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PARLIAMENT IARY LAW, AS APPLIEiJ TO TiIE GOVERN-
MENT OF MASONIC BODIES.

BY ALIIERT G. MACKEY, 3X. D.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

OF SPECIAL ORDERS.
The most coimmon class of privileged questions in parliamentary

assemblies i; that to whii is teehnieally given tic name of " orders of
the day." Wien the consideration of any matter is, by a motion,
postponîed to a certain day, the matter so assigned is called, when the
day for its consideration arrives, te special order for tiat day.

By titis act the order of the day becomes a privileged question, and
takes preeedence of all others. The parliamentary regulations which
refer t) tlis question are nuimerous and intrica.te, but very few of them.
have any application to Masonie Loîdges or Cliapters.

For iistanee, in all parliamemtary asseniblies the business is distri-
buted by iertain rules, which cannot easily be set aside. Thus public
motions are to be considere1 on one certain day of the week ; private
ones on anoiher. A certain day is directed to be devoted to the c n-
sideration of petitions, a fourtlh one to appropriations, and so on ; so
that the class of business which is arrangel for one day cannot be dis-
cussedI on anotlier, unless Lte uile i su1 pende 1. Nov, to iake any
question a special order for Lte day, and to give it precedence on that
day over aill ot lier questions-ver in fact the very class ot questions
that nas beenl appropriated to that particular day-would be to violate
the rules of ti bouse. And therefore it lias been decided that, when
any propoition is mia le an order for a subseiqent day, it is to bt con-
sidered tiat the rules flor that occasion have been suspended. But a
rule ean ot be sispinded by the vote of a imere najority. A vote of
two-thirdis req ired for tiat pirpose; and therefore, to make any
que,tion a special order, it is necessiy that tvo-thirds of the mnmers
should vote in favor of the proposition, although, when the speciail order
cumes Up, a bare iajority miy postpone its consideration.

No sucb rule lias been established in Mrsonry. A majority vote only
is necessary in a Lodge or Grand fLodge to make any hour or day the
special tinie ihr the consideration of any proposition; or, in other words,
to make it the special order for that hour or day.

The liniited period appropriated to the communication of a Lodge
makes it very unusutal to adopt the practice of special orders ; although
a proposition introduîced in the early part of the evening night be, and
somnetines is, made the special order for a later hour. But the pro-
tracted session of a Grand Lodge or Grand Chapter often gives rise to
special orders; and therefore the parlianientary rules that govern them,
so far as tiey are applicable to Masonic bodies, must be considered.

The proper form of making any proposition a special order is as fol-
lows: On the presentation of any proposition, whether it be a motion,
a petition, an election, or any other substantive matter, which it is then
proposed to diseuss, any member may rise and say, " I move that this
motion-or whatever else it may be-be made the special order for 10
o'clock on Wednesday morning," or any other hour and day that he may
select. This motion, being seconded, is put y the presiding ofßicer,
-and, if adopted by a majority of votes, it becomes the special order for
that hour and day.


