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; i have Jabored in vain,” a teacher said,
‘ And ber brow was marked by care ;

5‘1‘." labored in vain.” Bhe bowed her head, | untide, etc., as pointing to anniversary days ?

" And bitter and sad were the tears she shed
" Ia that moment of dark despair.

(] gm wesry and‘ worn, and my hands are weak,
*  And my courage is well'nigh gone ;
Fornone give beed to the words I speak,
in ysin for a promise of fruit I seek,
““Where the seed of the Word is sown.”

i Aod agaid with & sorrowfal heart she wept,
For het spitit with grief was stirred, ’
. il the night;grew dark, avd at last she slept, ;.

asilent calm o’er ber spirit crept, 5

== words significant of such commemoration have | There is no nobler character drawn in the “ Pil-
# Popish sound—the words Advent, Lent, Easter | grim's Progress” that that of Mr. Standfest.

snd Trinity, as marking seasons, or the words
Christmas, Good Friday, Holy Thursday, Whit-f

If we could forget painful associations in the
past, snd could drop a few awkward, antiquated,
and now taintélligible names, it would surely be
pleasant o have each sesson of the year linked
with sonie séene in the history of Jesus which
should ‘be appropristely commemorated in the
services of the family and of the church, In
such case, ohildren would come up under a heppy |

religious culture of mind and heart, the year |

would' miove forward with hallowed meaning, |

"and worldly influences 'would meet with a steady

counteraction. ' But, best of all, the effect would
§ive ‘more prominence to the life, deaths

A a whiapsr of *' pescy” wab heard, LM'M Work of the' Saviotr, aid Tess to

And she thought in her dream that her soul took
' flight s
"To a blessed and bright abode ;
She saw a throne of .dessling light,
And harps were ringing and robes were white,
Made white in & Saviour’s blood.

And she saw such a countless throng around
As she pever had seen befere— {

Their heows with jewels of light were crpwned,

And sorrow and sighing no place bad fouad,
For the troubles of time were o'er.

Then s white-robed maiden orme forth and said,
#Joy! joy ! for thy trials are past! p

I am one that thy gentle words Bave led

In the narrow pataway of Tife to tread—
1 welcome thee home at last!”

And the teacher gased on the maiden’s face
She had seen thst face on earth,

When, with soxious heart, in her wonted place,

She bad told ber charge of a Saviout’s grace,
And their need of a sccond birth.

dispatdtions ot the philssopby of doctrine. The
life of piety is ini {ts personal fuith in Jesus snd
rlqﬁ'b him, snd' not it the perfection of logic.

Asleep in the Enchanted Ground,
BY REY. OBO. BURROWS, D.D.

The enchisnted ground must be passed through
by those on the ‘pilgrimage to glory. Though
entirely different in its nature from the valley of
the shadow of death, aud less terrible in appear-
ance, it' sncompasses the soul with dangers mo
loss perilous and deadly. In the valley of the
shadow of death, the believer is obiiged to grap-
ple in & heud to hend conflict with the devil, and
amid ‘grest epiritual darkness treed his way
through dangerous snares of the ‘tempter and
bissphemous suggestions from the invisibie pow-
ers of darkness. Oan the enchanted ground the
danger is from being overtaken with spiritual
lethargy and failing asleep. Batan varies his
devices.  Pailing 10 crush us in the earlier part
of our course by flery darts and violent tempta-
tions, be will towards the last try measures mild,

Then the teacher smiled, ard an angel said,
“ Qo forth to thy work again ;

Risnet in vain that the seed is shed:

If ouly one soul to the cross js led,
Thy labor is not in vain.”

And stlast she woke, and her knee she bent
In goatetol, childlike prayer ;

And she'ptuyed 1ill an answer of peace was sent,

And Paith sad Hope s a rainbow blent,
Q'er the aloads of ber earthly care.

And abe rose in joy, sd her eye was bright, -

Her sorrow and grief had fled,
And her soul was calm and her beart was light,
Fot her bar ds were strong in her Saviour’s might
As forth to her work ste sped.

Then rise, fellow teacher, to labor go !
Wils seatter the precious grain—
" "Thougathe fruit may never be seen below,
Be suretiat the seed of the Word shall grow ;
Toil on iafaith,—thou soon shalt know

insidious, end less suspected. The soldier who,
like Sisora, bas, fearless and unhurt, confronted
a host, may be readily “ pierced snd stricken
through,” when, unsuspecting, in a tent, be is
fust ssleep, and “ this Enchanted Ground is one
of the last refuges that the enemy to pilgrims
bas ; whereforé it is, as you see, placed almost
at the end of the way, and so it standeth against
us with the more advantage. For when, thinks
the enemy, will these fools be so desirous to sit
down as when they are weary? And wheo so
like to be weary as when almost st the journey’s
end P Therefore it is that the enchanted ground
is placed so nigh to the land of Beulah, aud so
near the end of their race. Wherefore let the
pilgrims look to themselves, lest it happen to
them as it has done to these that, as you see,
are fallen asleep, and none ean awake them.”
Then the violence of temptation seems to dis-

viously encountered have to a great degree

“ Thy lbor is uot in vainl”
- —8. 8. World.

Christmas and Congregationalists,

&nv. W. W. PATT0K, D.D., OF CHICAGO, ILL.

{ Ground.”

appear, and the perplexities and sorrows pre-| thee: thou saidst, Fear not.” Lam. iii. 65,

ceased. Buccess has been attained in business ;| “giveth grace.” He perfects strength in weak-
weaith has been more or less acquired ; outward | ness. “ When the bigh cedars,” says Philip
circumstances are more easy ; inward conflicts | Henry, “ tumble down, the
bave been succeeded by quietude and peace.|* When I am weak,” says the great spostle,
The eatrthly repose so keenly sought by men of | “ then am I strorg.”
the world is apparently realized ; and as the asint | cripple of Peniel, was made strong in the mo-
surveys his more comfortable circumstances, he | ment of his apparent weakness. He received s

tion, rejection, death, résurrection, and pents- | the means taken by a Redeemer's love to keep | but as he feeds the hungry through human in- The : . _ .
costal effusion P Yot to how many etrs the|you from falling asleep in the enchanted ground. | stumentality, so does he bestow his grace in con- | one of the cbusches, when it was proposed to This is one of the most destitute mnlnlolour‘lnu.tbrou_‘huhchouu down in cheers, in which
establish & union prayer meeting, in the midst Provinee. The colporiage work is much needed | the jury joined.
of & crowd of people in the.street, said, he * was | hore. I found some families unable to read, and ‘ It was now the stranger’s turn. He rises be-
not going to pray, when he paid the minister to & fow without the Bibie and religious books. 1| fore the bar, not behind it, and so near the won-
pray for him.’ There are many neighborboods, | supplied every family with books, either by sale | dering jury that he might touch the foreman
| and scores snd even hundreds of families in this | or grants ; the most of them purchased some.
—=———— | county, as well as in other counties along the | I visited a few Roman Catholic families, and
| shore-region, in this deplorably ignorant condi- | found them quite willing to receive tracts. Bab-

His death was touchingly and gloriously tri-
umphant. How mueh is told in the simple,
words, when the summons came for him to die,
“ This Mr. Standfast was he that the rest of the
pilgrims found upon his knees in the Eachanted

Thoughts about God.

Fear not thou werm Jaeob....1 will help thee, saith
tlho l.pu“.l:nd thy Redeemer, the Holy Oune of Israel
8. Xil. .

“ Worm Jacob!” what weskness, insignifi-

cance, unworthiness ! Yet it is this helpless, grov-

ling * worm ” that occupies the thoughts of God,

receives his sympathy, and bas the assurance of

his a!mighty aid.

Believer, beaten down it may be with a great

fight of afiliction, or trembling under a sense of

thine unworthiness and guilt; mourning the

ecldness of thy' faith, the lukewsrmuness of thy

fove, the frequeney of thy backslidings, the fit-

fulness of thy best purposes, and the feeblengss

of thy best-services ; thy God draws nigh to thee.

He remembers' that though thod art'e worm, atill

thou srt “ worm Jaeod,” his own beloved coven-

ant me ; and he tells thiit the thoughts which he

thinks toward thee are * thoughts of peaed, and

not of evil” Mark his message of comfort:

* Fear not.” His promise: * I will help thee.”
I'be gusrantee which he gives for the fulfilment
of that promise : it is his own great name ; * sqith
the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of lirael”
“ By''whous shall Jacob srise P says the pro-
phet Amos, “ for he is' small” - We'bave here
an shewer. “He shll tisé by the might' of . his
covenant God {' the God 'who has given Jesus as
a pledge for the bestowment of all other bless-
ings. “ 1 will help thee!” Yes, poor wesk,
trembling one, * Jehovah”—* thy “ Redeemer”
—* the Holy One of Israel’—in ‘other words,
Omnipotence, Love, Righteousness are enibark-
ed on thy side, and pledged for thy sslvation. He
loves to draw nigh to his people in the extremity
of their weakness.: “ He will not bresk the
bruised reed, he will not quench. the smoking
flax.” Man would do so. Man would often
erush the writhing worm under his feet ; bid the
trembling penitent away : but he whose thoughts
are not as our thoughte says, * Neither do I con-
demn thee.” “ He shall deliver the needy when
he erieth, the poor also, and him that hath no
helper.” Psa. Ixxii. 12”7 * All yo seed of Jacob
glorify him ; and fear him all ye seed of Israel,
For he hath not despised nor abhorred the af-
fliction of the sffl cted, neither hath he hid his
face from him; but when he cried unto him he
beard.” Psa. xzii. 23, 24, Listen to the testi-
mony of one such lowly suppliant: * I called
upon thy name, O Lord, oat of the low dungeon,
Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon

Beek to be humble. It is to the humble God

shrubs are safe.”

Worm Jacob the balting

pection with human efforts.—Sunday School |

Times.

|
For two years past the Society has been giv- |
ing considerable attention to * waste places” in I
the Proviuce of Nova Scotia, and with the most
gratifying suctess. We have had nine Colpor-
teurs employed for parts of the year, who bave
cifeulated, by sales and grants, books énd tracts
to the value of $3,603.35, beside sixteen bun-
dred copies of the Messenger, and twenty-seven
hundred copies of the Child’s Paper. Rev. Alex-
snder McBean, who is & Colporteur and Super.
intendent of Colportage in the Province, gives
the folle account of this field of labor:
» Province, comprising eighteen counties,
has a populstion of upwards of 300,000. Its
resources, especially minerals, coal, iron, and
gold, also its fisheries and agriculture, are very
grest. It is making sure and consiantly in-
creasing progress in developing them. Com-
merce is gaining; railroad and other communi-
cations are being rapidly extended. With the
development and increase of these resources,
and of the arts of industry, population and
wealth will also increase. The present condi-
tion of the Province, compared with that of fif-
teen years ago, is greatly improved.
“A considerable portion of the population is
Catholic, of Scotch origin. One county, with
16,000 inhabitants, all Scotch Highlanders or
their descendents, contains only 4000 Protes-
tants. One of our colporteurs spent about two
months s-o'n‘ them, and was everywhere well
received, and met with very good success in dis-
posing of the Society’s publications. In the Is-
land of Cape Breton, also, » considerable part
of the populstion is of this class, though the
msjority is Protestant.
“In another county, settled originally to a
considerable extent by Germans, one colporteur
reports 130 families found destitute of the whole
or a part of the Word of God.

* In another part of the Province there is a
mountainous regios, extending along the shores
of the Bay of Fandy, seventy or eighty miles in
length, and five to tén in breadth. This district
is pretty thickly settled, snd very destitute in
respect to a preached gospel, Sabbath Schools,
and other means of grace. Along the Southern
shore, on the Atlantic coast, a large part of the
population is composed of bardy and industri.
ous fishermen and their families. Among these
there is & great moral destitution and indiffer-
ence to spiritual interests,

“ We have an active, laborious and evangeli-
cal ministry. The various denominations are
doing their utmost to reach the whole population
with a preached gospel. But here, as in other
places, it is impossible for the ministry to do all
that needs to be done. To meet fully the wants
and necessities of the population of this Pro-
vinee, Colportage, as conducted by the American
Tract Society, I believe to be an absolute meces-
sity, It is catbolic, and restricted by no name
or denomination ; missionary in its spirit and
character, and seeks out the poor and ignorant,

ion. Immorality, profanity, and intemperance bath schools are not so general in Guysbore’ as

an earnest desire for Tract Society Colportage, | ol

most 10 second and sustain the work.

udmiﬂondoud‘mdyvlom'ioqol ty
his name in the salvation of soule.”

public or prayer meetings; sold 750 dolisrs | of

sad Guysboro’.

ran to a eorner, and brought what he called his| i
purse.  After various turnings and untyings he | wi
brought ten cents to the light of day aad pur-
chased a ‘ Dew Drop.’ 1 gave him the little book |

Io every bouse I leave some good reading, and | o5

doing good.

seriously. He

man ; and [ will net part with it while I live!’

hood in which six familiés lived inolated and
poor. I was frequently told not to go, that I
would be insulted if not *kicked out of the
house,’ as the people were lawless and godless,

I laid the cuse before my Master, and implored
his assistance in opening and peparing the way
before me; and in humble dependence upon His
presence going with me, [ called first upon the
eldest, and leader of the group, and found him

visited by ministers of the goapel.
Anotber mites; ] commenced my labors in | with such in almost ¢
May ; from that time to the first of March, near- | the colporteur a cordial welcome ; and some
ly ten mooths, I travelled 2,200 miles; visited | manifest o willingness to engage in religious
2,461 families, with 1,027 of whom 1 prayed of | sonveraation. Such persons purchase as many
conversed on, personal religion ; sddressed 22| hooks ag they can, and thankfully receive grants

portage work may prove s blessing to many

and gives the assurance that he will do his ut- | souls.”

M:. F. writes :—* The experience which I
“It is my earnest wish and prayer that God | hyve gained while prosecuting the work, "has
would take this work ioto his own hends, pro- | oonfirmed my belisf that colpertage is peculiar-
vide for it sbundantly in men and means, pour | |y adapted to the wants and necessities of indi-
out his Holy Spirit in connection with the truth | viguals and communities. Bspecially is this the
ciroulated and theefforts of those engaged in it, | case with those who seldom have the opportuni-

of of getting religious books, and are seidom
We meet

locality. They give

small books and tracts. I trust thet the seed

worth of books; and granted $60 00 worth to | which has been sown may. germiinate and bear
the poor and destitute ia the coupties of Pictou | feyit 10 the glory of God. One Sabbath school
In some cases my prospects | which had not been in operation for some time,
were Dot very encouraging; but in many in- | was re-orgauized under very favorable eircam-
stances everything favored my labars, and often | stances, in consequence of my visiting the loca-
when I least expected it. The first day I travel- | lity and urging upon some of the leading per-
ed, on entering & bouse, the abode of poverty | sons the importance of starting the school, and
and misery—a drunkard’s home—I showed my | offered to supply them with books at s very res-
books to a little boy who stood at adistance ; he | sonable rate. Other Sabbath schools incipased

numbers and interest after getting supplied
ith books.””

Mr. B. writes : —* Halifax County, my field
labor, has been much neglected and over-

'hyounulufv?'r'i& s few haod-bills, as » iooked by the Christian communily ; it is en ins
rewsrd for keeping bis money for & good use. teresting field, and would amply repay all laber

pended upon it. In mauy parts there is vesy

by God’s blessing it has been instrumental in | jistle preaching ; perbaps not more than once in
four or six weeks. The people are very desis-
“ On entering s certain house, I gave a few | ous to have stated preaching ; But owing to the
tracts to the people, abd among them I observed | smaiinces of their means they are unable to sus-
a stranger, to whom I gave one of Ryle’s hand- | tdin it. They might: have the wigular prayer
bills, with an injunction to read and ponder it | meeting, and the SBabbath school to trsin wp the
it immediately; looked very | young. The children are now allowed to find
thoughtfel, folded it carefully and put it into his | their own' pieasure on the Lord’s day, and grow
pochet. - A fow weeke afterwards, I called at his | up without religious instruction. The Esstern
house. His wife asked me, if | was the man |shore of this countey is but sparsely settled, and
who gave her husband a tract three weeks ago. | s great amount of labor has to be performed in | the sun seemed dark at
[ replied in the affirmative. She said sbe would | order to come at the peaple. The greater part |on such a monster. And then fixing both por-
not part with that traet for the world, adding,— | of the male population are away in the summer | traits on the abrinking Hopkins fasteced them
By God’s blessing it has made me a good wo- | season, following their calling on the Labrador |there forever. The agitation of the audience
and Newfoundiand cossts; aad the winter see- {smounted almost to madness,

w1 visi 1 i h son is inconvenieat for traveling in those parts.
e e e I bave found in every house a family Bible. 1|Perilous height. His voice wailed out for the
find in all my wanderings thet, although the |Murdered DEAD AND LIVING —the
people generslly are not destitute, they mach Mary, more beautiful gvery moment as ber tears
need the truth in their hearts, to make them |fowed faster—iill men wept snd sobbed like
quarrelsome smong themselves and with others, | Fich in spiritusl things. At Waverly Gold Dig- | childeen,

giogs thére is much evil. Men of all classes are
brought together ; many are well akilled in shuf- and through them to the bystanders : he advised
fling cards, and familiar with the ways of the the panel, after they should bring in a verdict
inebriate. A minister of the gospel who bas |fOF the plaintiff not to offer violence to the de-
preached several times among them gives it e fendant, however richly he might deserve it ; in

me. In the capital of the county a Descon of | The month of November I spent in Guysboro.’ |spoke first, followed by Pike and Prentise. The

with his long, bony finger. He proceeded to tear
10 pieces the arguments of Ashley, which melted
away at his touch like frost before a sunbeam ;
every one looked surprised. Anon he came to

| tion,
have prevailed to a fearful extent. Every evan- | in otber counties that I visited. Upoa the whole | the daszling wit of the poet lawyer, Pike. Then
gelical mizister 1 meet in this region expresses I am enccuraged, and hope and pray that the

the curl of his lip grew sharper, his smooth face
began to kindle up, and his eyes to open, dim
and dreary no longer, but vivid as lightning, red
as fire globes, and glaring as twin meteors. The
whole soul was in the eye; the full heart stream-
ed out of his face. Then, without bestowing an
illusion to Prentiss, he turned short round on
the perjured witnesses of Hopkins, tore their
testimony into shreds, and hurled in their faces
such terrible invectives that all trembled like
aspens, and two of them fled from the court
bouse. The excitement of the crowd was be-
coming tremendous. Their united life and soul
seemed to hang upon the burning tongue of the
stranger, and he inspired them with the power
of his passions. He seemed to have stolen
nature’s long hidden secret of attraction. But
his greatest triumph was to come.

His eyes began to glance at the assassin, Hop-
kins, as his lean, taper fingers assumed the same
direction, He hemmed the wretch within a wall
of strong evidence and impregnable argument,
cutting off sll hope of escape. He dug beneath
the murderer's feet ditches of dilemma, and held
up the slanderer to the scorn and contempt of
the populace. Having thus girt him about
with s circle of fire, he stripped himself to the
work of massacre.

Oh! then it was a vision both glorious and
dreadful to bebold the orator. His actions be-
came as impetucus as the motion of an oak in a
bugsieane, His voice became a trumpet filled
with wild whirl-pools, deafening the ear with the
crashes of power, and yet intermingled all the
while with a sweet undersong of the softest
oadence. His forehead glowed like a heated
furnace, his countensnce was haggard like that
of a maniac, and ever and anon he flung his long
and bony arme on high, as if grasping after
thunderbolts.

He drew a picture of murder in such appalling
colors that in comparison hell itself might seem
besutiful; he painted the slanderer so black that
day, when shini

All at once the speaker descended from his

beautiful

Hoe elosed by a strange exbortation to the jury,

other words, * not to lynch the villain, but leave

at home. At first he looked very fiercely at me. | bis opinion, that they are given up to the ways | O12er W ¢ S

However, by & social chat about his wordly af- | of Satan. I bave experienced much kindness his punisbment with rod.” This was the moat

fairs, &e., I gained his attention. His only from pastors and people. Tbe ministers of the arttul trick of all, and best calculated to insure
i of eol, os [V
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M:;L"&" ceaturiss the larger portion of the begins to hope he is now st least beyond the | new name ; as a prince, he had power with God
. e ;r;trmrhumobut?od the r?uh of d.n.:or, and is to enjoy bereafier spi- | and prevailed.” Be it nim to go in t:n' sgrength supplying them with the works of Baxter and |eent. ‘I showed them my books, and read selec- | Valuable.”—Rep. of N. Eng. Br. Am. Traet So.| 2908 hoight b ormonds Tsokins wes
of his birth. The Puritans d_" d“'"""""! ritual tranquility unic'i ul:tbly comfort. 'Tbc of the Lord God. ':l will help thee,” is enough Doddridge, Bunyan and Owen, Venn and Rich- | tions from some of them. He bad no money = | taken out of bed by lyn o o
iyl -t disuse tho. observ- nm.nl ton'd_oney of thu_:p in such a state is to| for n.ll the emerg of the pr reent, and all the | mond, and many other kindred authors,—those |to purehase with; but with his consent, I gave s dasth s the wm'h .d':," g
e e 2 e o et oo ity b k| o ke oo e M . sl e e ]
’ w oils and confliots of so long a | future. instances by the Bpirit o in the salva- |ter could. To gave Baxter's "wee o “ Jol i i
1 . mﬁ‘:‘::z C:ll:gnln:f‘::. chu:::!,i:;i luml.. the soul l‘hinh with these comforts “ H‘PPY is he that hath the God of Jacob tion of souls. Thnn are some P‘ﬂlo’lﬁl Pro- PN." that she would read that and ‘hn|t m VOIIIBM!' cOIllIl.l. u.m’h.::,hl“;l:::npn.* here this evening,
* p o S r T Tt etion s ooy B ns Anduse | for bia help, and whoss hope is in the Lard his | vince where it is impostible to send & minister of 1o her father. I visited all the families in ¢ A THRILLING sTROY. s oA .
ormed purt of & system of multiplied buman | in 4 little relaxation sod reposs. But never hes | God.” —Res. J. MacDuf: sospel.  But by colportage, by pel neighborboeod with similar results ; Grging them |  Jop. Toolor was licensed, when & youth of o proach, and the howse Vb arowded.
ceremonies, which had resulted in & dead ritual- | the danger been greater. Notwithstanding the prayerfal effort, by the 5...._.'“&" of the |all to attend some cburch where the gospel was | o~ " - ';" He "“ I bave 'llohnod to Clay, Webster and Calhoun—
m, a8d wsr not chrowologically correct ‘as an | danger inseparable from being 1n the tent of truth in the printed page, the less may be hed, and where God promisss o mest with | pus -!Il .d' F“'-:d . uucd"“" to Dwight, Baseom and Beecher—but never
uwiveesary.  As to the latter poiat, the allege- | Juol, Sisera might have been safe had he not Answers to Prayer. awakened, error may be removed, and the way | His people and bless them. 1 Jeft this settle- s R:““,' ’::":‘d : ﬁ heard anything ia the form of sublime words
tio s probably true, though it does mot weigh | yielded to sleep. This enabled the enemy to| A wealtby farmer knelt one morning before | of the Lord prepared. The Bpirit and provi- | ment deeply impressed with what 1 saw and i ..lhi. for |. ge s even approzimating to the eloquence of John
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family cares. Finding himself in want, be had | sire, and hope and pray for, yet there have been | broken. The day is fast apposching when priest- il 'LI " g o otker vebicles. Recently, I was consulted by a
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NED IN mouat. It was therefere natural, almost inevi-[ .. Job, ¢ We shall die in our nest.” Job xxix. | the naked, feed the hungry, relieve the distressed, | copal church ; four Lutheran ; three Pregbyteri. | st winter ; and thet be b’“lh‘_“ to resd and| ment, Public opinion was setting in for Hop- | the window.
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