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Lunched at the Toronto

Club, Banqueted at the

Queen’s, Extended the Freedom of the Industrial
Exhibition by President Withrow, at the Garden

Party at the

Granite Club,

and Taken on a

Yachting Trip on the Lake--The Man Who Made
The Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association of
New York What It is Given a Reception the Like
of Which Has Not Been Witnessed in Toronto for

Many a Day.

The many policy-holders in Toronto’ of
that great iuternational organization,the
Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association of
New York, have during the past week had
an opportunity of seeing for themselves
the calibré, capagity, personality and dis-
position of some of those who have acted
the lion’s part in building up and intro-
ducing the system of co-operative insur-
ance to the various nations of the earth.

The man' who has been most instrumen-
tal in giving the Mutual Reserve the po-
sition it now occupies in the eyes of the
world, President Edward B. Harper,ar-
rived in Toronto op Thursday morning
last, for the purpose of attending the
monster banquet of the Association held
at the Queen’s Hotel on Friday night.
He was accompanied by-two other promi-
nent lights in the organi:pfion, Counsel-
lor Frederick A. Burnhs&m/nndThird Vice-
President, J. D. Wells, the latter gentle-
man a Canadian, being the first to write
policies for the company in Toronto,now
ten years ago.

Edward Bascomb Harper, oft-times
styled the: “Napoleon of Assessmentism,”
is universally recognized as the creator
of the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Associ-
ation. To the average New Yorker, the
mere mention of the man suggests the
institution. To be sure, the Association
was €ukcorporate entity when Mr. Ha}'-
per took hold of it, but he has made it
what it is to-day; without him, it would
in all probability have died an early
d‘ea.th, or, at least, have. never been heard
of. .
Mr. Harper assumed control of the Mu-
tual Reserve on September 14, 1881 ‘the
thirt§“ninth dnniversary of his birth; by
the way. When he togk command the,
Association was more than a weakling
—it was a decidedly weak weakling and
probably not a.man alive dreamed that
it would ever become & competitor of
the smallest level premium companies, let
alone the greatest natural premium or-
ganization in the world and an aggressive
rival of even the ‘largest of the “old-
line ' companies.

The man who has accomplished  this
marvelous feat is an American born and
raised, and in his Americanism,. as in all
else, is aggressive and uncompromising.
His ancestry was English, and one of his
progenitors, Sir William Harper, oceu-
pied the proud position of Lord Mayor
of London in 1561. His father, Charles
Harper was & merchant, and resided in
Kent County,near Dover, Delaware,where
the future president of the Mutual Reserve

made his entrance on the mundane stage, |

September 14, 1842,

Both his parents died when he was in
his thirteenth year, and he was forced
to look .around for himself. :

He first tried clerking in & store in
Dover, saved enough money to take &
course in a business college, gm,duat'ed
first in his class, and then gettled in Phil-
adelphia, where he secured employment
as a clerk in a tank. He bad not yet
found his place, however,: and somehow
or other was induced to enter the life
insurance field. By 1869 he had become
western manager for a New York life
company, and soon doubled its business.
The John Hancock Company heard of him
as a hustling, bustling, success-compelling
man, and made him its' New York mana-
wer in 1876. Here again he showed the
mettle he was made of and in September
1881, seven mounths after the Mutual Re-
gerve was founded, he was induced to ac-
cept its presidency. From that time on
the history of Mr. Harper and ‘the -his-
tory of the Mutual Reserve are in & way
£y nONYymous. G 5

Having had a thorough training In the
level premium companies he was verfect-
ly familiar with the workings of the
“iold-line” system and had often express-
ed the opinion that thera was a demand
for a system of insurance which would
mote nearly approach the needs of the
working people who could not afford ex-
pensive insurance. When he took hold of
the Mutual Reserve he had already rough-
ly figured out what was necessary, an
then, as he always does when he has de-
cided what should be done, prom-cded to
Jose no time in doing it. Aggressive, vig-
orous, and an untiring worker he has thé
rare gift of being able to, in a measure,
infuse-his own qualities into those about
him. A company thas officered uud‘ mann-
ed could hardly fail to succeed. :l he Mu-
tual Reserve did not fail, in fact it .wn)te
over $30,000,000 of business within &
year after Mr. Ilarper took charge of it.

For the last 18 ycars President Har-
per has had every detail of the Mutlml‘
Tieserve's’ vast business at his lingers
ends. e had canvassed for insurance and
knew what a canvasser could and should
do. If his canvassers didn’t do it he pro-
pored 1o know the reason why. And so
with every branch of the business.

In spite of his arduous labors in con-
neetion with the insurance association,
of which he is President, he has yet
found time for other work. ‘He is Past
Grand Steward of the Grand Lodge of
Masous in New York State, is Pus} Mas-
ter of Crescent Lodze No. 402., F. mx}l
AM., is treasurer of the Lotos Club, is
trensurer of the National Leazue of ]Ln"-
publican Clubs, and is a member u.i vari-
ous other societies and orzanizations.

As before said, Mr. Harper and Mr.
Jurnham arrived in this city on Thn'rs-
day last. They came direct {r(nn the city
of Manhattan ou the New York express.
With them were Mrs. H_urper and Mrs.
Burnham. At the station _they were
met by Mr. W. «. McMurtry, manager of
the Mutual Reserve in Cmu}du. and es-
corted by him to the Queen’s, where Mr.
Harper was shown to the famous “Red

or, /
Pl:krtl‘].."io an informal luncheon was given
ﬁy Hon. R. M. Wells to the distinguished
rnests. In one of the pretty parlors of
the Toronto Club there gathered a good-

s
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ly company, comprising Lieut.-Governor
Kirkpatrick, Hon. Edward Blake, Hon.
B. C. Woods, J. D. Wells, Walter Cassels
and H. C. Hammond.

After luncheon the party boarded a
private car of the Street Railway Com-
pany, which ‘was placed at their disposal,
and & mopt enjoyable trip was made
through the tity streets.

In the evening Mr. and Mrs. Harper,
Mr. and Mrs. Burnpham, Mr. and Mrs.
Wells, Mr. a ndMrs. McMurtry, Mr. D. E.
Cameron and Mr. Hugh C. Dennis oc-
cupied boxes at the Grand Opera House
and twitnessed Sol Smith Russell in
“Peaceful Valley.”

On Friday afternoon President Har-
per, Mr. Burnham and, Mr. Wells visited
the Exhibition, gnd; were present at
the luncheon tendbred by the Fair direc-
tors to the exhibitors of the Stove and
Carriage buildings.

Mr. Harper was called upon by Presi-
dent Withrow for a speech, and, upon
rising, he was greeted warmly. He said
that in all hie expefience at home and
abroad, the Toronto Fair was the best
te had ever seen, The people of Toron-
tb were giving two exhibitions, one on
the Fair grbunds, the other in the city.
He understood that it was but a few
years back since Toronto was but a
village. Looking at the magnificent city
of to-day, more splendid than any upon
the Mediterranean, it was only necessary
to know that such men as the directors
of the Exhibition were in charge of
affairs to see at a glance the reason for
all this prosperity.. The people of Can-
ada were a free people, as were the peo-
ple of his country.

“] pay to you,” continued the speaker,
“that although separated by imaginary
lines—they are only imaginary—you are
a free people as we are a free poogle,
you have as good & government as God
ever gave to a nation. (Loud applause.) I
am happy to join with you in the toast
which you have just drunk, the health
of one of the noblest women on the earth.
(Applause.) I will not, speak of the busi-
ness In which I am/ engaged, save to
say that it is one which cares for the
widow and orphan and helps to brighten
many a desolate home. I thank yau,
gentlemen, for your kind reception and
patient hearing.” (Loud applause.)

Mr. Burnham followed. He said that
he had wisited Industrial exhibitions all
over the world, and none that he
had-séen could compare with the Toron-
to show. He trusted that the good feel-

.ing which existed between Canada and

the United States would continue.

Mr.. Wells spoke next. He said that he
was an old Torontonian, and his heart
always glowed with pride when he could
induce an American Ao visit Toronto and
its Fair. He thouZht that the Govern-
ment grants to the Exhibition were too
small. The Fair should be better adver-
tised the woyld over ‘as a means of secur-
ing immigrants.

The culmination of the visit was
reached on Friday evening.

The Dinner.

It may be said without exaggeration
that for elegance of appointment, atten-
tion to detail and completeness of ar-
rangement the banquet of the Mutual Re-
serve Fund Life Association held at the

Queen’s Hotel, equalled, if not surpassed,

anything of the kind that has ever taken
place in Toronto before. The banquet
wae in' honor of the presence in Toronto
6f Preeident Edward B. Harper, Counsel-
lor Frederick A. Burnham and Vice-Presi-
dent J. D. Wells, and close .upon 150
guests, consisting of prominent men and
officials of the company in Canada were
present. :
Advantage was also taken of the oc-
casion to present Mayor Kennedy with
a life-size portrait \of himself in oil by

J. W. L. Forster, as a mark' of apprecia-|.

tion_on the part of the Association of
his untiring zeal on behalf of the Associa-
tion in Canada.

The banqueting hall was a sight well
worth beholding. It was most tastefully
decorated with flags and bunting, and
with the artistically arranged tables

resented a most picturesque appearance.

ehind_the chair of the President for the
evening, W. J. McMurtry, ‘the Stars and
Stripes and the Union Jack were festoon-
ed together, as showing the international
character of the gathering.

The tables were adorned with cut flow-
ers, pot plants and crystal, while down
the centre ran a serpentine rivulet of
smilax. Over the upper part of the room
the colored cloth was festooned in such
a way as to form’a canopy. One corner
of the room was covered in with flags
and streamers, and set apart for the or-
chestra, which discoursed an excellent
program of music during the evening,
while the opposite corner was partitioned
off in a simipar way for the Virginian
quartette, who rendered in a touching
manner some, of the sweet old plantation
melodies.

Among the invited guests, most of
whom were present, were: Hon. G. A.
Kirkpatrick. Lieutenant-Governor; Hon.
Justice Rose, Hon. Justice Robertson,
Homn.» Justice Osler, R. M./ Wells, Q.C.,
8. H. Blake. Q.C., G. Tate Blackstock, Q.
C.. Judze McDougall, B, B. Osler, Q.C., 4.
. Marsh, Q.C., Nicol Kinzsmill, Q.C, J.
A. Paterson, Alfred MeDougzall, G. M.
Watson, Horace Thorne, W. J. McWhin-
ney, J. A, MeGillivray, Q.C., J. W. Lang-
muir, A. M. Cosby, J. Paton, James L.
Morrison, T. C. Irvinz, B. Jennings, Ed-

Hay. D. E. Cameron, Dr. Oronhya-
tekha, Dr. Alexander McPhedran,
Dr. Alexander Davidson, E. R. C.
Olarkson, C.C, Bennett, J. F. Coleman, H.
E. Smallpeice, W. D. Matthews, J. L.
Spink, F. N. Tennant, Robert MecKay,
Thomas Thompson, WarrinZ Kennedy, R.
McLean, R. J. Score, A. E. Wheeler, A. D.
Benjamin, D. A. Pender, J.F. Boy, F. X
Cousineau, G. A, Bingham, William Wil-
son. Richard Philp, R. H. Bethune, Esq.,
D. Coulson. Esq., H. S. Strathy, Esq., C.
Holland. Esq.. Georgze P. Reid, D. R.
Wilkie, Esq.. B. E. Walker, Mr. McKenzie,
the Right Rev. Arthur Sweatman, D.D.,
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Mowat, -Hon. A, 8. Hardy, Sir Frank
Smith, Hon. Richard Harcourt, George R.
Burnham, Lieut.-Col, Denison, M.Piy G.
R. R. Cockburn, M.P., Clarkson Jones,
Chief Justice Armour, C. V. Bnéligrove, F.
Rolph, W. Campbell, Peter Byan, J. 8.
Willison, C. W. Bunting, D. Creighton,
J. R. Robertson, F. A. Acland, A. Fraser,
F. McKensie,W. J. Wilkinson, W.F. Mac-
lean, W. J. Douglas, John J. ' Withrow,
H. J. Hill, Esq., John M. Clarke, Dr. C.
E. Martin, Dr. Norman Allen, John A. Mc-
Gillivray, Rev, Alexander MacGillivray,
Dr. Millman, James J. Foy, John Win-
chester, William Louant, Q.C., C. Miller,
Thomas G. Blackstock, W. G. Lowe, Jas.
D. Edgar, Thomas McLaughlin, 8. Platt,
Dr. J. O. Orr, George Leslie, John Lax-
ton, E. F. Clarke, Mr. Berwick, W. A
Bell,T. B. Darling, William Gray, W. B.
Campbell, A. R. McNichol, D. Z. Bissette,
Col. Domville, Mr. Pugsley, J. H. Hum-
ter, John W. Coppinger, F. Kennedy,J.
W. L. Forster, Colenel  Gzowski,
Hon. G. w. Allan, E. H.
Keating, Alderman Burns, Alderman
Lamb, A1d. Crawford, Ald. Stewart, Ald.
Hallam, Ald. Bailey, Ald. Hewitt, Ald.
Thompson; J. W. Hodson, T. H.' Purdom,
London; W. Fitzgerald, Ottawa; A. Steel,
Orangeville; Judge McMillan, Cayuga,;
William MecCloud, Georgetown; J. 8.
Deacon, Milton; W, J. Armitage, Walker-
ville; W. A. Halliday, Brooklyn; J. T.
Garrow, Goderich; G. B. Ryan, Guelph;
George Matthews, Lindsay; F. A. Fitz-
gerald, London; W. Morrison, Markham;
H. P. 8. Lennox; Barrie; W. R, Fraser,
John Fennell, Berlin; J. E. Waterous,
Brantford; David Gillies, Carleton Place;
Dr. George Atcheson, Galt; David Bur-
rell. Greenwood; R. Sylvester, Lindsay;
D. Burke Simpson, Bowmanville; James
Parr. Blackstock,; Peter Christie, Man-
thester; John McMurtry, Bowmanville ;
W. J. Lockhart.. Newcastle; G. A. Dana,
M.L.A.. Brockville; Hon. Senator Sanford,
Adam Brown. Eeq., Hamilton; his Hon-
or Judge Fitzgerald,
Strathy, Barrie;. Danuel.

nnor, Ot'

W. A. Copland, Collingwood; M. A. Gil-
bert, St. Thomas; E. C .F. Wood, Port
Colborpe,; George H. Pedler, Oshawa 3
George'w. Hodgets, St. Catharines; J. B
Christie, Trenton; Dr. Angus McKinnon,
Guelph; John W, Murton, sheriff, Hamil-
ton; Dr. E. C. McDowell, Port Perry;
George A. Seddall, Lucknow; Father Jeff-
cott, Oshawa; Dr. George F' jerheller,Mark-
ham; F. L. Green, Green River; A. Steel,
B.A., Orangeville; Hugh C. Dennis, John C.
Gra.g, W. J. Murray, Dr. R. B, Orr, Dr.
G. &. Rowe, Dr. Bryce, Dr. Elliott, H. J.
Dennis, William Green, R. W. Sutherland,
A. J. McKay, J. B. Dennis, J. R. Graham,

/. @.  Sexsmith, Peterborough; F.
Price, Welland; J. R. Mellroy,
Hamilton; James Sparling, Barrie; i :
McKeown, J. J. D, McBeth; J. A,
McMurtry, Toronto; W. J. Fenton, Port
Perry; John Campbell; G. Roche, St. Tho-
mas; J. F. Swift, Kingston; Col. F. B.
Leys, London; R. H. Miller, Hamilton;
Angus Morrison, W. E. Thompson, James
Walmsley, Esq., H. Corby, M.P., T. Car-
man, Belleville; S. Nesbit, Brighton; A.
7. Armstrong, Cobourg; J. W. Chappell,
Uxbridge; J. J. McBain, Peterboro; w.
Smith, M.P., Columbus; Hon. John Dry-
den, Brooklin; his Worship Mayor Ken-
dry, Peterboro; Col. R. Z. Rogers, Graf-
ton; P. J. M. Anderson, Belleville; Wil-
liam McGill, Port Perry; F. 8.' Dingle,
Oshawa: L. T. Barclay, Whitby; sheriff
McLennan, D. J. McIntyre, Lindsay; Geo.
Gibbons, W. J. Reid, London:

The dinner itself was of a nature to
please the most fastidious epicure, and
the, menw was worthy!of a Lord Mayor’'s
banquet.

The toasts of the Queen and ‘the ‘Presi-
dent of the United States were the first
{)roposed and enthusiastically responded
0.

_The Chairman stated that he was in
receipt of o number of replies which time
did not permit of his reading, some of
them being from the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, the Hon. John Haggart, 8ir Oliver
Mowat, the Chancellor of Ontario, Hon.
Edward Blake, Mr. W .R. Meredith,Judge
Fitzgerald and many other prominent
persons.

The Event of the Eveuling.

He then proceeded : We have with us
this evening a gentleman who has been
a member of the Council of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association since the
beginning of its work in the Dominion
about 10 years ago. During those years
he has_been a true and faithful friend. I
need scarcely tell you that the gentléman
I refer to is His Worship the Mayor of
Toronto, Mr. Warring Kennedy. (Loud
cheering and singing of “He’s a jolly
good fellow.”) As you are aware, it is
intended this evening to present Mr.
Kenpedy with a portrait of himself,paint-
ed in oil by one of our leading artists,
Mr. Forster—(applause)—as a .mark of
the esteem in which Mr. Kennedy is held
by the Association. It is, therefore, my
pleasing duty for this purpose to intro-
duce to you the distinguished President
of the Association, Mr. Edward B. Harper
—(cheers)—who will make the presenta-
tion to Mr. Kennedy on behalf of the com-
pany. Mr. Harper's name is & household
word in insurance circles im the United
States and Canada—(hear, hear)—and .it
is fast becoming & household word
throughout Great Britain and the Con-
tinent, where the Association is doing &
large and rapidly increasing business. I
can only say of Mr. Harper's standing in
his own land that his name is prominent-
ly mentioned as one of the future Gover-
nors of the great Empire State. I have,
therefore, much pleasure in introducing to
you Mr. BEdward B. Harper. (Loud and
prolonged applause.)

Mr. Harper's Specel.

Mr. Harper, who on rising was greeted
with a storm of applause, said: Mr.
Chairman, fejlow-members and ladies and
gentlemen,~Many happy receptions have
fallen to my lot since I haye' been con-
nected with this company, but none of
them has ever aflorded me warmer satis-
faction ‘than the magnificent reception I
have met with here to-night, and in be-
holding your beautiful city, and one of
the most charming events of my life is
about to take place at this time. It re-
lates to friendship, and when one thinks
of what the word friendship means we
realize the fact that nations disappear
and border lines vanish while in friend-
ship we take each other by the hand, and
we become one people throughout the ci-
vilized globe. (Hear, hear.) It is friend-
ship that brings me here to-night, to do
honor to a gentleman whom I have had
the great privilege of meeting and being
associated with for a great many years,
your own Chief Executive of this great
city, Mr. Warring Kennedy. In all those
years I have watched his incomings and
outgoings, and bave beheld his. devotion
to principle, his devotion to duty, his de-
sire to do right and his opposition to
wrong,his independence of character, and
above all and beyoud all, his love for his
fellow-men; and the association which
has been formed between your Mayor and
myseli has been always in the direction
of how and by what means he could ben-
efit the widow and provide shelter, cloth-
ing and education for the orphan. This
has been ome of the great ob-
jects of his life. Self has Dbeen
sunk and the interests of others have been
first in his mind, and 1say to i’\ou that
it is to such men as Warring Keunedy,
the Mayor of your lovely and beautiful
city, that the people of the world will
honor, and therefore I take plea-
sure in being present to-night, and
it is a pleasant duty to me to extend
to your Mayor a token of our
regard, and in presenting him this even-
ing with this painting of himself. (The
portrait was here unveiled amid great
applause.) I take great pleasure in pre-
senting to you to-night, on behalf of my
associate officers of the Mutual Reserve
Fund Life Association, men who admire
you, men who respect you, and we dedi-
cate this picture tq you to-night, asking

%
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Welland ; . John |
0’Cor ! ;
tawa;.J. G. Bourinot, C.M.G.;! 'Ottawa;{:

Mayor Kennedy said: Mr. Chairman, Mr,
President Harper, ladies and gentlemen,
this to me would be & very pleasant even-
inZ, an evening of enjoyment were I here
under ordinary circumstances, but, sir

with this magnpificent gathering, covere

as we #re with this blazonry of valor
around us, and havinZ the eyes of this
vast audience turned specially upon me,,
at the present time I feel, sir, that my
position is one of zreat embarrassment,
and somethlng,germps,that no ordinary
man could stand, even a man of the most
perfeet knowledge might pale under such
circumstances. I need not say to you,
sir, that you have before you to-nizht &
representation ol the intellizence of the
city of Tpronto. You have here men from
all proféssions ; you have members of the
legal and medical professions, and I dare
say you have men from our col-
leges and universities ; in fact,
sir, you bhave the literati of the
city before you, as well as gentle-
men from all over the province. And this
ia the audience that greets you to-night,
Mr. Harper. Nearly all of these, perhaps
I may say three-fourths of them, are in
& sense interested in the prosperity and
final triumph of the Mutual Reserve Fund
Life Association of New York. Bir, I
know that you will consider that I am
gpeaking free from insincerity when.Isay
tﬁ:t I stand before you to-nizht with
no emall degree of embarrassment. You
have ho epeech prepared, no address of
a formal character to present to °me,
and it is very evident, sir, that the lan-
guage you have used is impromptu and
from your heart; it is not measured, it is
not Zot up in classic style to please the
ear, but your words are words that well
up from the heart; Ibelieve,sir, that
you have uttered words of sincerity in
your remarks to me to-night. But, sir,

cents in my pocket and havinz to earn
my bread by the sweat of my brow, I
would do it willingly rather than for-
feit the confidence my fellow citizeng
have reposed in me, or the expression of
good will that you and your fellow offi-
cers have expressed to me here to-night,
Sir, I may say that we are exceedinzly
2lad to see u here in our city, Your
name has become a household. word in the
Dominion of Canada.

A Napoleon of Insurance.

It has been stated to-night that your
name has been suggested ag a (grobable
candidate for the position of Governor
of the Empire State, but, sir,
you are the Napoleon of insur-
ance, and you prefer to remain where
you are, working out the grand problems
that commenced in a small upper room
in the City of New York, and you have
already paid millions to the widow and
the orphan and brought joy to thousands
of hearts in their hours of sorrow. This,
sir, is the grand aim you have in view.
We nre exceedingly ‘pleased to have you
here to-night., We recognize, sir, here
two flags; there is the flag of the
United States, and there is the flag of
England, the grand vld flag, the Union
Jack, (Tremendous applause.) And, Sir,
I ehall not be deemed imprudent or un-
wise| in, stating to you that we here are
British subjects, and we glory in the
Union: Jack, But, Sir, you will discover
that those two flags are entwined, as
we do mot wish to feel separated here,
wp do not wish to live in any way but
ou terms of peace and harmony and good
will with our friends south of the Lake.
It brings to my mind to-night the time
when the wire was laid across the At-

lantic Ocean, and the first message that
flashed across the wire was, “ Peace on
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OUTLINE OF THE PORTRAIT.

and I say it with all sincerity, I feel that
I am totally undeserrinz of the compli-
mentary remarks which Mr. President
Harper has made rezarding me this even-
inz.” Nothing could bave been more un-
expected by me than the presentation of
my portrait Hete 'to-nizht. 1 ' never
dreamt, sir, that I'had done anything to
merit your approval when 1 visited the
capital of the Empire State, and, sir,
my connection with the Mutual Reserve
Fund Life Association has not been one
in which I am pecuniarily in-
terested to the extent = of one
cent. Years ago I was induced to
take out a policy for a small amount
in that Association by my friend _Mr.
Wells, who sits beside me. Since that
time he has been promoted to a high
position of houor, the vice-presidency of
this Zreat institution. He began at that
corner in & humble way, but he Zradual-
iy drew around him a larze clientele and,
owing to his success, he has been transfer-
red from his position here and brought to
the head office in New York, where he
has distinzuished himself by his integrity,
perseverance and success. Mr. Wells came
to me in the early days of the association
in/ the Dominion and induced me to take
a policy. I then held five policies in dif-
ferent old line companies in this city,
whichl I still hold. It is very stranze to
me, sir, how from small bezinnings there
are sometimes gzreat results. I did not
expect when takinz out this policy for
a small amount years azo that it would
result in this magznificent gathering and
the complimentary words that the Pre-
sident has addressed to me to-nizht, and
in the presentation to me of my portrait
in oil. With a few othens I was induced
to go to New York, the com-
pany taking us down in order
that we mizht see for ourselves the Mu-
tual Reserve offices; the men who were
at the helm, Mr. Harper and the staff
around him, to see if there was anything
that wizht’give yise to misgivings in
our minds and lead us to cancel the
policies we had taken. I went down, s8ir,
with the others, and the first thinZ that
I did was to ask the Vice-President to
show me around. They took us from
room to room, opened up the cash books
and told the younz men in charge of them
to answer with the gzreatest frankness
any questions we mizht ask. They said,
“We have nothinz to conceal, the in-
surers are the insured, and the insured
are the insurers.”” When we had con-
cluded our vigit I came away thorough-
ly satisfied that everything was all
right. Other visits have I paid there from
right. Other visits have I paid there from
time to time,and each time has couﬁrxqed
me more and more in my opm-
jon of the soundness of the prin-
ciple, the economy of the man-
azement, and the integrity of the men;
and not only their intezrity, sir, but
their ability, because I have said when
I returned here that whatever other pow-
ers Mr. Harper may have he has the se-
cret' of findinz out the right kind of men
with whom to surround himself. I be-
lieve that President Harper has a stafl
of men around him that for intezrity and
ability cannot be surpassed by anything
on. this continent of America. [Applause.]
Now, I am not makinz a speech on be-
half of the Mutual Reserve Fund Life As-
sociation; I am merely Ziving you my gx-
perience, tellinz you what 1 have found,
and what have the President and officers
presented this portrait to me for? S8imply
for relating my experrience, as Metho-
dists would say, the confidence I
hag in the Mutual Reserve Fun

Lifp  Association. Now, Mr. Presi-
dpmt, I may eay to you to-nizht that I
agtept this presentation with zrateful
dcknowledgements. I am not able, sir,
on this occasion to command words ade-
quate to it, because words cannot express
the feelings of gratitude I entertain to
the zentlemen for their kindness in re-
coznizing me to this extent. I accept
then this beautiful zift from you, which
I shall be pleased to keep in my humble
home, and when I have passed away and
children may look upon it with a dezree
of pleasure when they see that it was
presented to their father as at least a
recoznition of straightforward and manly
dealinz. I trust, sir, that my futurecon-
duct will not cause me to fall in any de-
gree in the confidence you have manifest-
ed toward me to-nizht, for above wealth,
and honor, and possessions, there is some-

joined the gzreat silent majority, my |

Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” We,
Sir, as Britieh subjects here to-night de-
sire to echo and re-echo that sentiment
to all countries of the world, and es-
pecially our neighbors to the sotith.
There has been _ex%resled in the Congress
of your country, Sir, a desire that for
25 “years to come all our differences
should be settled by arbitration, that
the swaord that now slumbers peacefully
in the scabbard may never leap from
that scabbard to draw blood from our
fellows. We join in that sentiment so
grandly uttered in your Congrees, and
responded to in the Parliament of Great
Britain, that all our disputes for 26
yelrs to come may be peacefuly and ami-
cably adjusted as was the Behring Sea
question and the question of the seal
fisheries, and) I ean assure you, sir, that
while you are a native of the United
States, and that while you love your
country, I would think less of you if
you surrendered one jota of your love
for your own country either to please
or accommodate us, and vice versa.
Love your country, and be true to your
country, and.I say the same to the sub-
jects of Her Majesty. But, 8ir, let me
say that England and the United States
should go hapd in hand, not to draw
blood, but in bloodless victories, and
travel together in the walks of commerce,
in the paths of science and literature
and in the ways of peace, in those graud
triumphs and bloodless victories. The
Anglo-Saxon race, from which we are
descended, is destined "to control the
destinies of this world, and to-day we
may say that the. Anglo Baxon race
holds the key of the~vivilized world.
I will close my remarks\by alluding to
onef eventi of higtory with*which you are
doubtless quite familiar, ~which | will
show you the power:that England .and
United States can exert when combined
together. You will remember the time,
Sir, when a man was tried in Mexico
and unjustly condemned to | die.
He was by birth a Briton,
but by naturaligation belonged
to the United Stages. He was unjustly
condemned to die, apd the firing party
of the Mexican army was marched out
before him, and the coffin in which he
was to be placed after he was shot down,
wap laid at his feet. The British Con-
wul went to the Consul of the United
States; and said, “Shall we allow this
man to be unjustly shot, he is a citizen of
the Republic and a British subject by
birth, can we allow this?” “ Haul
down your flag,” said the British Consul,
and we will rush to the scene of the execu-
tion at omce.’ They went, and the
Union Jack and the Stare and Stripes
were wrapped about the body of the con-
demned man by them, when he said,
“ Now fire if you dare.” (Great ap-
plause.) Why, 8ir, the guns were
dropped, and the man was set free, and
the coffin went away empty. This in-
cident will bring before you the power
that England and America may wield for
good. Now, Mr. Harpeny I have spoken
too long. Again I thank you sincerely
for this portrait, whichv I will hang upon
the walle of my home, and there my
family, my boys and girls will look upon
it with pleasure to think that their
lu:her was worthy of sucl{ a magnificent
gilt.
. Hon. John Dryden Speaks. »

The chairman then called upon  Hon.
John Dryden to propose the next toast,
« The Mutual, Reserve Fund Life Associa-
tion of New York.” ;

¥r. Dryden, in moving the toast, said:
Mr. chairman, ladies and gentlemen,—I
i appreciate very much the homor jyou
have done me ‘in asking me to propose
the next toast. The fame of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association has now
become world wide. It has gathered to
! jtself friends everywhere, 1t has gone
| forward with sugh leaps and bounds as
‘ure‘auﬂicieu’c to startle those who en-
dedvor to oppoge it, It has met with a
| ¥igorous opposition, but has outlived op-
i position and misrepresentation, and has
. thus far been able to answer it by in-
creasing. prosperity., The prosperity and
| success which it has achieved has not
come to it accidentally, these things
\n(Wer do come by accident. 1 suppose
i1 am right in saying that brains and
| enterprise _have been guiding the helm
of this good ship, recently launched upon
the troubled sea of insurance. II I read
correctly the history of this association,
I find that its success has been largely,

life, and I find that I have several
things in common with him, and there-
fore I feel more interest in him than
before, , First I learn that he and
were both born on the Contiment of Am-
erica, he on the American side and I
upon the Canadian side. That is ome of
the things wherein I think I have a
decided advantage over him, Then I
observe that we have both English an-
cestors, I am hwot sure whether I am
correctly informed, but I rather suspect |
that I have a little advantage here |
also, because my English blood is mixed
whth a little Scoteh. Then we are both
membérs of the same religious organiz-
ation, that i® the best part of it. Now,
I will not be offensive when I say that
President Harper is, in my judgment, &
truly self-made man, Though he has this
noble ancestry that is suggested, yet
he has been forced on by circumstances
over which -he had no control to forge
out his own fortune, and he has done it
guccessfully. And I say that one rea-
son of his success is to be found inthe
fact that he mtarted right in his younger
days. We gee that now, more and more
of all successful men, and T see that in
President Harper’s life which ought to
be copied by thousands of our young men
everywhere, the temperate, studious
habits he seems to have had in his young-
er days, and he thus became known s
a reliable man. We welcome President
Harper and his associntes to this Can-
ada of ours, to our beautiful province
and tp this fair city of Toronto. We
cannot here show him as— many large
cities as there are in the United States,
but we can certainly show him a much
larger territory. (Hear, hear) We can-
not point him to a large population in
thie country, but we can certainly point
him to a population of a superior qual-
ity. I suppose they will not all pay
cash premiums, but they will pay them
sufficiently long, I. . suppose, to prove
good risks at all events, I hope and
frust that President Harper and his
associates will Apend a pleasant time
while they are with us, Now that Bar-
pum is dead, we are able to show him
in this city the greatest show on earth,
and I hope that after seeing all that
is to be peen in Toronto and hearing all
that is baid here, he will always retain
Eleuant recollections of the Canadian
ranch of ghe association. . I ask you if
your glasses are full now to receive the
toast of “The Mutnal Reserve Fund Life
Association of New York, coupled with
the names of President Harper, Counsel
Burnham and Vice-President Wells.

The toast was responded to with the
greatest enthusiasm, with three cheers
and a tiger and the singing of “He's &
Jolly Good Fellolw, ete.”

President Harper's Response.

Br. Harper, in responding, said: Mr.
Chairman, members of the - Mutual Re-
serve Fund Life Awssociation, ladies and
gentlemen,—I did not suppose that after
the presentation of the painting to Mayor
Kennedy I would be called upon for &
speech, but it was on the program, and
I have just jotted jlown a few thoughts
when I learned what ‘was the program.
To say that I deeply appreciate the
high honmor which you have conferred
upon me this evening, in extending t
mysell and my associate officers thi
cordial and enthusiastic reception, would
but feebly express my feelings upon this
occasion. Ten years ago it was my pri-
vilege, for the firet time, to meet many
of those I see around this table to-night.
The friendship thus formed not only con-
tinues to exist,”but grows warmer and
closer as the years go by, and the ques-
tion is now often asked whether the Mu-
tual Reserve Fund Life Association hails
from the State of New York or from Can-
ada, for it can be truly stated that the
citizéns of the Dominion haye co-operat-
Led in the up-building of the Mutual Re-
serve, in furnishing it with efficient of-
ficers—I speak a.va‘isedly when I say
efficient officers, because I have upon
my - official list many able gen-
tlemen from your Dominion, who have
contributed valuable services in its up-
building—in supplying it with a loyal
membership, and with having a watch
over its internal nffairs to an extent
greater than that of any other country
save the United Btates. I shall ever
honor the subjects of her Majesty in
Canada for the help, aid and assistance
rendered by them in the up-building of
the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Associa-
tion. In this connection it is but proper
for me ta bear gestimony to the honest
efforts in the cause of life insurance re-
form rendered by his Worship the Mayor
of this beautiful City pf Toronto, the
Hon, Warring Kennedy. He has placed
the officers of the Mutual Reserve under
many obligations through his earnest
and enthusiastic defence of its economic
principles, in which connection I will
also mention the names of the Hon. Ru-
pert Wells, Mr. William Wilson and many
other distinguished Canadians,members of
Parliament and of the Canadian Govern-
ment who have rendered to thie associa-
tion valuable aid in its up-building.
When I first visited Canada, some 10
years ago, it was for the purpose of
securing the right from the Dominion
Parliament for the association to tran-
gact business in your country, Many of
you remember the obstacles which were
introduced by its competitors to pre-
vent the association from having the
right to unfurl its banner in the Domin-
jon, and the arguments 1 advanced be-
fore the Banking and Finance Committee
of the House of Commons of Canada, pre-
sided over by that hoble gentleman, Sir
Leonard Tilley, Minister of Finance,
why it would be to the interest of Can-
adian citizens that the Mutual Reserve
Fund Life Association should be allow-
ed to transact business in the Dominion.
Ten years have elapsed, and the state-
ments then made by myself have been
verified, and a record has been made of
which the officers and members of the
association have reason to be proud, the
Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association
with but one exception having placed
upon its books in Canadé within the past
12 months more business than any other
life insurance company in the Dominion,
and having led all other companies in
the amount by which it increased its
volume of business in force. The ques-
tion might well be asked, Why has the
Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association
accomplished such grand results in Can-
ada, in the face of the greatest op -
tion ever known in the history of life
insurance 7 My reply is that it ‘can be
accounted for only inf one way, and that
is that, as a rule, Canadians are men
of intellect and determination of char-
acter who think and act for themselves.
Having comprehended the great ecomo-
mic principles introduced by the Mutual
Reserve, backed up by security equal to
that of any other life insurance company
in the world, they, in their own inter-
ests, took advantage of the reliable and
inexpensive protection which it furnishes
and became supporters and members of
the association in numbers and to an
extent bestowed upon no other life in-
surance company.

The progress of the Mutual Reserve
Fund Life Association since its admis-
sion into Canada, is shown by the fact
that at the end of the year 1888 it had
but $68,828,000 of insurance in force,
while at the end of 1893 it had $262,-
607,000, In 1888 it had but $169,000 in
cash and invested assets, while at the
end of 1898, ten years thereafter, it had
$8,936,000 cash and invested assets At
end of 1888, it had but $115,000 in its
reserve or emergency fund, whereas i
1893 it had $8,5680,826 in its reserve or
emergency fund, In 1883 it had paid out
but $385,000 in death claims,while at the
end/ of 1893 it had disbursed to the wid-
ows and orphans of deceased members no
less asum than $17,684,000. When the
system of the Mutuval Reserve Fund Life
Association was presented to the Banking

tion, neither have the people of the Unit-
ed States been enriched thereby, but it
can be truly eaid that - the wid-
ows of the deceased members of
the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Association
in Canada have been shielded and pro -
tected in the hour of their distress, and
the little orphan children have been,
housed, fed and clothed, and the means
furnished by which they could be edu-
cated, through the systematic contribu-
tions of the multitude of policy holders
enrolled on the books of the Mutual Re-
serve. And what is true of Canada is
true of every other place in which we
are transacting business, consequently the
popularity of the company has been
shown. We are not here to impoverish
the peo?le, we are not here to collect
money from you, we are here as one
great body of policy holders, representing
members in every place and country, con-
tributing readily and freely to the neces-
sities of all, so that the widow of the
French soldier will be cared and provid-
ed foriby the soldier in the German army,
thereby linking together the peoples of
the earth in one company in the inter-
ests of “Peace and good will on earth.”
One word with regard to its economic
principles, and that will explain why so
distinguished a gentleman as His Wor-
ship, the Mayor of this city is a mem-
ber of this company. The Lord Mayor of
London is a director of this Company.
The British Government has bestowed bar-
onetcies upon & number of directors in
London. To illustrate the economic prineci-
yles introduced by the Mutual Reserve
und Life Association, I will select for
comparison the only company that se-
cured a larger volume of business in
Canada in 1898 than did the Mutual Re-
gerve, The expenses of the Mutual Re-
serve Fund Life Association for each
$1000 in'force in Canada were $4.02,
while the expenses of the company in
question, doing business under the old
system, were $15.10. The mortality of
the Mutual Reserve Fund Life Associa -
tion in Canada for each $1000 insurance
exposed was $8.59; the mortality of the
company in question was $11.66. During
the five years ending December, 1893, the
mean insurance in force of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association in Canada
was $14,685,8056, while the mean in-
insurance of the company in question was
$16,641,228; the total expense of the Mu-
tual Reserve for the five years in Canada
were $286,184, while the expenses of the
company in question were $1,080,548.
The average expenses for the five years
of the Mutual Reserve for each $1000 in-
surance exposed were $3.89, while the
average expenses of the company in ques-
tion were $18.10 per $1000. It is un-
necessary for me to state that, inas-
much a§ the company with which this
comparison is made secured a larger vol-
ume of business in the Dominion of Cana-
da in 1898 than did any other life “insur-
ance company, it is one of the best man-
aged of all the old system companies
doing business in your country. With
this fact stated further comment regard-

the Mutual Reserve is unnecessary.
Toronto’'s Mospitality.

And now, Mr. Chairmani; I wish to say
ai word as to the hospitality we have re-
ceived on behalf of the citizens of Toron-
to. From the moment we arrived
in the city our time has been occupied
receiving your hospitalities, and words
fail to express my sentiments of regard
and esteem which I feel for all of you,
for the kindly treatment you have ex-
tended to myself and my associate offi-
cors. . We shall ever remember this visit
and the kindly treatment we have receiv-
ed, and we wish you to remember,
whether {‘ou are members of the Mutual
Reserve Fund Life Association or not,
but especially if you are members, that
we have in the city of New York a build-
ing some 14 stories high,in every room of
which the lateh-string hangs on the outer
door for  every one of you. - In that
building d8 a room we call the reading
room, and we have a newspaper. and post-
office there, where you can address your
letters and meet your friends. It is
yours, and we hope' when you visit the
city of New York, to whick I have the
honor to belong, we will have the privi-
lege of welecoming you there, one and all.
One word more. My name has been men-
tioned in connection with the Goveraor-
ship of New York State. It is true that

any papers have mentioned my name.
I# has been without my consent and with-
out my approval. I have but one object
in life, I think every man should have one
object in life. A man who has many
objects generally accomplishes little or
nothing of any account. One single ob-
jeet in life, altheugh he may be a poor
workman, he may accomplish, The one
object of my life ig the upbuilding of one
of the grandest and most magnificent
organizations that has ever been given to
the world. I believe I am connected with
that organization. I know that there are
many other magnificent organigations,
but this omq 1 am contented to be iden-
tified with, and I pray to my Maker,
the great Lord and ruler of the Universe,
that he will never permit me to waver
to the right or left, or for a moment
to consider auy proposition of leaving
the one object of my life. (Hear, hear.)
There may be great undertakings, there
may be greater undertakings for the
accumulation of wealth, butf I doubt it
any other undertaking ever existed on
earth wherée more good can be accom-
plished for my fellow-men than in the
propogation of the idea of providing for
the widow and orphan, through the pro-«
tection offered by our various life
insurance organizations. It js the noblest
work of God to provide for the unfortu-
nate, Ministers of the gospel may be
engaged in a greater or nobler work, but
the practical work of furnishing coal and
fuel, the practical wark of furnishing
homes for the widow and education for
the young is a work that should secure
the sympathy and co-pperation of every,
good - eitizen throughout the civilized
world, Gentlemen, I thank you for the
courteous hearing you have given me.

Vice-President Wells and Counsellor
Burnham also spoke. !

An interesting ceremo:ﬁ followed at
this juncture, This was the presentation
by Mr. W, J. MeMurtry of a gold watch
to W. J. Murray, Brooklyn, and another
to William Green, Toronto, the two
agents, who, dufing the month of Aug«
ust, did the largest business of any of
the association’s agents in Ontario—the
amount beinz $141,000 each. From Aug.
1 to Sept. 6, Mr. McMurtry said, the
company wrote up $606,000 in Ontario.

The other toasts were: “The Legal
and Medical Professions,” responded to
by Mr. R. W. White, Pembroke; Dr. P. H,
Bryce, secretary of the Provincial Board
of Health, and Dr, Burchard of New York;
“prade and Commerce,” responded to by,
Mr. Joseph Tait; “The Press,” renpondy«
ed to by Messrs, J. 8. Willison, E. E.
Sbel})par and w. F, Maclean;
MP.; and “The Ladies,” replied
to by Mr. R. M. Wells. The health
of Mr. W. J, McMurtry was then propos«
ed by Mr. D. E. Cameron, and that of
Mr. Hugh Dennis, “the most - popular
agent in Ontario,” by another gentleman
among the guests,

The banquet was clobed, with cheers fom
gbe Q'tlnen and the singing of “Auld Lang
yne.

Telegraphic Tappings.

Chauncey Depew says he will accept the
Republican nomination for Governor of
New York State il offered it.

Rain has checked" the forest fires in
Wisconsin.

J. 8. Sheehan and David Forsht were
killed and ning others wounded by & eol-
lision between :‘i freight and a working
train on the Philadelphia and Erie ro
near Lock Haven, Pa., yesterday.

Ishpeming, Mich., is surrounded by for-
est fires, but the town is not in immedi«

and Finance Committee of the Dominion

ate danger.
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