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Presenting Our Claims.

We publish today, in brief, 
the memorial presented to the 
Federal Government by Pre 
mier Mathieson and his asso
ciate delegates in support ol 
the Claims of this Province. 
In this summary we have but 
the outline, of the presentation 
made by our Premier. The 
arguments Supplementing the 
written memorial ; the ex 
planation of the written docu 
ments and the elaboration of 
the various phases of our case 
could not be compressed 
within the limits of a news 
paper article. But a perusal 
of even the summary pre 
sented is sufficient to convince 
anyone that our case was so 
admirably presented that the 
Federal authorities could not 
find a way out of granting us 
financial assistance. On the 
memorial presented and the 
argument behind it rested our 
claim to the following de
mands :

J. Damage for non-fulfil
ment of the terms of union in 
respect to Continuous Com
munication since the settle 
ment of 1901.

2. Compensation in respect 
of the Public Lands of Canada 
transferred or proposed to be 
transferred to certain Pro
vinces of Canada.

3. In respect of the Prince 
Edward Island Railway.

4. Allowance for the differ 
ence .between the estimated 
expenditure upon Railways 
and Canals of Canada since 
Confederation,and the amount 
actually spent thereon

3. An equivalent for the 
increased subsidies granted to 
the larger Provinces to meet 
the increased cost of Educa
tion and other public services-

6. The payment of the 
subsidies and the fixing of the 
unit of representation upon 
the basis of an assumed popu 
lation of at least 150,000,

7. Increase of subsidy for 
want of public lands as paid 
to Manitoba and Saskatche
wan.

The first conference with 
the Ottawa Authorities was on 
February 17th, when the dele 
gates met the full Cabinet. On 
this occasion our case was 
presented, in admirable style, 
by Premier Mathieson, After 
wards, on Feby. 23 the dele
gates met a committee of five 
members of the Cabinet, On 
this occasion it was agreed that 
nothing should be consider
ed for the "time being except 
such claims as were special 
to Prince-Edward Island, Ad 
ditiona} large claims, in which 
some other Provinces might 
be interested, were left over 
for future consideration.

To have succeeded un 
der all the circumstances, 
in securing $100.000 addition 
to our annuel subsidy redounds 
to the credit of Premier,Math 
ieson and his co-delegates. 
The Premier’s splendid pre
sentation , of the case ; the 
justness of our cause and the 
sympathy of a just Govern
ment w.on the day for us.

When we consider that, 
within a "few months we have 
had an appropriation of $400,- 
000 for the car ferry, the re
storation to us of our oyster 
fish^ffes and an addition of 
$100,000 to our annual sub
sidy, should rejoice that 
we have at Ottawa and at 
ChaHottetown Governments 
desirous of doing justice to 
Prince 'Edward Island and 
working in unison for her 
welfare.

"Minsrd's Liniment cures 
INeuralgia.

On Tuesday April 9th, the 
House met 3.35. After rou 
tine Hon. Premier Mathieson 
rose to table the papers in 
connection with the delega
tion to Ottawa. He said he 
regretted that he found him 
self under the necessity of pre
senting Certain documents, 
which were in some sense 
private. This became neces
sary in consequence of the 
ungenerous and unjust con
duct of the Leader of the Op 
position and the opposition 
press The Premier then 
read part of the correspondence 
which he tabled. The dele 
gation had an audience with 
the Privy Council on Feb. 17th 
when our claims were verbally 
pressed and at the same 
time a memorial embodying 
the same was presented.

The Premier said a certain 
gentleman named Hughes, 
claimed to have made a dis
covery. He went on to show 
what he and his associates had 
done towards getting our 
rights. A claim had been put 
in for non-fulfillment of the 
terms of confederation in the 
matter of winter communica
tion, etc. Our public lands 
had been taken from us by 
the Imperial Government 
When the Sub-committee of 
Council was waited upon by 
the Island delegates it was 
agreed that no claims should 
be considered, except such as 
were special to Prince Edward 
Island. This was on the 23rd 
day of February. Following 
is the memorial of our claims :

A STRONG MEMORIAL.

That Prince Edward Island 
entered Confederation on July 
1, 1873 > that the intention of 
the founders of the union was 
to provide for each Province, 
from the federal revenues a 
sum, sufficient to enable each 
Province to manage its local 
affairs without resort to direct 
taxation. (This is supported 
by quotations from public 
i-peeches of Hon. George 
Brown, Hon. John H. Gray, 
Sir Louis Davies, Hon. 
David Laird and by résolu 
tion of the P. E. Isiand Legis 
iture.) That th.e Island as a 

separate Colony was then one 
hundred years old, its popu
lation having doubled in the 
previous thirty years and its 
revenue in twelve years ; that 
the debt of the Island, exclus 
ive of the railway debt was 
more than offset by the bal
ance due on lands, cash loan
ed to tenants, and other as
sets, all of which were sub
sequently converted into cash 
and used as ordinary revenue ; 
that suitable public buildings 
had been constructed as well 
as wharves, breakwaters, light 
houses, roads and other public 
works, together with a stock 
and experimental farm ; that 
manufacturing industries of 
many kinds were being built 
up, and in relation to its size 
there was no more progressive 
community in British Amer 
ica, and that all this had been 
done under a customs and 
excise tax not exceeding 3.10 
per head. That by the Con
federation agreement the Pro 
vince at once became liable 
to a taxation of $5.05 per 
head, or $489,850 on our then 
population of 97,000, and in 
return Canada undertook the 
performance of services which 
were then costing the Island 
$334,052. The financial bal
ance was thus against the 
Province from the first to the 
amount of $150.00 a year. 
The following financial state
ment was submitted, show- 
ing—
HOW THE PROVINCE FARED IN 

CONFEDERATION.
1. Assets of the Province in

1673, eipce realized npot $ 516,036 
Money borrowed for pur
chase of lande wbieti 
were since realised npon, 
and afi ordinary revenae,
See P. XIII of Public 
Accounts, 1911 782,402
Capital, withdrawn from 
credit of Province at Ot
tawa, *pd need ae ordin
ary revenue 200,000
Debt and Liabilities of

ProTlnoe 2nd Dee., 1811,
(m per eudit of Meeere.
Rose borough end Dench) 
less overdoe taxe» on- 
collected 1,088,242

$2.606.580

In the same period there 
has been collected in land, in
come and other direct taxes,
the sum of $1,190,224,00. A
small part of this money was 
used in the construction of an 
Insane Asylum, and Infirmary 
and other necessary public 
buildings, but no revenue-pro
ducing asset of the Province 
has resulted from its expendi
ture. Except as above stated 
it has been used as ordinary 
revenue.

The situation of the Pro
vince in relation to revenue 
from Canada and total ex 
penditure is as follows :
Subsidies for 1911 
Subsidies st Confederstion

Increase
Expenditure for 1911 
Expenditure for 1873 
Increase

$272,181
191.062

S 81,129 
416.631 
237,680 
178,945

$ 97,816

The gulf between revenue 
and expenditure is therefore 
$97,816 wider than it was at 
the time of Confederation.

The memorial proceeded to 
show that the cost of Rgisla 
tion which at the union was 
about $16,000 per annum has 
been reduced to less than an 
average of $9,000 ; that the 
indemnity of members is but 
$200 each, the number of 
heads of departments reduced 
from four to three and their 
salaries reduced frem $1,600 
to $1,200 each while the sal
aries of clerks and minor offic 
ials do not excede one-half of 
what is paid by the Dominion 
for similar services.
NON-FULFILMENT of UNION 

TERMS.

The memorial proceeds to 
State that the present unfor 
tunate financial condition of 
the Province is due to two 
principal causes,— (a) The 
failure of Canada to pro
vide continyoqs communica
tion with the mainland, (b) 
The insufficiency of the sub 
sidies to meet the purposes 
intended. The first of these 
is argued forcibly and at 
length, setting forth among 
other things the following : 
That over twenty years ago a 
claim was made under this 
head for $5,000000 damages 
and agreed to by both parties 
as not p^pessiye ; that under 
pressure of immediate peed 
this claim, with the added 
wrong of intervening years 
was sold out by the Local 
Government in 1901 for a 
try subsidy of $30,000, which 
did not measure one-fifth part 
of tfie aptual loss. The pres 
ent claim is from the year f qqj 
to date. The memorial pro
ceeds to recite at length the 
interruptions, delays and loss
es resulting in the winter 
steamer service, the uncer
tainty always before the pro
ducer and the shipper, the 
fact that the Province would 
not have entertained the un
ion proposals, with the sur 
render of its fisegj independ
ence and the change in its 
established currents of trade, 
byt for tfie undertaking by 
Canada to provide continuous 
communication, and the furth
er fact that the failure by the 
Dominion in that regard is to 
be held responsible for the 
Joss of population which in
volves al{ |osse$. In this 
connection it is mentioned 
that the promised Car Ferry 
gives hope of terminating this 
longs landing grievance.

THE BLAljg FOJt LANDS.

The second claim set forth 
is in respect of public lands of 
Uanada transferred, or propos
ed to be transferred to certain 
Provinces, The memorial sets 
forth that each Province coo 
tribuded to the purchase of 
these lands and to the expendi
ture for there development, 
and that any gift of those 
lands to any Province or Pro 
vinces withoyt compensation 
to the others is so manifestly 
unjust as to require no argu
ment.’ The case of the United 
States in dealing with the 
Louisiana purchase is cited,

where all the States outside of 
the purchased territory receiv 
ed liberal compensation. The 
justice of this claim and this 
well established precedent 
make the claim a very strong 
and important one.

THE RAILWAY CLAMS.

Claim Number Three in the 
memorial is in respect of the 
P. E. Island Railway on which 
the. Province had expended 
$3,144 000. before the road 
was transferred to Canada. It 
was then estimated that the ex
penditure of Canada on ac 
count ot railways and canals 
would not exceed $79,000,000 
but has since run up to over 
$500,000,000 in excess of that 
estimate Besides, subsidies are 
paid to company railways in 
other Provinces. The Island 
has coutributed to all these, 
received nothing and gave its 
own railway to the Dominion. 
This is elaborated in Claim 
Number Four. There had been 
a settlement on this account 
and additional subside of $20 
odo given this Province in 
1887, but the greater part of 
the Dominion outlay for rail 
ways and canals has since tak
en place.

CLAIM NUMBER five

Is based on the increased sub 
sidies granted to the larger 
Provinces to meet the increas
ed cost of Education, Public 
works, Asylums Agriculture, 
Ohairties, etc., under the read
justed subsidies of I907. In 
this connection it is shown 
that the cost of these services 
in this Province has increased 
by $145,000 a year since 1873 
Ontario now receives $901 6- 
44, Quebec $673,614, and 
other western Provinces in 
proportion on account of that 
settlement while the Island 
has received an altogether in 
adequate addition.

CLAIM HUMBER SIX 

In brief is that this Province 
is entitled to payment of sub
sidies and representation in 
Parliament on the basis of an 
issumed population of at least 
iSq.oqq. Tfie memorial sets 
forth at 1er gth that Manitoba 
British Columbia, Alberta, and 
Saskatchewan were given 
their subsjdjeg and represen
tation on the basis of an as
sume 1 population. The claim 
of Prince Edward Island und 
er this head is shown to be 
strong because of the decline 
in population is due to the non 
fulfilment of the terms of union 
the consequent diversion of 
trade routes, the closing of 
factory industries, and the fact 
that the exodus has left the 
Province to support a trebled 
number of the insane and poor 
It is futher pointed out that 
the Province has paid its lull 
share of Cananian expennitu 
res without sharing in the 
benefits of Confederation that 
the National Policy under 
which Ganadia generally has 
developed gplencfidly, hag not 
extended its benefits to J stand 
industries; that our proporti 
onate contribution to the 
revenues of Cunad^ in 1911 
was $1,181,052 computed at 
the average rate, but was really 
grpater, owing to the extincti 
on of our manufacturing in
dustries, aqd consequent large 
importations, ft ig claimed 
that the Province now pays to 
Canada three times as much 
as was required for all its 
public services at Confedera
tion, and that tfie Dominjon 
with its bounding revenues! 
can well afford the necessary 
relief but canot afford to per
mit its smallest Province to 
be crushed undpf {he burden 
of debt that now fies upon it.

The memorial bears date 
17th Febuary and is signed by 
Hon. Messers. Mathieson. 
Mcfi,£gn and Arsenault.

BENT TO SUB COMMITTEE

In compliance with the re
quest of the delegates 'he fed
eral Gqvernment appointed a 
sub-committee of Council to 
fiold fyrther conferences with 
them composed of Right Hon. 
R. L. Borden, Hon. W. T. 
White Hon. George E. Foster 

l Hon Robert Rogers and Hon.

George H- Perley. This sub 
committee met on 23rd Feb. 
in the Premier’s office with 
the delegates. It was deter
mined that no claims would 
be there considered except; 
those special to Prince Edward 
Island. The delegates, who 
had before presented separat j 
ely a claim to a share in the 
Fishery Award submited 
memoranda ( A and B) of ad
ditional subsidy required by 
the Province under the follow 
ing heads :

MEMORANDUM A.

The Busiest Store on Charlottetown’s Busiest Street

De6cit $ 60,000
Education 66,000
Aaylom and Paupers 15,000
Roads 16,000
Bridges 30,000
8*lari*-pt Civil Servants 5,000

erries, etc. 10,000

$200,000

MEMORANDUM B.
The memorandum set forth the 

claims upon which aihütional sub
sidies could be based, including 
the failure of continuous commu
nication since 1901, a subsidy on 
the basis of an assumed popula
tion of 180,000, and an increase 
if subsidy for want of public 
lands, as in the case of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Each 
of these is accompanied by notes 
and explanations. After several 
consultations between the dele 
gates and the sub-committee it 
was agreed that the closing up of 
the negotiations should be left iu 
the bands of the Prime Minister 
and the Finance Minister of Can
ada and Hon. Mr. Mathieuon, with 
the assurance that substantial aid 
would be given the Province. 
Hon. Messrs. McLean and Arse
nault then returned home. Oa 
February 26 the Minister of Fi 
nance requested Premier Mathie
son to frame for submission to the 
Cabinet alternative grounds on 
which to base an increase of sub
sidy of $100000. He submitted 
two plans, the first including 
$20,000 for failure of winter com
munication since 1901, a subsidy 
on the basis of assumed popula
tion of 150,000, which would give 
$50,000 more on account of the 
support of Government and Legis
lature, and $32,737 on per capita 
-ubsidy, making in all $102,737. 
Plan Number Two proposed an 
increase of subsidy for want of 
public lauds from $45,000 to 
3125,000, the increase being 380,- 
000, and $20,000 for failure to 
provide continuous communica- 
cation. These two sums would 
make $100,000.

THE SUBSIDY PROMISED.
On Feb. 28 Mr. Mathieson re

ceived the promise of the Prime 
Minister and the Finance Minister 
♦ hat $100,000 of increased subsidy 
would be granted, either on one of 
the above plans, or on general 
account without particularizing, 
and on the following day he wired 
his co delegates the good news in 
terms which they understood. 
Premier Mathieson then returned 
home, and on March 5 mailed to 
the Finance Minister a draft bill 
to be submitted to the House of 
Commons, with a brief in support 
of it, the bill providing for an in
crease of $102 J37 as set forth in 
Plan One above. On March 9 
Hon. Mr. White replied, and on 
March 14 and J5 Premier Mathie
son sent him further arguments 
and statements. On March 18 
the Premier wired Mr. White that 
" though preferring grant on as
sumed basis of pppulatiop arp 
satisfied with straight grant with
out partieplari$ing if more satis
factory to you” On March 19 
the Finance Minister wired the 
Premier here—‘ Am giving notice 
of resolution providing for an ad
ditional grant of one hundred 
thousand dollars without partic
ularising. You may announce 
apcordingly.il

This telegram was delivered to 
the press and appeared in our 
newspapers at the tim».

The Premier thought it was 
time the Hughes imposture was 
disposed of. Re referred to the 
claim of an allowance for want 
of publie lands. He (the Premier) 
had brought this matter before 
the Legislature and the country 
from time to time for ten years 
past, only to be told by Mr. 
Hughes and his colleagues—“ Qh, 
we have heard all that before,’' 
It was in the Conservative plat
form in 1908. Now it is a new 
discovery ! The real claim is that 
Canada undertook to provide 
enough money to provide for our 
local services and had not done it 
The Dominion did not take away 
our lands One point that made 
it difficult to secure an increase of 
subsidy was the large expenditure 
called for by the promised car 
ferry. Th® case was submitted to 
a sub-eommittee of the ablest men 
in the cabinet, and two memor
anda were filed, which he read

MOORE & McLEOD
121 Queen Street, Charlottetown.

The Great Annual

Sale of White Goods
IS NOW GOING- ON.

The greatest array of (Painty Undermuslins, Table Linens, 
Sheetings, 'Pillow Cottons, Towels, Towellings, White Cottons, ever 

shown under this roof, is now awaiting you at our Great Annual 

White Goods Sale.

You have seen our large ads. in this, and other city papers, 

you nave noticed the wonderfully low prices therein quoted. 

Will you come today and see that the goods are just as repre

sented and the Prices are just as low as we have promised.

Sheetings and Pillow Cottons Will be Neatly Hemmed Free.

SEE THE NEW

Spring Hat Styles!
-10:-

We have just stocked »n advance shipment 
of new spring styles in soft felts and derbies from 

tfie leading American factories.

Among the new arrivals is a splendid line 

of the famous Franklin, the best $3 hat money 

and brains can produce,

The styles in derbies this year show a lower 

crown and broader rim than usual, while the soft 

felts are exceptionally good. Prices of derbies 

range from $2. T6 toi,*,,,,,,,,».- --••$3,50 

Prices of soft felts................................ .$1.76 up.

H. H. BROWN’S
The Home of Good Hats.

INSURANCE.
Royal Insurance Company of 

Liverpool, G. B.
Sun Fire offices of London.

Fidelity Phénix Fire Insur
ance Co. of New York.

Combined Assets
$100,000,000

Lowest rates and prompt set 
tlementJol’Losses.

JOHN MACEACHKRN
AGENT.

Telephone No. 362.
Mar. 22nd, 1908

1 C- McLEOD, L C. I W I. BEN Tift

JAMBS H. REHDIN
Barrister, etc.

Has Removed.his Office from 
the City filotel Building, 
Great,George Street, to rooms 
over Grant’s Implement 
Warehouse, Corner of Queen 
aid Sydney Streets.

Collections attended to, 1 
Money to loan.
Ch’town, Feb. 22, 1911—6m j

Montague

Dental Parlors
We guarantee all our plite 

to give perfect satisfaction or 
money refunded.

Teeth’pulled and extraci.eo 
absolu telyjpainlesg.

A. J. FRASER, D. D
Aug. 15, 1906—3m

McLEOD & BENTLE
Barristers, Attorneys and 

Solicitors.
90T MONEY TO LOAN ^ 

Offices—Bank of Nova 
Scotia Chambers.

'•À- McLtai, K.C- DonaldMdinooD

McLean & McKinnon
Barristers. Attorneya-at-Law, 

Charlottetown, P. E. Island

STEWART 4 CAMPBELL,
Barristers, Solicitors, etc

Officte In Deirlaay Block, Corner 
Qneen end Qrefton Street», Cher- 
lottetown, P. g. Ielmd.

MONET TO LOAN.

W. 8 STEWART, K. C. | 1.1 CA1PBEL1
July 8,1911—y ly,

.It-AT


