of His Thumbs That Are Said
ean Death to His Enemios—
Killing of Acosta, His Rival.

moment Cipriano Castro,
. President of Vemezuela,
m more truth than l.ouis

ﬂﬁm said it: “I am the
Cutxo is Venezuela.

2 mha President, more

Dictator, works as silently |

mt in rubber shoes. Just |

4§ popularly _Supposed to_be

ﬂtq world beyond

for: Soonér or later ke

' on® or +another of his

Guzman @ Blanco,  who

in Paris; Crespo, who

h battle. Andrade, who is

g for his living in Trini-

ft is not likely that he will de-

ke°bis immediate predecessor,

who. escaped through the

: of *the palace as Caswo

soldiers crashed in at tre

] to Dsrbados and Venezu-

hgl; W.U.h in:

t the boat back to

#% note saying: ‘T reburn

p DAYy, you may need it your-

L "Castro’s  aspirations Jean

the Blanco method of exit

golden exile. People in his

tell of frequent shipments

sent lbrotd by the thrirty

o _rilés ot 'wiﬂl tongue or pen
on! but with his thumb. A<
es that thumbd to the left, to
tight, 50 is the’ law, as Simon
- “Thumbs up, thumbs down."
Iast year in the Prado, a
i Lopez fired a pistol point
Ctatm 8 Tace. By a miracie
went astray. When the
assassin was brought before
~the. Dictator —jerked — his
toward the door, and Iopez
oWi into the Black Hole of
fs, the Rotunda, Recently,
the judge of the Superior Court
gted the prison, none of the pris-
als could  remember having
¢ after the first days of his
fation. ‘‘Escaped,” said the
ol the prison, but vifered no
i The verdict of Caracas, when
“fold <the tale, was ‘“Mur-
buried “in the jail.” Per-
‘hadl jerked his thumb
|

for has the face of a tired
“eyes of the  ferret, the
ﬂ‘mlﬂy By temperament

,m, irritable, impatient,
ebility finding expression
in his thumbs. Of gov-
has shown that he knows
M a chief. of bandits. By
) d the “‘Clown of Mira
¢ which needs explana-

,\ M of —the capital city
4 paluce which has an-exten-

SRl entizely of steel ‘Ihe
leg llin Flores, and was
of Crespo when that

il was present. The
has  two rooms, like

D

G

ipnts in a safe deposit vault;
8 strong box of a place the

o)
'
v/ spends  most of his time

#  Senor Castro. The steel
Ik smrthiquake. proof. The Cas-
naturally by their fear of
3 When the town of
M, years ago, was shaken from
8 crumb from a table-
Castro was the only

o( ht family. to escape the
0 Bimsel! stood on

the town and saw his
b like a-house of cards
of those within. Again
the great  Caracas
in the dead of night
0 from his bed. Then in
be jumped through a win-
paved court and broke his

i

el gl

% next day he moved from the

House, the Wta House ' of
Venezuela; to Mira Flores. And thero
in the wing where “walls, floor and |-
ceiling are all  of steel, the Castros
eat and sleep.”

Incidentally, the man who p“hlhh-
ed the verses in -which the Dictator
was named Clown of Mira Flofes, one
Dr. Pedro Migares, is:at this moment
languishing in . the Rotumua, having
{"been confined them since last* April,
when his poem first appeared—all this
without trial and by the simple man-
jdate of Castro’s thumb.

That the steel house is bullet proof
lis an added point of merit, in thé
Dictatior’s eyes. That which Castro
most fears is nob earthquake,
nature, but human kind. Wete he to
camp on the summit of Vesuvius the
{ uncertainty of the prolongation °of
{ his_career could not be greater than
{1t is as  the Dictator of Venezuela.
The country over which he rules is a
volcano * and Caracas is its crater.
And when comes the eruption. the firs{
viohm will be Castro.
IA_revolutionary ammy is mobilizing
in the field.  Colombian revolution-,
ists are pouring over the border to
lend a. hand to their Venezuetan
brothers, with the understanding that
the. attention will be reciprocated
when Castro i§ overthrown and Col-
ombia becomes the seat of war.

That Venezuela has a revoltionary
party is,- of coursé, not remarkable.
The conservative elemenit-of one Ad-
ministration javariably becomes the

ministration. But. the partidular dis-
contented party Which Ts now in the
field has a special grudge against
Castro. The Dictator shot the revo-
lutionist leader; Gen. Acosta. Now,
in that country, where such leaders
are as thick as tramps along a rail-
road, never before has one been pun
ished by death. - But Castro said: <7
-ever iy - soldiers capture Acosta he
shall be . shot.”” So last February,
when the revolutionist was taken, the
Dictator sent an order for his cap-
tors to get Acosta into Caracas iw-
fore the 20th, that he, Castro, might
have the pleasure of supervising the
execution. Failing this, the order
was to shoot Acosta on the 10th,
wherever he might be.

When came the 19th the prisoner
was still {2 0 miles by horse from the
capital; and so Acosta, one of the
bravest soldiers in Venezuela, was
made to kneel in the middle of the
road, with Ws back to the firing
squad, and thus was carried out an-
other sentence promounced by Cas-
tro's thumb.

To appreciate the importance of the
date of this ocgurrence it is neces-
sary to state that Feb. 20 was (he
day on which Castre ealled his con-
gress. together, changed the .constitu-
tion to suit his own purposes, and
declared - himself no lomger Dictator,
but Constitutional President.  The
constitution forbids ecapital punish-
ment. As Dictator, Castro might
shoot ' Acostas by the score and 'his
legal right to do'so would only be a
matter of dispute. But once he be-
camo¢ the chief executive umder the
constitution such an act would be
illegal beyond question, and Castro,
immune as Dictator, would be sub-
ject to con as president.

Castro’s wn{oldiets love him not
“He took away our/ thin uniforms,”
they say, ‘‘and dressed us up in cloth
uniforms d ocaps, like Fremch sol-
diers, / des, bhe seldom pays us
So he// is glad when we desert, simply
pumyg n¢w mem in our places.”’ The
oﬂ’l { Ctmro’n army, however,

no/ complaint. For every  time
tbe Dictator usés the military as the
insfrument for making a golden haul
the officers get the drippings. To
illystrate :

Last fall the soldiers reported that
three rich Caracas merchants were
hoprding  gold  w thin their homes.
The Dictator ordered that each of
th?se |men be taxed $60,000 for.:the
“support of the government.” The
merchants refused %o pay. Castro
tumed them over = to certain army
officers, who, having made them
prisoriers, kept them tied fo stakes
facing the sun all day, and facing an
electric light all night. Half blinded
and almost crazed by their sufferings,
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they at last yuldd and paid
OI"! " ~

—Angfher case was .. not  quite
profitable

military stafl. = A German merchant
arrived in Chracas and

in ‘cash.

coutitry,” hut demanded that it be |

paid over for *'government support.' | | mies.
The man was arrested and tort.ured ever, handed

until he understood th‘t it was

diers to the place where the treasure
was hidden. A lew weeks later one

of the Kaiser’s cruisers Put in at La|Castro’s mind
not ' Guayra/ the captain hurried ‘over to!place.
Caracas and demanded not only H-c‘

$12,000, but the punishment of

subject. Castro, livid of face,
dated on the spot, and the guilty
members of his staf  are still in
Maracaibo prison. P

Castro  has' not. g single friend
among the foreign representatives in
Caracas. All the members of the dip-
lomatic corps, on bebalf of country-
men Wio have interests in Venezuela
watch Castro. with suspicious, un-
trusting eyes. For the Dictator has
more than once openly asserted that,
it he could, he would anmul all con-

so | give them
to .either Castro or his|them off *

prooeeded to | verted as Castro wills.
collect bills to the amount of $12,000 | receml)

Castro not only forbade tlie | eral that
German to take the money out of the | ;f

HS tor of the concessionaire.
money or his life, and so led ‘the sol- | of the matter

the| can asphalt people are getting  very

excited. Take them fo a saloon and
some jce cream to cool

Even the course of Justice &' per-

his legal arguments in

in favor of the

The . Attorney-General,

| was that the Attorney-

a lawyer who agreed to

was- appointed in hLis

The law of Venezuela commands the

the | Judge f the Superior Court in each
officers who had maltreated a German | federal district to

inspect prisons,
sefves how
ing, hear their complaints and pro-
vide remedies The Judge of the
Caracas district  has very recently
not (mh complied with this law, but |

also “made public the result” of his m-|

vestigations He mentions facts
proving . that under Castro's govern-
ment justice does not run in the path
of law, that tnere are individuals in
the prisons who were committed by
Castro’s agents instead of by the

{ General was compelled to resign and |
think with |

hqm— ascertain through the prisoners tnem- thing as a neat relation
their cases are progress- |

consider how

his living.
Plughing or driving a truck team |

was out of the guestion with him aad |

he finally decided to fit up a wagon

The Dictator |and drive abotit the country tinkering
informed the Attorney —Gﬂn-'(k)( ks
the | secured and
amous asphalt dispute ought, to - be|looking hammers, duck-billed pinchers
cofeessionaire’s emx—“aud what nof;
how- | posing air to
d down an opinion in fav-| miscellaneous
The upshot |parts of clocks

Accordingly’ a' light
fitted out with

rig was |
queer-

then
the

to give an im=
outfit he added a
assortment of extra
such as dials, point-
springs, ete. - Most
the ingenuity

which

lers, verges, clock
important of all
and good nature
{he supplied himself

Driving

was
of a \‘x' kee
leisurely along over the
|country roads, he would pick out a
| house, alight, hitch- his to a
hospitable some-
would do

here, madam?’

horse

post ar
pe ar

saunter in
““Got any sick clocks
ask

tyle of

he would
This ion _generally

| succeeded  and d sabled {

were brought to light

{. “What's the matter w

anyws would

imepieces

th the clock,
ay?”’ he say as he ex-
Txamined a clock. Then whole
story of its rise and fall would follow

‘““Been

the

prying inte the 2 with
the handle of a feather duster?”
'No, sir; nothing of the kind

’lram
wire that kept it in place and away |
spifning hke

Imeat between

he was gmng to earn | clock tinker's ﬁngers the small verge

that held in  check the p
sSpring by locking into

the crown wheel at the
was slipped from

went the entire train
mad. A slight pressure
finger against the

coaster brake and the tra
brought to a nard\ ill
the  enchanted can
moved and the metal
allowed to sink to the I
magic fluid  -contained

giving the tightly-wound m
| chanee to

splash in the
was completely unwound
When the wheels had ce
the clock tinker would
ment out and rub it dry
step was to lubricate it
placing one-half of a
the jaws
billed pincers
pressing out the oil, wh
the agency of
put back on the little wir
into the cfown wheel one
springs newly wound and
eSCing patient was well
10 recovery. The moven
back in its own place

a broom
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cessions of land granted to torelgnerslconrh that a number of newspaper

by his predecessors, and sell the san.e
over again to mhers He wt,'mll\

in selling

e sum of $40,000,
ted a concession of
to

murdez. This, in ~ numhell
was /the cause of the asphalt war. Tn
the first days of this mdl?smal fight

the 'then United States Minister, Mr |

Loomis,
Castro
should protect =An...ican | interest in
their country in order tp encourage
the investment of American capital
in the development of Venezuelan in-
dustries. Mr. Loomis concluded wiuk
the statement that Castro’s attitude
toward the asphalt company was op-
posed to the policy just putdined. and
was cafculated to anmg&;nllw Yankee
ital. To which Castre, in his re-
pl , gave this token of mu-mt.um.xl
ocoultesy :
“Well, Mr. Loomis,

in a formal confgrence with |
suggested that (Vemezuelans!

those Ameri-
i

men in the prisons have been waiting edge unloosed itsel
for months, and are stil waiting, for | afid fallen ¥o the fMloor |
;\hell,

trial, and that the! most ghocking !
abuses are¢ practised wit
on walls.” Following
of these revelations,
ed the lower judges to
once with the

proceed

lawfully deprived of their liberty.
orders will be carried out,
Castro has thrown him
prison to the fate of those
whom he tried to help

not
just infn

share

The Clocks-

A man en ‘plmmi as a fitter of pan.b tra parts, tne queer king |
movements in a | and
Connectjcut clock lactory received no- | would alse bring

or finisher of clock

that
stated

tice some years ago
plant would, on &

its doors for an inxefinite
ing to depression
prevailing throughout the
On the appointed day he
other hands left their benches
the first week idleness seemed
to him a needed vacation, but as the
days rolled by without any prospect
of a resumption of work,

day,
period,
the business then

country

or so

the publication |
the jodge adu&‘r’t,ﬁe hea
at | fendin

delayed. cases. and/ to /quite gerious
order the releas¢é of all prisoners/ fin- jon, *1

diin /the pris-//siniply p

|

His | with' me and 1 am laboring
.or’

‘“Has it ever to your certain kowl-

from its moorings

i

¥o, in I-nothing of the kind, it

ered out, that's all **.
MTo bAd!"” and a doubtiul hake of
would indicate that the at-
physician considered = tE#*dase
“Well he would go
have an emergency wagon
mder the

impression that if the case
Hin-my hands # onee th

placed

vma) be restored to robust health

J

|
jwould lay out on

! place and
he had uu;'ﬂmn a

His services !nn;x.’ retained he|

Ining room {
| table in an imposi ner the ex-
ammers
hers He
would

the duck-billed pinc

but not

the entire | make Conspicuous an enchanted ~an
close ‘umtn‘lmr:g A Magic
ow- | being ready. the
iremoved first,

{Hum
and the | was
For |

fluid Everythipng
were

ame the pendu-|

hands and face
then ¢
Examination nteriog
followed by the
procedure. The spring wound
to their fullest e it and
move was taken fron
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dexterous mo

usuaily

were
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table
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ACCUST
the work

vement

; whole
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stove
ame {1
fdust
the |s

rod and ,har carefully
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the- recorde; minutes
/fick-tock

Clockman,
| 'what's your
1or chronic

goi
“Now, mr
home-lik
““Well,

our fee/is usually one dolla

said afterward the
finding' it

When business was it its
ceives worl that the fac

money

vices would be reguired

more clocks for future clock

doctor up.

In later years he explained
seems that

as follows: It
every tem balky clocks
the same disorder

pinions, and instead
nove ment

gur
apart

down
gasolene
nove the old oil that
and lint to an e
topped the clock,
1085 cleansed themselves a

o rum Ina can

The fuid

movement was taken from

it 'was in running order

swiftly 'ﬂul\mg
verge or crown wheel would act asa |

was guickly re-

take the

and with a

adjusted
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the

ol common
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