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TAKING EDUCATION TO THE FARMERS

In this issue we publish an article en-
titled ““The County Agent.”” which de-
serves the careful consideration not
only of farmers but of all those interested
in improving agricultural conditions in
this country. This story gives an inti-
mate account of the work done and the
results accomplished by a county agent
in the State of Minnesota. The fune-
tion of the county agent, we presume,
would be somewhat the same’as that of
the agricultural secretaries now beine
appointed in some of the municipalities
of Saskatchewan. It will be a matter
for the governments and the farmers to
decide upon as to whether the condi-
tions in this country would warrant the
appointment of county agents to assist
farmers in making their business more
profitable, their farm homes more com-
fortable and their social environments
more pleasant.  In Minnesota the Fed-
eral Government, the State Government
and the local authorities have united to
support the county agent, and this re-
cord of the work in one county demon-
strates beyond a shadow of a doubt that
the venture has been a great success.
In--Western Canada we have experi-
mental farms located eentrally and we
have agricultural schools and agricul-
tural colleges. Undoubtedly each
one of these institutions is doinga splen-
did work, but all of them reach no more
than a very small percentage of farmers
on the farms. -A great many of the
disadvantages of farming in Western
Canada are due to economic handicaps,
but it is also certain that the majority of
our farmers, like the majority of men
in other lines of business, could greatly
improve their methods with correspond-
ingly better financial results. It is gen-
erally recognized that the future pros-
|u-rit"\' of Western Canada is almost
completely dependent upan the pros-
perity of the agricultural industry, and
it is an absolute fact, tho not quite so
widely admitted, that the agricultural
industry is more heavily handicapped
than any other industry in this country.
The county agent proposition has been
tested and proved to be a success in
Ontario. where several counties have
shown exceptional development due to
the work of these local agricultural
representatives, and now that every-
body is talking “back to the land,” it
must be understood that the “back to
the land.. movement can never be a sue-
cess until farming is placed upon a
profitable basis.  The county agent has
proved successful in Minnesota and On-
tario.  Why should not the same insti-
tution be successful in the Prairie
Provinces?

THE VALUE OF GOOD BOOKS

There is no one thing that will bring
to the farm home more lasting enjoy-
ment and more wholesome pleasur
than a shelf of real good l;_nulh. I'he
farmer and his family are in a pect-
liarly favorable position to secure more
of the benefits and pleasures from lu:t_»lx-
than any other class of people.  The
farm home is located miles from the

“moving picture show, the theatre. the

lecture halls and those other attractions

which occupy so much of the time of

l""’l’]" living in cities and 1(;‘\\'“.‘.. Illl“
farmer and his wife and his chilc !‘f!i
spend more winter evenings aroull

their own  fireside ~with  their family
ciercle complete than any other class of
people in the world.,  Sometimes this
i=olation gives the farmer and his wire
a feeling of loneliness, bult thousands
of families oult on our farms are never

<o happy nor so comfortable as when

sitting around the fire of a winter's
evening, cach one reading a book or
listening to one member of the family
reading aloud.  There is as much real
enjovment to be derived from reading
aloud a good book as there is from any
other source, and every good book thal
is read develops a taste and a desire
for more books.,  The farmer is vitally
interested in more subjects than any
other man, and for that reason he has
a wider range of books to select from.
There are hooks dealing with his busi
ness of farming that will help him to
improve his system ol work: there are
books dealing with questions that affeet
him as a citizen: there are books deal-
ing with the waork of the farm women,
and there are just real good books that
deal with life that appeal to al human
beings and that make everyvone who
reads them better men and women. The
fargner and his family have mare e
for reading in the winter than the town
or city family because their evenings are
not so much interrupted and 4here are
not so many demands to attend to other
things of doubtful importance.  This
fact is the very reason why farmers are
the most thoughtful people in our coun

fry. They have more time to think over
the “questions about which they read
than other people have.  The reading

habit is a good-one to encourage, and
if nothing but good books are read il
develops into a pleasure and almost a
passion that fills the vacaney that other

wise would exist in the farm life. Nol
many vears ago books were pretty ex

pensive, but every year sees them grow

ing cheaper. A few dollars every vear
spent in the purchase of good books
will soon develop a library that will be
the most valued of houschold treasures.
When once a good book is read it he-
comes a personal friend.  Many people
when they find a good book, keep it and
read it every year and find something
new in it every time they read it The
farmer's book-shelf need not be a large

one at the beginning. Hallf a dozen
zood books on the shelf, side by side
with the Bible and “Pilgrim's Pro
gress.” will furnish an exeellent be

vinning, and if a few more are added
every vear there will be arsplendid selec-
fion by the time the children have grown
tp large enough to enjoy reading them
along with their parents. No farmer
can make a mistake in spending a few
dollars every yvear for the purchase of

;_'umi bhooks.

PROSPERITY AFTER THE WAR?

Without the least desire to encourage
pessimism we feel that it is necessary
at this time to say a_word of warning
with regard to the extravagant predic-
tions which are being made as to the
prosperity which is to come to Canada
on the termination of the war, A
great flood of immigration, we are told,
is to turn towards Canada as soon as the
conflict in Europe is over, and hundreds
of thousands of French and Belgian
people, whose homes have been des-
troyed and whose homeland has been

devastated, are to make a new start
alongside hundreds of thousands more
British ex-soldiers in Western Canada.
During the first decade of the present
century Canada received a large immi-
gration and enjoyed great prosperity.
Consequently the over-enthusiastic op-
timists have at once jumped to the con-
clusion that when the tide of immigra-
tion once more flows into, Canada, pros-
perity will again smile upon us and we
shall all become rich.  There will un-
doubtedly be a revival of immigration
after the war, but immigration alone
will not Bring prosperity to Canada. It
was not immigration alone that brought
the prosperity of the last decade.  Ten
years ago Western Canada was able
to offer the immigrants whao Came,
into this country the hoon of cheap
land. I'ree homesteads at that time
could be obtained within a reason-
able distance of an existing railway
or right on the route of railways
which have since been  construeted,
while the best of land close to town
could be bought for a few dollars an
acre.  Farmers, with a small amount
of capital, were consequently able to
establish themselves upon the land and
make farming pay, thereby winning
prosperity for themselves and provid-
img employment for the workers in the
towns who were engaged in handling
the products of the farm and in the
manufacture and distribution of goods
needed by the farming community., It
wias cheap land and the opportunities
which cheap land gave, that attracted
immigrants to Canada from every quar-
ter of the globe and enabled them to
prosper ten years ago.  To-day there is
no more cheap land in Western Canada.,
There is still land available for home-
steading, it is true, but except in very
rare instances, the land which a home-
steader can secure at the present time
is either so far from railways and mar-
kets, or of so poor a quality, that to
make a living upon il is a very serious
problem.  Neither can the new settler
in the West obtain cheap lar Y pur-
chase, Land that was sold for $5 an
acre ten years ago is now held at $25,
and before a man can put that land to
use he must pay the price of ten years
ago in cash and a-similar amount, plus
interest, every vear for four years fto
come, Another thing which contri-
buted to the prosperity of the last de-
cade was the readiness with which Brit-
ish and foreign capital was poured into
this country for railroad construction,
public works, buildings and other pur-
poses of development, Without this
borrowed money, and the money which
many of the settlers brought with them,
we should not have been able to employ
or to' house the immigrants who have
been coming to our country, and every-
one knows how the curtailment of loans
from Furope brought business depres-
sion to Canada long before the war
broke out. It is not likely that Euro-
pean capital in any large amounts will
be available for investment in Canada
immediately after the war, and the
greal majority of the Belgian, French
and British people, who are expected to
emigrate to Canada, will reach this
country penniless. Under these cir-
cumstances the immigration authorities
will be faced with the most difficult
problem of their lives in finding these

people employment, and it is open to
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