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Religious Education.

While the subject of religious education 1s
interesting manyv among oursclves so deeplv,
it mayv be useful to note what School Boards
are doing in the Old Countrv. We are in-
formed that the London School Board are
making what is practically a new departure
in regard to their evening schools. The com-
mittee have been considering the question of
opening  them in Voluntary Schools. At
present there are three schools in which they
have an arrangement for this purpose. but in
two of them the Board also hire the buildings
for day schools. The third school is in the
somewhat exceptional district of the Itahan
mission in Hatton-garden. It is proposed
therefore, that the chairman of the committee
shall move the following resolution at the
earliest opportunity: “That a letter be for-
warded to the managers of Voluntary Schools
stating that the Board contemplate the onen-
ing of evening schools in suitable Voluntary
School premises, where the Board think that
further evening school accommodation®1s
desirable; and stating further that if they
(the managers), are willing to accept this
offer, the Board will be prepared, (a) to pay
all expenses, including the payment of the
cleaner, and a sum sufficient to cover the cost
of fuel and light; (b) to allow the managers
a representation, say two of their number,
on the body of managers for the evening
schools 1n the district; and (c) to appoint
without competition the head teacher of the
day school as responsible teacher of the even-
ing school, if the evening continuation
schools committee think the teacher suitable.”

Sociability in the Church.

“People often speak of congregations as
sociable or unsociable, and figuratively, as
warm or cold. They complain of some, in
which even members are ignored by the ma-
jority, while strangers are hardly noticed.
You will hear them say, I have gone to that
church for years, and no one speaks to me.
Then there are other churches, where people
find quite another atmosphere. Everything
is warm and pleasant. You meet with 2

friendly greeting at the door, are shown
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<t lividual into stone, hut we

believe that re are ple in this country,

1 of Dritish blood, who are adepts at that

old wav of looking.”  So far, we quote from

the “Lutheran.” and with warm approval. for

we believe that we have here the secret

of many of cur own losses, and manyv of the

th The fault here

cains of other communions

mentioned  is probably  chargeable  upon
Anglicans more than upon any other Chris-
tian community. \We are shy people. espec-
allv in matters of religion. We do not like
to be interfered with. and we do not like to
interfere with others. Dut this may be car-
ried too far. If other communions lay them-
selves out to gain adherents, and Anglicans
are indifferent. we know quite well what the
consequence will be.  Quality 1s a great thing,

no doubt: but we must also have quantity.

Conversions from Rome.

We copy the following interesting intel-
ligence from the New  York Tribune, of
December 18th: “The ‘Emancipation from
Rome’ movement spreads apace and gathers
power in Fastern Europe, assuming propor-
tions which make it an object of sertous con-
cern at the Vatican. It has extended to 323
localities in Upper and Lower Austna,
Bohemia, Styria, Moravia, Corinthia and
Salzburg.
numbered by thousands.  So far, the Church

Its converts to Protestantism are

has found no means of checking it, and its
symptoms are those of a new reformation.”
This communication is of deep interest in
more ways than one. Readers of Macaulay’s
Essay on Ranke will remember his descrip-
tion of the Counter-reformation in which the
Jesuits won back to the Roman Communion
large areas which had been gained over to
the Reformation. Partly by that means,
partly by the persecutions in the Thirty
Years’ War, a great part of the Austrian
dominions was recovered. It would appear
that this process is now being reversed. It
i1s not often that such cases are chronicled,
while the Roman Catholics are ever on the
alert to make known their gains. It may en-
courage our own fellow-workers to learn that
the gains are by no means all on one side.

The American Ambassador on Reading..

Many excellent counsels have been given
with regard to the best way of getting ac-
quaintance with books and literature. An
excellent address on the subject was delivered

by Mr. Choate, the American

at the opening of a public

library at Acton
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Saturday edition of the New York Timesthc
¢ e as
follows: N ow you have ot thc lihrarv l;O
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shall vou make the most and best of it? That
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1S a’great question. It is dui
uite ey;.
dent that a man cannot read e\'er)’thing
Most of us have very little time for readi :
\What shall we do? Great schol s
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a suburb of London.

ars and sages
\ o remembering.
Bacon’s is the best.  He says: “Some books
are to be tasted, others to be SW&“Owed, and
some few to be chewed and digested.” Books,

have laid down rules worth

like the novels of the day, that you can read
best by judicious skipping, are to be tasted
at the rate, say, of one an hour, or one an
The books to be swallowed are
those, I think, which may be read once, The
books to be chewed and digested are - the
Old Fuller, a,
great reader himself, savs: “Memory is like

cvening.

gold nuggets of lhterature.
a purse. If it be overfull so that it cannot
shut, all will drop out of it.” That is very
true.  You must remember it when trying to
make the best of vour library. T would like
to find some mode of remembering the best
parts of what I have read. Some generations
ago men remembered a great deal more of
what they read than they do now. It was a
day of fewer and dearer books, when the
houschold library was made up of such
volumes as the Bible, - Shakespeare, Milton,
and Plutarch’s ‘Lives.”  Our Puritan fore-
fathers read the Bible through every two
vears, each man in the presence of his family.
[t was onc of the best things they did. What
They knew the Bible by
heart, and it had a vast influence on their
language, their morals, and their character.
That is the way in which you may be sure
of retaining a good memory. Read less and
read it over and over again. The habit of
committing something to memory daily is
invaluable, yet we abandon it as we grow
If it were kept up, a man at fifty or
sixty would remember as well as a boy, and
would carry with him to the end a vast deal
of rich and happy thought to gladden his life.
I would rather read one of the best hundred
books three times than three books outside
the hundred once each. A good book in-
proves on acquaintance, like a perfect work
of art. A bad book does not. That is 3
valuable test. Let me give you another saj°
ing from Carlyle. It is this: ‘If time is prect
ous, no book that will not improve by "
peated reading deserves to be read at 3%
Lastly, I would say, read what you like. B
not read anything merely because other
people like it. Select some good author of
subject that excites your admiration;
read over and over again.”

was the result?

older.

The Churchmen’s Union.

We have, on several occasions, draw? ”
tention to this society, the result of a seces
sion of the more moderate members of the
English Church Union, and which has f‘l):
its secretary the Rev. Dr. W. F. CObU’
formerly assistant secretary of the ECY-
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