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the people quite right. They were there not watch over the public interests and did 

not think such would be forwarded it they complied with the petition. It was quite 
plain the ratepayers would not be benefited 
by amalgamation. Their rate of taxation would aueratna ,71. Wot property 
protection. Wo would have water and fire
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BDuf they would have known nothing about 
He did not see how they were 

going to run the Council next year; the 

village was in a b*d state and 
it impressed him that new blood was 
wanted in the Board. (Applause.) They 
did not want a Council who were going to 

do nothing and who brought out a state- 
ment at the end of the year which no one 
could comprehend. (“Hear, hear.") The 
present Council, when any litigation was 
pending, would rush to their solicitor and 

even consulting his legal opinion. The 
village should have 1 solicitor who would 
use his efforts to keep his clients out of 
aw. They had an expenditure of $1,500 or 
€1,600 last year for that purpose, with a possibility of 8500 or 8600 more." How were 
they going to pay all this? He thought 

this. Foster, Hueston, and other bits of litigation, if common sense had been 
used, would have been satisfactorily ad- justed without law. He had no objection 

to making monc a lawyer, but when it 
came to paying one-sixth of his taxes 
towards law it was time they had a Council who did not know everything. (Cheers.) 
When a question of law came up they 

should go to their lawyer first and get his advice. He hoped to see a change in the 
Council end he himself might be a candi- date. (Cheers.) candi-
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Continuing Mr. Spence said they had all 

the water they wanted. He' for one, would 
be willing to go in for amalgamation if 
reasonable terms could be procured. As to 

the requisition, the councilors understood the question bettor than thoee signing. It 

The different from the prohibition petition The latter left the matter to the votes of 
wieo theolty. the other ““ meant union

Mr. D.C. Macdonald—Talk a little sense. 
That bylaw would have been submitted to the people —and carried, too.
tween Spence held there was no parallel be­tween the cases at all. The Council 

prernsed thend or fall by their actions.
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PANV. Timi from Spence—There was not much to fall 
They had served the best interests 

the village, and he contended they had 
saved London Wees $1,000 on that action.

cross-firing started between the 
remarked and Mr. Smith, Mr. Spenee 
remarked casually that Mr Smith would 
quarrel with his own mother; that he 
never, had a good word for anybody, and 
on the whole was an old blather. Mr 
Smith didn’t enjoy this sort of thing and 
the small boyerer amid the jubilations of 
record'If Soarrow strongly commended the 
tace into was 
disadvantageous circumstances; the bung- ling extravagance of the previous Councils 

erse in‘ 
bank account of 83,000 against them and 
an electric light contract that compelled 
them to pay nearly $1,400 a year, absorbing vru be sound that a good deal of ‘‘greas- 
one-fourth of the taxes. It was surprising ing" had been done in the contract business, 
that five men could be found to EMtrising He did not know what right Mr- Lacey bad 

of would-be * bargain. In the city of London the rate to get up and attack every speaker. 
- - - - - - - - - - - -L0 cents per light per light, and in Sr. Lacey asserted a right to "■'*t 

London West 46 cents, and that a five-year 
contract, while the city would not enter into more than a one or three year 
contract. Other towns were getting 
lamps at from 15 cents to 20 €thing 
per night for 12 o’clock lamps, and in the village had done this it would be 
$4,000 or $5 ,000 ahead at the end of the

" five years. He did not think any five 
, children or old women would make such a 

foolish agreement unless they were drunk.
He believed amalgamation with the city to 
be the ultimate destiny of London We 
= = = = 

to negotiate upon a basis of the most favor- 
able nature. When London South amalga- 
mated the ratepayers were allowed a 
differential rate of 6 mills on the dollar: 
but we went even further, and in confer 
ence with the Special City confer- 
mittee, asked a concession of . 
mills. The City Council refused to 
ratify that committee's recommendation 
Some of the terms of the agreement were to 
make the village No. 7 ward; to straighten 
out the river, and to places breakwater at 

the forks. But the only real need was the 
opening of the dam, and would come as a 
matter of course. However, London West 
was not in the position of a suppliant. West 
could get along nicely alone. Many of 
the ratepayers of South London regretted 
they ever entered the city. A resident had 

told him that last year his taxes were 831.15, and this year 881 61 • and his assess- 
83,800 and 86,600 respectively.

Mr. Wm. Smith—My taxes in South 
London last year were 85 .50; this year they 
are only $6 60, and I have water at my 
door. ("Hear, bear.")y 

In conclusion Mr. Scarrow claimed the Council had done Its best for the village. 
Instead of drawing from the bank they had 
reduced the account. (Applause.)

Reeve Lacey did not think amalgamation 
would increase the value of property or 
raise the flat a foot higher. The break, 

water proposed would likely be for the 
city’s own interests. He took exceptions to 
Mr. Scarrow’s remarks on the electric light 
question. He was one of those “old 
women who made the contract, and he was 
not drunk either at the time. A man who 
would say that would slander anything. 
(Prolonged cheers.) He defended the 
contract.

Mr. W. H. Bartram took objection to 
such discussion. It was prejudicial and 
entirely out of place.
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Reeve Lacey said the Council had a hard 
row to hoe. The members might have been 

straightforward at the start, but the office 
soon made them different. He blamed Mr. 
Bartram for the School Board bungle.

, Mr. Bartram replied and threw the re- 
ponsibility on Mr. Lacey’s shoulders. They 
had a big building there they did not 

occupy, and there were a large number of children in the village with no school ac- 
commodation. The School Board did not 
do it; it was Mr. Lacey and his friends. 
The matter was dead and gone. Why did 
they wish to resuscitate it? It was possible 
when the accounts were investigated it 
would be found that a good deal of “oreu.

(
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tion Question—London West’s Side of 
the Story—electric Light Contracts.
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LONDONAs is the annual custom in the village 
the members of the London West Council 
met in Collins’ Hall last evening to render 
an account of their stewardship during the 
past year and for a general discussion of 
municipal topics. The meeting was a lively 
one, made much more so by the presence 
of a large number of the rising generation, 
who applauded liberally and indiscrimi­
nately. interjecting all sorts -
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witticisms, to their own great amusement. 
Reeve Lacey was voted to the chair. He 
did not know that the member, of the 
Council had much to say. They had done 
nothing this year and done it very well 
The statement for the year showed the 
School Board account to have been 
82.442 64, an excess of the estimate, ho 
believed: the Board of Works had dis- 
bursed $475, a decreaee on last year’s 
penditure of over 81,500; salaries were 
8547 06; relief, $37 72; printing and sta- 
tionery, $90; electric lighting, old account 
8101 63; Hoard of Health, $55 37; solici- 
tors’ fees, $1.409 57 (“Oh ! Oh !"); rent, $12; 
rebate on taxes, $51 85; expense account’ 
8123 54; making a total of $5,346 38. 

1 he amount of taxes collected this year up 
to date had been $4,500, with about $2,000 
to come yet, and a bank account of $600 
There seemed to be some merriment over 
the solicitors' fees, but that was a thing 
over which they had no control, with the 
exception of about $100. The other charges 
were for suits entered previous to this 
year’s Council coming into action.

A Voice-What is next year’s Council 
going to do for money ? You have nearly 
all this and last year's taxes.

- asserted a right to reply to 

any attack on himself. He would say that the School Board was just as much answer- 
able for the debt of the village as anything 

Treasurer Nichol (excitedly)—Does Mr. 

Bartram say that the statement furnished 
by the treasurer Is incorrect or that the 
builders and contractors greased their
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Carriers
Dessert sets in silver pearl.

Mr. Bartram said the school cost too 
acceptedhigh were higher than others being

Wm. Smith stoutly affirmed that if 
last year Council had managed the civic ebankrupt. "He Mh.E 
one of the straightest fellows in the Coun- 
Til More united work was needed in the 
local legislative body, however. Mr. 
Smith resumed his seat amidst applause

Spence started on the amalgamation 
requisition business again. He sure 
many who had signed it did so under the 

impression that it only called for a public 
meeting. They were conserving the in- 
terests of the ratepayers in not then sub- hitting it to a vote.

Mr. Macdonald maintained the Council 

had no voice in the matter at all. As soon as the petition was presented it was their 
duty to put it to the people to vote on.

Chairman Ramsey,of the Board of Health 
knew perfectly well what he was signing 
when he attached his name. He did not 
are why they should not entertain “ and 
then grant the prayer of the prohibition 

petition. The Council had done very well with that exception.y
Mr. Lacey said there were only 

favor of it at a public meeting. 
MMacdonald moved a hearty vote of 
thanks to Reeve Lacey for the efficient 
manner ,„ which h. had filled the position 
ofreeve and acted as chairman for the even- 
mg. Carried unanimously.

the meeting broke tip. suitable reply and,
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Reeve Lacey—If next year's Council will 

be as economical as the present has been 
there will be no difficulty.

AT oice—How much uncollected taxes 
did you have last year?

of uMacey We had the large amount

SANAGAN,
Our opening has been a large success. We 
are here for business, and our natrons have 
round it out by keeping us hustling night and

THE
Our stock is the newest and most complete • in the city. Come in and examine. No trouble ; 
to show you through. We have all the latest1 
ideas in our line of business.|

9
136 Dundas St., Opposite Market Lane.

K. J. TOBIN, Manager. ri
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. Councilor Duff, chairman of No. 1 Com- 
mittee, said they had had little to do in the 
way of spending money this year, unless 
paying lawyers. They had no control 
whatever over the School Board expendi. 
ture, and the December salaries were not 
yet paid. There was $101 63 marked as 
being paid for electric lighting, but that 
did not pay for lighting for the whole year, 
the total amount of which was about $1,400. 
They had had a di pute with the electric 
light company. When the Council came in 
the members felt it was advisable 
to cancel such a contract, as
the amount was more than the
village could reasonably afford to pay 
Negotiations had been entered into between 
the Ball Company and the Council with a 

vie to securing better terms. It was 
probable that some concession would be oh. 
tained, but the particulars it would not do 

to make public just now. Tlle solicitors’ fees of 81,409 57 had been paid; it seemed 
be unfortunate that the village was bled

c Aye through with: them 

Nr Duff—Well, I hope so: there are 
me little bills to come in yet. (“0h ! Oh!") 

here the Foster case, where the old Gentleman fell and broke his ribs, for which 
they had paid so far $651 Io' with $300 or 
with more to pay before they got through 
wl;.1 ■ Then came the Hueston affair, in 
which a dilapidated old hack was damaged 

car Mount Pleasant Cemetery, and for Which they had already paid Meredith & 
while to the plaintiff’s solicitors. $637 20, 
while the village solicitors’ fees would 
pro ably be $200. (Derisive cheers.) But 
for present Council were not responsible

t: they simply defended themselves, 
the, account of $136 60, re amalgamation, they were willing to shoulder; it was forced 
toon t Om"! The special committee ap- to inted on the amalgamation question camo 
osatisfactory conditions with the city 

ntity this’ but the Council refused to Unrthis. The village was going to have 
the opening in the waterworks dam or see 
London on hy. The rate of taxation in 22 4don West was 20 mills and in the city 
promo, but with 5 per cent, thrown off for 
------- 

to cold over 2 per cent, of what he failed 
him ,6 ’ thus leaving something to pay 
they had $3,000 liability in the bank, better to id off 81,500, as it was thought 

thrive the bank g beeycrm 8 per cent, 
ms 

Kept them down very well.J 
expondiman Spence of No. 3 said the relief 
sidered the had been very low as they con- 
three years Councils of the past two or 
five Seats had spent enough on that for 
the Fonts to come. He claimed 
fusing to submit to Council in re- submit the amalgamation bylaw
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lounges made to order, mattresses made, carpet laying, etc.—Oxo. L. DANFORTH 
corner Dundas and Wellington streets. TH, Bookbinder, 181 Dundas Street. 

, Blank books ruled and made to order 
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Children Cry for Pitcher’s Castoria. A

AIF n 9Mr. Macdonald thought Mr. Lacev had a 
right to defend himse f. Lacey had a

Mr. Lacey continued, and maintained 
that he had acted in good faith.

Mr. Scarrow-Why didn't you call for 
tenders?

Mr. Lacey—We did.
Mr. Scarrow—I can prove you didn’t.
Mr. Lacey—Go and see Mr. Hunt; he’ll 

tell you.
Mr. Scarrow—I saw him to-day and he 

said it was the year before the contract was 
given.

naman S Great Extension IIL/ 0and Clearing SaleU
See 1
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Drygoods, e rein inery cland Manti, Mr. L. Ludwig mounted the platform, 
but did not make himself clearly under- 
stood. His speech seemed connected with 

gravel roads," “smallpox,” "Mr. Scar- 
row 8 houses."

SEEN 00 luuS1Mr.Alf. Butler complimented the mem­
bers of the Council, with the single excep. 
tion of Mr. Scarrow, whom he character- 
ized as false to the ratepayers. He hoped 
they would be returned again next year, 
omitting that gentleman. He desired to 
know why church members, like himself, if 
they wanted prohibition, did not canvass 
themselves, instead of sending their chii- 
dren to solicit signatures.

Mr. D. C. Macdonald was received with 
applause. "We know how it is to throw 
mud at outgoing Councils," said he, "but 
you, Mr. Chairman, with your nice little 
Council have deserved none. You were 
elected to do nothing and you did it well." 
The petitioners for the amalgamation bylaw, 
he claimed merely wished the question to 
be submitted to the people to test their 
sentiments. It would only have cost $23; 
- 

those terms, and so were a great many others 

He was k strong amalgamationist and it was time to have the question submitted. Why 
could they not do so now ? The only cost 
would be the ballots. Let the people cost yesor nay. (Cheers.) He had no fault to 
find with the Present Council; everybody 
was liable to mistakes, but he thought they 
had done wrong in nos submitting the 
amalgamation bylaw to the people. As re. 
gards the electric light question 
asked Mr. Hunt for a tender, but found 
price very high. Mr. Jones, of the Ball 
Company, pointed out to them the very 
large area the lights must cover, the 
long stretch of wire and number hr 
poles, and seemed to have reasonable 
conclusions for his price 446 cents per 
light. He was one of the "old women" and 
not "drunk" when he signed the contract, 
and if they bad made a mistake they were 

ready to answer for it. (Applause.) Mr. W. H. Bartram was next called on. 

He thought it was very evident that the Council had done nothing and done io well. 
The public had come to hear statements of 
village affairs and had it not been for Mr.

ence
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