To make dgu e utter h _
naissance in the. Chinese as a nation until
eral generations have passed I must fir
a slight sketch of Chinese history.

China and her peoples have always"b'éé:nf'.

held as an example of a nation which, by its
type of government, its laws, and the charac-
teristics. of its peoples, has for thousands of

years been able to' resist the general laws

governing the rise and fall of nations. That
China has preserved its emtity, more or less,
for ages,-while other nations of more vitality,
strength, and knowledge, have been -born,
lived, and ‘died, cannot be denied; but that
this has-been due to any special Chinese char-
acteristic, of either people or government, is
absurd.” This ‘length of life has been due
solely to location, environment and climate
. —nothing else. ;

From the beginning until the nineteenth-

century China was as isolated from the world

at large as if located in Mars. . On the north
were the barren plaifis of Mongolia and the
sandy waste of the Gobi desert, beyond which
stretched the interminable and uninhabited
forests of Siberia; on the west the impassable
mountains—the Roof of the World; on the
south swamps, jungle, and the Indian Ocean;
and on the east the Pacific, an impassable
barrier. -
Thus carefully guarded by natyre from
the outside world, with a country of :many
waterways, a climate similar to that of Amer-
ica from Maine to Florida, a rich and varied
soil, lending itself kindly to cultivation, ‘with
all natural resources in the greatest abund:
ance (iron, coal, gold, silver, copper), it was
possible for China to work out her own civil-

ization, laws, government, literature, and eco- -

nomic life. But even under these conditions
there was a natural ebb and flow in her na-
tional vitality, and dynasties changed, and
twice the country has been conquered. The
only possible point of attack in the years past
has been-from the north, the country of cold,
deserts and scanty vegetation.

The first people to gain control were wan-
dering bands of snout-faced Tartars; and later
the Mongols—a poor, starved, hungry lot of
nomads, with nothing to lose in fight and all
to gain. The.Mongol dynasty lasted until the

conquerors became rich, fat, and.soft with good

living, and lost their fighting abilities. Then
appeared the leader, a Chinese monk, Chu
Huen Chang, a fighter and a leader of men.
The whole of China rese. and the Mongols
were no more south of the Great Wall.

Thus began the Ming dynasty, the most
brilliant of all Chinese dynasties. The country
expanded to the east and south and north.
Armies were sent to Turkestan-and as far as
Persia. All gave way before them. At last
came peace and prosperity, arts and crafts and
literature, flourishing as never before. The
fighting spirit died. The central government
lost its grip on the provinces. Internal troubles
began—palacé ~conspiracies and revolutions.
North of the Great Wall were the Manchus, a
small, half-civilized crowd, only a few genera-
tions from nomads. They longed for the treas~
ure and lands of their fat, lazy, vainglorious
neighbor, and watched for an opening. It came
at last. There were two parties in the nation
fighting against each other. Neither side had
sufficient vitality to down the other, and nei-
ther had much liking for real fighting. The
leader against the then Emperor gpened the
gates in the Great Wall-and invited the Man-
chus to help him win the throne. This was
their opportunity. They conquered the Em-
peror’s party, then conquered the other party,
and established themselves on the Dragon
Throne in 1644. The fighting went on for
many years before all China submitted, but at
last all came under the Manchu rule, and are
there today. ; :

The inevitable result followed: years of
peace and commerce destroyed all militant
spirit, and the Manchus became more or less
absorbed by the Chinese. The official class
became rotten to the core, corruption of every
kind was fostered, and then appeared the for-
eigner with modern arms and ships of war.

From the beginning of China’s history until
the coming of the Westerner, all the peoples
with whom the Chinese came in contact were
inferior to them in all that tends towards civ-
ilization. - And not only in civilization  but in
numbers. Not.all the Manchus numbered as
many as the Chinese of a single province. Con-
sequently the civilization of the Chinese was
their own. They took nothing from other na-
tions, and were never forced by competition to
exert themselvesjsalong lines of improvement.
They knew not the existence of anything su-
perior to what they had. They could imagine
nothing better. Anything not Chinese was un-
worthy of notice. They knew everything and
were everything; and in their ignorance they
feared no nation.

There was a rude awakening when, in 1860,
the French and English landed a few thousand
men at Taku, captured the forts, and with
but little fighting, drove the Chinese army,
a huge mob, before them and took possession
of Peking, burning and utterly destroying the
beautiful summer. palace, “Yuenmingyuen.”
The Chinese paid, and the foreign troops de-
parted, but the Ministers Plenipotentiary and
Envoys Extraordinary of all civilizations had
now the right of residence in Peking and the
right of audience with the Imperial Son of
Heaven. A fear of foreign force settled on the
Imperial Government, and diplomacy, not
arms, has since been the order of the day.

. Chinese diplomacy means riothing but put-
ting off the evil day—the paying of any price
to insure quiet for tomorrow (leaving the day

k ont for itself), anything- in
ver making a determined effort to cu
-a surgical operation, but merely tak:

- fear that some othér would acquire an advan-
tage, thus djsturbing the balance of influence.

Each has wanted much, and thus they ‘haye

neutralized each:other. The integrity of China

has been but as a pole standing erect upon the

. surface of things; which, if left to itself, would

fall. Its uprightness has been maintained solely

by the pull of the different foreign nations:
Each has a string of wants fastened to this
pole, and they all pull together. :

The Chinese-Japanese War :in 1894 -made’

~ plain’ the hopelessness and rottenness'of China:

and the Chinese people from a collective and
national viewpoint. Her Imperial Majesty the
late Dowager Empress, one of the greatest wo-
men of histpry, was all that held- things to-
- gether, and after_her the deluge. She had a
ollowing of -all the best men in Chinese offi-
cialdom. 'The best were far from perfect states-
men, but they were devoted to the Empress,
and thus pulled together.  There was a de-
finite head and a leader—not an enlightened
one from a modern standpoint, but a strong

- _woman doing her best to save the dynasty and

«the country. With her death came chaos. The
only two prominent statesmen in China with
ability and desire to serve their country for
the good of the country were at once shelved
by Prince Chun, the Regent; and all .the im-
portant positions are held either by old men in
their dotage, as Prince Ching and most of the

Grand Council, or young princes of the present

reigning family, ignorant of all things modern
and filled with conceit, atrogance, and a desire
to fill their purses regardless of the effect on
their country. .

The Prince Regent is a man of small ability
and of no experience in the handling of affairs
of state. He is much under the influence of his
father’s wife, whose one idea is to, make the
family rich at any cost. In statesmanship the
regent is a man-afraid-of-himself, whose weak-
ness and vacillation -have been such ‘that -all
the officials stand in. deadly fear of him—a
man of no settled policy or conviction, who or-
dets-this ar that done, and then, by the counsel
9f the next adviser, degradés the'official who
is doing as ordered. What is'the result? The
few strong men, are out of office. No éfficial
dares assume: the slightest résponsibilityi or to
act decisively on any question. The main ob-
ject of the officials:is to hold office; and to do
this with safety no question of international
policy must reach a definite conclusion and no
final agreements must ever be signed.unless

~they contain some condition upon which argu-
ment is still possible. There never was a time
during the last fifty years when the Imperial
Government of China was so headless and
Chinese officialdom so invertebrate.

The much-talked-of modern army of China
is a farce. It in no way equals the same army
of seven years ago when under the control of
his Excellency Ytuian Shih Kai. The officers
are few and inexperienced, the discipline slack,
the pay uncertain, and the whole organization
permeated with an unrest that may at any
moment turn it into a dangerous mob. As an
army of defense it is useless, but as a mob it
would be a terror among the native Chinese.

' Financially ‘the Chinese Government is ap-
proaching a crisis. The credit limit for foreign
loans is about reached unless betteg and more
speedy arrangements are devised for financing
prospective railways and the natural resources
of the country. At present nothing is being
done to remedy these evils beyond preliminary

agreements which never arrive, and much vain
talk. .

The inauguration of the National Assem-
bly will only increase the.present confusion.
A few men in power who do not realize the
needs of the country are less of a menace than
several hundred. The menace of the few is
negative, while that of the many is posifive
and quick moving, and may with ease run into
mob law. While a very few may in a vague

way, realize the/needs of the country, no-two"

will agree on the remedy, and none will take
the personal risk of attempting the -cure.
While they talk the opportunity to save will
be lost.

One of the most remarkable characteristics
of the Chinese people is their absolute inability
to combine in a successful manner for any pur-
pose. As bankers, merchants, contractors, efc.,
they are a success from both a commercial and
an ethical standpoint, No people are commer-
cially more honest or have a more exalted idea
of the sacredness of a contract.—either writ-
ten, verbal, or merely ‘implied—than the Chi-
nese merchant, banker, or contractor of any
kind, unless contaminated by “dealings. with
unreliable foreign hongs at the open ports. The
non-official word of a Chinese is usually as

good as his -bond, and his bond is as good as °

the wealth of his family.| In fifteen years of
dealing with Chinese merchants and contgact-
o3 of all sorts'I have never.found them mali-
cidusly doing work contrary to the speacifica-
tions or attempting to break their contract
even if it was a losing one for them. But when
the business becomes a limited corporation
and the executive is a board of directors, zv-
erything goes to pieces. This division of re-
‘sponsibility, together with the fact that mwost
of the capital invested does not belong to the
directors, destroys all semse of commercial
rectitude and of personal regponsibility, It is

@ sedative for temporary relief. All civil-
- nations were there, and all wished some.
- Sconcession. . Thus for forty years China has
"been kept intact by playing the different na-.
‘tions one against the other. Each has been in

pany, Chinese g ¢
lighting 'plants, water-works

factories, etc., etc. The

aged solely by the Chinese are soon allowed to
run down, and no funds are set aside for re-
pairs.or improvements.t » = . Saie

Since the Chifiese took over the' Peking-
Hankow ' Railway from the Belgians in De-
cember, 1908, no regular repairs. or replace-
ments have been made.. The profits have been
squandered. and both ;roadbed and. rolling
stock are going to ruin. The company has
just been making vain efforts to float a large
foreign loan for the repair of this railway. 1f
the people are unable to combine with success
to manage the affaifs of a small corporation,
how much less could théy combine to run the
affairs of-the country? S ;

The present system of government is hope-
less. The Central Government has but little
hold ‘on the provinces, and fears them. -The
taxes and revenues are practically farmed out,
and but'a small percentage of the amioufit tak-
en from the people ever reaches the Central
Government. : 4

The whole effort is*to get money
cost, even if the source of revenue is eventually
destroyed thereby. As an example, when ‘the
railway from Peking to Kalgan, one hundred
and forty-five miles north Arom Peking, was
opened, the amount of trafic and profits was
large. What did the Chinese government do
but at once establish six or more likin (Chi-
nese customs) stations on this line. and collect
customs duties on all traffic! Within a few
months the cars were running‘empty and the
goods were being transported in the good old-
fashioned way-—packed-on mules and camels.'

The people have no’confidence in the offi-
cials or the Regent, and during the last two
years this lack of confidence has broadened
inté utter contempt. ‘The only thing that holds
the “powers-that be” i place is the lack of a.
leader for'the people. :As yet not one has ap-
peared in China. The people have no confi-
dence in any of the so-called revolutionary
leaders; as ‘not one of them has shown any
ability beyond that of getting: money from the
people and spending it in'safety abroad.

There is-no love of s:country or patriotism.
All the present talk of this by the -half-edu-
cated or not half-educated new Chinese—this
cutting off of fingers, etc., for love of their
country—is nothing but«he hysterical vapour-
ings-of badly brought upchildren.. No reform
can come without much. hard, unselfish fight-
ing. The Chinese as a nation are not fighters,
and never haye been. They are commercially
personified, ;with only most material ideals.

Their social structure has been such that
they have never been taught to obey, and they
have no traditions of loyalty beyond their im-
mediate family, which tradition has been done
away with as much as possible by the Chris-
tian missionaries.

There have been no ‘hereditary nobles or
ruling class, and no natural teaders of the peo-
ple. There is noscaste feeling, and any one is
eligible for any official position, provided he
conforms to the rules of the game. Until with-
in .3 few years the rules required a certain
standard in Chinese literature, that is, an edu-
cational requirement, and men who stood high
in the final examinations were looked up to
with respect and admiration.- The knowledge
required was of no practical use, but ‘ability to
acquire it marked the man as superior to one
without this ability, and gave him much pres-
tige by tradition. These old examinations
have been done away with,-and there is no-
thing to replace them.

The great reforms in Japan were due en-
tirely to the ruling class. ‘The common people
were attached to the clans of -the different
nobles, and by generations of tradition were
loyal and obedient. = Japan was a fighting na-
tion, with all the glorious traditions of loyalty
and self-sacrifice. Commerce was much lower
in the scale. The reform began at the top;
the high ideals of the leaders ‘with the virile
militant spirit of the followers and their great
love of country, made a perfect working ma-
chine. The Japanese had leaders, and were
led by them. China has none; neither has it
any traditions of self-sacrificing love of coun-
try. Its whole history shows that it has never
been a unit, but has been composed of weakly
connected provinces, all jealous of -each other.
The north and south, in addition, have always
been at varianee. Nothing but the hammer of
the gods can arouse them and beat them into
coherent action. The operation will be most
severe, and China as a nation may die under
the hammer; but to the Chinese.people the re-
sult will be good. The only thing that possibly
could now save China would be the apgear-
ance of a strong, virile leader who by his'char-
acter and ability could make the people forget
their own petty commercial selves and ham-
mer into them the idea of doing something
without expecting an immediate. money re-
furh.. % )

China, with her wealth, natural resources,
and millions of hard-working, industrious in-
dividuals, is too,great a prize to be lost for
lack of a master. The master will arrive; and
Chinas’ millions will be hammered into shape.

Japan is a perfectly ‘organized machine for -

war. She is young, virile, militant. Her people
are few and her natural resources and acres
fewer. She needs people, land, and wealth—
and what she needs and must have lies at her

.- feet, practically helpless. "It is merely a ques”

tion of time when she will take possession.
Every little detl’s been attended to—no-

5

at.any

: "g:‘rrded ‘by_Japan; and then in a few m

Korea was Japan. The open door was
in’ a, and China’s sov

the doot-keeper is a Japanese.. Not eve
is allowed : ,
her own country. No foreign capital can’
Manchuria except under Japanese dire
This all applies to the southern and richer

of Manchuria., In the north Russia

~more dictatorial, and the Chinese Government

does nothing. Russia and Japan have an agree-
ment by \the terms of which each agrees to
assist the other against an infringement of
their alleged rights. China’s sole right in Man-
churia is.to protest and protest, and then sub-
mit to new demands. ‘Both Russia and Japan

. may' increase the number of ‘their troops in
' Manchutia to any extent and call them railgray

guards-otr guards against the plague—or call
them nothing: China cannot stop them, and
not one foreign- nation is going to interfere.

- The Japanese are in every part of China prop-

er. They understand the working of the Chi-
nesé mind much better than any Westerner
ever can, and they are able to get nearer to the’
Chinese. They are there as 3mall traders, con-

_ tractors, or anything: but nothing of import-

ance happens which is not at once known to
the Japanese Governmént. In Peking there are
thousands, and many of them not only well-
trainad soldiers of the Japanese Reserve, but
some of them commissioned officers. There i3
not an influential official in any of the Chinese

_Government boards who is:not more or less

under ]aPanese influence, and probably not a
governor’s yamen in the country in which
there is not a Japanese agent. This influence
has successfully blocked for nearly two years
all efforts of Germany, France, England, and
America to finance Chinese railways, and is
now apparently obstructing with equal success
the consummation of the loans for the regula-
tion" of Chinese currency ‘until the terms of
these loans have been so modified that Japan
is satisfied. Nothing is too small for the Jap-
anese to overlook, and nothing too large for
them to study. -This surveillance of . things

" Chinese by the Japanese is nothing new. The

study of the details of finally acquiring China
has been ‘going on for many years.

For example, sixteen years ago, at thg time
of the Chinese-Japanese war; the army of
North China was the only force available for
defense. - The quartermaster-general of all
this army had held his position for some years.
Through his hands passed all the army sup-
plies, food,'clothes, arnrs, ammunition, etc,,
etc. He was the one man who knew how many
actual men could be put in the field and exactly
what the outfit of the army was. He was a
most capable man, no amount of work was too
much for him, ag} he took charge of every-
thing—a remarkable man, and a good Chinese
scholar. Near the close of the war it was dis-
covered that this wonderful man was a Japan-
ese, a devoted subject of the Emperor of Japan,
and that the Japanese Government had always
been as well’ posted on the unreality of the
Chinese army as had its quartermaster-gen-
eral. He had devoted years to this work for
the good of Japan. He was executed, but he
had made a good fight for his country, well
worth the price he paid.

We must remember that the Japanese and
Chinese are more or less the same race. Their
written language is much the same. They
think along the same lines, and carr understand
each other .in a way never possible between
the white and yellow races. Among the Jap-
anese now in China many have Chinese wives.
They intermarty on a basis of equality, and
the results of these marriages are good and
the offspring are always Japanese subjects.
China has now a great fear of Japan, knowing
her power, but they are rapidly coming to-
gether. The white races have clearly shown
that they: will have nothing to do with either
nation, upon an equal footing, and that all
they want from China is profit. China has
much that Japan requires—people, acres, re-
sources; and Japan will supply what China
needs—efficient, econemical, strong govern-
ment and leadership.

One cannot set an hour or a day, for the
final move to be nrade, but we may be sure that
until the end each well-thought-out move of
the Japanese will have all the appearance of
having been forced upon. them by circum-
stances over which they (the Japanese) had no
control. Any little happening may precipitate
the affair. If from the plague or famine, or
any other catise, serious rioting should take
place in Peking or Tientsin, and the other for-
eign legations become alarmed, I think we may
safely say that Japan 'would at once assume
control. The foreign natiens would protest—
but after the fact. Japan ‘ig not only the one
nation represented in Peking which has suffi-
cient troops and equipment for at any moment
taking ‘entire charge of the whole city, but she
is undoubtedly the only nation. whose repre-
sentatives in China have the thorough prepar-
edness that will allow them to.act at once when

‘the moment arrives. Other nations will enrich

the cable companies and wait. It is not neces-

~ sary that serious troubles should occur in Pe- ; y
b4 G : “ The dean summoned thé delinquent, Ic

king. Let them occur in any part of China,

and Japan will take charge. And what will the’
Protest, call conventions.

other nations do?
and talk. There will be, or'is, an understand-
ing with Russia which will prevent any active
objections from that country. That Japan and
Russia must at some time in the future try
conclusions as ' to the superiority of the white
or the yellow race is true; but that will not be

¥

*

to build one mile of railway in this

7

htil after the Ch

hase been accomplished.

As to England, France, or Germgny,

~ one of them can afford to try force in the 1.
hey cannot get sufficien:

warships or land forces there, and would .,
it it were possible.
~ their own houses in Europe to keep in o
- As for America, its people would not ail,
war with Japan to save China. We wi| I ..

East with Japan.

dare to

They

inese-Japanese combinaij,,

They all

1
4y

go at that, and not analyze the “perfec: .
paredness” of the American nation ior ..
The giving a strong government to Chi
opening up of the country, and the inc
commercial value of China under Japan .
nruch more than overcome any imagined
timent we might have for the integrity
China. In the meantime the Japanese-.
can war, the Russo-Chinese troubles, the
can-Japanese alliance, the great reform:

made iq China tomorrow, will be well
in the international press, that Wester
tions may have something to think of

)
worked

least think they are thinking.

Always tomorrow. But on some “tols

the world will realize that while Jap:
been  making all these talked-of preparat

capture the United States, she has taken ooy,
trol of China and united the yellow race. Apg

The taxes paid by the Chine.
may be reduced one-half, the revenues trebic
or quadrupled, the government of the counrv

then what?

in which the Chinese will have a great «

administered in a firm, businesslike manne:
that will command the respect of the worli
extraterritoriality abolished, and the vellow
race received into the family of nations
a national equality. But even now, if Chins
‘can put forward a keen, strong, unselfish lcad
er, one in whom the people will have conf.
dence, she can yet work out her own glorio.
salvation. May God grant the quick coming of

this “Master of Men” !'—The Outlook.
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A MERITED REBUKE

The irreproachable politeness of the la:r
Edward VII. of England, was not only in-

dividual and relative to persons; it was I
man and general as well.

prince.

tables

upon

: C Once at Marienba
His Majesty and a few friends were havinc
tea in a restaurant in the pine woods ne
town. At a table close by sat another parts
the host of which was a well known Germa

ar t

The work of attending to the guests at bo
devolved

waitress, and the king did not fail to- notic
the rude, blustering manner of the royal Ge-

a young Engl:

man, who threatened to report the terrific

girl every time she had occasion to answc:

his summons.

Annoyed

justifiable behaviour, the

Stanley Clarke:

“You are to convey my thanks to &

by this most «
,king said to -

proprietor here for the prompt and admiral
manner in which my party has been seri:
at this restaurant.’

The command was instantly obeyed, m
to the disgust of the adjoining table, a

gust which was intensified when

the ku

gave the timid young waitress a gold piece.
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NO-MAN’S-LAND

D —

Far away down the river, beyond
docks and the wharves and the warehou-c
the Tow banks of the Thames are left much
nsture made them, and for miles and mii
Jiear waste of mud and swamp stretches
Here 1¢ the region known
‘The Flats,” and many a weird tale -
concerning it in tiie bar parlors of the

on either s’de.

side inns.

Dark deeds are the most conu

place features of these wild, trackless v

where woeden shanties, half

submerge !

the mire, give shelter to coiners, anarc
and the criminal outcasts of London's u:

world.

It is to be feared that many an

detected murder is committed in the heart «
this horrible “No-Man’s-Land.’
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ON THE DEFENSIVE

A distinguished novelist

recently

Himself traveling in a train with two

talkative

women.

Having

recognized

from his published portraits, they opene!

upon him in regard to his novels,

pra:

them in a manner which was unendurab!
the sensitive author.
Presently the train entered a tunnel, 2
in the darkness the novelist raised the b~
of his hand to his lips and kissed it sound
When light returned he found the two
men regarding one another in icy silence
Addressing them with great suavity,
said, “Ah, ladies, the -one regret of my IV

will be that I shall .never know which of yu:

it was that kissed me!”—Ideas.

/

In a western university the dean of the ir-

O
O

stitution was told by ‘the students that t
cook was turning out food not “fit to eat.

tured him on his shortcomings, and threatc
ed him with dismissal unless conditions wer

bettered.

“Why, sir,” exclaimed
oughtn’t to place so much -
_Wwhat the young men tell you about my meal>
They.come to me in just the same way abou'

‘your lectures !

the
importance

not

das
rae
W

na-

l1pon

cook, “yov

/

i

bride ; frie
[ to no eff

¢ rgone the o

A
and a half for th

appedrance. Fc

‘speeulation was

Lady Constance
were afloat as to
had occurred. T

‘af.test late in thd

lished by Lady
that she was saf
wiereabouts, ho
“Next day Lad
rted tobe in Y
But it was not
of her disappear
then discovered
in Paris. At 12.1
dihg she left thq
house on the prg
was then weari
trimmed with ros
and a long grey
Charing Cross,
leaving by the 2,
riving in Paris a
dence of a {riend]
to where she the
succeeded in nic
Here, for the
affair rests. Wh
actuated Lady C
now-be disclosed
family are natu

DEAD

It is recordec
a squadron of ca
under cover of a
regiment. The
the assault of the
bers had been re
infantry. Whilg
the field, the d
charge with dra
ed in close orde
half way they m
works in front ¢
on their flank. A4
sabre drawn, wa
leading in the
swerved to the
rider kept his sea

The other t
earthworks by sf
the retreating f
rout.

The dead trd
ing with white §
his wound. Unc
received neither
his own way to
now advancing
the soldiers saw
one hand in a
the other still h
It was a sight n
loping horse wi
mounted and lod
not until the ri
the spot where h
off his horse.

A similar talg
delivered the {3
histeric charge (
seen on the field

+ hills where the §

the (uarter whg
The chargé beg
brigade returne
Nolan was seen
centre of the fie
riding well. Su
the rider topple
were nearest r
from the groun(
had ‘been shot
horse had carrie
reach: of - the* p
Chronicle.
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