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from a nominal to a fair rent, are practical | future a golden one.  Such prospeets, we
evidences of the vaiue of the permanent im. ! are inclined to believe, are not delusive, not
provements prodoced by draming, warping, 'merely because it isnatural to look through
irrigation, and subsal ploughing.  ‘They are ithe past to the prospective, and it is natural
evidences 100, winch while they profess to . also for the objeet to assume 3 tinge from
record what the system has done tor mndivee the miedsum through which it s viewed, but
duals, are renlly stlustrations of what it is because it is an axiom that Jike causes pro-

doing for all.
.. Buch, then, is the brief skotch of the ad-

‘dmte like effocts 5 so the neans winch have
done so much for agriculture, heing conti-

vance made in the several departments of - nued 1 operation, it is fair to presume will

English agriculture up to the present period.
Of the whole progress the one county of
Lincoln is a lueid epitome.  Divided into
three natural portions, the fens, the heatks,
and the wolds, the former of wiuel, 50 years
ago, was an unprofitable marsh. and the
latter, barren sheep-walks or nuserable oat-
ands ; yet ncw, by the aid of draming,
200,000 acrgs of the fens are luxuriant pas-

turesy which bear a heavy stock of as fine

cattle as ¢an be-met with in England : while
tlie wolds and the heaths, by the adopton
of the turnip and clover culture, and the
use of bones and rape dusy, semd to the
narket countless flocks of sheep, and as
fine samples of wheat as can be found any
whore.

- ‘Thus we learn from the evidence of Mr.
R J. Atkinson, Mr. Francis Isles, and Me
Joln Houghtun, (vide “Compendium of Evi-
dence betore Committee ot House of Com-
tnong, 1837), that on the whole of the lands
Jrom Lowt} ta Barton, where thurty or forty

pears ago what was scarcely knmen, and the
and was, gencrally speaking, wncultivated,
wich improvément has heen wade, even
withini ten Years; that 23 to 30 bushels of
‘wheat is an average crop; thatitis of a
fine quality, and can compete in the markets
‘with that grown on strong Iauds; alse, that
wheh clay [and has been drained, m soe
districts, it Wil beoar green crops.

And the genoral results of the same agen-
cy throughout England are, that wheat, in-
slcad of beiog a luxury confined to the rich,
is now the staff of the paor man’s strengh.
The quaking morass and the ard moor wave
with the golden grain, and the aere which
formerly gave back four tunes the sced, now
retutas it from eight 10 ten fold.  Instead,
106, of winter bomyg a scason of starvaton

yet do more.  And that the same agency
will commue to operate, we may the more
safely judye. becruse nearer we look to the
I'present, and more we see its effects.  Thus
we know that since the commencement of
the present century, our produce has in-
crcased faster than our population. Be-
tween 1800 aund 1820 this s evident, but it
is more so from 1820 to the present time.
Thus even Mr. McCulloch says, % The
price of wheat in England, at an average of
the 1on years ending with 1820, was no less
than 83s. 6d. per quarter ; its average price
hassince, as we have just seen, been redu-
ced to 56s. 113d. per quarier ; and yet, not-
withstanding this tremendous fall, a most
extraordinary improvement has taken place
in agriculture since 16820, =0 much so that
we now provide for an additional yopulation,
not only wthvut any increase, but with a tery
considerable diminution of importation.”

If we look, however, from 1830 to 1840,
we see still more clearly the operation of
the spirit of progression ; and in the indiwvi-
dual and united efforts of the agricultunsts,
iu {ostering every germ of improvement, at
tlus present inoment, we have a2 sull surer
evidence that it is not yet inoperative. 1
we kuow, then, that the wheel of ninprove.
ment has bad an impetus, and that that im-
petus has kept increasmg up to the present
time, may we not conclude that it will not
yetstop?

But there is another consideration which
induces us to picture bright prospects for
jagrieuiture. The progress which has Leen
lately made has not been a progress of ex-
tension of the practice wmerely, but an exteun-
sion of the knowledge of the scieuce of ag-
j nieuliure 5 for of we Jook to the twemy years
s preceding 1820, we shall find that 1677 on-

1o the cattle, when existence was all that ! closure bilis were passed, and that 3,068,910
could be hoped for, it is now essentiatly the -26res of land were brought into cultivatiun,
séason for fat and pleaty ; for of the turmp ; Whie in the ten years after 1820, 0_‘”')' 186
cultivation has given the grazer tie power ) enclosure bills were passed. and 340380
of increasing the grantity, the skl of the A¢res reclamed ; and yet st isa remarkable
breeder hias equally increased the qualily of factiihat the necessaries of hfe were more
his stock.  “I'lus will be seen from the osti- - Plentiful m the later period than in the
mated weight of castle and sheep at Smitp. 1 forues
field market, at theee dfferent periods, byy  Lhe advarce, therefore, that kas been
Davenant, McGalloch, and Youatt:— | made 1s an advance that cannot be forgotten.
1810. Davonant estim: . a1 26 st. ! It is au ackierement of the mind over the mys-
Glbs S}n);:’:?r; l‘;;‘g’:‘fi‘;‘:g;‘h v sL| icries of matier ; and now, that tie frnt of
' 1530 \Ich;l'.och‘osu‘m:l-'; cattle at '.;9 <t rthe conguests tasted, it will incite to other
41~ Sheep and lambs, 3 stone § ihs. yand mare cxiensive explous.
1810. Youstt estimates cattle a 46 stone'  But while the past performances and pre-
124ns. Sheep and lambs, 6 st. 6lbs, ,:;m;} prmnpl;:s of ngru:ullur(l: cuttle us to
: . t such prospects, and to auucipate
ut all these may b ! e Ou prospects,
But Al these may be summedd up in ane with 3 hope amoumting to conviction, that
gvand ‘national result, that wlile we hace oy

wazedintname and in mumbees e have in-
creased still faster in wealth and in the mcans
o bfer

“Such, then, is a brief glance at the pro-
press of English agricniture.  Trival as
bas been the recard wineh we have been
able 10 give of 0, sufficient of bath canse
and efiect has heen developed in the history
of ‘the pasty 10 make our praphecy for the

-

“»ify 1382, the magor farm at Haweread, (Sufl
{olk), pruduced on 66 ncres only 332 bushels of
wheat, or not' quite 83 bushels peracre. The

they will be gloriously realized, vwe must net
forget that the brightest object has a sha.
dow. Ho it is our duty 10 nutice that even
"now a cloud hangs about the horizon, which
by threateniug the wlory of the day. throws
a partial glooin over the brightuess of the
orming of these prospects.  Thus, with 2
full knowledge of what hus been done, and
what may yet be dones 1f be Ue pesinited to
cuse the same means, the Baeiish futuer is.
at the present tune repressed in lug exer-
lions by a fear whick 18 not without some
foundation. ‘The sumense ctforts wnade by

averape of England isnow 24 bushels per acre. |3 €€Tlam class to deprive him of the protec.
Accorving 10 the same autheny, (Callum's Haw. . o, on the fath of which he has In_m?d hgs
méad), 26 acres af barley returned 52 qrs 2, capital m the improvement of the sail, is this
bushelss 62 acres of oms rewmed 40 qrs. 4 foundation.  Itas not our object to discuss
bashels. {themeritsor demeriteof the freetrade theory;

so far, however, as it interferes with the
prospects of agriculture, as faithful chroni.
clers, we must allude to it. And thatit
should in some degree mar these prospects
i not strange, when it s cousidered 1hay
the declared object of the theory is to re-
duce the price of the English farmer’s pro.
ducts 1o a level with those of the Continent,
and the declared cffect (vide Lord W, Rus.
seil’s speech), that two or three millions of
acres of Jand must go out of cultivation ;
and according 10 Lor'f Bpencer, that even the
good land would go oul of corn cultivation,
and be converted into pasturage.

Knowing, then, these designs, knowing
too, that in his present situation in society,
with heavily taxed soils, and with dear la-
bour, he cannot compete trith the produce
of the untaxed soil and cheap labout of the
Continent ; and that the land upon which he
has invested the most capital in improve«
ments or in tillage must suffer firet, becanse
the interest of this capital has to be repaid
by the increased crop,and because the man-
agentent of such solls is the most expensive
~(as nitural deficiencies cannot be suppli-
ed artificially without expense) ; knowing,
we say this, is it possible for him, at the
present time not to feel misgivings to hesi.
tate, and often to finally rolinquish those
improvements which, were he sure of reap-
ing a-fair return for his chpital, he would
undertake ? ‘

Whether or not it be proper national po-
licy to experiment with such a great and
mnportant interesty und to produce so much
certain evil for an {ihecertain grood ; whether
or not it be justice to unraof one house to
repair another; and whether, or not, Mr.
Van Buren's opinion, that “nothing can
compensate a natim for a dependence upon
others for the bread they cat,”” be u fallacions
one, 1 feave. Thus much, however, we are
compelled to say, that the very agitation of
the question, and the possibility of a measure
being passed by the legislature, which would
reduce the farmer’s produce to a rate lower
than he can afferd, hag a tendency to mar,
in some degree, the present prospects of
English agriculture, and to check that spinit-
of impravement that has already secured to
Fugiand, aloug with its fast increaging popu-
lation, a still fuster increasing produgtion of -
the neceessaries of Iife ; and this altained, it
is saud, that population is the measure of a
nation’s prosperity; without ity the index of
s ruin. .
. “Dlus, then, is the cloud which by threat-
emng the future condition of agriculture,
throws a parual gloom over its present
prospeets.  We say a partial gloom, becausé
we have every nssurance that it will soon
pass away. The reasons adduced at-the
commenceryent of this portion -of our 'sub-
jeetyincline us to believe that bright pros.”
pects fiave vet to be realized ; and a know-
ledee of the position which the fricnds of
agricultnge hold in the country, the exertions
wiich they have made to promote its im.
provement, and thewr knowledge of its im-
portance ay & national intorest, convinces
us that this cloud will not.le permitted to
desttoy them.  Had tns “heavy blaw and
areat discouragement’” heen contemplated
betore Fnglish agriculiure had assumed its
present sianding, as @ scicnee it might per-
haps have heen earried into eficct. Tt never
can now. lonorance aud apathy are no
longer the characieristics of the guardians...
df the =ail. “The Jamps of science. shed
their light aver tho once dreary waste, and
in it the statesioan sotes the secds of nation-
al independence and pros y ]
phitosophes finds food for the nind ; and it
will not be made the subject of an experni-
ment.  Never will such a great intcrest be
zisked for.the sake of urying a novelitheorys.

rity, and the



