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PARLIAMENTARY LAW, AS APPLIED TO THE GOVERN.
MENT OF MASONIC BODIES,

BY ALBERT G. MACKEY, M. D,
CHAPTER XXVIIL
OF SPECIAL ORDERS,

The most common class of privileged questions in parliamentary
assemblies is that to which is technieally given the name of « orders of
the day.” When the consideration of any matter is, by a motion,
posiponed to a certain day, the matter so assigned is called, when the
day for its consideration arrives, the special order for that day.

By this act the ovder of the day becomes a privileged question, and
takes precedence of all others, The parliamentary regulations which
refer to thix question are numerous and intricate, but very few of them
bave any application to Masonic Lindges or Chapters,

For instance, in all parliamencary assemblies the business is distri-
bute:d by <ertain rales, which cannot casily be set aside.  Thus public
motious are o be considerel on one certain day of the wesk; private
ones on annther. A certain day is divected to be devoted to the ¢m-
sideration of petitions, a fourth one to appropriations, and so onj; so
ibat the class of business which is arranged for one day cannot be dis-
cussed on another, unless the rale is suspendel. Now, to make any
question a special order for the day, and to give it precedence on that
day over all other questions—over in fact the very eclass of questions
that nas been appropriated to that particular day—would be to violage
the rules of the house.  And therefore it has been decided that, when
any proposition is male an ovder for a subsequent day, it is to be con-
sidered that the rules for that oceasion have been. suspended.  Bat a
rule caniot be susp:nded by the vote of a mere majority. A vote of
two-thirds is req sired for thut pirpose; and therefore, to malke any
question a special order, it is neces~ary that two-thirds of the members
should vote in tavor of the proposition, although, when the special order
comes up, @ bare majority may postpone its consideration.

No such rule has been established in Masonry. A majority vote only
is necessary in a Lodge or Grand Lindge to make any hour ov day the
special time for the consideration of any proposition; or, in other words,
£0 make it the special order for that hour or day.

The limited period appropriated to the communication of a Lodge
malkes it very unusual to adopt the praciice of special orders ; although
a proposition introduced in the early part of the eveaing might be, and
sometimes iz, made the special order for a later hour.  But the pro-
tracted session of a Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter often gives rise to
special orders; and thercfore the parliamentary rules that govern them,
so far as they are applicable to Masonic bodies, must be considered.

The proper form of making any proposition & special order is as fol-
lows: On the presentation of any proposition, whether it be a motion,
a petition, an election, or any other substantive matter, which it is then
propnsed to discuss, any member may rise and say, ¢ I move that this
motion—or whatever else it may be—be made the special order for 10
o’clock on Wednesday morning,” or any other hour and day that he may
select. This motion, being seconded, is put y the presiding officer,
and, if adopted by a majority of votes, it becomes the special order for
that hour and day.



