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Apple Growin g in the Province of Quebec*
K. Brodie. Westmount. Quebec

O Nthe Island :f Montreal, in theearly days, when the FameuseÎ
apple was supreme, followed close-

ly by the Pomme Gris, Bourassa and
Canada Reinette, one would realize as
mch for one barrel of Fameuse as for
two of winter apples fromi Ontario.
Pomme Gris were sold in haif-barrels at
fancy prices. TFhe late Hon. E. Prud-
homme sold, in one year, $7,00O worth
of apples. These resuits stimulated a
great inany to go largely inito apple
growing, with the hope that in a few
years their fortunes would be made, and
that in their old age they would take
their ease, but the old saying of the poet
Burns came true: "The best laid schemes
of mice and men gang aft aglee.," Wheni
their younig orchards came into bearing,
the insects becamne nuinerous, especially
the codling moth and plum curculio,
with an occasional deluge of caterpillars;
then followed the fungous disease known
as the atrnple scab, which for a ntumber of

Now, what is the outlook for the
future? Our worthy Premier, Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, truly said that "The, nîne-
teenth century xwas for the United'States,
but the twentieth century is for Can-
ada." What share shall the fruit grow-
ers of Quebec have in the prosperity of
our vast Dominion? Can we share with
Ontario and British Columbia in sup-
plying the great provinces of the west
with fruit that they can not grow?

Withthe shîpping ports at our doors,
and with imiproved transportation fadil-
ities, including cold storage and ventilat-
ing fans, we have access to ýthe markets
Of Europe, but we, in the province of
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pears, grapes, and even tobacco, can be
grown successfully.

What is wanted is more care in the
selection of locations and souls in setting
out orchards, Trees are set out in land
with cold, wet subsoils. They make a
healthy growth for a few years, and,
when the roots strike the cold bottom,
they lose vigor and gradually die.

More care should be taken, also, in
the selection of varieties. In the last
report of the Quebec, Pomological So-
ciety is a valuable list of varieties, pre-
pared by a committee of the society,
that should be distributed over our
province.

Greater .care should be taken in the
preparation of insecticides and theîr
applications. I know of a case where
a mnan lost over $2,000 worth of apple
trees. It was recommended by a hec-
turer to paint the trunks of the trees
with good paint, so as to prevent the
ravages of the borer. T 'here was spirits
of turpentine ýn the paint and it caused
the damnage.

More care should be taken in the
paecing and marketing of our apples. I
strongly recommend cooperation. Every
grower should read Mr. Alex. McNeill's
(Chief, Fruit Division, Ottawa) Bulletin
on cooperation, also his bulletin on
packing apples in barrels and boxes.
They are replete with valuable informia-
tioxn. 1 would suggest that they be
printed ini the annual report of our
Society.

The great trouble in many orchards
is that the trees are neglected, while
mucli care and fertilization is grven to
other crops. Some men are looking for
bette~r varieties of apples to supplant the
old kinds. If the old Fameuse could
only speak, you would hear thie echo
from hill to bull: "Oh, for a better class
of farmers to take care of us!"

THE RESOURcES OP~ THE PROVINCE

'The province of Quebec is a land of
boundless possibilities. It excels in the
manufacture of butter and cheese, as
well as in fruit production. Tt leads in
thie manufacture of maple produets.


