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THE CLOCKMAKER'S PARTING ADVICE.

Having now fulfilled his engagement with me, Mr. Slick

informed me that business required his presence at the river

Philip, and, that as he could delay his departure no .onger, he
had called for the purpose of taking leave. I am plaguy loath

to part with you, said he, you may depend; it makes me feel

quite louesum like : but I ain't quite certified we shan't have a
tower in Europe yet afore we've done. You have a pair of

pistols, squire,—as neat a little pair of sneezers as I e'en

a'most ever seed, and They are yours, I said ; I am glad

you like them, and I assure you you could not grntify me
more than by doing m6 the favour to accept them. That's

gist what I was agoin' to say, said he, and I brought my rifle

here to ax yo i to exchange for 'em ; it will sometimes put

you in mind of Sam Slick the Clockmaker, and them are little

pistols are such grand pocket companions, there won't be a
day a'most I won't think of the squire. He then examined
the lock of the rifle, turned it over, and looked at the stock,

i^nd bringing it to his shoulder, ran his eye along the barrel,

as if in the act of discharging it. True as a hair, squire,

there can't be no better ; and there's the mould for the balls

that gist fit her ; you may depend on her to a sartainty ; she'll

never deceive you ; there's no mistake in a raei riglit down
genutrine good Kentuck, I tell you ; but as you aiu t much
used to 'em, always bring her slowly up to the line of sight

and then let go as soon as you have the range. If you bring

her down to the sight instead of «p, she'll be apt to settle a
little below it in your hands, and carry low. That wrinkle is

worth havin', I tell you ; that's a fact. Take time, elevate

her slowly, so as to catch the range to u hair, and you'll hit a
dollar at seventy yards hand runnin'. I can take the eye of
a squirrel out with her as easy as kiss my hand. A fair ex-

change is no robbery any how, and I shall set great store by
them are pistols, you may depend.
• Having finished that are little trade, squire, there is another

small matter I want to talk over with you afore I quit, that
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