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Medical Services
Expenditure

—

The expenditure “incurred by
the authorities in 1928-24 in
connection with medical services
has been characterized as ex-
travagant. We have also said
that diserimination was shown
in the distribution of the
amounts. To-day a statement of
the expenditure.in the various
districts appears in another col-
umn, and we Jeave it to our

readers to decide whether or not |

our previous commenfs may in
any way be considered exaggera-
tions.

How many, we wonder, will
regret the passing of a system,
whereby the  minimum of as-
sistance was given to the sick
and afflicted at a maximum of
cost—a system which relegated
to the background the officials
directly responsible for the ex-
penditure, and in fact compelled
them to confine their efforts, re-
gardless of their judgment, to

the manipulation of a rubber

stamp?

Everyone in the community is |

only too fully aware of the pros=
titution of the public service and
the squandering of public funds,
which took place not so long ago
tinder the sacred name of char-
ity, to require his memory to be
refreshed by a recapitulation of
the facts. Everyone knows that
the revelations resulted in a pub-
lic uprising, in a sweeping out of
the old regime and the placing
in power of the present Govern-
ment. They in their turn are con-
tinuing the sweeping process be-
gun by the electorate, and in a
short time it is hoped that or-
der will be restored out of chaos,
and a system introduced in the
Public Service which will enable
a complete check to be kept on
expenditure.

Who is Responsible ?

The letter written by Rev. H.
J. Read of Channel, which is
published in this issue calls for
% prompt explanation, if the
facts are as stated in the com-
munication, and astounding as
they are, we cannot do other-
wise than accept them as cor-
rect. In our accounts of the
South West Coast disaster, re-
ference was made to the search
undertaken by the Kyle, and it
is inconceivable that with the
ship in the immediate vicinity
she could not be dispatched
without a moment’s loss of time.

Congregationalists
Hold An_ngal Meeting

The annual meeting of the parish-
foners of Queen’s Road Congregation-
al Church was held last might, the
Rev. D. Nichol presiding. The reports
of. the Secretary anhd Treasurer were
received and adopted. Both were sat-
isfactory and foreshadowed prosperity
In the years ahead. Tue reports of the
various , secieties and organizations
were full of ‘encourageznent and spoke
of the good work already done. The
Committee discussad plans for the fit-
ling observance of the 1C0th anniver-
sary of the Church which falls in the
present year. The cffice bearers were
appointed for the ensu.mg term after
which the meeling clesed.

statement of payments made to doc-
tors in 1923-4 by the Department of

so-called helpless poor, shows the
following interesting facts:—

(a) St.- John's .. 4o ..$12,963
(b) Conception® Bay ~.. .. v. 14,678
(c) Bell Island .. .. 4,358
(d) Trinity Bay .. .. .. .. 2280
i(e) Bonavista Bay .. .. .. .. 6,293
! (f) Bay de Verde .. 2,138
TR TORG <5750 o o 1,265
(h) Twillingate .. % 1,341
(i) St. George’s .. .. ¢o oo oo o 2,402
heve o SRR S T a3
K] BRMTRDE . ¢ v - af balnm e 161
PO I s b N G R
(m) Placentia & St. Mary’s .. 8,726
(o) Féreyland .. .. .. .\ ..., 437
{ (0) St. Barbe .. ..... 216

Of the expeénditure in St. John's,
| much was for’ outport patients, but
jthe amount stated includes nothing
. for the salaries to public hospital

e se e

full use of these, at public expense.
| An amount of $6,394 paid to Dr. Chis-
holniPout of the total of nearly $70,000
paid to doctors, was largely for paris
| of Trinity Bay, to which he was often
| sent at great expense. Twillingate
| district had the aid of hospitals at
iGrand Falls and St. Anthony, $o its
creditable total is partly explained.
{ The places of homor in the list. are
iheld by Fortune Bay and Burgeo and
{ LaPoile. Further from hospitals than
Eany others, their doctors’ bills at pub-
| lic expense were smallest. -

| An objecticnable feature about this
[ matter was, that whereas in the out-
| ports the sick poor could only usually

| obtain the services of a doctor upom !

| the order of a Relieving Officer, it he-
| came the custom to authorize the
%treatment at publis cost of all .appli-
| cants from St. John’s or its suburbs
| who brought letters from Clergymen
| or other reputable citizens, and even
| from politicians. No attention seems
ito have heen paid of recent years to
the ability of patients to pay for their
own care, all the cost of treating
those who were willing to accept
charity was thrown on the public
treasury. Institutions other than the
General and Sudbury Hospitals have
been patronized in this way, often for
minor caces, and certain boarding
{ houses have practically sprung into
being to entertain persons on tlfe
waiting Iist for treatment. One year
ago, over one hundred patients were
in these hoarding houses, waiting their
tarn, but new thene are only four, so
effective have recent regulations prov-
en. .The General Hospital is now able
to treat all applicants, whereas last
year all available space in all local
hospitals are full and boarding houses
were crammed with those on the wait-
ing list,

In the analysis 6f expenditure for
the care of persons with infectious
diseases, certain facts of grave im-
portance have appeared. For instance,
upon the occurrence of a case of dip-
theria or such like disease, the prac-
tice has grown up of quarantining all
the members of the family, immed-
iately, including the bread winner;
and, as a consequence, of throwing
upon the public the cost of feeding 11
the household, without enquiry into
the ability of the head of the family
to pay for their necessities. In other
| words, not alone has the care of the
necessitous heen paid for, but also of
the well-to-de. One case, at least, is
on record of paying a storekeeper for
food supplied out of his store for the
keep of himself and his family. One
Magistrate at least has gone on re-
cord as saying: “I did not enquire
into their means, it was sufficient for
me to know that the head of the fam-
ily could not go to his daily work”,
while quarantined, because his own
family was sick. Of course, where a
case of infectious disease is discov-
ered in a family at an early stage,
the bread winner should be sent out
to board, and should not be quaran-
tined. Help should be given to those
who need it, but those able to pay for
the keep of their own families shouid
do so, for they have no right to throw
upon the public the care of their
families,

Magistrate’s Court |

DRUNKS BLACKLISTED UNDER
NEW ACT.

{

Two drunks appeared before Judge
Morris this morning: When they
were called to the bar they had noth-
ing to say to the charge. The police
who made the arrests -were' called,
after which Superintendent 0'Neil
moved that a conviction against both
be recordédd. . He then put in evidence
a copy of the Royal Gazette, dated
Feb. 3rd, containing the ‘proclamation
bringing the new Alcoholic Liquor
Act into force. Under this Act no al-
coholic liguor shall be sold to any
person convicted of drunkenness. The

W asked for a certificate

| of conviction against both men, which

Expeniiiars by Districis

‘ Examination ©f the” consolidated |

Charities, for medical services to the’

| lips, ¢

o S
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Government Consider

#

The trouble at Bell Island which re-
sulted from the introduction of the
clock system in the mines and brought
about a cessation of 'work, has reach-
ed an acute stage. Apart from work
at the forge, machine shop and piler,
operations are at a standstlill since
yesterday, and although thé Govern-
ment is leaving nothing undone to ad-
just the grievience, no satisfactory
solution appears yet in sight. The
following messages exchanged yester-
day and to-day show the seriousness

{ of the situation:—

{ From Prime Minister to Mines Mana-
staffs, or to private hospitals, and it |

iis true that St. John’s people made |

|

ger,
= February 5th, 1925.
A. MacDonald
Manager Besco,
Bell Island.

Consider making any drastic change
such as reported without consultation
with either men or Government is an
entire breach of agreement and ap-
pears the last straw to break the
camel's back. Before telegraphing
Wolvin would like particulars of
men's objection and explanation of
reason for departure from practice
which has prevailed for years.

W. S. MONROE.

East Wabana, Feb, 5th.
Hon. W, 8. Monroe,
Prime Minister,
St. John’s, Nfid.

Replying your wire. Men’s objec-
tion to punching time clocks going
and returning from mines which have
been lately installed is that new sys-
tem requires them work full time
whilst under old system loaders could
return to surface after loading twenty
cars per pair. Also drillers after
drilling from 72 to 120 feet of ground
this being accomplished in from
seven to eight hours and consider
day’s work. - Chief reason for *his
change is to get better hoisting days
as mine outputs fell away after 4.30
p.m. Loaders are paid bonus on all
cars filled over 20 and drillers on
all ground drilled over 72 feet. THi
now system was installed on instruc
tions from Sydney.

A. McDONALD.

Sydney, N.S., Feb. 6th.
W. Monroe, Prime Minister,
St. John’s Nfid. p
Your message McDonald repeated
here in reply advise regulations to
which some of workmen object have

Gomp-|
; |

been in effect at number three m
for years. Company is requiring
employees to pass through clock

p house when going or coming off shift.

, This is a regulation enforced by law
in practically all mines in America.
j Our mines are becoming deeper and it
is essential to safety and order that
the officials know at any time what
men are in mines. A small number
of our workmen employed under-
! ground were in habit of leaving work
before finish of shift and objection to
clock system apparently coming from
these. No change has been made ‘n
rates of pay and none is contemplat-
ed.
H. B, GILLIS.

Bell Island, Feb, 6th.
Hon. W. J. Higgins, K.C.
Minister of Justice,

Company introduced clock system
for miners, Miners want clock system
abolished and work on old system or
clock system and eight hour shift,
same pay for eight as now getting
for ten, Old system has been working
for past sixteen years. Company want
men to load ore and drill ground for
lten hours. If men load twenty cars

and come up before ten hours they

will be cut., Would suggest that men
go to work under old system while
lnegotintiona are being taken up be-
! tween Government, Company and men.
{ Men determined to stand by this ar-
'rangement. Following is Company's
reply to men:—*“If men do not return
to work under clock system on or
befere 9th arrange pay off whole
force.”

EDWARD C. HIGHMORE.

3

February 6th. 1925.
Roy 'Wolvin, Besco,
Montreal.

You gave us understand men’s con-
ditions certainly would be no worse
than before. Putting these new re-
gulationg into force without even
consulting us or men appears to be
breach of agreement and is the last
~traw with the already dissatisfied
niners.
be without this industry .if better
cannot:- be done, TUnlesa conditions
made satisfactory ‘to ‘miners Govern<
ment do not feel bound to confirm
agreement,

W. S. MONROE.

Up to 2 p.m, the Prime Minister had
not received a repl§ to the above mes-
sage.

e
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An Appeal

ROSE BI:AN.CHE DISASTER—ESTI-
MATED DAMAGE $30,000.

The terrible gale that swept off this
coast on Friday, Jan. 23rd, has left
sorrow and disaster in its wake. Fif-
teen men are still missing and we
fear that they are lost. About a dozen
gkiffs were sunk and nearly two
dozen dories were cut loose when the
boats made for land—these are a to-
tal loss. Every skiff that was out in
the gale had all its sails torn to rib-
bons and the damage to the gear was
considerable. We estimate that dam-
age was done to the extent of $30,-
000. As the men on this
shore rely mainly on the winter fish-
ery for their livelihood the outlook
for this winter is black.

We make this appeal in the confi-
dent hope that it will meet with a
ready response, and so gladden the
hearts of these fishermen who have
been through incredible hardships,
and have done real acts of heroism in
rescuing their fellow fishermen when
their skiffs were sinking under them.

T. GREAVETT,
Rector.
F. VATCHER,
T J.P
P. WHEATMAN,
Nurse.

Note—The above was received by
Mr. W. McK. Chambers, M.H.A., this
mdkning from Rose Blanche, and the
Committee already appointed has re-
quested Mr. Chambers to act as Treas-
urer of the Fund at St, John's.

Siblel. Arrives

S.8. Sable I. arrived in port yester-
day evening from  Halifax via St
Pierre. At the latter port the ship
took on board Mr. J. Ingraham, one
of the survivors of the recent South
Coast disastéer. The following pas-
sengers arrived:—W. J. Moore, B. Al-
len, O. Larsen, J. T. Power, H. Bird,
V. O'Reilly, J. De Champlain, S.
Sheppard, Capt. G. Whiteley, L.
Moore, H. Rumsey, Peggy Logan,
Agnes Stutz, M. Phillips, Mrs. Phil-

‘“McDonald; Myrtle Scott,

western |
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R THE SCENES.
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Feb. 5th.—My poor wife’s rheum no
better this mogning which worries
me, and methinks must call the
_chirugeon if her condition do show
no improvement by the afternoon. It
is at my meals that I do feel her ill-
ness the most, being that since she
took to her bedd I have found the
food unfit allmost to touch, and this
morning the bacon fried so hard that
I needs must leave it.

So to the office, and Mr. Stafford
coming to see me, do tell me how some
acquaintance of his did say yesterday
that there is more news in my jour-
nal than is to be found elsewhere,
and praises it highly. This I do think
! too high a meed of praise for gy poor
efforts, yet ‘aﬂordes me the greatest
satisfaction that my journal should
be so considered.

A droll tale told me this day of
Mr. D—'s dogg, being in the bar-
ber’s shoppe, and, poor bruite, is
made the victim of a practical joker
who gives it a shingle bob with a
paire of sheares which @0 make the
dogg look ridiculous and like to catch
cold.

By despatches out of Paris, news
that another effort to introduce pic-
ture hats has failed, being that the
women dc now wear their hair too
short for these big hats, but this a
matter of the smallest import and the
silliest thing possible that it should
esin a place in the publick news.

This night to the Club, and play
my billyard tournament, which ¥ do
mighty badly, to my great discontent;.
and am determined to forego the
game in future, ¥

marked their whole stock of Evening
Dresses. You may now obtain a nice
Dance or Party Frock frgm $5.75 to
t’.’ﬁ—fin' their Mantle m. N

Seems to us just as well tq

Ayre & son’s, Litd., have receutly"i'e"-‘u

»

I -one of the survivors

al e on the West Coast,
Brrived by 8. le'L, at 4 p.m. yes-
forddy, to en ® General Hospital
for treatment. Ingram was one of
Lthe crew of .the Gertrude M., which
met her fate at Pointe Platte, Little

Miquelon, onghe might of Jan. 26th,
and being to the weather for
séveral hotfs, had both hands and

feet badly froz Ingram, is an un-

arried ‘m longing /to Burgeo,
nd shipped Walter Blagdon, of
Rose Blanche, for the winter fishing.
Tt was while they'wére on the grounds
on Friday, Jag. 23rd, that the violent
storm cameé on;, 4nd ina few minutes
the Jittle craft was left helpless at
the mercy of the seas. An attempt
was made to yeach Jand, but the main-
sall and jumbo were torn away and
carried with them the gaff and booms.
Nothing was;left to do but run beétore
the wind, and to make matters worse
a heavy sea came over, flooding the
forecastle, smashed the compass, and
doing damage about the decks. In-
gram was swept overboard by the sea,
but fortunately .was swept back on
board again, The crew stuck to their
posts and did.everything possible to
clear the forecastle of water. They
suffered greatly from exposure and
it ‘'was wuitérly impossihle to light a
fire. For two days and two nights
the water-logged skiff drifted on, un-
til it grounded on Pointe Platte, and
the crew succeeded in making a land-
ing. 'The men, frozen stiff from the
cold, hungry and exhausted, then
walked to the station. They had only
proceeded half way when Ingram coi-
lapsed, and he was unconscious when
rescued later. After their arrival at
the station the operator and her as-
sistant did everything possible for
their comfort. Ingram received treat-
ment under instructions given by
wireless from the doctor at St. Pierre.
Later they were taken to St. Pierre
and received every kindness from the
French people. The balance of tne
crew, including a youth of fourteen,
were later sent to their homes, while
Ingram awaited the arrival of S.8.
Sable I. to bring him to St. John's.
After the arrival of the ship yester-
day, Mr, W, McK. Chambers, M. H. A,,
went on board and made arrange-
ments for Ingram’s removal to the
Hospital.

D A N C E.—To-night ! To-
night |—*“Gaiety” Hall. Music by
Charles Foster and his Orches-
tra. Tickets: Gent’s, $1.00; La-
dies’, 75¢., at Hutton’s and Gar-
1rett Bymne’s. Last chance  to
dance to this splendid orchestra.
Dancing at 9 o’clock.—feb6,1i

| Llewellyn Club

| HOLDS INTERESTING MEETING.

The weekly meeting of Llewellyn
Club was held in Canon Wood Hali
last night, and was well attended.
The President, ‘Rev. J. B. Elliott,
continued hig Bible Conference ad-
dresses, taking for his subject—John
Wesley, “The Power of Christ to
quicken,” and gave an interesting
discourse. Following thig an inform-
al debate was held on inter-denomina-
tional education, and the following
spoke on the subject, viz.:—Messrs.
H, Y. Mott, L. Colley, Geo. Tucker,
R. R. Wood, J. G. Hodder, H. J.
Burnell, E. Wood, K. Payne. None
of the speakers had prepared any-
thing for the occasion and the sub-
ject was debated merely from an in-
formal standpoint, but some interest-
ing ‘facts were brought out, for and
ageinst the matter and the hope was
expressed that should the occasion
arise when the subjéct would be ser-
jously taken in hand, that all would
be prepared to express their views as
freely as they did last night. Next
week the élub will be addressed by Dr.
Wm. Roberts, ‘on an interesting sub-
ject and an ‘énjoyable night is being
looked forward to,

COR.

To-Night’s Dance

“GATETY” HALL.

In Aid of Reduction of Debt on C.C.C.
“Galety” Hall.

To-night's Dance at the “Gaiety”
Hall promises to eclipse last Thurs-
day’s Dance;which proved such a
splendid success. -

The dates have beeh somewhat con-
flicting, as~first it was advertised to
take place on'the 1ith,-then it was
changed to €h& 9th, then put back to
the 11th, now it takes place to-night.
This was due to the fact that the
“Silvia” on whi¢hthe Coloured Artistes
had booked passage, sails on the af-
ternoon of the-lith, and to-night, Fri-
Aay, will be the last chance to dance
to this wondertul Dance Orchestra.
Therefore get your tickets at Hutton’s
or G, Byrne's Beokstore to-day as they

| are limited 0. Prices: Gent’s,
“Tsr.00; Lmz""?go he Dance starts

4,

1l b i%l.

}‘ & et

| U 8T JOBN,

: N.B., Feb, 6.
| Mrs, Philip Snowden, the wife of a
gmer chancellor of the exchequor,
o the last address of her Canadian
tour here to-night on Bolshevik Rus-
sia. She is to sail to-morrow on the
Montlaurier for England. She com-
mented on the fact that she had
been asked to speak chiefly about
Russia throughout her tour of ~the
Dominjon. The choice of a subject
had been a surprise to her, as she had
come to Canada with the idea of pro-
moting closer relationgship between
this country and the Motherland. She
had thought her Canadian audiences
wouid have wished to know of the
first Labor Government in England.
That she believed was something of
more moment than the episode in
Russian history of which she had per- |
sonal knowledge.

QUEBEC FARMERS TO HAVE PRO-
GRESSIVE CANDIDATES.
Montreal, Feb. 6.

Progressive candidates in the next'
Federal and Provincial elections no- !
minated by the farmers of the Pro-!
vince of Quebec will probably be seen
as the result of a decision made at a
gecret caucus held to-day of the
United Farmers of Quebec, says the
Montreal Gazette in its news columns
this morning. |

MRS, SN

MINE WORKERS OFFER ASUGGES-
TION. |
SYDNEY, N.S., Feb. 5.

A suggestion that the District Exe-
cutive of U, M. W. District 26 be em-
powered to enter into a new contract
with the British Empire Steel Cor-
poration under which the Cape Breton
miners shall receive the same wages
that prevailed in 1924 for a period of
four months, pending the result of a
full and unprejudiced investigation of
the wage controversy, was the result
of to-day’s deliberations of the United
Mine Workers here. This. was the
outcome of a resolution adopted at
this afternoon’s session of the Con-
ference and was thrown out as offer-
ing the best opportunity of reaching a'
permanent agreement without break- |
iing the present truce or interrupting'
operations, Shquld this suggestion
not find favor with the operations it
was stated that the Executive has
another, which was contained . in a|
second resolution adopted this after-
noon, but the nature' of which has not
been divulged. The resolution men-

ing the four months the men will be
guaranteed a fixed minimum of work.
To-morrow the convention. will deal
with the report -brought back - from
International Headquarters by board
member William Hayes,

SYMPATHY.

Ease the family’s Sorrow, send

FLOWERS.

Wreaths delivered promptly.
Prices reasnnable.
"Phone 1518.

t 'Phome 2111M.
Vaﬁ?; Nurseries, Ltd.
BORN. * {

On Feb. 2nd, a daughter to Mr. and
Mrs. James Martin, Duggan Street. |
At St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, this
morning, a daughter to Mr. and Mrs.

F. J. Armstrong.

At the Gracé Maternity Hospital, |
on the 4th inst., a daughter to Mr. |
and Mrs. F. T. Morry. 1

DIED,

.

On the 5th inst, at Kilbride, after a
short illness, Ida, the beloved wife of
Richard Walsh, leaving a husband, 1
brother and 2 sisters to mourn their
sad loss. Funeral on to-morrow ‘(Sat-
urday) at 3 p.m. from her late resi-
tfl)ence, Glenview Farm, Kilbride, R.I.

NOTE OF THANKS.—Mr. Bertram
Hutchings and family wish to ex-
press their heartfelt thanks to the
following for their kindness and
sympathy during the illness and death
of a dear wife and mother, especially
Comdt. Urquhart, Capt, Butler for
their comforting words; Matron Fag-
ner and the nursing staff of the Grace
Hospital, Dr. Fallon, Mr. and Mrs.
George Gordon, Mr. and--Mrs, W,
Squires, Mr. and Mrs, W, French,
Mrs. R. Barnes for wreaths to adorn
her casket, The Grace Hospital, the
employees of the Nfid. Govt. Railway
and dock shops, Mr. and Mrs. B, Gor-
don, Mr. and Mrs. Purcell, Mr. and
Mrs. M. Sheppard, Miss Gladys Gosse,
Miss L. Greeley, Mental Hospital.
Notes of sympathy:—Lodge Dudley,
No. 227 S.0.E., Mr. George Brown
and family, Bell Island; Miss F. Grif-
fen; Mental Hospital; Mr, and Mrs.
W. Janes, Mr. and Mrs. T. Kerrivan,
Miss F. Preddle; also Mrs. Nathan

er friends who in any way sympathiz-
ed with us during our sad bereave-
ment. N

TO-NIGHT.
H. B. THOMSON, Opt.D.
Optometrist and Optician,
~ Hour 7 to 8.

Reldence: "< = 191 Gowes.Bi.
(Near Victoria Hall)

tioned above also stipulates that dar-|

Osborne for use of phone, and all oth-|.
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