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Grovernment proposed to give a grant for wu agricul-
tuzsl exhibition or & woollen fagtory, it would be snough,

for, them in the speech to ;u_g@g, to %g in general terms.
P B

But I naed not enlarge upon (he subjest, s 1 do not
think fhat the hao. Leadsr,of the Opposiion really
expects auy very definite snswer to his questiph.

Hon, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.——The
veply of the Hon. Attorney General has dertainly been
very evasive. Il the Government have not decided
what branch of industry is to be encouraged, this part
of the Address is merely a piece of buneombe. :

Mr. BRECKEN.—There is one subjeet which may
probably come before the House this session that
should not be loeked upon 58 a party q}'xaation; Yallude
to the fisheries. It is & branch of industry wext in
impertance to agriculture. We have 2il heard how
negessary it is to the proaperity of a conutry that its
exports should exceed ita imports. Notwithstanding
all the improvemenis which are being effected in the
art of agriculture, it is not a very money-making busi-
ness ; but if we ¢ould, in zddition to farm produce,
export & considerable gunantity of fish, we might turn
the balsnce of trade largely in ourfavor. We see our
neighbors sending down vessels to our eoast, splendidly
fitted. up for fishing, and no doubt they find it remune-
zative, or they would not continue the business. We
are surrounded by fish, and if others can come a distance
snd take them ata profit, we should look after the
trade. Iam generally of opinion that a trade should
not be subsidized ; but as regards the fisheries, weare
at preseat laboring nuder g disadvantage. Asa result

“of the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty, our mackerel
- are subjected to a duty of two dollars abarrel onenter-

ing the United States; and as there is a probability
that the American Government will soon give up their
Japanaese polisy towards the Colonies, a little assitance
for a time might prevent the trade here from wholly lan-
guishing. We know that the fishing business is
generally carried on by shares—that the men employed
are paid by receiving & certain proportion of the catch,

and if the fish bring.s low price, the fishermen realize]

- but small wages, and consequently will refuse employ-

meut in Colonial bottoms. Unless, then, something is
done, it is supposed that our young wmen, who have

" become experienced in the business, will remove to the

Uanited Btates. I do notsay that these are my views;

‘but I have heard them advanced by parties at public

meetings. If the Government, however, intend io
aasisb this branch of trade, they should have said so in
the Address. As they purpose to develope the re-
sources of the Colony, t.hei ought to have stated their
{alicy. Probably befora the Session is over, we shall

ave petitions presented o this House, which will test
their views on the question of fishery bousnties,

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL. —#The bounty
question was before the House last year, and it is
strange that the hon. member for Charlottetown did not
evince the same apxiety on the matter then ns he
appears o do now. His party had a large majority
last Session, and had been for some years in power;
atill they did nothing to encourage the fisheries. We
have hed the management of affairs for only a few
weeks, and already we are called upon by the Opposi-
tion to state our policy with respect to granting a
bounty to encourage the fisheries. Such a display of

9

patriotism on the part of hon. wmembers on the uihes
side of the House, regarding s guestion which, so late
s fasy yeor, they quietly shelved, is somewhat extraor. .
‘dinary. I am deeply impressed with the importance of
8 bounty for the object reforred to, and am aware that.
my constituents feel keenly on the subject ; but the
policy of the Government is not yet fully developed on
the point, though itis just possible thut before the
close of the Seesion we may be able o do something for
this branch of business.

Hon, Mr. LAIRD.~The Hon. Leader of the Tppo-
sition is very anxzious to bear our policy. § hope
whatever ghat polisy may be, our records will not be
darkened by such proceedings as some of those of the
late Grovernment, Hon. members belonging to that
party cannot show much that they did to devdlbpe loeal
indusiry. - The only woollen factory, I believe, on the
Island, is established in the district which I have the
honor to represent. Theenterprising owner petitioned
this- House that the duty might be remitted on some
wmachinery which he was imporiing to improve his
faetory; but the late Government, I understand, threw
his petition under the table, for it was never even seen
by the member for that part of the distriet. I trust the
party at present in power will never thus turn the eold
shoulder to those who are endeavoring to develope our
manufactures. In referemce to agriculture, they bave
been tolerably liberal; they have spentsome £4000ia
establishing a stock farm, which bas-as yet sccom-
plished very listle for the benefit of the Islanid gererally.
The only share of the stock which has some to the
County in which I reside is, 1 belidve, o few liitle
pigs and one lamb. (Laughter.) Ifearthatthe farm
in question has not been properly maunaged, for I bear
that some of the young stock have been worried by the
dogs of parties who were admitted on the premises. I
am inclined totheopinion that it would be less expensive
to import stock every year than io keep up s farm for
raising pure breeds. We know that, as a general rule,
the Government cannct conduet any business so scou-
omieally as it can be done by private enterprise.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.— As re-
gards the petition to which the hon. member for
Bedeque bas referred, it was laid befors the Executive
under the rule which gives the governwent the initia-
tion of money votes. They brought it before the
members of the party iu caucus; but there was not a
majority in its favor, though I myself supported it,
and went to the store of a geutleman, who is now =
member of this House, to obtain information on the
subject. If the hon. member’s colleague did not ses
ths petition it was because he would not attend mect-
ings of caucus at that time; and if he thus neglected
the interests of his constituents, the blame should rest
upon bim, and not upon the Government of the day.
- With respeet to the stock farm, it was established
prineipally to avoid the risk of importation, as on ocne
occasion the Government nearly lost the whole of some
valuable animals, purchaged in Dritain, on their pas-
sage ont to this Island. Certein competent persons
were appointed to take charge of that form when it
was established, among whom were the Hon. George
Beer, Dr. Jenkins, the present Liberal member for the
oity—and last but nob least, Hon. Alexander Laird,
the father of the hon. member {or Bedeque, and if they

did not attend to their duty, I cannot uaderstand why



