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import d into t ea»da end tbs amount paid In dut «■ ■ n 
three import* was M4.til.Mt Tbi* *u at tb< rate <»f
nearly 17 per rent In other word* the list cost o' a
dollar* worth of fond* wa* inert seed to II 2. by the
tarif fty the time the profit* of the wh •Icsale nrd reta Î
me-rbant* were added the Cost We* at hart II <• 
Aid thi* i* not all Ry re aeon ol the protection aflorded 
h»m* manufacturer* the latter were put m a P* « <*• to 
add a proportionate amount to the selling price ol IH* 
ooo.ihni worth of manufactured rood* producid in thi* 
Count I y Hull in the fare ol all thi* manufacturer* are 
seeking to eecure an addition to the protection now en 
joyed by them They are endeavoring to obtain thi* by 
worklnr through both the great political partie* It i* 
up to farmer* do use the eame mean* to Compel a redur 
Una rather than an increase in the burden* imposed

our brethren n Michigan some year* ago earned on 
a eimllar campaign in the matter of railway taxation 
They made use of their connection with both po" It leal 
partie* in that state to urge the fair taiatu n of rail­

way* and a* a result railway* in Michigan today pay 
about I«00 per mile In telation as uca nst flou here 
By following the esample *0 well *et we may eecure the 
reform* herein advocated

J G LKTHBRIUGB. Master 
W y W FISHKR, Secretary

Toronto. Sept S. mi

Here'* a half doren for the West 
tl) Government Ownership of Terminal* 
ill Special binning in same throughout the year 
ill Government Ownership and operation of thF Hud 

son's Bay Railway.
141 The employment of the natural resources In the 

•land* of the crown to build and equip and operate it 
such as timber, cement and >oal.

ill The retention of the town site* along the line to 
be cold or leased by the Crown to those who build 
thereon.

1(1 The sale of land contiguous to the railway at 
price* baaed on the value of the several parce ■ due to 
characteristics and distance from station

THE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF RAILROADS
I. STATE RAILWAYS AS EMPLOYERS

An- important question in connection with the sucre** 
attained I y rusting State railways is the condition of 
the employees Of course the wage* pa d are not a* high 
a* the wages In the Vnltrd State*, but If State railway 
employment te compared with private employment In the 
■erne country, or in countries of similar condition*. It 
will be found that the employee* of the public railway 
system* are a* a rule better satisfied and a higher clan* 
of men. than ran be found elsewhere It I* true that 
some countries, notably Italy and Rumania, have had 
troubles with their railway employee*, but. while these 
cases are eireption* in regard to publicly owned rail­
way*. there are hardly any private road* anywhere, 
which have not. at some time or other, had trouble* 
with employee* who have been dissatisfied with their 
treatment We have previously compared German State 
railway* with Rngllsh private railroad* in certain re 
•pert* It may be profitable for u* to complete our 
comparison by a reference to the manner In which each 
system handle* itp employees Private monopoly in Kng 
land ha* made Itself subject to the same charge ns 
American railrohd*. that of working the railway employ­
e's unreasonably long hour*, although it must te admit­
ted that such eitrenie cases as weie brought f. rth in 
this country during the investigation* c nnected w th 
some o, jRttr most terrible railway accidents about a year 
ago. have not been heard of in England In Germany, 
however, the hours of duty are strict y limit d Th’ 
working hours of 70 per cent of the ’ocomotive i.nd train 
men is leas than 10 hours a day and does not exceed 11 
hour*. except in emergen y cases, for any trainrmn In 
the State railway shop the working time is limited to 
t hour*

On the Sweetish State ra lways no general rules have 
been laid down as to the length of the working day 
The principle of rendering the service of the Iran stall 
a* easy as possible, is. however, app icd a<e far as po* 
sible With regard to Sunday labor, rednetie ns have 
been made in connection with the freight traffic Neither 
receiving or delivering of freight takes place on that day. 
and a number of freight trains regularly run on week 
days are not run on Sundays It is also the practice on 
all the government line* to provide for one Sunday of! 
every third week for all employees, and they also have 
fifteen days' leave of absence yearly ynth full pay The
minimum compensation paid to the cheapest class of

employees is 1311 a year, m lading compemnt on fo- 
rlothing The average minimum compensation on Amiri 
can roads is tl 32 per day. or 1440 a year for 333 work 
me days, this number being the number o' working days 
on the Swedifh State railroads for each employee. Con­
sidering the average cost of living, this comparison is 
most favorable to the public y owned systems considered 

un all the larger publicly owned systems the employ­
ee* are retired with a pension at a certain age, their 
employment Is steady, and they need fear the futqre far 
less than the employees on many of our ratlroadi. where 
the first pinch of depression In trade throws thousands 
out of employment.

1 WORKING EXPENSES.
It has been charged, and with very plausible reasons, 

that government administration of railroads would be a 
far more expensive bus ness venture, considered merely as 
such, than results from private management. Few people 
even the most ardent advocates of government ownership, 
would feel Justified in arguing on this subject, unless sup­
pôt ted by actual figures from practical rtsuits.

There are also a great many ptop'e who bel eve in 
government ownership In principle, and who would be 
willing to support its application in practice, if they 
were confident that the cost of adm nistratlon would not 
be out of all proportion to the cost of private manage 
ment. Of course it is true that logically the railways 
shou'd be owned by the government, no matter what'the 
cost of administration, becaus? the railways to-day con 
stitute our most important njibllc highways, sr.d we have 
outgrown tbe titre of toll-roads, and highway franchies 
We do not need, however, to argue this matter against 
any such odds ns would be necessary if we advocated 
something that would be commercially improfitable. We 
have a'ready shown that State railways have always 
been self supporting, and that they also, as a rule, have 
paid a fair, and sometimes, a high per cent of interest 
on the capital invested Surprising as it may seem to 
the superficial observer, even the cost of the administra­
tion proper is in general not higher for government rail­
roads than for private roads. This we shall immediately 
show by figures^ which Were a few years ago collected by 
English authorities. . *

The proper basis for a com par! son between the ad­
ministration cost of government and private railroads i» 
obvious’y to compare State roads and private r ads in


