytire acconrpanying
map. Froru Missanahie on lthe C.P.R., to Moose Factory
on James' Bay, the southern extremity of Hudson's Bay,
iS 250 miles ; front Moose Factory to tire liead of Chester-
field Inil, tire iiorth-wcstern extreniîiy of Hudson's Bay,
is 1,300 miles of deep wvater navigation ; froin tIre head of
Chesterfield Inlet 10 Great Slave Lake is not more tîran 1-:

mriles, %vliere a portage raiiway wvou1d bc buit; froin Great
Slave Lake to lthe nrouth of tire Mafckenzie River is 1,400
muiles ; a raiIlvay line 5o miles long wuuld connect the
nrouth of the Macketrzie river with the Porcupine, a
branch of tire Yu:kon, wvhich afilords navigable wvater for
i,500 mtiles to the B3ehring Sea.

Tire lino from Missanabie to Nioose Factory is esti-
mnated 10 cost $30,ooo per mile, or S7,soo,ooo, and titis
suurr it is proposed to raise partly by means of land and
monev grants whicli are to bc asked froin the Ontario and
Dominion Goverrnments on the following conditions : First
-That no rayments shouid be ruade until a considerabie
part of the wurk wvas actually done, and tirata large reserve
shouid ho rmade uintil tire road wvas actually finislied to
H-udson B3ay. Second-That the stock control of the
enterprise should be deposited in Toronrto as a trust, and
that it should be retained in that condition until the rail-
wvay wvas conipleted, and open for traflic. Vien that the
Dominion Governinent, and aCter that the Provincial

Governmient, and foliorving these the citizens of Canada
and of Toronto, shud have an opportunity of taking a
zontrolling itrterest in the stock at par, which, should be
valucd in the construction operatiomrs at the sairne rate.

*The charter under wvhichi the first line in this new
crain of connection is 10 be built wvas granted to a num-
ber of Sault Ste. Marie rnen seven years ago, ànd svas
transferred by thent a shrort tine since to a group of well-
known Toronto capitaiists, among rvhom are Stapieton
Caldecott, S. H. Blake, J. W. Langmuir, Robt. Kilgour,
and James Scott.

The engineer in charge of the preparatory wvork is
Chrarles T. Harvey, C.E., wvhose work is wvelI known in
connection wvitli a nuniber of imp,>rtaint works.

VIE DEEP WATERWAYS QUESTION.

Tire United States commission appointed to consider
the question of an international deep wvater-vay route front

tIre Great Lakes to the sea liras reported to Congress, and
tire Canadian comrmission appointed ta co-operate with the
Amierican commission hrave also sent in their report. The


