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“Dear me !” exclaimed a vivacious 
young friend the other daÿ, •“ I have 
just had to tell the most shocking fib, t” 
My conscience troubles me yet"

“Why, and about what did you tell 
your fibs?” we asked, and the answer 
was;

“Oh, I went to see my friend Mrs. 
Brown, who has just gone to housekeep­
ing, and nothing woulil do but I must go 
over the whole house, and admire it. Of 
course, Helen kept asking all the time : 
‘Now, isn’t this carnet lovely ?’ and ‘Did 
you ever see a more beautiful table ?’ or 
‘Is not that the easiest arro-c ,.,ir you 
ever sat in f until I was both tired of 
agreeing with her and ashamed of myself 
for doing it; for to tell the truth, I 
didn’t like her taste at all. It is so hard 
to be enthusiastic to order.” •

“Then why attempt it at all ?” we in­
quired.

“What would you have one to do ? 
Be candid and disagreeable, vex your 
friends by speaking your mind, and ex­
pect them to take your uncomfortable 
sayings amiably ? You must remember 
that we do not live in the palace of truth 
now-a-days. ”

“Then it would be better if we did, 
since one must be untruthful to be 
liked.”

Not untruthfulthat is such a harsh 
ugly word,"objected her companion. “I 
said Aha, you know.”

Well, ‘fibs’ are untruths, it seems to 
me, and when you agree with your 
friends because you fear to offend or annoy 
them by disagreement, you do violence 
to your sense of truth, and impair the 
the sensibility of your conscience. The 
same fibs will be easier next time and 
the passive untruth may merge into the 
active falsehood.”

“Then would you have me oUoays say 
what I think ? Can the truth be spoken 
at all times ?”

“It is quiet possible to be kind and 
polite, even in our truth-telling. Offensive 
candor is not a Christian grace, though 
we have known many people who were 
frank, even to positive rudeness, under 
this misapprehension. But conscienti­
ous souls, with ordinary tact, will pre­
serve their own integrity without 
wounding others. ”

“But what would you do if you went 
to see a baby, as I did lately, and had 
to say it was e perfect beauty when it 
was positively ugly ? Wouldn’t that 
test your prin ciplee ?”

“No, because we would not say such a 
thing. A baby is always a precious gift 
to its mother, and one might speak of its 
sweetness and lovablenees gracefully 
enough, without mentioning beauty. 
Rest assured, that all the fibs which you 
think friendship and social intercourse 
demand of you, can be avoided by a little 
thoughtfulness on your part ; and you 
will not only save your conscience many 
a pang, but your friends will grow, in- 
insensibly, to the exactness of speech, 
and to prise your words the more."— 
[SWtcted.

Important Amsxdmsxt to III Mow-
ciPAL Act.—Among the several amend- 
ments made to the Municipal Act during 
the recent session of the Ontario Legi.. 
lature, the following merits attention:— 

Section four hundred and seventy-feur 
of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, is 
bmeby repealed, and the following sub 
etituted therefor:—“Every public road, 
street, bridge and highway shall be kept 
m repair by the corporation, and in de 
fault of the corporation so to keep in re- 
pair, the corporation shall, besides being 
subjected to any punishment provided 

|HW» be liable to all damages sustain­
ed by any person on account of having 
houses sod Unde flooded through ant 
by the construetion of any public road, 
street, bridge, culvert or highway; but 
auy claim for such damages must be 
lodged with the clerk, or head of the 
corporation, within three months after 
the damages have been sustained, and if 
not inutiialy agreed ujion shall be settled 
by arbitration, under the provisions on 
the Municipal Act, notliwithstanding 
any tiling in the said Act to the contra­
ry-'
,oP'IJPSEii tx 1881.—During the year 
1881 there will be four eclipses—two of 
the sun and two of the moon ; and a tran­
sit of the pL.net Mercury across the sun’s 
disk. The first will be a partial eclipse 
ofthe sun on May 27 th. It will be vis- 
lble here. It begins at sunrise at Buf­
falo and a few minutes before sunSet at 
St. Louie. A total eclipse of the moon 
occur* on the night of June 11-12, vis­
ible throughout the United State*. In 
this part of the countiy it will begin at 
12-lfi, a. ni., reach a total obscuration at 
1-17, attain the -middle of the eclipse 
at 1-58, and continuing until 2-39, when 
the moon will reappear, and it will be 
entirely over at 3-41 a. m. If the night 
is clear, it will be one of the most beau­
tiful eclipses of the moon witnessed in 
this vicinity for years. An annual 
eclipse of the sun November 31st, and a 
partiat eclipse of the moon on December 
5th, will both be invisible in this part of 
the world. A transit of the planet Mer­
cury across the sun’s disk will take place 
on the 7th of November. The beginning 
only will be visible in the United States, 
and that in the western part.

Thomas Fahan, a farmer from Lime 
Lake, dropped dead as he was entering 
the door of the court room at Napanee 
on Wednesnay. He was an extraordin­
ary. large, atout healthy man, about 65 
years of age. Apoplexy is supposed to 
have caused hie death.

newspaper laws.

Tartar* fcv Blectrltllj.

In regard to the application of power­
ful electric batteries to Roussakoff, the 
assassin of the Czar, to compel him to 
reveal the secrets of the crime, Park 
Benjamin, the scientific expert, told a 
New York Sun reporter: “The idea of 
torturing criminals by electricity is not 
original with the Russians. It is s Brit­
ish invention, and was first suggested 
about five years ago by an English me­
chanical journal, in commenting upon 
the execution of criminals by electric 
shock instead of by hanging. The Eng­
lish writer wanted to do away with the 
cat o’ nine tails, which is administered 
in England to garroters and other crimi­
nals of certain classes, and use the elec­
tric battery, as he somewhat grimly ex­
pressed it, so as to produce indescribable 
torture (unaccompanied by wounde or 
even bruises) thrilling through every 
fibre of such miscreants. There was an 
American inventor who had a design for 
inflicting this species of punishment. 
He fitted brackets of iron on the arms 
and thighs of the criminal, and placed in 
them wet sponges. When connected 
with a current of electricity the shock 
would by this syrtem pass through the 
legs and shoulders, and avoid the vital 
parts of tho body. The torture inflicted 
by electricity is of two kinds— by con­
traction of the muscles at rapidly recur­
ring intervals and burning with sparks. 
The tortures of old days, when not done 
by fire or compression were the strain­
ing and tearing asunder of the muscles. 
Of this kind were the rack, scavenger’s 
daughter, and the cages of Louis XIV., 
in which a man could not stand up or 
lie down. The electric shock exactly 
reverse these conditions. It produces 
an enormeuely rapid contraction in the 
body of the muscles at very short inter­
vale. The degree of pain produced is 
about the same. • The force of the elec­
tricity has to be nicely graded, as a too 
powerful shock would numb or kill a 
man. The other method is by condens­
ing a number of intermittent sparks on 
the flesh. This burns the skin, and 
at the same time produces contractions 
ef the muscles. If put to the side of the 
jaw it would make every tooth ache.”

Mr. Eraatus Wiman, of New York, is 
to donate 96,000 for the erection of 
public bathe in Toronto.

A strange scene was enacted at tho 
Union Station, Toronto, recently. Just 
as the 7 o’clock train was leaving for the 
east, two Sisters of Charity boarded it 
in company with a policeman, and seized 
a child which was in the seat with a man} 
They carried the child to the platform, 
and the train moted off. The Sisters 
said that the child had beendeft in their 
care by a dying mother. And that the 
man had stolen it from the House of 
Providence, to take it to Ottawa

We call the special attention of post­
masters and subscribers to the following 
synopsis of the newspaper laws :

1. A poet master is required to give 
notice fry letter (returning a paper does 
not answer the law) when a subscriber 
dues not take his paper out of the office, 
and state the reasons for its not being 
taken. Any neglect to do so makes the 
postmaster responsible to the publishers 
for payment.

2. If any person orders his paper dis­
continued, he must pay all arrearages, 
or the publisher may continue to send it 
until payment is made, and collect the 
whole amount, whether it be taken from 
the office or not There can be no legal 
discontinuance until the payment is 
msde.

3. Any person who takes s paper from 
the post-office, whether directed to his 
nsme or another, or whether he has sub­
scribed or not, is responsible for the pay.

4 If s subscriber orders his paper to 
be stopped at a certain time, and the 
publisher continues to send, the sub­
scriber is bound to pay for it if he takes 
it out of the post-office. This proceeds 

m the ground that a man must pay forupon the 
what he

6. The courts have decided that refus­
ing to take a newspaper and periodicals 
from the poet-office, or removing and 
leaving them uncalled for, is prima facia 
evidence of intentional fraud.

NEW VALENCIAS,
• NEW LAYERS,

NEW CURRANTS,
S. S. ALMONDS,

WALNUTS,
FILBERTS,

CHESSNUTS.

tr LAKE SUPERIOR -*» 
TROUT, WHITE FISH & HERRING. 

SALT WATER‘D

HERRING AND CODFISH.
▲1140, A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF

Teas, Sugars,
And General Groceries ; 

CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, AND 
CHINA.

Dr. Piu ex’s Cream Baking Powder.
Dr. Paice’s Lupulin Yeast Gems.

Chas. A. Nairn,
THE SQUARE.
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W.S.Hart & Co.,
PROPRIETORS

■HIM His,
(Late Pipers.)

A LARGE QUANTITY OF 
choice

Stckwheat Flour
ON HAND.

Extensive Premises and Splendid New Stock.

O. BAEET.

« - mm mb
• Hamilton Street, Goderich.

A good assortment of Kitchen. Bed-room, Dining Room and Parlor Furniture, such as Ta­
bles, Chairs (hair, cane and wood seated). Cupboards, Bed-steads, Mattresses, Wash-stands, 
Lounges. Sofas, What-Nots, Looking Glasses.

N. B.—A complete assortment of Coffins and Shrouds always on hand, also Hearses for hire 
at reasonable rates.

Picture Framing a specialty.----A call solicited. 1751 G. BARRY

Subscribe Now I

Subscribe Now I

She pliuron Signal

For the Balance of the Year 1881

POE $1.00.

Red, White and Blue !
V >

Acheson Q F O R fi F Acheson 

New Dress Goods, Gloves &. Hosiery,
JUST ARRIVED,

SE2L2LI3XTO- CHEAP.

ROUND TO GIVE BARGAINS.! 1761

M EDI CAL' HALL.
GODERICH.

F. JORDAN,
Chemist and Druggist,

* • * MARKET SQUARE, GODERICH.

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Drugs, Chemicals, Paints. Oils, Dye Stuflfo, Artist Colors, 
Patent Medicines Horse and Cattle Medicines, Perfumery, Toilet Articles, &c. 

Physicians’ Prescriptions carefully dispensed."ei

Holiday Presents I
At BUTLER'S

A FULL AND PITHY RECORD OF EACH WEEK’S COUNTY
NEWS.

A COMPREHENSIVE EPITOME OF 4EACH WEEK’S FOREIGN
NEWS.

A VALUABLE COLUMN OF HINTS FOR FARMERS AND 
GARDENERS.

A CHARMING STORY.
READING FOR THE HOME CIRCLE.

READING ALIKE FOR THE GRAVE AND FOR THE GAY.

A LIBERAL PAPER, LIBERALLY CONDUCTED, ON LIBERAL 
X PRINCIPLES.

ONE DOLLAR FOR THE BALANCE OF THE 
YEAR!

Photo and Autograph Albums in great variety, Work Boxes, Writing Desks, very 
suitable for presents for Teachers and Scholars.

PE 5 ENTS FOR EVERYBODY. ALL CAN BE SUITED.
Stock is New, very complete, and consiste of Ladies' and Gents' Purses, Chins 

Goods of all kinds, Ruby Goods, Vases in many patterns, Flower Pots,
Cups and Flowers,

China and Wax Dolls!
A Large Assortment. Smokers’ Sundries—Merschauin Pipes and Cigar Holders 

and Brier Pipes—100 Different Styles.

chool Books, Miscellaneous Books,
Bjbles, Prayer Books, Church Sermons, Wesley's Hynm Books, Psalm Books, 

Ac., Ac.—Subscriptions taken for all the best English, Scotch,
Irish, American and Canadian Papers and 

Magazines at Publishers’ lowest 
rates—now is the time 

to subscribe.
A full stock of School Books, for Teachers and High and Model School Students 

All will be sold cheap, and Patrons suited. I have a choice 
and large selection of

Christmas and New Year’s Cards!
At BUTLER’S.

Dominion Telegraph and Postage Stamp Office. 17G2

«

Advertise I

Advertise !

[Dominion Carriage Works,” Goderich.

MORTON AND CRESSMAN
manufacturers of FIRST CLASS

CARRIAGES, BUQ-Q-IES, eto.

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR SPRING STOCK OF GOODS I 

LET THE BUYERS KNOW IT !

TIS SPRING MADNESS TO DEFER ! 

NEXT MONTH YOUR GOODS WILL BE DEAD STOCK !

SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE, AND SPEAK NOW !

THROUGH THE COLUMNS OF

®|t Huron Signal.

IT GOES RIGHT INTO THE BOSOM OF THE FAMILY THAT 
SHOULD BUY YOUR MERCHANDISE.!

IT SPEAKS WHILE YOU SLEEP. IT SLUMBERS NEVER !

DO YOU THINK ONE GOOD CUSTOMER 

WOULD REPAY YOU FOR A YEAR’S PRUDENT ADVERTISING ? 

IF SO, WHAT WOULD TWENTY DO?

DO YOU EXPECT TO SELL YOUR GOODS WHEN PEOPLE 
ARE INNOCENT OF ANY THOUGHT THAT 

YOU HAVE THEM FOR SALE?

r

Opposite Colbome Hotel. We solicit an examination of our vehicles. 
REPAIRING PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

In Leaving Town
I wish to return my thonkw to the public for their patronage during the past, and solicit

the same in future, and to remind them that I have left a reliable person in charge of the
»

business.

REPAIRING AND PICTURE FRAMING
will be done on «

SHORTEST NOTICE.

J. Or.

~ma


