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. the trip from Madrid to Paris,

it black and veiled,

securéd $14,000,000 and Left Trail of M'i;sery’:

As & tesilt of < the conference be-
Premier Coombes and Minister
ustice Vallee; complete arrange-
ments have peen made:for the recep-
tion of the members of the Hum bert
a.ﬂ arrested in Madrid December
20, but precautmn has been taken not
M’MW what prison the fugitives
ill occupy, as a popular de‘n?onstra—
$ion is feared.  The authorities are
grnt activity in preparing
for the prosecuhnn of the prisoners,
this overcqmm.z the popular preju-
dice that the ‘accused enjoy the favor
of those in high authority.

M. Hennion, the chief of detectives,
‘who bad gone to Madrid, is accom-
,..H by four civil guards, four po-
lice inspectors and two of the best

ives in the service. It is ex-

d that they will occupy-a special

car with the prisoners, whose arrival
in Paris is awaited with intense in-

[ erest. The affair’ continues to be
. universal topic for- discussion, and
even aftects the Christmas rejoicing,
many of thé holiday novelties depict-

ﬂll phases in the famous case.”” One

of these is a miniature Humbert safe

a¢ empty as that Which induced bhank-
ers and others to fend millions to the

Humberts. The “nature of the legal

.. proceedings has not yet Ween definite-
iy settled. The statement in the ex-
tradition papers that the accused -are
“charged with swindling and irregular
pankruptey proceedings gives a gener

- o} jdea-of-the-lines of the ‘prosecution
The creditors are iefly interested in
rescuing the remnant of their assets,
atid plans are on foot for a meeting
of the creditors, with the view ol ar
ranging for an equitable division.

Paris, Dec. 29 —The members of the
Humbert family, who were'recently
arrested in Madrid in.connection with
 the great safe frauds, in this city, ar-
rived at lhe Oﬂranx Railroad station
here, at 7 o'clock this morning
There V\;as fo demonstration. The
prisoners were conducted to the. con-
ciergerie prison.

The arrival of the famous fugitives
was devoid of sensational incidents,
as the French police had chosen an
‘hour for their refurn when Paris was

The crowd at the

jiroad - station “was comparatively

. gmall, but a large force of police and
-~ goldiers,

mounted and on foot, was
~drawn up in front of the station and
guarded all the street approaches in
* urder to prevent the possibility of a
popular demonstration. A number of
the chief functionaries of the prefect-
~gre were on hand to personally sup-
grintend the prisoners’ arrival.
The men and women of the Hum-
pert party were kept separate during
and
they were brought from the train in
two separate parties. The women
" tame first, leaning on the arms of ol
fieers. . Madam Humbert was dressed
but she “was
réadily recognized by her stout figure
Her voung daughter, Fva, was the
most  pathetic looking of the trio.
She was followed by her weeping sis-
wr, Marie, who played the leading
tole jn Madame Humbert's fabric
Mlle. Marie did not show the bravado
p exhibited at Madrid, but

rick Huthbert, Madame Hum-
'S hushand, looked completely
brdlen  down Romain D’ Aurignac
his wile, Emile; maintained the
I, deflant attitude they had shown
oughout The party passed
ough double lines of police to the
lages in wajting. Detachments
mounted police officers surrounded
’hvehlclea‘, which were driven at a
Ibtling pace through the gathering
Wowlds o the concieregerie,
had - bheen made
Bive the prisoners
Fhe return 6f the Humberts to
| Paris is the absorbing topic for dis
®ssion throughout the city, indeed
ﬁlm;houl France, as po event since
W return of Dweyfus has aroused
"Bk intense interest, Afl classes of

where

o re-

" Biety are equally interested, as the

Houn bert '« operations were so colos
Ml and so interwoven with the fore
MOSt personages in France that their
B was viewed with apprehensior
&M awe. Crowd from all parts of
B0 city ware ready to asscmble at
$Wtion and give the prisoners a
- Ssordecly reception, buf the secrecy
82 the police bafMed the mobs, and
Biitted the Humberts to be landed
Sty and  swiftly inside the grey
conclerges e During the
WOning a crowd gathered in front of
h Prison, but detachments of police
Pevented any disorder :
“D present surroundings of the
8 are "in  striking, contrast
‘m the magnificence of their fromer
- ulatia) residence on the Avenue de
18 Grang Atmed, where for a century
Humberts entertained cabinet
Mintsters and presidents and swayed
finances.  The public’ had
’ the sincerity of the govern-
:: I ever attempting to bring
e fugitives, owing to the po
Shook which was sure to fol-
the arrival of the prisoners
Benerally -accepted as showing
" PUTpose of the authorities 0
N0 means for the prosecutign
Pinishment of the accused. - The
NO® "of ﬂ\e conciergerie as a place
t is a further indication

S GAINED M'LLIONSi

Bl

as this prison is part of the palace of
justice, where only prisoners await-
ing immediate trial are confined. The

berts have not
Owing to the beliei of the authorities
that Eva Humbett was the lnno(fnl‘
victim of her mother's operations, |
they proposed to entrust her to- the |
custody of her grandmother, Madame |
Gustave Humbert, widow of the|

| former minister of justice in the D(’-i

fieycinet cabinet,
tively ~declined

but Mlle. Eva posi- |
the proposal, declar-|
ing her purpose to remain with her |
n.other in prison The * attitude r)f[
the girl excites universal sympathy.
Later.—The aged grandmothér made
a personal appeal to be given charge
of Eva. Two judgés summoned the |
girl, and, after a’ formal’ interrogat-
ory, committed her to the care of the
grandmother They were driven to
the Rue Conde, where the modest
home of the late minister of justice
is situated The “judges during the
day also interrogated Romain D-Au-
rignac other members of the |
family. confined to ques
tions of identity The did not
enter merits of
Mme. Humbert and
figures were too overcome
citement - and Mme
rert complained of feeling sick
doctor was hastily summoned,
said was nothing
condition. The
strict precaution
bility of
In spite of
dan‘e Flumbert
liminary
had. not yet
ol Detectives
the judges Madame
which seized at
are valued at $16,000,
an insignificant ren
princely possessions of
also turned the
curities seized
HISTORY OF THE FRAUD
To coin $14,000,000 from an empty |
safe supposed to contain the treasure
leit by a mythical Ameriean million-
aire and to keep up swindling opera-
tions for years, the achieve
ments of the Humberts just arrested
i Madrid, who fooled Parisian bank-
ers, statesmen, and tradesmen. In
the history of all swindling games
there was never so daring a method
of raising vast sums of money, as the
safety of the culprits depended at all.
times on a seal which could have
been broken by a thumbnail

and
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When the swindlers started to work,
their asset located at
Avenue de la Grande Armee The
copening of that sale, years after the
wealth of the million
aire’' was supposed to have been de-
posited therein, the greatest
swindle of the century. Women, with
borrowed upon the strength ol
had been courted by
of Paris. Bankers,
that hardly is

millions of
on a fradulent
box

was a safe 65

‘American
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and on the production of
documents by Mme. Ham-
bert, the was started on
long and * prosperous career During
the years of the swindling operations
the shadowy phantomlike Crawiotds
were unl\ referred 0. No real Craw-
pfords in flesh and blood ever appear-

was duly
3

s
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plans for the prosecution of the Hum- | imagination
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| age,
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{ all

| objects
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Eseems to have become aware of his
| existence, his desires, his
| Immediately this information was ob- |
tainéd by her, she swooped down .
| the victim, made use of her
tous gifts of persuasion,
| came away with the man’s savings in
her pocket.

The

tu protect their rights. In faci, it is
now known that the existence of the
(‘rawford -nephews was entirely 1u the
of the Parisian swind-

v

Mme. Humbert said she never had‘|
to borrow any money. She had
immense private fortune outside
the vast wealth bequeathed to her by
the kind-hearted American, but  of
course, if Parisian bankers wanted tc
lend money at reasonable rates
the title deeds and securities left
Crawford, Mme. Humbert was
fied. The Crawford nephews - were
very obliging. They wanted the will
of their iincle to be carried out and
the families of Humbert and Craw-
ford united Documents from the
l!epfxews were produced, giving Mme
Humbert;, guardian of the fortune
the right to invest in French rentes
and to take therefrom a rev
enue of 365,000 francs

Marie d'Aurignac, however,
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