This news demonstrates the wisdom |

of the course pursued by the provins
cial government in refusing to assent
to the employment of Chinese labor
by the company. What seemed toO
many people a very strong case was
made otit on behalf of the company;
but Mr. McBride stood firm. . Better
"some delay than a relaxing of' the
principle that this country is to be
kept for white men, was his position.
On realizing that the government had
no intention of yielding, the company
'gought another source of labor sup-
ply, and it seems very successfhlly.

‘Yk!torla;,ié”a “dead town,” the Colonist
nformed it “that there 18 not a city
in Canada of its population that is
progressing more rapidly than is Vie-
toria.” /The Kingston Standara quotes
‘this, but does not seem Inclitied to be-
Ifeve it. ' It says that the slow growth
of Victoria is due to thefcpmcter of
its first settlers, and it complains that
‘even now we do not hold out a welcom-
ing hand to the unfortunate strangers
who come within our gates.” This sort
of: thing calls for some "comment. In the

,ix“hafm*d;'iq “that} 5

not ask the King for authority to crea

new peers before introducing his Veto}

Bill. *To do that Would be .o assume
that the Lords would reject the Bill

‘when it is sent up to them, and suc
an assumption is unwarranted by con- |

stitutional usage, however much reason
there may be for: believing 'that it

e 5
would meet such a fate, . Mr. Asquith}
will doubtless place the ‘medsure be-{i
fore the: House Jf Commons. Therell

will be a full debate; ifs merits and‘de-v,

 Dori’t miss the model 'que in the B'r_oughtgnr Street windows.' These spaciots windows allow ust6 furnish three rooms
“'in a manner that gives a fair coneeption of the attractive qualities of Weiler Furniture and Furnishings.. . We have a'din-
ing-room, drawing-room and bedroom, and evéry lover of an attractively furnished home shouldn’t fail to see this display.
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1t is:impossible to do our furniture offerings justice in the showrooms. Lack of space prevents these pieces being shown

to advantage, and only when placed in the quarters for which ;they were designed and made can you rightly appreciate

their beauty. In these rooms we give a faint idea of the poss ibilities ofFWeiler furniture. “See these rooms today.

THE DINING-ROOM

This room is furnished in mahog=
~any, which gives: it a handsome ap-
It ‘makes: a nice dining-
room ‘in our ‘window, and when you

pearance,

B

THE DRAWING-ROOM
In the Qirawing-room some very
handsome examples are ‘shown, ma-
hogany furniture of very pleasing de-
sign.y The upholstering work has been use.

THE BEDROOM _
In this room we: have ’ Circassian

walnut—a splendid style:for bedroom
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will look in your heme. Dining-rooms
in this style of furniture are very popu-
lar and no other store shows such &
complete assortment of | this style in

first place it is not true that the history
of Victoria was marked by . slow
growth before the advent of. the Can-
adlan Pacific Rallway to the Coast.
which may be looked upon as the end

swould not or

. preparations fo
Northern kingd

i Scotland were

- 'was made to t

merits’ will- be fully canvassed;\pmbéi'
ably the Unionists will seek to amend }|
it. When the Commons has passed the.
measure it will ‘be sent to the' Lords

done at our own‘fact'ory./ Choose the
frames, then choose the coverings to
match ‘your handings and other fur-

'SHIPBUILDING. to "this room.. The  bedding comes

The Colonist has consistently, and
some think ‘persistently, advocated

from outr big bedding depértment. The
Silver  Manicure and Toilet Pieces

the taking of such steps by the Do-
" minion government as will stimulate
shipbuilding on this coast and by
preference at or mngar Vietoria. A
‘phase of the naval policy is the con-
struction here of vessels intended for
service on this codst. Properly dir-
ected this policy will produce very
importang. results; ~but ‘unless the
governmént carries out its plans on
broad lines, having in view not only
present ‘hecessities, but future re-
quirements as well, it will fail to take
full advantage of a great opportunity
and thereby mal;e Canada as ;trong_
on the Pacific as she ought to be. We
are not, now in a position to build
warships here, nor are we in a posi-
tion to construct large steel craft of
any kind. We are not in a position
to dock and repair such ships.  More
than a quarter of a century ago the
governmant recognized the necessity
of providing a graving dock here that
would meet the requirements of ships
of the Royal Navy and of mercantile
marine. The dock 'was doubtless
never directly profitable to the gov-
ernment, but indirectly it has paid
for itseif over and over again in the
business it has brought to this port.
If a dock equal to the demands ‘of
twenty-five years cga was a necessity
then, ‘one equal to .modern fFequire-
ments is much more a necessity now.
But u dock is not everyining. The
repair ‘plants. here are equal to the
necear of such vessels as the Esqui-
malt dock can handls, but they would
not be equal to the repair of a bat-
tleship or a merchant ship of much
larger. class, unless her needs were
slight. To us it seems clear that the
principle - which ought to govern the
action of the govérnmerit at ‘the pres-
ent time is to see that all the appli-
ances requisite for the construction
and repair of ships of large size are
provided here. It wil probably cost
more to build a warship here than at
Halifax. We do not know that - this
is the case, but it probably is so; bhit
cost in such a matter is.far from be-
ing the principal consideration. T}}e
defence of the western .coast of Cane
ada will be a farce unless there is a
plant here that can build apd. repair
ships of war, It is therefore, in our
humble judgment, the duty of the
government to take whatever steps
may be necessary to provide for these
things. Otherwise it may as well
abandon what will with such a pro-
) Vvision, be only. a pretence of guard-
‘ing the Pacific. seaboard. - *
) But the benefit of such a policy
would not stop with its bearing upon
e question of defence. It is of prime
. Importance that shipbuilding shall be
: ‘ncoura.vd here, At present we hdve
t7' send ‘to the United Kingdom for
moet of our ships, and yet-there are
in our mountains vast supplies of iron
ere ‘which could he made up' into
shipbuilding material. . We submit to
“the: .Dominion  government that it
might advantageously‘take up the
question of encouraging steel ship-
bullding and the utilizing of the fron
. ores of the country for that purpose
“We shall not attempt at present to
speak of specific steps that might he
taken, but shall rest the case on the
Bnggestion for the present,
THE UNION BANK
e We printed yesterday a synopsis of
. '‘apnual statement of the Union

of the old order ‘of things in British
Columbia; on the contrary, the city in-
cregnd in wealth and population as
rapidly as' any other 'place upon the
coast north of Portland, Oregon. There
was mnot much to  stimulate great
growth and activity. It was a long
way from- ¥ictoria to the centres of
populatiop.. ;. It is all very well for &
man to gBt aboard a train and run
otit here in five or six days, and then
wonder why ,th!rty years and more ago
this city wa8 not getting big after the
fashion in“"which some of the Prairie
to'wvnsf ha’ire“kgrown; but if he had
been }iving, thére in the days before
railway .construetion hez would have
understgod thé reason Better than-he
cdn now hope ta do.7 'When the Can-
adian Pacific ~was.  constructeds the
people jof ‘Victoria entered with great
vigor ifito the work of. building up a
city at theit'ermlnus of that line..-Van-
couver owes 4 great deal of the impetus
that set it forward on its career of
progress ‘to the -energy and money of
those people of Victoria, whose al-
le%ed slowness seems ‘to have produced
such an impression upon the mind of
the = Standard. When the Kbootenay
country began to attract investors, Vic-
toria men were on the ground, and so
it has been all over British Columbia;
the people of Victoria, who are so of-
ten spokexi of in tones of ill-concealed
edntempt, have been at the front with
their capital, their ! enterprise and
above all else with their political in-
fluence to assist in the work of pro-
gress. ‘We are not going to deny that
they did not always do the things best
calculated tp advance the material wel-
fare of their own city, but they were
doing their part, and a splendid part
it was, in the wider field presented by
the ‘'whole province. We may remind
‘the Standard that there are ' some
things that are more to be desired in af
city. than mere bigness, and we may
add that the whole province, now mak-
ing such rapid strides, owes more than
cag, be ‘measured to the nf}e__n'v of
Vietoria. . -
“On the point of sociability some things
may be®said. It is qften .alleged that
"Viq.t'of’l‘a.né‘ are not given to making
strangers as welcome as nright be de-
sitable; and while there may be some
reason tor,th’is_ statement, very much
depends upon the strangers themselves.
In new towns, where no ‘one lNved
more than a year or two ago, anybody
and :everybody soon gets upon the
same footing as every one eise, A
stranger comes to Victoria. He has
been socially prominent in his own
comfxmnlty; he has a sort of idea that
he will achieve at once the social
prominence here that he enjoyed. there.
To his surprise he finds that social
matters have settled themselves down
here to'an established basis. He is
not called upon, not because the peo-
ple  here are -unsociable, but -because
they have their own circles of friends
and do not feel anxious to enlarge
them. ' This condition exists in every
city where a generation of men:- and
women has grown up.. The stranger is
welcome, if not effusively. welcomed.
We 'do not call out the band whenever
a new resident comes to town; but if
a newcomer has any desire to make
congenial friends he will find hundreds

of doors open to him..

+

and that body will adopt one of threg
courses, It may either pass, reject, or

amend the Bill' If it passes it, the |

Royal assent will be given, and the
crisis will be at an end. If it amends
it, the BIill. will come _back to. the
Commons,  If that body concurs in the
amendments the Bill will receive the
Royal assent and become law: If ‘the

Commons does' not agree to any

amendments that may be made, of if
the Lords reject the Bill, then iand not
until then will any~occasion arise for

the employment of ‘the Royal .pre-|

rogative for the creation of peers. We
do not suppose for & moment that the

latter step will have to be taken; for{

it the Crown shall intinihite its inten-
tion to create.peer§ so that the Bill may

become law, the ‘Lords will doubtless |

withdraw all opposition, We do not
anticipate that the Lords will reject the
Bill. as it comes. first from the Com-

Fmons,- but think in all likelihood they

will make amendments to it defining
their- position. If the Commbns does
not aceept those amendments, we think
it very .probable: that .the Lords will
give no further opposition, because they
would have no desire to see the King
placed in the position of having to de-
cide upon a matter of legislation. = If
Mr. Asquith should advise the ereation
of peers in order to give effect to the
vote of a majority of the Commons
fresh from the people and after an

election in which the measure in dis-{

pute was an issue, it is difficult to
see how his Majesty could refuse . to
do so without precipitating “a - far

more serious crisis than that which’

now exists. For this reason is seems
unlikely. that the Lords will press their
opposition to the Veto Bill ‘to such
an extent as to compel action by the
Crown.

President Eliot, of Harvard, thinks
the democracy always considers itself
to be in the right. It is true enough

that you can convince the minority ‘of |

mankind that they may be mistaken,
but it is difficult to prove to the ma-
jority that vox populi is not vox dei.

There is nothing to  prevent the!

city from proceeding with the exten-
sion of View street to Government.
The valation of the properties to be
taken has.-not yet been adjusted, bat
arbitrators have been appointed and
the owners raise no objection to the
work being begun pending the valua-
tion proceedings. We- suppose a start

will be made Immediately after the

beginning ‘of the year.
RIS RN EIR S S M SN G

France Buys Canadian Stocks.

MONTREAL, Dec. 29.—The extent of
Paris buying of Quebec’  railway and:
Lake of the. Woods stock seems . o
have been
*“street” supposed.. When asked today

what amounts ‘the French market had |

taken, Rodolphe Forget said: “It would

take some time to give the exact fig-|
ures; but roughly, I would say thatf
France has taken fifty-seven thousand {
shares of Quebec railway and six thou-{]

sand shares of Lake of ‘the Woods.”’
Mr. Forget said that there . would, be
some news on the Quebec railway be-
fore long. SRS el
B
Three Women Burned.

ST. PAUL, Minn, Des 30.—Thres|

women are believed ' to  hawv

even greater than thel

) been
killed in a fire early: today which de~

_stroyed the Concord flat building on |

Eleventh - street, Dbetween. Minneso

furniture. All the furnishings of this
room c¢an be supplied from our stock— '
Silver, China, Glass ,etc., etc:

THIS
STORE
1s
OPEN
TONIGHT

1@,

nishings, and let us do the work for
you. We can also supply you with
Mantels, Fireplace Furniture, eté.

We Have a Magnificent Collection of Suitab le Gift Things Here.

We shall be open late this evening  giving New Year gift-hunters an opportunity
to choose gifts from this splendid stock of ours.  Nowhere will you find such a com-
plete assortment of practical gift-pieces, nor will you find elsewhere better values

than we offer.

In china we are particularly strong, and in this line‘are the exceptional values
Tt is surprising what a small amount of cash will purchase in this
Just investigate the offerings-of our special value counters.. Odd pieces
worth double the prices asked are to be purchased here.,

most apparent.
china store.

S.pécial Value Counters; 50c; 35¢, 25¢,-15¢, Tocy 3¢5 etc,; etc.

from our silverware department. Many
other combinations may be made.

Chbose New Year's Gifts From This Stock

SHOP
AT
THIS
BIG
STORE
J.TONIGHT

lebey’s Cut Gla"Ss.,.»fOr Your New Year’s Table and Buffet

“No-doubt you have a number of callers on New Year’s Dziy. You want everything-to look nice for the New Year. A
few pieces of Cut Glass on your sideboard, or your table will make things look good, but it must be Libbey’s if you want
it to catch the eye—a few nice Cut Glass Tuinblers, a Cut Glass Decanter, a few Cut Glass Wine Glasses, these are a few

Glass room and be‘dazzled with the sparkle of Libbey’s.
-

Ne 497 on

VERNA PATTERN -

Berry Bowls, $40.00 tol . -$7.50
Nappies, $18.00 t0 .......$5.00
Oil Bottles, $3.00 to

Water Bottles, $15.00 to..$7.590
Sugars and Creams, per pair, $15

Vases, $35.00 to

Small Punch Bowls

Bon Bon Dishes, $10.00 to :...
Uncovered Butter Dishes,

Ice-Cream Plates, $40.00 to ..
Candlesticks, Colonial designs, $7.50 to
Claret Jugs, $18.00 to ;
Sugar Holders, Colonial cut, $15.00 to..
Custard Cups, per dozen

Cutlery

$5.00.
Whiskey Jugs; $20.00 to $12.00

$10:00

~o. a7

KINGSTON

Water Jugs, $15.00 to....
$10.00

Covered Butter Dishes,
$20.00 to

Card Receivers. .$12.00
Footed Comports, $12.00

consian N
PATTERN
$12.00
$6.00
Cologne Bottles, $7.00 to $5.00
Mayonaisse = Dish, ' each, with
plate
Liquor Glasses, per doz., $22.00
Liquor Glasses, per dozen
Sherry Glasses, per dozen
Claret Glasses, per dozen
Champagne Glasses, per dozen
Whiskey Tumblers, per dozen

Champagne Tumblers, per dozen ... 2

.of'the ‘articles we would suggest you to-buy. We have a magnificant assortment to choose from . Just step into-our Cut

A @- VBRNA“;'Y.IE.;;!./
.. .$22.00
...$25.00

iee.....$20.00

of the Beit for Your New Years Table

You can buy cutlery in plenty of ‘stores, cutlery of a kind, but you can’t buy Joseph
Rogers-& Son’s Sheffield cutlery, which is the best, unless you come to our store. Ewvery-
body knows this famous cutlery, and when buying goods of this kind, if you buy the best
you will only require to buy once. Let us show you our choice assortment.

Table and Dessert - Knives, with square
ivory handles. - Per dozen; $30.00, $25.00;

Table and Dessert Knives, with round ivory
handles.  Per dozen, $25.o_o, $20.00, $18.00,

$14.00 and

....$12.00

Table and Dessert Knives, - with xylonite
: ‘handles. Per dozen, $8.50, $7.50. .8$7.00

Other makes from $6.00to ...... ...82.00

Carving Sets in beautiful cases from, each,

00 $12.00 10 uivich i oo FL 1 LSRN

’

Irish Tabie Li_ne‘ns

A large selection of choice Double Damask by the vard, 60in., 66in., 72in., goin. wide.
At this festive season of the year the necessity of a longer cloth than usual becomes urgent. By buying this Da-
mask you can have just the correct’quantity at a much lower rate.than the cloths with the border all round.  If you
will give us a call we can give you some good. hints that save you many a dollar.
otir store. 'We will make 1t enjoyable for yon.

Spend your ‘New Year’s' Eve in

)

J

‘Money is
Only Worth
What It Will
Buy
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