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was enacted; « That no perfon’ ﬂlould;?ixnder‘:the.:peha!t’ybf{ five pounds,
“ Bake and fell Bread in!the faid Towns and Suburbs; without having
« firft entered into a if‘ec@g'niﬂzancg to continue the Trade for at leaft
¢ twelve months.” R T I T

"-That the Ordinances of 1777 may be confidered as ‘Experiments; ra<
ther as temporary than permanent Laws, as moft of them have.been re-
pealed, difallowed or altered, and, fome .others of them, being imprai-
cable, have not been- Car;’,ied?iq;é execution. . That they apprehend.this
experiment has been fairly tried and does not {ucceed. . That.they find
themfelves well fupplied with all the arricles of confumption, produced
in the Province, except bread, ‘Which. at times they cannot eafily pro-
cure, even when Wheat is plenty : They have therefore no doubt of be-
ing plentifully fupplied with Bread, at a rate proportioned to the crop,
- provided there were competitors.encugh inthe Frade, | S

That an experience of eightcen years has convinced the petitioners,
that the City of Montreal in place of being betterand cheaper fupplied
with Bread by means of the Ordinance, has been opprefled ‘by its ope~
ration, and obliged to pay dearer for Bread than.had the Trade of Bak-
ing been left, as all others, perfectly free. .

That could it be doubted that Monopolifts gain more than other dea. -.

lers, they could eafily prove that the Bakers in -Montreal have made .
more money than moft ether Tradefmen, and that this extraordinary.
gain is procured them by the Ordinance, which confines’the Trade to
tewerthan would otherwife follow i, ‘ Y ‘ 3 .

That the petitioners are appointed and authorized by the A& to fix
the price of Bread monthly, and have hitherto end:avoured fo to fix it,
as to{upply the Town and Suburbs with good Breadar a moderate rate :
but they .can be fupplied fully only-when the price of Wheat remains -
during the month at the fame price as on the firft Monday, or when it
Aalls ;' ‘becaule when the price of Wheat rifes the Bakers fupply the -

Town {patingly, with the View of felling what remains of theiy ftock at
an:advanced price : Alfo the individuals of the Town and Neighbour-
thood, who are in‘the habit of purchafing Flour and Baking for them.’
- felves, in this cafe, ceafe to do fo, and encreafe the d‘emand‘upon the Ba-
~kers. That theOrdinance has not given ‘to them the power of chang.-
ing the price during the month, and it neither has alcerrained, nor can it
afcertaih, thequantity of Bread to be furnifhed by each Baker 5 by fixing
the price, therefore, and preventing the Baker from atking ‘more, the)ar
neceffarily, when Wheat rifes during the month, hinder the Town and
‘Suburbs from being fupplied, and fruftrate the end of their. appoint-
ment, ‘ :
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