BY H. G. WELLS.

-

~ BY MELVILLE

DAVISSON POST.

“l'n!l Persian army remained as if

in indeeision for some days close
to the sceme of this sea fight, and
then began to retreat to Thessaly,
where it was proposed to winter and
resumo the campaign. But Xerxes,
like Darius 1, before him, had con-
colved a disgust for cam-
paigns. He was afraid of the de-
struction of the bridge of boats. With
part of the army, he went on to the
Hellespont, leaving the main force
in Thessaly under a general, Mar-
donius. Of his own retreat the his-
torian relates:

Pursued by Famine and Plague.

“Whithersoever they came on the
march and to whatever nation they
seized the crops of that people and
used them for provisions; and if they
found no crops, then they took the
grass which was growing up from
the earth, and stripped off the bark
from the trees and plucked down the
leaves and devoured them; alike of
the cultivated trees and those grow-
ing wild; and they left nothing be-
hind them; thus they di@ by reason
of famine.

“Then plague seize@ upon the army
and dysentery, which destroyed them
by the way, and some of them also
who were sick the king left behind,
laying charge upon the cities where
at the time he chanced to be in his
march, to take care of them and
support them; of these he left some
in Thessaly, and some at Siris in
Palonia, and some in Macedo-
nia,

“When, passing on from Thrace
they came to the passage, they
crosged over the Hellespont in- haste
to Abydos by means of the ships,
for they did not find the floating
bridges still stretched across, but
broken up by a storm.

“While staying there for a time
they had. distributed to them an al-
lowance of food more abundant than
they had had by the way, and from

and@ Persia. " He probably went to
Athens, with his history ready to
recite, about 438 B.C.

The idea of a great union of Greece
for aggression against Persia was not
altogether strange to Herodotus.
Some of his readersfsuspect him of
writing to enforce it. It was certain-
ly in the air at that time.

A Map of the World on Bronze.

He describes Aritagoras, the son-
in-law of Histiaeus, as showing the
Spartans “a tablet of bronze on
which was engraved a map of the
whole earth, with all the seas and
rivers.” He makes Aristagoras say:
‘“These Barbarians are not valiant
in fight. You, on the other hand,
have now attained to the utmost
skill In war. They fight with bows
and arrows and a short spear; they
go into battle wearing trousers and
having caps on their heads. You
have perfected your weapolls and
discipline. They are easily to be
conquered. Not al tfe other na-
tions of the world have what they
possess; gold, silver, bronze, em-
broidered garments, beasts and
slaves; all this you might have for
yourselves, if you so desired.”

It' was a hundred years before
these suggestions bore fruit.

Xerxes was murdered -in his
palace about 465 B. C, and there-
after Persia made no further at-
tempts at conquest in BEurope. We
have no such knowledge of the
things that were happening in the
empire of the "Great King as we
have of the occurrences in the little
states of Central Greece. Greece
had suddenly begun to produce
literature, and put itself upon re-
cord as no other nation hag ever
done hitherto. After 479 B. C.
(Plateaea), the spirit seems to have
gone out of the government of the
Medes and Persians. The empire of
the Great King enters. upon a

satisfying their hunger without re-
gtraint and also from the changes of
water there died many of those in
the army who had remained safe till
then. The rest arrived with Xerxes
at Sardis.”

Fighting a Fleet on Shore.

The rest of the Persian army re-
mained in Thessaly under the com-
mand of Mardonius, and for a year
he maintained an aggressive cam-
paign against the Greeks. Finally
he was defeated and killed in a
pitched battle at Plataea (479 B.C.),
and on the same day the Persian
fleet and a land@ army met with
joint disaster under the shadow of
Mount Mycale, on the Asiatic main-
land, between Ephesus and Miletus.

The Persian ships, being in fear

of the Greeks, had been drawn up
on shore and a wall built about
“t*hem. But the Greeks disembarked
and stormed this inclosure. They
then sailed t3 the Hellespont to
destroy what was left of the bridge
of boats, so that later the Persian
fugitives,” retreating - from Plataen,
had to cross by shipping at the
Bosphorus, and daid so with diffi-
culty. .

Encouraged by these disasters of
the imperial power, says Herodotus,
the Ionian cities in Asia began for
a second time to revolt against the
Persians.

With this the ninth book of the
“History of Herodotus” comes to
an end. He was born about 484
B. C.,, so that at the time of the
battle of Plataea he was a child of
five years olki. Much of the sub-
stance of his story was gathered by
him from actors in and eyewit-
nesses of the great events he re-
lates, The war still dragged on for
a long time; the Creeks supported
a. rebellion against Persian rule_in
Egypt, and tried unsuccessfully to
take Cyprus; it did@ not end until
about 449 B!C. Then the Greek
coasts of Asia Minor and the Greek
citieg in the Black Sea remalned
generally free, but Cyprus and Egxpt
continued under Persian rule,

Herodotus, who had been born
a Persian subject in the Ionian city
of Halicarnassus, was five and thirty

period of decay.
second Xerxes, a second Darius,
pass across the stage; there are
rebellions in Egypt and Syria; the
Medes rebel; a second Artaxerxes
an@ a second Cyrus, his brother,
fight for the throne. This history
is even as the history of Babylonia,
Assyria and Egypt in the older
times. It is autocracy reverting to
its normal state of palage crime,
blood-stained magnificence and
moral squalor.
The Famous “Anabasis.”

But the last named struggle pro-
duced a Greek masterpiece, for this
second Cyrus collected an army of
Greek mercenaries and marched into
Babylonia, and was there killed at
the moment of victory over Arta-
xerxes II. Thereupon, the 10,000
Greeks, left with no one to employ
them, made a retreat to the coast
again (401 B. C.), and this .retreat
was immortalized in a book, one of
the first of personal war books, the
Anabasis, by their leader Xenophon.

Murders, revolt, chastisements, dis-
asters, cunning alliances, and base
betrayals and no Herodotus to record
them. Such is the texture of Per-
sian  history. An Artaxerxes III
covered with blood, flourishes -dimly
for a time. ‘“Artaxerxes III is said
to have been murdered by Bagons,
who places Arses, the youngest of
the king's somns, on the throne only
to slay him in turn when he seemed
to be contemplating independent
action.” So it goes on.

Athens, prospering for a time
after the Persian repulse, was smit-
ten by the plague in which Poricles,
its greatest ruler, died (428 B. C.),
But, as a noteworthy fact amidst
these confusions, the 10,000 of Xen-
ophon were scattering now among
the Greek cities, repeating from their
own experience the declaration of
Aristagoras that the Persian empire
was a rich confusion which it would
be very easy for resolute men to
conquer.
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An Artaxerxes,

after this peace of visiting Babylon
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three ways in which
DERNBURG PASHA might
been killed,” said

‘hav

who was
low citizen.

the library of his house.

the escape of the assassin.

M. Jonquelle.
killeq him.
killed by a man no longer living.”

“You

Go On With the Story.

i CHAPTER III
“l'r IS a conceivable theory,” re
marked Monsieur

longer consider to be living.
these theories in their order.

murder Dernburg Pasha?
interesting hypothesis, and I shoul

Did

But it seems to require no extende
deduections to conclude it.
shown that

were laid down by design and di
not come about by accident.

some. person, some person wh
was the assassin.
consequently he could not
made these indicatory evidences, an

Dernburg Pasha.”
He paused.

visitor who called on

struck him down.

obscurity. But if you reflect upeo
them, monsieur,

There was
prefect of police continueéd:
second hypothesis:

Dernburg Pasha?
“Here, monsieur,

Dernburg had been found dead in

His throat |the prefect of police.
was slashed and a trail of blood on|yeou had the right to do, and you took
the white squares of the checkered |over this house as it was your duty
marble floor apparently indicated|{to do. And from this base we may

'ljhe last theory startled the envoy.|it?”

It is an|may dismiss it.

wished to establish that this visitor |was with a deliberate object.

one finds him- {police.
self confronted with certain difficul-

ties. You t.o&k charge of this house

“Let us assume that there’ are;the moment it was ascertained tha

the man was dead.” \
e! The envoy interrupted:
“l did, monsieur. As a represent-

M. JONQUELLE, greatest of French|ative of the Turkish government, it

detectives, to the Turkish envoy,|was my duty to take charge at once

demanding reparations|of the property of one of its mur-
for the murder in Paris of his fel- dgndscipuzg:g_y

1 came at once and
took charge of it.” B

“That is true, monsieur,” continued
“You came as

go forward with the hypothesis:in its

“l might have killed him,” said|first inquiry—namely, did I create
might have|these fals
He might have been |this drawing-room, or did you, or did

evidences on the floor of
the agency not now living undertake

'W:)W monéieur, let us consider
these suggestions in a reverse order.
- {If Dernburg Pasha was struck down

Jonquelle, |by a hand not moving alive in the
“that Dernburg Pasha was struck|world after he died on the floor of
down by a hand that we can noflthe library yonder, then such a hand

could not have gone forward with

“But if you please, we will take up |the "manufacture of these false evi-

I|dences of his assassination, and we
I cannot have man-
d jufactured them, monsieur. because

be glad to consider it at some length. |it iS net.conceivable t.hat one under-
d [taking the assassination would con-|
We have |struct evidence of his crime to con-
the mysterious visitor|vict himself.
who called on Dernburg last night|by ellmh’mti_on. we seem to arrive at
was not his assassin, because the]the conclusion that it was you who
evidences which seem. so to indicate |manufactured them.”

Therefore, monsieur,

d The envoy's face seemed to form

They |itself into a sort of plastic mask.
were laid down by the intention of

“Now,” Jonquelle went on, “if you
0 | manufactured them, monsioul:,m_l l:
‘Tha

But the visitor|object would be to fasten the crime
himself could not have wished tojupon another. - But one does not un-
establish that he was the assassin; |dertake to fasten a crime upon an-
have | other without an adequate reason in

d | himself;: Now, what 'reason, mon-

therefore he was not the assassin of |sieur, could you have had for wish-

ing to establish that I, who called
upon Depnburg late last night, had

“And now, monsieur, as I was the|accomplished his murder and fled,
Dernburg | carefully dropping splotchég of blood
Pasha last night, it must be clearjon the white squares of the floor of
that I was not the assassin that|this drawing room, and escaping over

These conclusions |a wall covered with a coating of dust
may seem to interlock with a slight|which I did not remove? What could

n | have been your object in undertaking

you = will observe|to establish these facts, if you were
that they are sound and convincing.” | yourself guiltless of his death?”

a moment's silence.
The Oriental did not speak, and the|and without emotion.

The man’'s reply was quite simple

“Why monsieur, should I wish to

“Now, monsieur, we approach the|assassinate Dernburg Pasha?”
did you murder

“Did vou not wish to take over

of the |throat,

large white marble squares in the
drawing-room floor and lifted it up.
These squares had been laid down
on wooden sills, nailed together, and
floored over underneath. Each
square had, therefore, a sort of
wooden pocket beneath it. This
wooden pocket under the white
square that Monsieur Jonquelle re-
moved, was filled with gold-pieces.
The Oriental, bending over, made

& profound exclamation of surprise.

He remained immovable in an over-
whelming wonder. That the man
was amazed at something of which,
up to that moment, he had not had
the slightest conception, was clearly
evident.

Monsjeur Jonquelle permitted the
marble square to go back into its

- -

MONSIEUR JONQUELLE PER-
MITTED THE MARBLE SQUARE
TO GO BACK INTO ITS PLACE.

lace, and he returned to his chair.
he Oriental sat down beyond him,
speechless in his amazement. The
prefect of police continued to speak
as though the man’'s concern were
not a thing which he had observed.

“And so you see, monsieur, we
have here the motive, the opportuni-
ty, and the construction of these
false evidences, to indicate that you
were the assassin of Dernburg
Pasha. And again I beg you to ob-
serve how fatal it was to proceed with
indicatory evidences when one wishes
to establish a theory. It is fortun-

this house?” replied the prefect oflate, monsieur, that it is I who con-
“And if you took it over, youilsidered these evidences against you,

" |—that the house was guarded; and I

t, I knew at once what har
was that inflicted it—a hand not now
living!” . . : -
- “The  hand of the dead man!”
echoed the Oriental. “You mean the
hand of the dead man?” -

“I mean the hand of the dead Dern-
burg Pasha,” replied the Prefect.

“The wound began heavily on the
left side and tailed off to the right.
That is the -slash of a suicide.
Death-wounds, inflicted by one in-
tent on taking his own life, are al-
ways inflicted on the left side, be-
cause they are undertaken with the
right hand, and if they are done
with a knife, they begin with a heavy
incision that tails out as the knife is
drawn to the right—as the strength
of the person undertaking to in-
flict the wound fails, Suicidal
wpunds, when inflicted with a sharp
instrument, have always these evi-
dental signs. They cannot be mis-
taken.”

Monsieur Jonquelle arose.

“Let me clear this mystery,” he
said. Dernburg Pasha was one of the
most accomplished counterfeiters in
the world.”

He opened his hand.
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“This device, which looks like an

alabaster box, is a mold made of
plaster for the purpose of counter-

feiting one of the largest gold coins

COWAN'S

of the French currency. Dernburs

came here, took this house, car-
ried forward his undertaking until
he had stored the squares under this
drawing-room with false coins. Then
when he had finished—when he had
got the coins molded, geold-plated
and hidden, ready for the business
of their distribution, I called on him

"“THE GIFT STORE”

Gifts here for all members of the family. Come In and look around
our new store. We are only too pleased to show you our goods.

last night! It was my voice that
was heard outside. I showed him
that he was at the end of his tether

came away leavifig open to him the
only escape he had. He effected that
escape with a razor drawn across his
throat.”

Monsieur Jonquelle paused, his
voice firm, even and unhurried.

“You appeared, monsieur, a little
later, and seeing an opportunity to
obtain an imdemnity from France
for a murdered subject of your coun-
try, put the razor into your pocket
and clumsily daubed the white squares
of this drawing-room floor with the
evidental signs of an assassination.”

A large shipment of chiidren’s
Autos and Velocipedes just ar-
rived; strong and durable autos,

rubber-tired wheels, springs,
headilghts, etc.
$9, $11, $13, 816, $22

Velocipedes,
ent sizes

Another M. Jonq_u:lle story, “The

Autos and Velocipedes for the Children

plain and heavy
rubber tires, spring seat, differ- o

$4.25, $4.75, $5, §7, $7.50, $16,
A SMALL DEPOSIT HOLDS ANY ARTICLE TILL CHRISTMAS.
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Great Cypher,” will begin in our
next issue.

C. P. R. EARNINGS INCREASE.
Montreal: Dec. 11.—C. P. R. earn-
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ings for the week ending Dec. 7 were

Cowan Hardware Limited

PHONE 3461-3462.

$4,155,000, an increase of $752,000.
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By Thornton W. Burgess.
There's nothing like a sudden bath
To cool off rage and dampen wrath.

—Paddy the Beaver.

Paddy the Beaver and Mrs. Padd

# could, towing or pushing logs and
branches from the upper end of their
pond down to the new dam. Every
time they got down there they looked
eagerly to the place where they must
drag their logs across the dam to get
them in the Laughing Brook below,
and every time they saw that which
filled them with disappointment and
angry thoughts.

What they saw was Prickly Porky
the Porcupine, he who carries the
thousand little spears hidden in his
coat, - sitting exactly where they
wanted to . cross and contentedly
gnawing bark from a stick. It be-
gan to look as if he intended to spend
the rest of the night there. Prickly
Porky was in no hurry. For that
matter, he never is.© He knew that
Paddy the Beaver wanted him to
move, and for that very reason he
didn’t want to move. He is just as
obstinate and pig-headed as that.

After awhile he finished the bar
on that stick. It wasn’t a very big
stick and his stomach wasn't half
filled. He wanted more bark. He
wanted fresh bark. Down below him
in the water were floating logs and
branches which Paddy and Mrs.
Paddy had brought down and left
there to drag qver the dam when
he should get out of the way. As he
looked down at them a spark of in-
terest glowed in Prickly Porky’s dull
little eyes. There was the bark he
wanted. If he could dfrag one of
those branches or logs up on the dam
he would have enough to‘keep him
busy for the rest of the night.

So Prickly Porky crept to the
edge of the water and tried to reach
one of those logs. He couldn't quite
do it. “Oh, well, it doesn’'t matter,”
said he to himself. “I've got all the
time there is. If I wait long enough
one of those logs or branches will
float within reach.” So Prickly Porky

worked as fast and hard as they

v

ERE is a Chdstmas gift symbolic of
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settled himself to wait.

Now, he could have gone into the
water and pulled one of those logs
out just as well as not, for Prickly
Porky can swim. In fact, in summer
time he often goes in the water. But
it was no longer summer. It was
almost the edge of winter, and that

severe Kidney Tmuble water looked cold. It was cold.

Mrs. F. Rinebart, C. Prickly Porkyv didn’t feel like a cold
bellville, Ont., writes: '

“lI had trouble with my kid-
neys and very frequent urination.
This was followed by pains which
at times were very severe, The
doctor said | had inflammation
of the bladder and that an oper-
ation might be necessary. To this
I refused, and began using Dr.
Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills. From
the first few doses I felt the
benefit. The pains left, urination
was corrected, and I have had no / ¢
recurrence of these ailments.” ®

Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills :

S T .
Off the dam into the water with a
©One pill & dose, 25cts. & box. All dealers, or Edmanson, Bates
& Co., Ltd., Toronto

Westinghouse

bath. Tt was much more comfortable

COMPLETE AND READY TO SHIP

At last a long branch floated within
reach. Prickly Porky got hold of
If your dealer cannot supply you write our nearest
office.

vears old by that time, and he must
have taken an early opportunity

Is Your Wife Happy?

Or is she doing her cooking on a clumsy, out-of-date,
inefficient range? Electric cooking means no smoke or
fumes in the kitchen. No blackened pots. Its advantages,
in fact, are simply endless. Get her a Moffat Electric Range
as a @hristmas gift and your thoughtfulness will please her
inexpressibly. She will adore its simplicity of operation, its
cleanness, its handsome appearance and its wonderful effic-
iency. It will save her hours of hard work and worry. She
can cook all sorts of dainty dishes to utter perfection over
the splendid range-top elements or in the far-famed Moffat
oven.
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the end of it and began to drag it up
on the dam. It was just then that
Paddy the Beaver arrived with an-
other log. He saw what Prickly
Porky was doing and he guessed
right away why he was doing it.
“If he gets that stick,” thought
Paddy, “it will take him the rest of
the night to eat the bark on it, and
that will mean that he will stay right
there.”

Paddy shot forward and seized the
end of that stick. Then he pulled
with all his might. Prickly Porky
clamped his teeth on the other end
of that stick and prepared to pull.
But before he could =et himself
braced—for, you know, he is very
slow—Paddy gave a tremendous
yank. Prickly Porky held on, but lost
his footing. Off the dam into the
water with a great splash fell Prickly 7 o -
Porky! That water was as cold as = - =
it looked. Prickly Porky let go of *

that stick and began to swim. He
no longer thought about his stomach.
Thé one thing he thought about was

p o getting out of the ter.
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Edmonton, Fort William, Ottaws, Halifax i P The next story: “Old Man Coyote
s Unpleasantly Surprised.”
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