
frHE OANADIN CIRAFTSMAN.

said Oomrnons, bath ordained and es-
tablishied that such chapiters and con-
gregations shall nothereafter be holden;
if they thereof be convic4, shall be
judged for félons; and that ail the
other masons that come to such chap-
iters and congregations be punished
by imprisonment of their bodies, and
niake fine and ransoni at the king's
will."

Thus I leave the matter, with hardly
a perceptible hint as ta the inanner of
degeneration from, bodies of skilled ar-
ehitecta to friendship societies, the only
remaining connecting iink of their
origin being a few signs and marks
emblematic of their early eflorts. Their
separation from the Roman Oathohic
Church doubtless contributed, ina great
uieasure, to further the distinction ;
and, when we take into consideration
the extreme privacy of their proceed-;
ings, it is not much a matter for won-
der that no satisfactory record should
remain explanatory of the transactions
of the primary assemblies.-The Ar-
,chitect.

LANDMARKS AND LEGISLATION.

If there be a just criticism, as to
svhat constitutes the stability of Ma-
sonry, it is to be found, in the direction
of our legisiation by all our Grand
bodies throughout the jurisdiction of
the «United States, and it does not re-
-quire profound research ini knowledge
of the history, literature and jurispru-
dence of Masonry to locate the reasons
or answver the conundruru. So long as
there is a lack of uniformity of legis-
lation atnong ail our Grand bodies,
when eminent writers, thinkers, and
eholars disagree as to what the an-
,cient landmarks are, and what consti-
tutes a Iandmark; when able juriats
and members of th1e fraternity inter-
pret the law to mean one thing and
another quito a different thing, so long
-will laymen of the Order continue to
asir for legisiation, and I doubt not if
one could see the Grand Lodge Con-
stitution of fifty years hence it would
not be recognized by the present gen-

eration of Masons. It is an unfortunate
commentary that our institution 80

hoary with age should, at this late day,
require so mach legislation. It is un-
deniabie that from. year to year men
corne to, our Grand bodies " vith some
amendment to our Constitution, some
law to be repeaied, rnodified or changed.
We are led to ask ourselves the ques-
tion, IlIs there no remedy for this
growing tendency to more legîsiation V'
We think the answer may possibly be
found in a more sincere desirc by the
craft to live nearer to the spirit of
Masonry, of our just and equitable
laws, than to be always seeking notor-
iety in the direction of legisiation that
is neither ivise nor Masonic. The tend-
ency of the tixnes is towards too mucli
legisiation, too niany laws, and Ma-
sonic bodies are no exception to the
rule. Ifs it not time that some of us
become conversant with our Masonic
iaw 'I and if we did, we think: ther.9
would be fewer law.makers and more
intelligent Hasons.-O. O. ROGERS,
Wisconsiti.

SHADOW AND SUBSTANCE;

In a well.written and thoughtful
article under the above heading the
Soutth African Fireemason points out
some of the defects in the administra-
tion of the Craft in the colonies, coin-
paring the systems in vogue there with.
those adopted in America. It says-
44Instead, of, like our American breth-
ren, boldly taking the bull by the
horns, and honestly asserting our right
to act as cen.sQores morUra of those who,
voluntarily place themselves under the
obligations of the Order, we shrink
behind a false charity and taire refuge
in every littie legal quibble, until it
becomes aimost a hopeless task to
purge our ranks from even the thief,
the adulterer, or the drunkard. In the
States they run the black sheep to trial
with. ýery littie delay, and clear the
good name and fame of the Oraf t with-
ont mucli acruple about hurting the
tender feelings of the offender. Breth-
ren, in ail these- things we require to


