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Ebe Canadian Engineer THE GREAT LAKES AND TYPHOID.

The boundary waters between the United States 
and Canada are rapidly becoming polluted, as is evi
denced by the typhoid death rate of some of the cities 
located on them. We are glad to note, therefore, that 
the International Joint Commission has been instructed 
by the governments of both countries to investigate the 
question of pollution of boundary water. The questions 
laid before the Commission are as follows :—

1. To what extent and by what 
causes and in what localities have the 
boundary waters between the United States 
and Canada been polluted so as to be in
jurious to the public health and unfit for 
domestic or other uses?

2. In what way or manner, whether 
by the construction and operation of suit
able drainage canals or plants at convenient 
points or otherwise, is it possible and ad
visable to remedy or prevent the pollution 
of these waters, and by what 
arrangement can the proper construction or 
operation of remedial or preventive works, 
or a system or method of rendering these 
waters sanitary and suitable for domestic 
and other uses, be best secured and main
tained in order to insure the adequate 
tection and development of all interests in
volved on both sides of the boundary, and 
to fulfil the obligations undertaken in 
Article IV. of the Waterways Treaty of 
January nth, 1909, between the United 
States and Great Britain, in which it is 
agreed that the waters therein defined as 
boundary waters and waters flowing 
the boundary shall not be polluted on either 
side to the injury of health or property on 
the other?”

The Secretaries of the International Joint Commis
sion have, by the direction of Chairman Tawney in the 
United States and Chairman Casgrain in this country, 
sent requests to the mayors of all the cities along the 
international water boundary for data regarding their 
water supply and sewerage systems, with the expecta
tion that much of this information will be ready to 
submit to the Commission when it meets in Ottawa the 
first Tuesday in October.

A great deal of valuable information, no doubt, will 
be received. The result of the investigation will be 
awaited with interest. One result, no doubt, will be the 
co-operation of the two countries in forcing cities and 
municipalities to purify their sewage before allowing it 
to be discharged into the Great Lakes.
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