
FARMING

sow on the grouînds. Wi. Butler &
Son, I. George & Son, Hl. Gregg &
Son, and J. E. Butler showed success-
fui exhibits.

'l'e show of dressed poultry was
smiall, but good. It is the ntention to
have a more successful show next year,
and there is somtie talk of extending t'le
time to two days.

THE ICE CROP.

The lime tu gathier in hie ice crop
is ai hand. 'lie cold weather of the
last week, now that Ile holhdays are
over, will set mîany al fariner plannmng
how to fil lhis ice-house.

In the first place, sec that ail ieces
sary repairs are made tie ice hliouse,
and that it is put into first-class con.
dition. If you lavenî't got an ice-
house, and require ice only occasion
ally, hîelp your neiglibor put in lus ici,
so that you can have what ice you re-
quire. But every farner requiring ice
should have a suflicient supply of ice
of his own ; il is mutchi mîîore convenient
than to have to go to a netghbor's for
il. It is possible for a man with a
crean separator to get alonîg without
ice, but when the hot weather cones
lie would turn out a much better pro-
duct if lie lad it.

An empty silo tmakes a good ice-
house. If only a snall quantity of ice
is wanted, a little lean.to, built on the
north side of the barni or other building,
in a place where the sun does nt shine
on it very long n the day, will keep ice
surprisingly welh. The side and ends
should be boarded high enouglh to keep
out the direct rays of the sun, but not
so close to the roof as to prevent a very
free circulation of air. There should
be a packing of sawdtst about cighteen
itches in thickness around the outside
of the ice and a covernng of the sanie
depth or more. Pea straw niakes a
fairly good substitute for sawdust. If,
however, a large quantity of ice is re-
quired, il will pay to build a good ice.
house. Plans of excellent ice-houses
can be had, fron which any far-ner can
select one that will meet his require-
ments.

Now, having an ice-house, the next
thing to do is to lay in a supply of saw-
dust. Don't wait until you are ready
to draw the ice before you thitnk about
the sawdust ; get it in beforehîand.

Examine the ice-tongs and see that
everything is ready, have aIl repairs
made and everythng in shape in good
time.

Insist upoi having your blocks of
ice cul with true sides and ends, so
that they will pack tightly together
with as little space between them as
possible. Fill ail the cracks and
spaces, should there be any, with
pounded ice. If this is not done the
air gets in these places, with the result
that there will be a great waste of ice.

NEW WAY OF SECURING ICE.
The following useful hint comes from

an exchange: Most people have well
water near the house, and can easily
have ice made in the following man-
ner: On a very cold day putmp up
some water and let it stand until it
commences to freeze, then take a pail-
ful and wet the bottom and sides of
the ice-house thoroughly. A coating
of ice will soon form. By repeating
this a few times a water-tight tank will
be foimedt into which watez may be

poured, and it will freeze solhd in a
short lime. At night several barrels of
waler cai be poured in, and will be
fuund one suthd block mii the norning.
It will be quite a surprise to see what
a large quantity of ice can be made in
this way by a person on a very cold
day.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
FiRmi.:.i\R i IN.

A.W., Springfield-I i-l\kiirs. for
Nov. 30th1 I notice taIt W.J.P.,King-
ston, lias a pair of twn calves, one a
helfer, the other a bulll. He says lits
neighlbors told him that the leifer
would not breed. I inight say that I
had a pair of twin calves, one a heifer,
the other a bull, tihe saime as \V.J. P.
They were purehied 1-lolstems, calved
thIe 20ti Apt-il, 1892. I let them run
wvitli the cow and suck ber.

I had a sale mit the fail of that year,
Nov. 3rd, and the leifer calf weighed
500 lbs. on the platformn scales in the
barn, and the hull loo lhs. I sold the
huli at the sale! but the buyers were
afraid of the leifer, as they thought she
would not breed. I kept her a year,sotd
her to a breeder, and she lad a calf
when shte was two years old. Sie lias
had a calf every spring since id is a
good cow. I have lier iiothier yet but
she lias not dropped any more twins.

V.J.P1 nced not lbe afraid that lis
heifer will not breed. I know several
pairs of twns the saie as mine and
and ail of themî are breedng.

A W. is, no doubi, advising to the
best of his knowledge, nevertheless we
know, and so do a large numiber of
breeders, that niany lieifers that are twin
with a bull will not breed. Why, is
îlot known. Spiegelbiirg suggests, by
way of explanation, that those twin
heifers that do breed are trte twins,
i.e., two organisns developed from one
and t.e sane ovum, the one a bull the
other a heifer, while those so-called
heifers that do not breed are a case
whîere the two organisms have been
developed from two separate and
distinct ova. The sexual organs of
one of these lias developed normally,
the other abnornally. The one that
develolis abniormally is called a free-
martin, and will not and cannot pos.
sibly breed, because, the essential
organs are wanting although there mîay
be aIl the outward signs of a perfect
animal.

I.U.iP' JAw.

R. McC., Old Bans : There is a
hard lump growing in the jaw of one
of my steers. I do îlot know the cause
of it. What can I do to cure it ?

A:s.-Tlis is very likely a case of
lumpy jaw," wihich is a growth or

swelling caused by a fungus called
actinomyces. It usually appears in the
region of the head and neck and par-
ticularly on the jaw. The lump grows
to a large size and will gencrally dis-
charge a yellowish pus. The usual
treatnent is to reniove the lump either
with a knife or by means of caustics
when the lump is quite small.

Give iodide of potash, mnternally;
the usual dose is from a drachm to a
drachm and a half dissolved in a pint
of water to every 300 hbs. live w'eight
of the animal. Give this night and
morning until the symptoms of iodism
appear ; discontinue, give a purgative ;
then continue ag;in, Better employ a
good veterinary,*

CORRESPONDENCE.

MORE ABOUT THE DECADENCE OF
THE FAIR SYSTEM.

REPt.Y TO Mt. EDWARDS.

Sl,--In your issute of the 23rd uit.
you were good enough to insert my
letter on the " I)ecadence of the Fair
System." In that lettter, when advo.
cating holding only three fairs, I
oiîîtted the words "in this province "
It would, of course, lie absurd to hold
only three fairs un Canada, and aIl of
theni in Ontario.

I amî glad to sec that Mr. Edwards
lias alsowritten on this subject,alîthough
luis views are ai variance with mine.

He commences his letter by saying
that, if there were only three fairs, pure-
bred stock would suoi narrow down
mto the hands of a very few men, etc.
Why ? I fail to sece.

He then asserts that many of the
prze-winning aninials which are ex-
hibited at our best exhibitions are use-
less for breedmng purposes. Douhtless
some of our toted breeders will ask
hlim to prove his assertion. He further
says that these fairs would soon develop
into a fat stock show.

Mr. Edwards infers that the judges
of purebred stock do not understand
their business, and I take it lie thinks
they judge the cattle not by their good
points but by their b -ef qualities. This
only applies, though, according to his
assertion, to the large " fairs," but the
judges at our local " exhibitions " know
tietter, as he assumes a little further
on.

It may be an expensive matter to
attend fairs at a distance, but I don't
think it would cost more to exhibit at
three exhibitions than at aIl the fairs
withn a raûius of roo miles. Certainly
il would not, if there are as mnany in
other parts as there are within a radius
of oo miles of Princeton. Their
name is legion in this neighborhood.
Prize-money is not the only considera-
lion. Ve cannot aIl carry off the red
ticket,although I have often known cases
in some local shows w, en there lias
only been one entry in a certain class,
and the exhibitor has had the " great
honor " of " winning first prize.'

Mr. Edwards only takes up the case
of stock ; whuat about poultry, cereals,
agricultural implements, etc., etc.?

It may not, perhaps, be practical
suddenly to abolish aIl local fairs, but
a step in the right direction would be
to have only one good show in each
county. J. E. RIcHARDsoN.

Princeton, Ont.

Si,-In your issue of November
23rd, over the signature of J. E. Rich-
ardson, I notice an article on "De-
cadence of the Fair System," with
which I, as well as Mr. Edwards, do
not agree.

Taking into consideration Mr. Ed-
wa-ds' view of the matter, I would add
that I am in favor of township fairs
and county fairs for the following rea-
son : A very large majority of exhibi-
tors at both county and township fairs
are persons who do not exhibit at the
larger fairs, and in some cases the
articles exhibited are as good as those
that are shown at the larger fairs, a
credit to the community and to the
persons to which they belong. The
young beginnet fcels more like start-

ing on a smaller scale than to strike
out for Toronto or Montreal the first
lime. A young man beginning lias a
great deal to learn, and by exhibiting
a little, year after year at the smaller
places, he gels his eyes opened a little
more each time ; besides lie gains a
great deal of experience, which he
should have before bringing his stock
out to the larger fairs.

I have been exhibiting some for a
few years past at county and township
fairs, and I have learned much that it
would have been impossible to have
gained otherwise, unless I had gone
along wi:h soie one who had been at-
tending large fairs. Besides this, if
there were no smaller fairs, how
nany would make an effort, in ail kinds
of exhibits, to gel to the front?

I think, too, sir, they are a help to
the conmmunity in keeping up to the
times, as it excites an amb4ion and
push in a young man, whicht in many
cases would be lacking.

Now, so far as the public grant is
concerned, I think it might better be
spent in that way than upon a great
nany government officials, without
whiclh we could gel along very well.

H. B. Cnrsnoi.î.
Wallbridge (Hastings Co.)

EXHIBITION DATES.

Si ,-I was sonewhat amused lately
to see a letter on fail fair dates for
holding the large fairs. I speak from
the standpoint of an exhibitor. 1, for
one, hold that it is a mistaken action
of the Toronto Fair Board to ask the
exhibitors to remain with live stock so
long on exhibition. The fair comes so
early in the season that it neans un-
niecessary expense for the exhibitorand
it certainly does the exhibition no good
financially. ExniTr.

Thedford, Ont.

MUSTARD WITH RAPE.
Si,-Ahthough there has been so

much written on rape culture during
the last five or ten years, I have been
surprised that nothing has been said
about inustard until just recently.
Having had considerable experience
in growing hoth rape and mustard in
England and Canada, I cannot quite
agree with Mr. Rawlings in his method
of sowing. He speaks of sowing half
an acre in each field. I think the bet-
ter plan is to sow it with the rape in
the proportion of one pound of mus-
tard to ten pounds of rape. You will
have about as much rape and the
mustard extra, for il grows much faster
and taller, reaching from a foot to
eighteen inches aboîe the rape. An-
other advantage is in pasturing, be-
cause when sown in this way the sheep
will take a little mustard with the rape.
Even after the leaves are gone they
will nibble at the stalk, which is equally
as good to prevent bloating and kid-
ney toubles. In England, where it is
so wet, it is not safe to pasture the
rape alone. RICHARD HONEv.

Brickley, Ont.

Ontarlo Poultry Association. The
twenty-fourth annual exhibition of th:sassocia-
lion will be held in London from Jan. ioh to
15th, 189S Besides the unusually large pre.
mium list, special prizes to the-amount of
$700 are offered. Prizes are also offered for
the best essays on subjeçt4 pertainipg to. tt
poultry indusxy,


