6 THE CANADIAN FREEMASON.
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ests, and not according to its moral menit ; if such
a wan shall act consistently with his own prin.

S N

universal.  Forif that of to-day may not be that
of to-morrow—if what is obligatory on me may
ciples, and is not sometines influenced by the{not be obligatory en you—the oblization woul
goodness of his heart, he can cultivate nether | deffor fram stself, and be vanable and contingent.
Iriendship, justice, nor generosty. Itis impossaable | 'Pins fort 15 the proaeiple of atl morahty. That
for the wan to be brave, who shail pronounce pom tevery act cantiny to night and ystice, deserves to
the greatest evil; or temperate, who shall propose  he ropressed by force, and punished when com-
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plensure as the highest good.
The Fourth Great Truth in Masonry s ths :

The moral truths are us absolute as the meta-§ does th

phyacal truths.  Even the Deity cannot make n
that there should be effecls without a cause, or
phenomena without substance.  As litle could He

make it 10 be sinful and evil to 1espect our pledged Land tor virtue

word, ta love truth, to moderate our passtuns.
principles of morality ale

autted, equally in the absence of any law or con-
traet; that annaturally recognizes the distinction
hotween the ment and demerit of actions, as he
at between justice awd tnjustice, honesty
and dishonesty ; and feels, without beng taught,
wnd 1 the absence of jav or contract, thatit s
wrory “or vice to be rewaided, or go unpunished,
to be pumished, or left uncewarded:

‘Lhe band that the DEtry bewsg whmtely just and good,
axwtus, hike the prret= it wugt follow, as a necessary and intlexible law,

ples of geometry. The muial laws are the neces- Lihat punishment shall be the” result of sin—its -
sary relations that flow frum the nature ot things. fevitable and natural effect and corollary, and not

and they are not created by, but have existed

etesnally in Gop.  Then continued existence does |
Teuth ! The Seventh Great Truth in Masonry ts this:
Not because we |

not depend upoa the exercise of His WiLr.
and Justice are of His Esseack.
are feeble and Gop owmuypotent, 1s 1t onr duty to
obey His law. We may be forced, but are not
under oblization 10 obey the stronger.  Gop 19 the
principle of Morality, but not by His mere will,
which, abstracted frem all otber of His attributes,
would be neither just nor unjust, Good is the ex-
pression of Hus will, 1 so far as that wall 1s tself
the expression of eternal, absolute, uncreated jus-
fice, which s in Gopo, which His witl did “not
create; but which 1t executes and promulgates,
as our will proclaws and promulzates, and exe-
cu'es the 1dea of the good winch 1sn us.  He has
given us the law of Truth and Justice; but He
has not arbutrarily wstituted that law, Justice is
inherent in His will, because 1t is contained in His
intelligence and wisdom, 1n His very nature and
nost 1ntimate essence.

The Fifth Great Truth in Musonry 1s this

There is an essestial distnction between Good
and Evil; what 15 just and what 1s unjust; and to
ths distinction is atiached, for every mtelhgentand
free creature, the absolute obligation of conforming
to whatis good and just, Man s an intelhgent
and fres being—iree, because he 13 conscious
that it s s duty, and because 1t s made bis duty,
to obey the dictates ot truth and justice, and thure-
fore he must uecessanly bave the power of doing
80, which involves the power ol a0t domny so—
capable of comprehending the disinction between
good and evil, justice and injustree, and the obliga-
tion which accompames it, and ot n~turally adher-
g to that obligattun, mdependemty of any con-
tiact or positave law ; capable also of resisting the
temptations which urge tum towards evil and injus-
tice, and of complywy wuh the sacred law of
eternal justice.

That man is not governed by a resistess fate or
mexorable desiuy, but 13 free tn choose between
the eval and the good: that Justice and Right, the
Good and Beauudul. are of the essence of the Divi-
uity, like His Intuntude ; and therelore they are
laws 1o mau ; that we are conscious of anr free-
dom to act, as we are conscous of our wdentity . ail
the continuauce sud connectedness ot our oxisTeriee ;
and have the same evidence of one us of the other;
and if we can pot one .n doudt, we have uo cei-
tanty of either, and everything 1s unveal - that we
can deny our tree wall znd free ageney, only upm,
the grouud that they are 1 the nature of things
tpossible s which would be to deny the Omntpo-
tence of Gob.

The Sixth Great Truth in Masonry 1s thic :

The necessity of practising the moral truihs is,
obligation, The moral truths, necessary n the
cye of reason, are obligatory wn the will, The
moral ot:igation, like the maral trwth that s its
foundation, 1s ahsolule. As the - cessary truths
are not more or less necessary, so the obligation s
not more or less obligatory.  Taere are degrees of
importance among different oblizations § but uone
i the obligation itselt. We ate not marly obhged,
almost abliged. We are wholly so, or nnt at all.
Ithere be any place of rofuge to which we can
escape from the obligation, 1t ceases (o exist. I
the obligation 15 absolute, 1t 1s immutable and

a mere arbiliary s engeauce.

The immuiable law of Gop requires that, besides
respecting the absolu.e nghis ot others, and being
wmetely just, we shonld do good, be chantable, and
obey the dictates of the generous and noble senti-
ments of the soul.  Chaitv s a law, because our
conscrence 1 not satisfied aor at ease if we have
not relieved the sufferine , the distressed, and the
destitnte. 1118 to give .nat which he to whom
you give has no nght to take or demand. Lo be
charitable 1s obligatory on us. \We are the almoners
of Gop's bounties.  But the obligation 1s not so
precise and mflexible as the obhyzation 10 be just,
Chanty knows nuither rule nor hmit. It goes
beyond all oblisaton.  Its beauty consists in ils
liberty, ¢ He that loveth not, knoweth not Gop;
rorR Gop 18 Love. [f we love one another, Gop
dwelleth a ue, and s love is perlected in us.
Gobp is love; aad he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth
w1 Gop, and Gop in him.*’ To be kindly affection-
ed one to another with brotheriy love; to relieve
the necessites of the needy. and be gencrous,
liberal, and hospnables to return to uo mzn ewil
tor evtl; to rejoice at the good fortune of others,
and sympathize with thewm o therr sorrows and
reverses; to hive praceably with alt men, and sepay
wjuiies with benefits and kindness; these are the
sublime dictates ot the Moral Law. taught, from
we infancy of the world, by Musonry.

The Eghth Great Truth wn Masonry is this:

Tiat the laws which control and regulate the
Uiiverse of Gop are those ol tnotion and harmony.
We see only the 1solated incudents at thinge, and
with our feeble and tunited caparity and vision
caunue hscern their connection, nor the mighty
chiords tuat make the apparent discord perfect
haimouy. Ewvil 13 merely apparent, aud all is in
reality good and pertect.” For pan and sorrow,
persecuton and hardships, affbiction and destitution,
sickness aml death, are but the means by which
alune the noblest virtues could be developed.
Without them, and without sin and eiror, and

t wiung aud autinge,as there can be no effect with-

ot an adequate cause, there conld be neither pa-
ticuce undes suflering and distress ; nor prudence
in duliculiy , nor temperance 1o avoid excess; nor
courase to meet danger ; nor truth, when to speak
the truth s hazardous 5 nor love, when it 13 met
wab wgratitude ; nor charity for the needy and
desutute; nor torbearance and forgiveness of in-
junes 3 nor toleration of erroneous opinions ; nor
charitable judgment and consiruciion of ten’s
motives and actions ; nor patriotism, nor heroism,
nor honour, nor sell-denial, nor generosity. These
and wost other virtues and excellences would have
1 0 existerce, and even theit names he unknown ;
and the poor virtures that shill existed, would scarce
drserve the name , for hife would be one flar, dead,
low level, above which uone of the lofty elements
of human nature would emerge; and man would
lie lapped 1n contented indolence and idleness, 8
mnere worthless negative, mnstead of the brave,
strang soldier agaiust the grnim legions of Evil and
rade Difficulty.

The Ninth Gireat Truth in Masm y 1s tus:

That the Justicr, the Wisnoa, and the Mercy
or Gop ate ahke miinite, alike perfect, and yet
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do not in the least jar or conflict one with the other;
but form a (Great §Perfect Trinity of Attnbutes,
three and yet one: that, the prnciple ot wmernt
and demerit beiny ubsolute, aud every good uction
deserving to be rewarded, and every bud one to be
punished, and Gop beng as just as Heis good;
and yet the cases constantly recurring tn this world,
in which crime and ciuelty, opptession, tyraany,
and injustice are prosperous, happy, fostunate, und
self~contented, und tule aud reign, and enjoy alt
the blessings of Gop’s beneficence, whtle the vir-
tuous and good are unfoitunate, nuserable, desn-
tute, pining away m dungeons, perishing with
cold, end famushung with hunger—~slaves of op-
pression, and instruments and victims of the mis-
creants thut govern; so that thus wosld, it there
were no exwstence beyond 1t, would be one great
theatre of wrong and ijustice, proving Gop wholly
aisregardful of His own necessary faw of merit
a0d demerit j~—it follows that there must be another
tife, 1n Which these apparent wrongs shall be re-
parred : that ali the powers of man’s soul tend to
infinty,and hlsmdomllablcmstmclohmmmtality,
and the umversal hope of unother lte, teshified 1o
by all creeds, all poetsy, ull traditons, estublish
its certainty ; for man is not anorphan ; but haih a
Father in heaven: and the div must come when
Light and Truth, aud the Just and Good shall be
victorious, and Darkness, Error, Wrong, and Evit
be annihitated, and krown no more for ever ; that
the universe is one great Harmony, in which, ac-
cording to the faith of all natiuns, deep-rooted
all hearts in the primitive ages, Light willutuma-
tely prevail over Darkness,eqdlhe Good Prnciple
over the Evil; and the wnyriad souls that have
emanated from'the Divinity, purified and ennobled
by the struggle here below, will again retury to
perfect bliss in the bosom of Gop, to oflend against
whose laws will then be no longer possible.

The One Great Lesson taught to us us Musons is,
therefore, this :

That to that state and realm of Light and Truth
and Perfection, which 18 absotutely certain, all the
good men on earth are tending ; and if there is
faw from whose operation none ate exempt, which
mevitably conveys their bodics to darkness and to
dust, there 1s another not less certain, nor less
powerful, which conducts their spints to that
state of Happiness, and Splendour, aad Perfection
the bosom of thewr Father and their Gop. The
wheels of nature are not mu " to roil backward.
Everytiang presses on to Eter.ity. From the birth
of Tune an unpetuous current has set in, which
bears all the sons of men toward that interminable
ocean. Meanwhile, Heaven is attracting to stself
whatever 1s conyenial to its nature, is ennching
itsell oy tke spoils of the Earth, and collecting
wathin its cupacious bosom whatever is pure, pes-
maneut, and divige, leaving nothing for the last
fire to consume but the gross matier that creates
concupiscence ; while everything fit tor that good
fortune shall be gathered and selected {rom the
rins of the world, to adorn that Eternal City.

Let every Mason, then, obey the voice that calls
tim thither,  Letus seek the things that are above,
and be not content with a world that must shortly
perish, and which we must speedity quit, while we
negleet ta prepate for thatin which we are tnvired
to dwell for ever. While everything within us and
around us remmds us ol the approach of deatlr,
and concuis to teach ug that this is not our rest,
let us hasten our preparstions for another world,
and casuestly implore that help and strength from
our Fatber, which alove can put anenj to that
tatal war which our desires have too long waged
withour destiny. When these move in the same
direction, and that which Gop's will renders uns-
voidabie shalt betome our choice, all things will
be ours; life will be divested of its vamity, and
death disarmed of us terrois,—A. P,

We hope to receive, ere our next 1tsue, the
particulars of the names, places, and time of
meetng of most of the Lodges in Canada—
and shafl commence publishing them, and so
continue until the whole have appsared.



