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HALIFAX, N.S. DECEMBER 7. 1878.
CHANGES IN THE ECONOMY OF 

THE METHODIST CHURCH OF 
CANADA, EFFECTED BY THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
1878.

- _ i • f ±!t* - n • » .'A .o '
ITINERANCY.

That a minister shall not be re-ap­
pointed to a circuit within a less inter­
val than three years.

LEADERS.

It is recommended that the par- 
graph on page 78 of the Discipline 
which reads,—

“ To make strict inquiry in the Lo 
cal Preachers' Meeting once a quar­
ter into the moral character of all the 
Leaders, their punctuality in begining 
and ending their Class Meetings in 
proper time, and whatever "relate to 
their office,” be expunged, and that 
the following he substituted :—

To make strict inquiry in tbe Lead­
ers’ Meetings,’ preceding the May 
Quarterly Meeting, into the moral 
character of all the Leadei-s, their pun­
ctuality in beginning and ending their 
Class Meetings in proper time, and 
whatever relates to their office ; and if 
there bo no objection alleged and sus- 
taieed they shall continue in office for 
the year; and in case there be no 
Leaders Meeting, then the examina­
tion or inquiry shall be held at the 
Quarterly Official Meeting in May.

Thé recommendation was adopted. 
RIGHT OF PREACHERS ON TRIAL TO VOTE.

In regard to the memorial in refer­
ence to the rights of preachers on trial 
to vote in District Meetings, the Com­
mittee are of opinion that the Discip­
line is sufficiently plain and gives them 
that right.

Adopted.
TRANSFER COMMITTEE.

That the President of the General 
Conference and the Presidents of the 
Annual Conferences shall boa Commit­
tee for the transfer of ministère and 
preachers from one Annual Confer­
ence to another, subject to the regula­
tions hereinafter mentioned.

The Annual Meeting of the Commit­
tee shall be held on the day and at the 
place which the President of the Gen­
eral Conference may appoint.

All communications from Presidents 
of Annual Conferences, in relation to 
transfère from their bounds, and from 
brethren who desire a transfer, shall 
be sent to the President of the Gener 
al Conference not later than the thirty- 
first day of March in each year.

The General President shall notify 
the President of each Annual Coirfer- 
ence of all proposed or desired trans­
fers to or from his Conference not lat­
er than the fifteenth day of April in 
each year, and the President shall im­
mediately notify any member of his 
Conference affected by such proposed 
transfer.

In case there be a Conference from 
or to which no transfer is proposed 
or desired in any given year, the re 
presontativo from such Conference shall 
not be under obligation to attend the 
meeting of the Transfer Committee for 
that year.

That the Transfer Committee shall 
have authority to fix the date at whigh 

;• shall take effect.

NO. 4 8

the transfer
MISSIONS.

That every Superintendent of a Cir­
cuit be required to promote by every 
means in his power the augmentation 
of juvenile contributions to the 
of the Missionary Societies, by Sabbath 
collections, the use of cards or Mission­
ary boxes, or such other means as may 
be judged best in each locality.

That the Annual Report of the Mis­
sionary Society do contain the mis­
sionary notices as heretofore; and 
that, with a view of reducing the size 
and expense thereof, it do not contain by th 
the names of any subscribers tor a b\ th 
less sum than four dollars.

That all communications for the 
Mission Districts intended for publica- 
tion in the organs of the church, «hall 
he first examined and apnroved by the

That there be one Missionary Secre­
tary, and that the Central Board have 
authority to secure for the Mission 
office, whatever assistance in their 
judgment the necessities in the work 
may demand.

That the Committee to whom the 
Conference committed the question 
concerningthe claims of the Superannu­
ated Ministers' Fund and Supernumer­
ary Funds respectively, report that 
the claimsjof Missionaries who have tra­
velled on Circuits of such a character 
as to give no support to those funds 
have legitimate claims ont the Mission­
ary Fund—claims that have been ac­
knowledged for many years ; that in 
order that those claims may be equita­
bly aijjusted, they instruct that grants 
bo made to the Superannuated Minis­
ters’ Fund and the Supernumerary 
Fund in the proportion of six-seventh's 
to the Supcrannatcd, and one-seventh 
to the Supernumerary Fund, on condi­
tion that these funds, proyido for the 
allowance of these Missionaries in ac­
cordance with the rules of tee said 
Fund.

That all moneys collected for Mis­
sions shall pass through the hands of 
the Chairmen of Districts to the Gene­
ral Treasurers, and all moneys from 
the General Treasurers shall also pass 
through the Chairman’s hands.

ELECTIONS TO GENERAL CONFERENCE.
Instead of one member in every 

eight members in Annual Conferences 
one in every ten are to be elected.

That each Annual Conference after 
the election ot the number of minister­
ial delegates as provided in paragraph 
2, page 26 in the Discipline, may elect 
a reserve delegate, and in addition to 
"the reserve1 delegate so elected, shall 
also elect one reserve delegate for every 
ten members of the number it is in­
tended to aqnd—such reserve to take the

Slace of a delegate when by reason of 
eath or for other cause there is a va­

cancy in the delegation, in thq order 
of election as determined by number, 
provided always that the vacancy oc­
curs before the meeting of the General 
Conference. Each District may elect 
a layman as a reserve in addition to the 
number ot delegates it is entitled to 
elect, who may, upon notice from the 
President of the Conference, take the 
place of a delegate in order of election 
as determined by number, when by 
reason of death or other cause, there is 
a vacancy in the delegation, provided 
always that the vacancy occurs before 
the meeting of the General Conference.

That the basis for computing the 
number of ministers and laymen to 
compose the General Conference, shall 
be the number of ministers in full con­
nection with the Conference, and the 
number of members as found in the 
Conference, next preceding that at 
which the election is made.
POWERS &C., OF ANNUAL CONFERENCES.

That each Annual Conference shall 
have authority, by a two-thirds vote of 
the ministère present and voting, to 
locate an}" of its members at anytime 
up to the tenth year from the time of 
their reception on trial, and that such 
action of the Conference shall be final ;

Kovidod that notice of each location 
given at the preceding session of the 

Conference.
That no Chairman shall have autho­

rity to employ any person with a view 
to his reception into the active work, 
without the consent of the Annual 
Conference, or of the Special Commit­
tee thereof; and in no case shall any 
person be so employed who has been 
rejected by a Quarterly Meeting, Dis­
trict Meeting, or Annual Conference.

That no new Missions shall be estab­
lished unless by a vote of the Confer­
ence in which the Mission is proposed.

That this Conference requests the 
Presidents of the several Animal Con­
ferences to see that the Genci.il Con­
ference collection is taken up in every 
Circuit ami Mission, ai d remitted to 
the General Treasurer as soon as pos­
sible.

In the vase of distant Missions, or 
when for any cause it is impracticable 
fo" the President of the Conference to 
be present, each Annual Conference 
shall have authority to provide that 
the ordination of candidates approved 
he the Conference, shall be performed

members before 
office.

such app&ntment to

The District Meetings and Annual 
Conferences arc recommended to send 
no preacher on trial toC8Mege fora 
term of less than two years, and when­
ever possible to extend the time to 
three years.

No preacher appointed^to College 
shall be removed therefrom," except by 
authority of the President of his Con­
ference, with the consent of the Chair­
man of his District and the President 
of his. Col lege, or Dean of Theology.

That the standard of qualification 
for young men recommended to be re 
cçived into our Conferences as proba 
tionere, shall not be lower than 50 per 
cent, of the marks on the Preliminary 
Course of Study.

That any candidate who may pre­
sent a Public School Tèaeber's certifi­
cate of having passed a M^riculation 
Examination at any of ouf Universi­
ties, shall not be requiredap) be exam­
ined on the English brandies of the 
preliminary course.

GENERAL CONFERENCE PRESIDENT.

That this General Conference consi­
ders it nccossary to provide assistance 
for its President in the discharge of 
his manifold duties, and that an ap­
propriation be made from Ac General 
Conference Fund to meet the expenses 
that may be incurred.

To insert the words, “ and especial­
ly to attend as many aç possible of 
the sessions of the Anneal Confer­
ences,” between the words “ Confer­
ence” and “provided," In the 14th 
section of the Discipline, page 29.

The committee recommended that 
$1,000 bè placed at the disposal of the 
President, to cover expenses of assist­
ance, &e., to be provided a* follows :—W f •• ' - Jjp,
From the General Conference

Fund....................................$500.00
From the Mission Fund............ 300.00
From the Educational Fund... 200.00

The Report was adopted.
COURT OF APPEAL.

Each General Conference shall ap­
point a Special Committee, on the nom­
ination of the President, of not less 
than twelve persons, containing an 
equal number of ministers and laymen, 
who shall, from one General Confer­
ence to another, watch over and guard 
all the rights and privileges of our 
Church throughout the Connexion; 
promote, as far as possible, the recom­
mendations of the General Conference ; 
consider and decide upon any measures 
which may seem necessary for the gen­
eral interests of the Church, and which 
could not have been foreseen at the 
meeting of the General Conference, 
and adopt such means for tlioir aceom-

Ïlishment as it may judge expedient.
he Special Committee shall be a 

Court of Appeal having jurisdiction on 
questions of law arising in the Annual 
Conferences, and its decisions shall be 
binding on the Annual Conferences and 
other Church courts concerned. The 
decision of the Special Committee on 
appeals shall lx» final.

Committee of th«^ General Conference 
as follows : —

The Rev. Dr. IÎverson, the Rev. Dr. 
Rice, the Rev. Dr. Elliott, the Rev. I>r. 
Jeffers, the Rev. Dr. Williams, the Rev. 
Dr. Pickard, the lion. James Fc rier, 
the Hon. S. L. Shannon, the lion. W. 
(r. Strong, the Hon. J. J. Rogcreon, 
Judge Jones, and Mr. John Macdonald.

MODE OF PROCEDURE IN TRIAL.
1— The officer under whose super­

vision a trial is to be conducted shall 
furnish to the accused, at least one 
week before the trial, a copy of tbe 
charges, along with notice of the time 
and place of trial.

2— In every case of an equal division 
of votes in a Committee of Investiga­
tion. the presiding officer shall have a 
casting vote.

FROM THE MISSION ROOMS

at

e Chairman of the District, assist­
ed bv one or more ministers, accord­
ing to our form of ordination.

That the Ministère hereafter appoint­
ed to office by the General Conference 
shall remain members of the District

The Special Committee shall meet 
the call of the President of the Gen­

eral Conference, and when called to­
gether, seven men shall form a quorum, 
a majority of whom shall be comjie- 
tent to render judgement in any ease 
submitted to it. The Special Commit­
tee shall appoint its own Secretary. 
In the absence of both the President 
and Vice-President, the Committee 
may appoint its own presiding officer.

An appeal shall be laid before the 
Special Committee against any action 
or decision of an Annual Conference 
involving a question of law, and if the 
appeal is sustained the action of the 
Conference against which the appeal 
is made is not to be enforced.

All notices of appeal shall he sent 
to the President of the General Con 
feronce, and all Presidents ot Confer­
ences against which an appeal is laid, 
shall furnish, as far as can he. all the 
documentary or other evidence that 
the Special Committee may require.

Provided’ the Special Committee, 
nevertheless, shall not exeiviso any 
legislative authority, or do anything 
that may interfere with the disciplin­
ary duties of any Annua! Conference, 
or any officer of the Church.

3— A majority of the Committee ap­
pointed to conduct a trial shall consti­
tute a quorum.

4— A defendant may challenge for 
cause the proportion of two in five of 
those nominated to form a Committee 
of Investigation, that is to say, may 
challenge, not peremptorily, but for 
reasons that are deemed sufficient by 
the presiding officer.

5— A majority of the Committee are 
competent to render a verdict.

6— The presiding officer shall see 
that a correct record be kept of the 
charges, evidence, and judgment in 
the case.

7— In all cases of trial and appeal 
the presiding officer shall refrain from 
delivering any charge to the Commit­
tee or from interfering in any way 
with their liberty of judgement.

8— If the accused person evade a 
trial, by absenting himself, after suffi­
cient notice has been given him, and 
the circumstances of the accusation be 
strong and presumptive, lot him be 
esteemed as guilty-.- In such a case no 
appeal is permitted to a higher coart.

9— The testimony of non-members 
of the Church may be received.

10— A charge may be instituted only 
by a minister, a probationer for the 
ministry, or a full member of the 
Church.

11— A copy of the judgment of the 
Committee of Investigation, signed by 
the chairman and the members of the 
Committee approving thereof, shall be 
furnished to the accused within two 
days from the time when such judg­
ment shall be formed.

12— In every case of an appeal the 
appellant must within one week from 
receiving a copy of the judgment of 
the Committee, give notice to the pre­
siding officer of his intention to appeal.

13— When the appellant does not 
appear personally or by a representa­
tive to prosecute his appeal, it goes by 
default.

14— In the conduct of an appeal the 
testimony presented to the lower court 
alone shall be received. If further 
evidence in the case is available, the 
Court of Appeal may order a new 
trial.

15— When the Appellate Court re­
verses the decision of the Court below, 
the appellant is reinstated in’his for­
mer membership without any action 
of the court from wjiidh he took tbe 
appeal.

20—Wh%n a member of the Church 
has made himself amenable to legal 
process before a Church court, and no 
charge is preferred againt him, it be­
comes the duty of the .Superintendent 
of the Circuit to institute a charge and 
proceed against the party as provided 
by the Ifiscipline. In all such cases 
the Chairman of the District shall pre­
side at the trial, and at the appeal, if 
there be an appeal.

No member shall be expelled from 
the Church unless by proper legal pro­
cess, prescribed by the Discipline.

LOCAL PREACHERS.
Several changes were made affect­

ing these, which are too lengthy to he 
noticed here. See Discipline, amend­
ed. or General Conference Journal.

BRITISH COLUMBIA. /

From the Rev. C. M Tote. Chillmrhaek, B.
C , dated July 3rd, 1878.

Tbe work of tbe Lord on this mission 
has been very encouraging to me for the 
past few months. While the old members 
have been gaining strength, many others 
have come out. from the world with a de-» 
termination to serve God. Some who 
have given their hearts to God, are just 
merging into the light, manifest their de­
sires to live a Christian life by seeking 
baptism at the hands of the church. Bro. 
Cushan supplied for me while I visited the 
Indians on the coast tbjp spring previous 
to camp meeting.

At Nanaimo I found a few that were 
still walking in the narrow way. Tbe 
grave yard is being filled very fast by 
those who are being swept away by drunk­
enness and disease. The great need of 
that mission is a school. It is painful to 
see the children growing np in a state 
worse than heathenism, with all the vices 
of the white man and Indian combined to 
ruin the body and destroy the soul.

Victoria, also, is very much in need of 
a missionary. Tbe lay brethren are do­
ing their utmost to sustain the mission 
woik, but they cannot leave their several 
duties to visit and watch over the people, 
which is all important among the Indians.

Our camp-meeting at Chilliwhack this 
year was very successful, especially among 
the Indians. We had conversions from 
among all the leading nations in British 
Columbia, and several from Alaska. We 
trust that these people will go ae messen­
gers of salvation, to carry the lamp of life 
to their perishing brethren beyond. It is 
sad to think that so many of our cities 
and towns a- e swamped with religious in­
stitutions and Christian ministers, while 
thousands of these poor Indians are des­
titute of the Gospel. When I look upon 
my insignificant field of 300 souls, I feel 
as though it was my duty to go where the 
multitudes are. After seriooe considera­
tion, 1 have come to the conclusion that 
if tbe minister to the white people on this 
circuit had a native assistant, auch as 
Bro. Cushan, with the co operation of the 
local brethren (Indian and white), who 
are always willing to do what they can, 
he could with ease manage both depart­
ments of tbe work.

My heart has been cheered lately by 
bearing the report of a ca.up-meeting 
held at Nootaack, W. T., under the aus­
pices of tbe M. E. Church, where for tbe 
past two years I have endeavored occas­
ionally to scatter the seeds of eternal life. 
Number», both whites and Indians, have 
given their hearts to God. I have much 
cause for thankfulness throughout tbe 
whole of my labors, and while I do praise 
God for all the .privileges and blessings 
of the past, I have a growing desire to be 
more useful in tbe future.

Ae new fields are opening with their 
hundreds or thousands of souls, should 
you be inquest of some one to ca rry to 
them the “ glad tidings of salvation,’* 
here am I, send me.

Another terrible tale of the sea 
is announced, tbe sinking of the German 
steamer “ Pommerania" by a collision, 
and the loss of the lives of about fifty se­
cond and third class passengers, chiefly 
tt is said, Germans. Tbe captain refused 
to desert his post and heroically went 
down with tbe ship ! Tbe doomed vessel 
bad no warning, and in fifteen minutes 
from tbe time she was struck she sunk, 
and with her a bust of lives went out. It 
is an awful story as succinctly related by 

| the sui virera.

MISCELL AXCEOU8.
Thafxal! c-oimexion-al notices, such 

as District Meetings, Missionary*An­
niversaries, «Su-., shall be published in 
our periodicals free of cost.

That the following clause be added 
tu the directions relative to Baptisms.; j 
Let the minister when receiving pe: 
sons on trial for membership particu­
larly enquire whether or not they have 
beeti baptized, and if not, let that rite

An Albany surgeon removed a cancer 
from a smokei’s. uiouth to save bis life. 
Tbe operation is very difficult, and the 
danger of death from «hem moirage is very 
great. Tue lower lip was divided to a 
noint below tbe chin, the flaps turned up 
sufficiently to expose the lower jaw, which 
wa» turn sawed through at the chin; and 
aft.-i the tongue hai ! een amputated, 
boles were drilled through the jaw-bone 
and it was wired together and tbe lips re- 
piaced. Tbe influence of the tobacco 

dso:i is direct mid dangerous in develop- 
I mg this fearful disease; and did the pub-" 
i know tbe number of operations per- 
i formed i s private hospital practice for 

the i elief of men who have suffered from 
t. th r«; would be less tobaccQ smoking


