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Within Arm’s Length of Christ.
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BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Soon and Forever.

“ Soou and forever,” such Promise our trust,
Though ashes to ashes, and dust to dast ;

' Booa and forever” our union shall be

When the sins end the sorrows of time sha
be o'er,
sever ;

ever.”

* Soon aud forever ” the breakiog of day

Shall drive all the night clouds of sorrow away

* Soon and forever” we'll see as we're seen,
been :

Shall weary no more in the warfate with sin ;
sball be never—
ever.”

* Soon and forever” the work shall be done,

The waifare accomplished, the victory won ;

* Soon and forever” the soldier lay down

Then droop not in sorrow, despond not in fear

ever. — Monsell.

For the Previncial Wesleyan. .

. Fellowship One with ‘Another,”
1 John, | 7.

The privilege and evjoyment inlimated in
tlLese words belong exclusively to genuine Chris-
are prepared for holy fellowship one with sno-
from each other. Selfishness is the chbief ele-
meat of all sin. The fieat sin was a gratification

of self, in direct opposition te the expreased will

this day. Hence the batred, strife, aad bloody
warfare among the children of mes. ’

and causes bim to love his fellowmsn,
work of grace is to bring man to God,—* God

the cburch, which is an orgsnization of Christ,

boad or free ; and bave been all made to drink
into one Spirit. 1 Cor. xii. 13.

grece in your bearts to the Lord.”

- lrorcl of God respecting Christian fellowship,

“ make melody in their bearts to the Lord,”

our advances in that direction.

Our duty is to toil, teach and rejoloe, in the do

selves from what is right ia worldly pursaits, bu

Dese, and recreations of human life.

this privciple in christisnity. Witbout be

preciated by the truly pious.

pested words :

“ And if our fellowship below,
In Jesus be 80 sweet,
W hiat heighte of rapture ¢hall we know,
Whea round his turone we_meet /"

Made perfect; our Glorioys Redeemer, in thee ;

lts pange and its partings remembered no more ;
" Where life cannot fail, and where death cannot

- Christians with Christ shall be “ soon and for-

Aund learn the deep meaning of things that have
When fighting without us snd fears from within
Where fears, and where tears, and where Death

Christians with Christ ehall be ‘‘ soon and for-

His swo:d for » harp aod his cross for a crown.

A glorious to-morrow is brightening and near;
Whea (blessed reward of each faithful endeavor)
Ctristisns with Christ sball be * soon and for-

tiane. They walk in the light,—they realize the
cleansing « flicacy of the blood of Jesus,—henoce

ther. Sin separstes creatures from God, and

of God. Nor is the nature of sin unchanged to

Oa the other band religion unites man to God,
Tbe firet

reconciled in Christ,” and thus bring bim into

whereia love and good-will to our race abound.
** Love worketh no ilf to his neighbor.” * For
by one Spirit are we all baptised info one body,
- whetber we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be

By the Gospel, the middle wall of partition,
between the Jews and all other nations has been
broken down ; so that all may be one, * Fellow
heirs,” and “ Partakers of his promise ia Cbrist.”
Everywhere in the New Testament this idea is
_prominent. Baints are called ¢ Fellow-citizens,
fellow-belpers, fellow-labourers, fellow-servants
sod fellow-prisoners.” It is also intimated bow
this fellowship was manifested. Ezhoriing ome
another, comforting ome another, edifying one
another, bearing onme another's burdems. The
subject is atill more clearly expressed by the
Apostle Paul to the Colossians, “ Let the word
of Christ dwell in you vichly in all wisdom :
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
sod bymos and spiritual songs, singing with

It is quite evident from these teachings of the

W something more is meant than public wor-
ship as conducted in modern times. Yes, some-
thing more tban the observance of the sacra-
ments. The talent of speech is to be employed
in connection with the fellowship of ssints. So
is also the ability to siog, while those who are
uosble to join in that delightful exercise, are to

The Church of Christ would not be adapted
to human beings were the social element not
recognized. The instincts of our nature lead
us (o the social cirele, nor does the gospel forbid
We are not to
forsske the assembling of ourselves together,
snd go into solitude, with deluded recluses.—

mestic, snd social circle, according to the dic-
tates of the new nsture. The happiest men oo
earth are not fonnd in the Monastery, nor the
most joyful women in the Nunnery, because
their mode of life is in direct opposition to the
plain teachiog of christisnity. To * come out
from the world,” does not mean to separate our-

bas reference only to what is wroog in the world.
The bighest enjoyment of which humanity is
capable, eprings from fellowship with God.—
Next to thie ie the hallowed fellowship of seints,
not only in devotional exercises but in all their
interviewa in cononection with the varied busi-

Methodism owes much to the recogaition of

Class-meetings and Love-fessts she never would
bave risen to ber present position of powsr svd
usefuiness. Toese means of grace sre most ep-
The lukewarm
aud unstable fiad them irksome, bemce ravely
sttend. We have yet to learn of any, who in
reviewing life, during its closing hours, regretted
the fellowsbip of ssints in the clsss-meeting.
Who can describe the joyous emotions, ofien
sperienced while beartily siogiog those oft re-

ln the providence of God, we bave arrived
ot that period of tbe yesr when we anticipete
sbortly, as & body of minisers, those aonual
%enes of ministerisl greetings, devotion snd
business, 80 desirable snd refreshing to men
whow energies bave been severely taxed in
Prosching and pastoral toil for the space of &
Yoar. May our expected fellowship with esch
9ther, be heliowed and ennobliog,always realised

ia connection with lndividual * felld with
. the Fatber and with his Son Jesus Christ.”
G.0.H.
Lunenburg, June, 1869,
e

‘| about whom [ would like to know more ; | wish
somée one conld tel ! me what became of them 7
One of them was thejamiable young ruler who
“ went away sorrowful,” whun the Master told
bim that the way to heaven started from s cross-
The otber is that gentlemsnly sciibe who en-
quired of Jesus “ Which is the first command-
meot of all ? Aud when the the Saviour saw
bow discreetly be spoke, He said to him, Thou
art not far from the kingdom of Ged.” 1 would
like to koow whethep this scribe took the one
decisive step and stepped inside the gate, or
whether he finslly perished outside, in his sina.

This Balf-converted lawyer is a reprosentative
man. There are scores like him io every con-
gregation. They sre almost Christians: ‘they
sre within arm’s length of Christ. They ought
to know it and frel it—both as an encoursge-
ment sod a warning. It is a legitimate ¢ ncour-

uoderstand what a hideous snd borrible thing it
will be for them to slide into hell from beside
the very gate-way of glory.

regenera‘e and an unregemerats soul. Oune is
is in the ark; the other out. But an uncon-
verted man may be very near cbuversion. Bar-
timeus wes as stone blind on the morning of
tbe day when Jesus passed through Jericho, se
ever before ; but he was nigh unto seeing, when
the footstep of his Saviour fell upon his quick
oer.

1t is ot nearness in time thet we refer to now,

opportusity. Every impenitent person who at-
tends sach Sabbath on the ministry of the Word

tquandered the day in sinfal pleasares or in sleep.
He is where the shote of truth are flying; the

cross the threshold of the sanctuary. The

plee site all around you. God's grace has con-

ence has scomed 10 fan you as it passed so very

decision ‘* Lord ! I believe ! ” would bave lend

there must have been some of his weighbors

but Noah was in the insideof it, and they

were without—amd the devouring deluge !

A men may be near to the kingdom of God
also, in the attitude of his mind. He mey oot
be what he ought to be, and yet be far better
than he used 10 be. There are gradetions in
guiit. Ao unforgiven sioner mey not be an
beir of heaven and yet be mueh nearer to be-
ing a Christisn than be ever was before. Let
ue thank God for every step which the uncon-
verted may take in the right direction. Mr. A.
was reeling druck in the street a month
ago ; but last S8unday be was st Church, sed-
" eyed and sober. Will sny one’ deny that be is
nearer the hingdom of God then he was thirty
days sicce P Oa pext Sanday he may go home
pricked in the heart with the conviction of sin.
Never let us “ deepise the day of small things.”
Nicodemus's first atep was to go to that inquiry
meeting with Jesus ‘* by night ; hislast one wes
to walk amoag the mourners, st Christ's barisl
in the garden. The change ssems to bave been
o8 gradusl with him as it was sudden with Ssul.
God forbid tbat we should preach morality
as & ground of hope for salvation !

And yet it is better to be moral than immor-
sl—Dbetter to be honest thean kuavish—better to
be cheste then impure—better to be reverenmt
then profane—better to bave us few otaine on
the character and es few sine and bed babits to
fozeake as possible. We mioisters are in denger
of doing mischief when we strike random hits at
a ‘““mere morality.” It is & most admirable
thing—aé far as it goes. It is the obedience to
the ‘‘ second table of the law.” It is often &
first otep in the direction of becoming a Cbrist-
ian. And the man who lives a decent, honest
life, and listene to God's word every Sabbath
with a candid ¢ar, and & tender comscience, is
vastly more near to the kingdom of God than
the open socfier, or the reckless Sabbath break-
or, or the hardened llibertine. Having come so
far as to be scrupulously moral we bave a good
bope that be will not consent to stop there and
to perish there. For one I never make light of
sny sincere attempt to lead a strictly moral life.
1 am quite sure if my Master were to meet any
moral, well behaved sinner who reads these
loes, He would say to you ¢ Thou art not far
from the kiogdom of God.” * But stop !—
Would be say. * Thou art already in the king-
dom of Géd ?” Would He say, * Thou art one
of my disciplea?” No! He would say to you
—yes | to you—bonest, kind, sober, truthful,
benevolent, respectable as you are—He would
say, Except ye repent, yo sball likewise perish §
except Jo be converted, yo cannot see the king-
dom of God.”

For to be neara place is not to be in it. Lot's
wife was nesr Zoer, but she perished. The
seribe was * néar the kingdom of God, * butl
fear that he showed no sorrow for sio, and ex-
etcised no faith in Jesus. If be did not quit sin
snd follow Christ, be was never saved. I very
much fear that the man perished after all. If
Jesus should descend into bell, He would find
millions there to whom He might truly say, * Ye
were once not far from the kingdom of beaven.”
That NOT FAR, ruined them ! Perbaps my un-
converted friend, it will yot ruin you. You may
literally be picked up at the last, dead, st tbe
very gate of heaves. You mey die with the
bright peys of Calvary's crose shiming on the

r

There are two men in the New Testament,

stray arrow may st any moment * stick fast” |tWeen Nsjoleon and Alesander.
in bis conscience. He is surrounded by 1he ancient interview was pot watched with eager
presence and prayers of God’s people. 1 always | ®Xpoctancy by grest armies; it was not bhailed
bave bope of the conversion of sny man, bow- by the thunders of cacnon and the shouts of ap-
ever hardened, who will sit down equarely be- pisodiog thousands ; it was not arranged before-
fore an evangelical pulpit (in which Christ is | D80d by keen and watchlul egents guarding the
liftad up every Sunday, aod keep his esre open interests and safety of the two that were (o meet,
to the truth. My uaconverted friend ! Chbrist It was in s private house, at a lsts hour of the
comes very near you every Sabbath when you night, snd it was brought abcut by the mingled

Joye ?

ian!

* Just as I am and waiting not

To rid my soul of one d-lr.k'bl:n—

To thee, whose blood can closnse each spot,
Ob Lamb of God, I come!”

Ziow's Herald.

A Memorable Interview.

destinies of mankind.”

will be remembered as long as the story of great
conquests and mighty revolutions can interest the
mind of mes.
hours ; it wes entirely private between the two
mperurs, and yet it was fraught with momen-
tous consequences to millions.
the great crises in humen history when the cur-
rents of power that govera the nations take new

00 much as nearness in leelings, situatiou, and directions, and break over the bounds snd bar-

riers of ages,
Go back eighteen hundred years beyond the

is nearer 10 becoming a Christian then if be | treaty of Tilsit, and we can find a private con-

ference belween two individusls of far more mo-
mentous and lasting importance than that be-

This more

curiosity snd soxiety of an old man to koow

cross is lifted in full view. The band of disci- | ¥omething more of a young tescher who bed re-

cently appeared in his pative city. And yet

verted those who sit beside you—perbaps your from that bumble night conference of Jesus with
dearest of kin. Toe breess of beavenly influ- Nicodemus, there bave gove forth beams of

light and words of power to ths end of the

close to your heart. The simpie clutch of the |®arth. The plens formed by Napoleon and

Alexander at Tileit, were reversed and defeated

od you in the kisgdom of God long ago. 1t at long ago, snd it is impossible to trace their in-
the last you siok into perdition, it will be an flueoce in-the condition of Europesn nations to-
awlul harrowicg thought that you dwelt so loog day. The .votdc spoken by Jesus to his wonder-
beside & truth speaking pulpit, closs beside the ing end solitary listeser that night have already
mercy seat and the craes of Jesss. When Gol changed and glorified the destiny of immortal
looked the door of the Ark, and sbut Nosh in, millions, and they have more ivfluence now than

in any previous age; and they are destined to

within & bow-shot of the estrence. The (hick. |8 On increasing in power, until they shall be re-
ness of that door Soally made all the difference ; ceived us the measure of life and love by every

pstion under heaven.

Lost ! Lost !

Reader, sball this word ‘ Lost !’ be inecribed
upon the tomb that buries sll your hopes snd
Will you be lost? Would you be lost
in the wilderness, and left to famish with kunger,
or perish among bessts of prey 7 Would you
be lost at ses, and bave your ship grouad to
{ragments amid the roariog tumulit of the break-
o8, and the lee-shore’s frowning wrath ? Would
you eling hopeless to the plank that glides away
from your enfeebled grasp P Would you be lost
in an abyes of vice and ein, and feel powerless
Lo stem the tide of passion that swept you on to
death ? All these might be endured ; but to be
lost in derk eternity, to be dashed s wreck upon
perdition’s stormy coast; to be plunged hope

before you grasp the hope set before you !—
I implore you then to decide—ere you lay down | |
this paper—I will be with God's help a Cbrist-

One of the most memorable and important
interviews which ever took place between two
individasls, wes-be!d on a raft in the middle of
the river Nieman, at the little town of Tilsit, in
Prussis. At one o’clock precisely, on the 25th
of Jume, 1807, boats put off from opposite sides
of the stream and rowed rapidly toward the raft.
Oat of each boat stepped s single individual,and
the two met in @ small wooden apartment in the
sgement 10 tell such persons that they are nigh middle of the raft, while cannon thundered m?-
unte the kiogdom of God ; and yet they ought to either shore, snd the shouts of great armies
drawa up upon either bank drowned the roar of
artillery. The two persons were the Emperors
Napoleon and Alexander, snd the bistory of the
There is » tremerdous difference between o | 'i@0 tolls us that they met to ** arrange the
And the hastily con-
for Christ, and the other is sgainst Him, Ugse structed raft on which the interview took place,

The conference lasted but two

It was one of

less among the surging billows of the lske of

Bow, may mske you presumptuous! You may|can cease to be engaged for us. s be mighty ?
be within arm’s length of Jesus, and yet drop, | He will show bimself strong on 1he bebalf of
{them that trust bim. lsbe lcve? Then with

nor forsake thee.”

Everlasting Monuments.

out on the pattern Lefore him,

hair

wondering Hebrew eyes looms up the temple ol
Jehovah.
columas, and caps, and sisles, and vast spert
ments. It is the great day of dedication.

of God,

enough. ‘The vaults ave forgotien.
ness is goae,

workman,
koow.

strength, it will be glory enoogh to behold then

Rev. C. H. FPowler,

Coming Back to Christ.

John argues the opposite wey.

against it.

the Lord Jesus Christ. This is God's way o

fice ; to drop belpless in the jaws of the d

hope goout.in the blackness of derkness forever
snd ever; to be lost from joy and peace, from

beer.

a sickening, aching heert; your mournful me-

even now ; not fatally, not hopelessly lost, thank

lost, and require salvation !

jou be saved ?— Witness.

“ I will never leave thee.”—Heb.

thee, nor a wide mercy too extensive for thee.—

thine. Climb to Pisgah’s top, and view the ut-

all thine own. There is not & brook of living

land floweth with milk and booey, eat the honey
and drivk the milk, for both are thivge. Be thon
bo'd to believe, for be hath said, “ I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” In this promies
God gives to his people everything. * 1 will
pever leave tbee.” Then no attribute cf God

corpes of your lest soul ! Your being s0 nesr

death ; to see the sun of joy and the stars of

life and love, from mercy and ssivation, beyond
remedy or rescue—ab, this you surely canvot

Dare you take the risk 7 Do you put this
danger far away ? Do you ssy, ‘ I do net intend
to be lost 7’ Christless reader, you are lost now ’
Oh! your burdened beart, that has no pesce;
your guilty soul, thet canvot rest; your setret
snguish, which smiles may hide bat fail to cure;
your mocking jest, that spreads its curtsin over

mories, that kauat you like the shedes of doom ;
your hollow ealmness, that gives way to secret
tesrs¢ yes! and the sting of conecience, and the
word of truth, and the Gospel of salvation, and |
the call of Providence, and the workings of the
Holy Ghost—all these tell you that you are LOST,

God ; but yet you are lost, asnd need a Saviour;
You are a lost sin-
oer, bat the Saviourseeks for yoa to-day. You
are a lost prodigal, but the Fdther waits to wel-
come your return. Will you come home ? Wikl

No promise is of private interpretation.—
Whatever God bas said to any one saint, he bas
said toall. When he opens a well for one, it
is that oll mey drink. When be openeth a gre-
nary-door to give out food, thers may be some
one starvicg man who is the occasioo of its be-
ing opened, but all bungry saints may come and
feed too. Whether be gave the word to Abra-
ham or to Moses, matiera not, O believer; he
hes given it to thee as one of the covenanted
seed. There is not o bigh blessing too lofty for

Lift up now thine eyes to the north snd to the
south, to the east and to the west, for all this is

moet limit of the divine promise, for the land is

water of which thou meyest not drink. If the

the beclouded beart, but it is the way.
never thisk sin too smsll to need immediate sp

my koees, or ia preschbing, or by a dying bed

it makes it go the faster.— M Cheyne.

Praying and Working,

less then three bour prayer.”

to-day that I have only three minutes’ prayer

to astop of a far more sericus kind.—C. H.

Spurgeon.

“ Beligions ;muigmlm

Methodism in India.

thing but unimportent. That W

' loving-kindness will he have mercy upon us.—

Whatever attributes may compose tbe character
of Deity, every one of them 10 its fullest extent
shall be engaged on our side. To put every-
thiog in ove, there is nothing that you can want,
tbere is nothing you can aak fer, there is nothing
you can need in time or in eternily, there is
notbiog living, nothing dying, there is nothing
in this world, nothing now, nothing at the resur-
rection morning, nothing in heayven which is not
contsined in this text, “ ] will never leave thee

Look at that stome-outter yonder, in the
vaulis snd passages uader old Jerusslem. Days
and weeks be worke away with chisel and mallet,
simply working the stone into a shepe mepped
He does not
know where it is to go. He only knows its
shape. Bat by aad by it is done. #t is carried
away to its place. His work is fizished. Ho
lays down his tools, biushes tbe chipe out ol bis
sod beard, and starts for bis home. He
comes up the stone stairways into the very
summit of Mount Moriah, and lo, before his

He looks in rapt amezement at the

The
bigh priest aud the Kiog are there. He bebolde
sacred vestments snd the royal robes. On
ded knees in the praying throng he watobes
the priest as the prayers sre said aed the in-
cenee is offsred, when lo, the light kindles on
the incense, snd fils the temple with the glory
ln the brightuess of the glory he
looks about, and there ia the very archway, just
over the way to the merey-seat, is the stone into
which he wrought his time snd etrength. ‘Tis
The weari-
There, in the temple of lersel’s
God on the very way (o the mercy-seat, is the
monoment of bis okill end tsitifelness to
sbide forever, and sl generations shall bless the
We .are building larger than we
We ave ia the veults of time, under the
New Jerusalem, bewiog nnd chiselling at the | cause of the sslutary ivfluence cur wministers
rude blocks that come to our hands. We do[tbere are likely to exercise on the youth of
not know what shall come of this work. We
only know the pattern awed the work. Soon, [suit of wealth, and also on the great number
brotbers, it will be over. Soon we can lay|of wayfarers whose husiness lesds them there
aside the mallet snd chisel ; soon we csn brush
the dust of time (rom our eyes, aud rise, on the |in the fear of God, snd it is an encourage-
coronstion day of the King's Bon, to behold
our work, to see that we bave been working on
the temple of our God, feshicning the living
block. When we look about we yonder, and seo
there, in the very way of life, bard by the throre,
these little ones upon whotn we biave expended
oar yesrs, snd into whom we bave wrought vur

the everlasting monuments of our Taithfulness,
wrought into the very likeness of Him thet sittesh
upon the throne, while the King himself shall say,
“ Inssmuch es ye did it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye bave done it unto me."—
 Incentives lo Sabbath-school Fffort,” by the

1 foel, when I have sioned, sn imme-iate re-
luctance to go to Christ—I] am ashamed to go
I feel a8 if it would do no good to me—ae if it
were making Christ a mioister of sin, to go
straight from the ewine trough to the best robe
—and a thousand other excuses; but I em per-
sasded that they are all lies direct from hell.—
“If any man
sin, we have an advocste with the Fatbher”
(Jer. iii. 1), and a thoussnd other Scriptures are
1 am sure there is neither peace nor
safety from deeper sin but in going directly to

peace and boliness. It is folly to the world and
I muet

plication to the blood of Christ. If I put away &
good conscience concerning faith, | make ship~
wreck. | mast think my sins too great, too eg-
gravated, too presumptuous— as when done oa

or duricg dangerous illness—to hinder me from
fleeing to Christ. The weight of my sins should
aet like the weight of a clock—tbe heavier it ia

I like that seying of Martia Lutber when be
says, “ 1 have so much business to do to-dasy
that I shell pot be able to get through it with
Now, most peo-
ple would say, “ I bave ¢0 much business to do

[ cannot afford the time.” But Lutber thoaght
that the more be hed to do the mare he must
pray, or else he could not get through it. That
is a blessed kind of logic : may we understand
it! ¢ Prayiog and provender hinder so man's
journey.” I we bave to stop and pray, it is 0o
more & hindrance than whea the rider has to
otop- ot the farrier’s to bave his horee's shoe
festened ; for if he went on without ettending
to thet, it mey be thet ere long he would come

From a correspondent of the “ Methodist Recorder.”
Having recently remcved from Calcutta, sftes

» residence of nearly two years in thet aity, ]
avail mysell of this favourable opportunity for
writing a little respecting the position and peros-
pects of Wesleyan Methodism there. I read
with intense and growing interset the state-
ments that are continuslly appesring in the Re.
corder respecting the progress that Methodiem
is making in the various cirewits and districts
st bome ; and I often wopder whem it will be
possible 1o furnish you with & teport of the pro-
ceedings of some district meelings ia Northern
India : I fear the day for writing sbout things ca
80 large o scale is yet for distant. Though cur
work is geograpbically small, however, it isany.
esleysa, Mothod-

ism is not only represented, but has also obtain-

nept than some recently uttered at a public
wmeeting in Calcutta by a Government official of

s Church in Cslecutta cannot well be over esti-
mated. Ovur positioa is important, as furnishing
s grand, I might say unrivalied, basis for evan-
gelical operations. Calcutta is in itsella centre

of city that St. Paul would bave gloried in oc-

cupying for Christ. There is a large and influ.
entisl European population to be cared for;

many of these have strong claims upon our sym.
pathy, and we must bave at least two or three
small suburban presching places in addition to
our present central place of worship, before we
oan be said to have done our tsir share for the
spiritual welfare of our civilian countrymen.—
Calcutta is aleo sn important military station,
and now that the Government has shown it-
selfl to be so thoroughly disposed to do what
it can to meet the religious requirements of its
soldiers, might not this city be made the cen-
tre of a military circuit, comprising within its
limits all the large stations within essy dist-
ance, such as Barrackpore and Dum Dum ?
Add to these classes s vast and semi-enlight-
ened beathen population, swardiing throughout
the city and its suburbs, all easy of access to
aby one who can preach to them in their own
tongue, together with a large number of Eag-
lish-speaking natives who are open to the re-
ception of Western thought by Western tongues.
There is also a very considerable M namme-
den population, for whose reclamation hardly
soything is being done. Each of these classes
presents in itself a large ephers for Christ-
tian toil, and the position now occupied by our
society furnishes a basis for sctivg upon all
these and other cles-es.

Calcatta is slso an imporient statioa, be-

Methodiam who come to this land in the pur-

for a time. Some of these are already living
ment”to them 10 be welcomed to a strange
land by ope of their owe ministere. Minister-
ial work in Calcutts sfiorde a'so frequent op-
portunities for repeating the lessons of home
life jn tbe ear of many a prodigsl; a large
number of ships are constantly in port, and
on these there are ever 1o be found some Me-
thodistically-trained youths, many of whom are
very grateful for a little oversight end kind-
vess. Wesleysus in England would do good
service if they reminded their seafaring friends,
who are likely to trade with Calcutta, that there
is a minister end a church there, and urged
them to make themselves knowa.

Metbodism is needed in Indis, and is becom-
il‘ increasingly needed by our own countrymen.
It'is required 10 counteract the prevalent formal-
ism and growiog ritualism of the Anglican
Church ; ead it is needed in Calcutta as s bul-
wark against the educational influence of the
Roman Church, Protestant missionary societies
are doing a great deal in the way of teaching
heathen lads to read and write English, but the
education of the European and Eurasisn youth
is almost entirely in the hauds of the Papists,
and cumbers of Protestant psrents are com-
mitting 1he trainiog of their sone to the pries's,
sod entrusting their daughters to conventual in-
fluence. A Wesleyan school in Calcutta would
be a great boon, and, 1 believe, a great success.
f| Our present place of worthip was opened in
Qotober, 1866. Oa the first Sundsy in 1867 a
Sabbath-school was commenced, which is still in
“ | active operation ; then a congregstional library
was eatablished, which now contains over 600
volumes, and is used by more than fifty resders;
then a committee of management was formed
for the purpose of assisting the minister to eon-
s | duct the temporal affairs of the church. Efforte
put forth on behalf of the soldiers have been
orowned with syccess ; provision is made for the
conyeysnce of the Wesleyan soldiers to the pa-
rade service every Suadsy morniog, many also
attend the Sabbath and week-evening services,
and in addition to this we have also secured the
use of § room within the fort, wherein we can
preach to the men during the week,

The advantage of maintsining an English
cause in Calcutta is also evident from the good
sad sustaining influence which such a cause hes
on mission work proper. No sooner was the
Ecglish wotk pleced oo a somewhat firm footing,
than ibe betive work began to develope. In
1866 our netive work began, aod during that
yoar seven adults were baptized ; in 1867 four
mose ; and in 1868 avotber four ; so that fifteen
sdults have already entered the church by bap-
tism, snd not one of these has shown any dispo-
sition to relapes into heathenism. In March,
1868, the work derived considerable benefit from
the erection of a good and well-situated native
chapel ; this building is weed for vernacular
preschiog on the Ssbbath and on various even-
inge during the week. Oa the week-days it is
used as a vernacular sehool. At the eotclusion
of the pest year, tickets of membership were
given (o forty pime persons, each nsme being
first ppproved by five class-leaders. Tone d:ffer-
ence between the number of members sod the
pumber of baptiems is occasioned by the fact
that our serviees bave been the means of rescu-
ing from worldliness and sin seversl who are
the descendamts of nomivally Christisn pareuts,
snd who in early life bave themselves been bap-
tised. We bave pow six native sgents in full
employ, that is, four catechists and two school

maasters ; and the sphere of their operations is
being gradually ¢xtended.

The practical interest whica the members of
our Eaglish congregation take in this work may
be gethered from -the fact, that in sddition to
their baving given largely towards the mainte-
asnce of their own: place of worship, the local
contributions for mission purposes during the
pest year amounted to sbout £115, nearly £10

bigh standiag and great icRuence 10 this effect : |
I ,often wondered why tte Wesleyans bad no!
representatives here. When they came | was!
glad ; and wew I rejoice that in erectiog this | f'°|°PD¢°! in the churches of California of 80| h,5d, and men #s brethren of owe family; and
beautiful chapel, they have given a pledge that | idicTest ia the * beathen at: their doors.” For| writes upon all social institations these go'den
they do not mean to abandon this city again.” | 0me years the 0. 8, Presbyterians bave 8up-|iryihe (he fundsmentals sud eesentiale of the
The importance of the position we now hold as | ported a single missionary, who hes labored with | 1, political economy, which neither individuals

of vest and varied interests ; it is just the kind |

tive of Methodism there ?

The Chinese in California.
We bave watched with much pleasure the de-

| considerable zeal bat liitle success. It was ab-
}-urd 10 expect emccess. The Pacific Christiane
showed Do interest in the matter ; snd, in that
Christian state, Chinamen were treated and otill
a1 trested woree than dogs, and no clear Chiis-
tian influence was exerted by the churches and
their members againet the prejudice of race and
the numberless shocking outrsges perpetrated
sguinst these patient strangers. 1f the Gospel
taught christians not even the elements of polite-
ness and decency, to say nothing of benevolence,
po wonder Chinamen p referred the morals of
Confuciue. -But now the churches seem to be
in a fair way to be thoroughly awakened ; and
the influence bas come in great measure through
Sabbath-school conventions. Rev. O. Gibeon,
formerly a missionary to China, and whom the
Methodists have set apart to this work, is
moviog sprrit in the pew enterprise, which pro.
mises t0 be one of the grandest ever inaugurat-
ed in any laud. There is u constant communi-
cation between the Chinese of Californis and the
Flowery Land, and our Institutions are percep-
tibly modifying their character. There is no
place in China where it so important to exert a
missionary influence as in SBan Francisco; and
success can Dnever crown the effort (ill the
churches where the heathen are shall themee lves
sttempt the work iostead of deputizing it to
some paid agent. The plan adopted is to orgen-
ize everywhere Sunday and eveniag schools for
gratuitous instruction in the Knglish laoguage,
snd to found in San Francisco a centrsl sehool
or college, where complete scientific education
can be obtained. This lstter iastitution is to be
advertized in alithe open ports of China, and
wlil become & bond between the American and
Aasiatic Pacific shores. . Mr. Gibeon took up this
work last August. Since then the effort heas ex-
cited genersl interest, and churches of sll de-
nominations are establisbing the Chinese schools,
Mr. Gibson now hss uoder hie general supervis-
ion fourteen Sunday-schools of this kiad, with
an aggregate average attendsace of three bug-
dred, and in a number of instences the evening
is also givento the work. This includes ounly
those schools connected with Methcdist church-
es, and others ave in oOperation. Mr. Gibson
writes to us that the Chinamen show great eag-
eroess to learn, and make remarkably repid pro-
gress. He also sends us a sample of the carde
printed on red Clinese paper, which are used to
invite the Chinese to the schools. From lack o
suitable type, we cannot copy it for our readers.
Spesmodic and. isolated effort have previously
been made at Oakland snd eleewhere in behalf
of the Chinese, but the interest bes soom subsid-
ed. We believe that this interest will be more

permanent.— Independent.

The following is from the N. Y. Advocale :—
We bave alresdy announced the burniag of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in San Jose, Cal.
We are now in receipt of a letter from Rev. Otis
Gibeon, in charge of our Chinese Mission work
on the Pacific Coast, which furnishes several ad-
ditionsl items. Mr. Gibson writes :

Bince 1 came to this coast | have organized
quite » number of Sunday-schools for the Chi-
pése. We teach them English. Tbey are anx-
fous to learn, and I bave slways found some
willing to teach them. We meet with some op-
position. The Chinamen are often stoned away
from the schéols. In some instances we have
engaged the special services of policemen to pro-
tect them on their way to and from the sehools.
But the opposition, finding that they cannot atop

the work by speers and caricatures of the teach-
ers engsged in the work, nor by stones snd

clube on the poor heathen, have resorted to the
fashion prevailing in some of the Southern
States during the pest fow years—they bave
commenced to burn our churches in which Chi-
nese Bunday-schools are held. The church at
San Jose was ome of the most beautiful church-
es on this coast. Buat I organized a Chinese
Sunday-school there January 24. The first at-
tendsnce was sizty-two, the second eighty-three,
tbe third one hundred snd forty-four, and the
fourth one hundred and forty Chinese scholare
Toen the next morning at five o’clock the
church was burned to ashes. Nothing saved;
insurance ten thousand dollara. An snony-
mous letter to the pastor, received after the
burning, informs him that be will see his church
again only in ashes, and threstens his life if he
continues to teach the Chinsmen. While I deep-
ly regret the event iteelf, as also the existence
of such a spirit, yet I rejoice thatthe devil and
bis imps are driven to such desperate measures.
To my mind it evidences that be thinks our
movement will greatly weaken his kingdom. Our
trust is in God, and we propose by bie grace
and guidance, to go ahead,
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The State and Education.

We say that knowledge is the universal right
of man ; and we need bring no clearst demoan-
stration than that intellectusl nature, capable of
it, thirsting for_it, expanding snd aspiring with
it, which is Gcd’s own srgument in every living
soul. We say that the assertion for bimself of
this inherent right, to tbe full messure of his
abilities snd opportunities, is the universal duty
o7 man : and that whoever fails of it, thwarts
the design of his Creator ; and, in proportion as
be neglects the gift of God, dwarfs and enslaves
apd beutifies the bigh cepacity for truth snd
liberty which be inherits. And al! experience,
and every page of history confirm the assertion,
ih the close kindred, which bas everywhere been
proved, of ignorance snd vice with wretched-
ness and slavery. And we say furtber, that the
security of this inherent right to every indivi-
dual, and its extension, in the fullest measure,
to the greatest numter, is the universal interest
of man ; so that they whodeny or sbridge it to

of that sum beiog given by the natives them-

their fellows, or who encourage, or, from want

¢d a firm footing in the metropolis of India, is to | selves. Calcutts presents s fine field for labour; | of proper influence, permit them to nmeglect it,
me a watter of unfeigned joy ; and I sm happy !it offers tbe fullest scope for the energies of the ' are undermining the foundations of government,
tosay that the position we now occupy is not ' most indefatigable and the most thoroughly fui- ' weskenicg the bold of society, and preparing the
unapprecisted by members of otber Churches. | nished labourers that can be supplied. Whatis way for that unsettling and dissolving of all
It would be difficult to quote words more perti- | one man, that be should be the sole representa- ' human institutions, which must result in aparchy

and ruin, and in which they who bave the great-
| est stake must be the greatest sufferers. A lee-
| son clearly taught by that divine pbilosophy, in
| which the Maker of mankind becomes their
| Teacher ; reveals the world as bat one ne ghbor-

nor bpations bave ever disregarded with impu-
nity,—* all things whateoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even 6o to them ”
—* pone of us liveth to bimeelt”—" whether
one member suffer, all the members suffer with
it ; or one member be bonored, all the members
rejoice with it “—* bear ye one another’s bur-
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” — Rr. REV
GeorGE W. DoaNg,

* Doubtless it will be urged 1hat a general tax
on property, for this object, (Public Schools),
would fall on many who have no children, and
is therefore unjust. Carry out the principle of
this objection, and it would overthrow the whole
system of taxation. Oae would say that be
never uses the public rosds, and therefore he
must not be taxed for them. Another never
goes out in the evening, and therefore must not
be taxed for lighting the wtreets. Another de-
nies the right of all government, and prefers 10
be without any protection but that of virtue, be
must not be taxed for coutts and legislatures.
Bat taxation, we spprehend, is never based on
the principle that the ind{yidual wenta it for bis
direct benefit, but that the public wants it ; for
the public bas a right ia all property sa traly ae
the individual, and may draw upon it for its own
uses. And one cf these uses is the edacation of
the youth ; for there is w very important senee
in which children belong to the State, as they
do 10 the family orgsnization. Indeed, if we
revert to the Jewish, Persian, Licedemonian,
and Roman States —sll thove sncient fabrice that
rose in the youth time of nature—we see the
State to be peturally endowed with & real in-
stinet of eivil maternity, making it the firet care
of the founders and constitutions, to direet the
eduocation of the youth. And why should she
not P Theee sre her heroes of the future day,
ber pillars of state and  justice, ber voters on
whose shoulders she rests her constitution, her
productive hands, ber sentinels of order, her
relisnce for the security of life, liberty, aud pro-
perty.”—Dx, H, Busunerc.
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Gone.
List to the midaight lone !
The church-clock spesketh with a solemn tone,
Doth it Lo more than tell the time P
Herk, from that belfry gray,
In each deep-booming chime, which, slow and
clear,
Beats like a measured bell upon my ear,
A stern voice seems to sy ;
Gone—gone ;
Tbe hour is gone—the day is gone ;
Pray.

The air is busbed sgain,
But the darkness woos o sleep in vain.
O, soul! we have slept too long,
Yes, dresmed the morn away,
In visions false and feverish unrest,
Wasting the work-time God bath givem and
blest,
Conacience grows pale to see
How, like a haunting face,
My youth stares at me out of gloom profound,
With rayless eyes bisak as the darkness round,
And wailing lips which say;
Gone—gone ;
The morn is gone—the morn is gone ;
Pray.

Woe for the wasted years
Both bright with emiles but buried with sad
Lears ; .
Their tombs bave been prepared
By Time, that gravesman grey —
Boul, we may weep 10 count esch mourpful
stone,
And read the epitaph eagraved thereon
By that stern carver’s band
Yet weep not long, for Hepe,
Bteadfast and calm, beside each headstone
stands,
Geziog on Time, with upward pointing baods,
Teke we this bappy sigo,
Up! let us work and pray.

¥
Thou in whese sight the héary ages fiy
Swift as & summer’s noon, yet whose stern eye
Doth note each moment lost,
8o let me live that not ope hour mis-spent
May rise in jedgment on we, penitent,
But, till the suneet, Lord,
So in Thy yineyard toil,
That every hour a priceless gem may be
To crown th. blind brows of Eternity,
— Chambers’ Journal,

The Hawaiian Divers.

Bometimes the native children fix a long pole
088 to project from & benk over deep water;
slong this ttey obase each other to the cuter-
most end, leaping, in regulsr succession, inté
the water. Lesping from bhigh, perpendicular
clifis, is a favorite and daring sport with the
men. They choose & place where the water is
not less than fikeen or twenty feet in depth st
the foot of the cliff; then taking & rousing ruo,
to get fairly under way—like Washington Ir.
ving’s Dutchmen, who started to jump over the
mountain—tbey bound fer into the air from the
edge of the cliff. As the leaper falis from that
dissy height-—sometimes s bundred feet by mes-
surement—toward the water, be bends himself
slmost double, as in wantun musculer play; but
just befors striking the water he partiatly
straightens himeell, so that his whole body is
slightly curved forward st the moment of the
plunge, and the fest are, perbaps, a foot in ad-
vence of a perpendiculsr line let fall from the
head. He strikes the water without s splash,
entering it with & quick dull * cbuck” that a
smooth pebble makes when thrown forcibly into
water, and et an anglewith the surface so nice-
ly celculated that be is actually brought to the
surface agaio by the momentum of the fall. With
his body curved as I have described, he-shuots
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