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REVIEWS.

The CoxTRMPORARY REVIEW kecps up its reputation for excellente.
Ono of the most important political problems just now for the world,
as well os for England, is tho relation of the Iatter to Egypt. This is
discussed in an admirable spirit, and with great intelligence, in a lec-
turo which forms the first pever in the December number of the Review.
The lecturer is John Westluke, Q.C., aud bis schemo for tho settlement
aof the Egyption question may bo summed up as comprehending (1) se-
curity for the bondholders who, under existing treaty righls, have
advauced money for carryiug on the administration ; (2) British control
in tho future management of Egyptian finances; (3) satisfaction to the
other European powers by the withdrawal of British troops, and the
guarantce of the Egyptian debt; (4) depriving tho Porte of tho last
vestige of control over the country ; and (5) allowing the Egyptians,
under an independent sovereign and British protection, an opportunity
of working out for themselves tho problem of self-government. This
scems a reasonable programme, especially when to it is added the con-
tention that the present exemption from taxation enjoyed by Furopeans
in Egypt should cease, and that all Europeans, instead of being left
under consular jurisdiction only, should be made subject to the regular
courts. In close connection with_this premonition of the separation of
Egypt from Turkey should be read Principal Fairbairn’s paper on *“ The
Primitive Polity of Islam,” in which the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter is thus stated: ““The Sultan of Turkey may indulge in Panislamic
dreams, but he will never realize them. The world of Islow is too
deeply divided about him to be unified and vivified by him. Xis
Caliphate is to the scetions most radically opposed, alike to those most
loyal to the prophbet and to those most loyal to the people, to the men
who most love the Holy Book,and the men who most love the HolyLaud,
a deep offence, and an act of the worst usurpation.” If this isa cor-
rect description of the Sultan's relation to Afobammedanism, then indeed
may the “‘sick man’s” days be regarded as numbered. -The fear of a
Mohammedan ugrising in India has long brooded like a nightmare over
the British foreign office, which may yet find itself in tho position of
the man who, having fallen over a precipice, and hung for hours by a
bush caught in his descent, discovered by letting himeelf drop that his
feet had all the time been nearly touching the ground. An exceedingly
suggestive paper is the one on *‘ Impersonality and Evolution in Music,”
by Mtr. Vernon Lee, and another is a shoPt account, by Mr. Phil Robin-
son, of tho present standing and requircments of professional war cor-
respondents.

The frontispicce of the CENTORY MaaazINE for January is o beauti
ful full-length portrait of the great natural philosopber, Charles Danwin,
and onc of the best papers is a finely illustrated one on the “Dcbt
of Science” to him. The pidce de résistance, in the shape of an illus.
trated paper, is * Hydraulic Mining in California.” The wild sccnery
of the mountains and wilder life of the miners, the peculiar character
of theirappliances for breaking up the vock and washing out the pre-
cious metal, and the novelty of the whole subject, make it a good one
for the exercise of the illustrative designer's art, aud of course the
Century has made the most of it. Another staple article is entitled
“Who are the Creoles™?  This question is answered at some length by
a description of their local Aabitat in Loaisiana, illustrated by engrav-
ings, and also by a sketch of their history and their social pecaliarities;
it is also answered briefly in the statement that the Creoles of Louisiana
are “the French-speaking, native, ruling class.” The old serials, Mrs.
F. H. Burnett's “ Through OQnc Administration,” and ‘¢ The Christian
League of Conneticut,” are continued, and an interesting new one,
*“The Planting of New England,” is began. The last is profusely illus-
trated by engravings of ol historical landmarks and relics, and the
name of the author, Edward Eggleston, is a guarantee of the literary
excellence of the letter-press. The other papers, too nunerous to bo
specificd, are up to the Century’s high average.

In Tuz Arvasyic Moxtuuy for January that veteran contributor, Oliver Wendell
Hlolmcy, dis: l ¢ty §n ‘' An After-Breakfast Talk” of the Inconvenicnces to

which tame subjects authors. From it we quoto the following Interesting plece of
antebiographical chitchat: *“*The men of Y dlrth-yearare o painfully ludustricusat

this very time that one of tho samo date hurdiy dares to be fdlo. Tlook acm& tho
Atlantic, and sco Mr. Gladstone, only four months youngor than ysclf, standiog orect-
with Patelck's gt on one thoulder snd hamoh’s pyramlds on.tho other,—on:
Atlas whove intervals of repose are paroxysus of learned lavor. 1listen to Tennyson,
another birth of tho‘.zmno year, filllng tho alr with mclody long atter thasingingmonthy
of (e’ summer aro m‘cr. I come neaver howe, and bero {8 wy very dear. frlond and
college class-mate, 50 cortain to bein every guod movement with voles, or pen, or both,
that where two or three are gathered together foruseful endy, it James Freeman Clarke
is not there, it 1 because ho is busy with & bogk or a discourse meant for o larger avdl-
ence. 1 glanco at the placard on the blank wall Iam passing, and thore [ eco the colas-
sal head of Barnum, the untiring, inexhaustible, insuperablo, cver triumphant and
jubilant Bernum, who came to his atinospheric lite Jess than a year after lbegnu
breathing the fdtal misturo, and still wages Titanie battle with his own past supor.
latives, How can one dare to sit down {nactive with such exatuples befors him?” 1t

fs curfous fu this conaexion to notice how largo a part of tho contents of thfs number ¥

Hal

is the work of men who wero bamn beforo Mr. ¥ Ho and Gladstone date back to
1809 ; Tennyson and Barnum to 1810. But Johu Greenleal W hm!c:, whoso potm, A
Suinmer Piigrimage,” Just precedes Mr. Holates® article, was born in 1807 ; while Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, bom {n the same year, posthumousl: contributes the first part,

of * Michael Angelo,” and Nathaniel Hanthorne bora in 1804, and lonz sinco dead, {fur-
nishes tho second part of ** Tho Ancestral Footsteps.” Charles Dudiey Wamner writes an
accouut of ** Wagner's Paraflal™ as ke hieard it at Baireuth ; there fs an intercsting in-

atalment of *Studics in the South;” **Chance Days In Oregon® §s very readable ; and .

¢ A Stranger yet at Homo” isa capital short story. Reviows, poems, and other matter.
completetho number,
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Announcemenis

ONTARIO TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. :

PrOGRAMME OF THE A@:xv,\n’ CONVENTION FOR AUGUST, 1883, .

The following snbjects will be discussed at the hext annual meeting
of tho Ontario Provincial Teackers’ Association :—

1. S:hool curriculum,

2, Literature in schools.

3. The aidvisability of & change'in tho administration of -the school
1nw, by the appointment of & Chief Supenntendcnt of - Eduaca-
tion, and a Council of Public Instruction,in lieu of a mestet
of Education. R

4. Licensing of teachers. . .

5. Moral cducation. .

6. Examinations and examiners. _

The subjects for dxscusnmn in the public school section are :

1. Text books.

2, Kevision of programme.

3. High school entraxico examination. . -

" 4, Bygiene in public-schools. -

The subjects*t6 bo brought pefore the public school inspectors, and
high schiool sections, as well as the names of the essayists and prelectors,
will be announced bernafter.
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Tho great «nd to be attained in all moral teaching is to lead tho child to
act from priaciple, to do athing becauso it is right, and avoid doivg or say-
ing a certain thing beeauso it is wrong.—Professor Huxley.

Tug INPALLIELE TrACHER.—A. bright child asks a question {hat agray-
headed philosopher would bo cautiousin answering; yet o teschorof limited
learning gnd less sincerity gives a glibreply to keep the child from doubting
his scholarship. He wishes the pupil to think thatall knowledgo worth
having has been attained:in afow years by one person, namely, himsélf.
Between dovotion mtcxt-booksnud the careless dogmatism of such teachers,
children loave our schools with the congeit that they heve compassed the
universe and sottled all tlw problems of existence.~—~Education

A Crr1zex's CoxpPLAINT.—" Now, if the teacherwould. teach yWhat » task:
wonld bo spared 1o at leask one unfortunate {ather, who, every night; jaded’
and tired with o hard ds§'s work, gathers his children -togethér and P
tieotly toaches thewn tho interndnadblo lessons- that should havo been ex
plained at school What & blcssmg it would be to many a houschold if this
system could be only reversed, and tho children could bé taught st school,
and thero lcam their lessons, and recite them at® bemel Bat, rol’ Tothe
ho parent is dclegated tho task of xnstmctaon whilo the teacher has only‘to
hear recitation!
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