
3150 THE CANADA SOHOOL JOURNAL.

where there is net the destro to romain for a full course at a hiih anco of '' Eniglislh " in a systemn of edication Mr. Houston pro-
school, it wouild be moro profitable to reianira at a gond public ceeded to defin te to o ns inchuding (1) the rigit use of tie lan-
school, and continue and perfect thoso branches of studiythat would guago, spolikn as well as writton ; (2) capacity te appreciate
be of real valie in the various occuiationas of life. literature rathr thana actual acquaintanco witih literary works ; (3)

But you ay ask here, is it tnt desirable for those who purpose the formai acience of langutago ais deait with in grammtatar, and the
taking a full ligh school ad university course to begin fle study related sciences of loge and rheto-ic ; and (4) philology, including
of ciassices at an carlier age thian that at whiclh nost would be able the constituent clemients of the language, its history, 'and its rela-
te finish the work of the fifth claiss. Titis is a debatable question, tions to othor dialects, lianaguages, and groups of languages. In
but wu incline te tlie belief that they should, and wo thintk that connection with teic lirst of theso topics the lecturer aivoc:atel
any difliculty in the way migit bo overcoie by township boards of const:nt practico>, under judicious guid.ce, of both comnpositton
trutstces mnaking provision in tw) tir 'ore schols i, eaci townslp annal aaysis, leaving the theory te be picked up incidentally, at
whero the llents of classics inigit bo tataglt. Ina graded schools loast natil after lte entranco tu the Iigh school or te the aipper
there should be tac difliculty. classes of the public school. li advoacated also greator attention

Let us now look how this carly drain ont our pubie schols affects i te orthoepy atsteai of devoting so munch to ortihugr.aphy, and te
more particlilarly the country sectiqo.ts. Wiiena the more advanced i the bamashuent frot school and taeigiburliod cf ailI provaatng
pupils leave for the highi school the seniur classes are practically t errors of speech. Tite study of literaturo lac defined as an attempt
broen up). Hero a hardshiip very often occurs. A and B, who (1) te comtprclhend tlic atthor's aaeanaing, (2) to enter itttto his spirat.
are i good circutnstances, are at the high school. C and D, who and (.3) te appreciate his work as an artist. Titis study shtould b3
cotild attend in their own section, but catinot afrord to pay for conannaenced as soon as tite child begins to rond, antd oven before,
board and other expenses incident uapon attending a htigi school, the maetory betmag stored witih beautiful geis of poetry, which lias
are practically excluded frot further school advantr.ges. If you a strong fascination for oven very young children. Tite proper use
say the gain in the cte case balances the loss in the other, we of lhterature in our sci.ools is preventated partly by the nature of the
answer No, for liard a good class been maaintained in the public departmteit and university exanainations, partly by the use or
school the advantages to A and B, for a year at least, would be excerpts of texte at the entrance examintation. Mr. Houston then
eqial te wihat they are in thte high school. Then there is another Idescribed brietly how such a poet as Lontgfelluw's " Evangeie "
elenent we must nott overlook here, namtîely, tie ioss of homiate in- sihotld be taken up in a publie school. It siuld tirst t>o read
fluence tu those wlho lenve the parental ruof ton yountg. We wish i through aloud by the class without. anay attemapt at explanation by
to emîpihasize the fact that this moral side of the question should the teachcr except in answer to questions, and this should be re-
net be lost siglht of. It appears to us reasonable that te ptbiic repeated several tites in order to enable the pupils te got for tiems-
school course should last until the pupil of average ability coulid selves as mtaucih as possible of the betefit te be obtiaiied by aster-
safely bo trusted away frot hote. There are parents wiho send ingi, it. The poemi should next be read through i order tu atford
their nitumanageable beys awa te schaool at a distatnce for the pur- the teacher ait opportunity of ascertainiig by judicitus question-
pose of gettitng rid of thet for tlie tite being. This, however, is ing the extent to, which fite pupils thave been iidividuatlly aunpressed
not as it siouid be, neither is it tat argument agamst the ground with beauties of forit, cadence, rhymea, oniomiaito-poetic passages
we have takent. and the usuro obvious figures of speech. It shtould then bu rend

Tte usual restait of sicha a case ns we lave been supposing, wient for lie purpose of callinag attention to gramnatical and philological
the higier classes iN the public schaools have been brokena ulp, is, t difiiculties, to mtrical structuro, poctical licence, etc. Tite object
that te trustees in their wisdot begin to consider tait a cheaper f of the maaatter may thn be takent up, and his lidlelity tu historicat
teacher vill answer their section just as well. The efictettt teacher i truth may be investigated in the ligit of Varbitaon's '' Matcahnt
is then discharged on the score tif poverty, and the cicaper onle, aiand Wolfe." Evangeline " may then be comapared with other
and in, ntcarly eLory case the inferior onle, is installed in oflice. poeis by the saisse author-witt " Miles Standish " in point of
Soot a good it..n1y ratepayers wvill suddenly discover that the sec- torm, with "I Hiawathaa" in absence of rhyno, and with the rhymaaed
tions are tee large-that the schoolhouse is toc far away for such poemas of Longfellow, passages and brief poeas beiig in eorized.
sali chiiren-that it would be hetter to have smnaller sections aind Lastly, a brief study maay bu nade of the author's lifo and work.
the clcaper teachers, forgetting that at the long run they pay more lite tolly of takmng uap the formai science of grammatar and theolouy
for lte education of thteir children-that tlie quality of lte educa- at toc early a stage and in te ordmaary way were next illustrated,
tion is not se good as in a larger school with a better teacher. tie lecturer paying, in closing, a high tribute to philology as ai
Almaost any inspecter cnt tell you that a snall school is rarely a subject of education.
good cite.

Again, this is perhiaps not the worst feattre of the system. Thte ---- --- -

more the st-andmlg of the pubhc schools is reduaced, the greater te O llCioî0ît 4l0tCO ili 4Cll.
nutmber of good teachers who leave the profession. Se in this way
tatder titis Bysteaa flite profession isl ccaastaaatiy liable Le lose is be3t
memibers. DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS.

Our argument, then, froin whait his been said, if, tlint the
Extrance Extininations, if continued, should, in the interest alhko Wu print the fodlowing corrpiete list of candidates who passed
of tie pupils and of the teaching profession, be placed at the end the non.professional examinations in July :-
cf the lfith class. IeattaaiisiaJlAi.ExA4asNA.-Seconid Class, Grade B-K. McLennitan, T. Stur-

THE STUDY OF ENGLISH. rock. Third Class-M. J. Mturoe, A. McDonald.
ALM1NTE.-Third Glass-M. A. McCoy, M. Raleigh, E. Thom-

r WILLAM inOUs-rO, -M. A. pson, J. Ballantyne, S. J. Drummiaaîond, W. J. Jates, J. W. Kenp,
W. D. McLtreni, W. J. Thorn, J. Ellis, A. A. Lang, A. Young,
A. Ruttle. Second Class-W. D. Melintosi, Grade A ; A Hay-

Mr. 'Houston'saddress on the Study of English " was largely den, A W. J. Bolton, Grade B; C. Stowart, .B ; M. A. Boyle, B.
devoteid to fite illustration and enforcemaent of thc _asertion that AiumtNtiont.-fiiird Clais-K. E. Balpenny, J. Russell, L. C.
the present imethods in schools, colleges, ad iuiversitiesare highly Slack, F. A. Molr, M. A. Lester. Secnd Class-C. H. Kenny,
defective, as wc have been occupied ml teachimg and stuadyig aibout t Grade A.
Etglish rather than i teachmig and studyimg Entaglisht. Instend of
acquiring ana inatelligenat and usEeful acquaintance with the structuro ALYtE.-Thirl Class-M. Baker, J. A. Ingram, J. F. Martin,
of the languitage we'en.aun treatises ot formal grannar ; mnas.ead of M. Mcord, M. Pound, H. MclIntyre, G. F. Smith, E. Brown, E.
acquiring by dint of wisely-directed practice facihty ais composition, %VWieltt. Second Class-J. B.kor, Grade A ; F. D. Class, A ; R.
we try to becoie gouAd writers by miasterinîg treatises oi rhetoric ; Hill, B ; C. E. Jay, B; E. Killamer, A ; W. E. Killmer, B ; J. B.
and instead of obtaining our idens of thle works of classical authors Ogiivie, Il; D. N. S.ickney, B ; J. Trotter, B ; L. Gray, B; N.
frot a perusai of these works themnstelves ve accept the estiuates Inglis, A ; G. Fowier, B ; G. W. Wallace, B ; E. Farr, B; L.

givent of Litema by the wvriteris caf encycloptedic histories of Enîghîsha Livingstone, B.
literature. hlie result is a painful deficiency in ordinary speech BAnalE.-Tiird Class-A. E. Dymient, A. W. Crow, J. A. Mc-
and writing, and many inaexcusable defects even in the works of Lean, N. Campbell, J. G. McKeo, E. Little. H. I. Sneath, G. A.
authors of high reputation. After dwelling briefly oan the import- j Rix, F. C. Whitelock, J. A. Cniwell, A. E. 'Anderson, M. Curtin,


