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Not in Vain.
vein," a teacher said, 
was marked by eare ; 
vain." She bowed her bead, 

ead were the tears aha ehed 
moment of dark despair.

m «eery end wore, end my hende are weak.
Aid my eoutege is welt nigh gene ;

give lived to the words 1 «peak, i":
for a promts* of fruit I eeak, 

the eeed,of the Word is sown."

•he wept, «
For bet spirit with grief wee etirred, , ;

dark, and at leal aha slept, i, 
m o’er her spirit crept, 
r of " peace" we* heard.

eli* thought in her dream that bar eool took 
Sight ■ ! * \

To a bleeeed end bright abode ;
She sew a throne of dueling light.
And harpe were ringing end robes were white, 

Made white in a Saviour’e blood. „t,j

And abe saw such a cuunlleee throng aroend 
Ai abe caver bad sern bafatw ■ 1

Their heows wilh jewels of light were crowwad. 
And sorrow and aighing no plane bed fonnd. 

Fur the troubles of time wmw o’er.

Then a white-robed maiden earns forth and «aid 
» Joy t joy ! for Uiy triala are past I 

1 am oee that thy gentle words hate led 
fa the oar rue pathway of life to tread—

I welcome thee home at last !"

And the teacher gated on the maiden's fa* ;
She had men that faee on earth,

When, with anaioua heart, in her wonted place, 
She had told her charge of a Saviour’» gram, 

And their need of a second birth.

Thai the leecher smiled, end an angel eaid,
- Go forth to thy work again ;

It is act in vain that the seed le ehed :
Ifmlyewe soul to the cross fa fad,

Tky labor is not in vain."

had it last the woke, and her knee she bant 
la penial, childlike prayer ;

And thepqed till en answer of pee* waa sent, 
And Faith sad Hepe * a rainbow blent,

O’er the «toed» of bet earthly eare.

Aad ake tew in joy, and her eye wea bright,
Her sorrow and grid had led,

And her soul ww calm and her heart was light, 
Fw her bet da weia ttro- g in her Saviour’s might 

Aa forth to har.woik ska aped.

Twa rim, fallow teacher, u labor go !
W* matter the ptaeiow pain—

'Th nap the fruit may never he mm belew,
Be autehet the eeed e< tha Word ehell grow ;
Toil on hleith,—thou aoon ahaltknew 

" Thy l*or ie nut in vital*
" y S. Wtrli.

tion, rejection, death, hMurrection, and penta- the mean» taken by a Kedeemer’e love to keep 
eeetal effusion f Yet to bow many am the I you from falling «leap in the enchanted ground, 
words eigniSoant of aueh commemoration have There fa no nobler oharacter drawn in the “ Pil- 
aPopfah sound—the words Advent, Lent, Easier ; grim's Progrès» ” that that of Mr. Standfast, 
and Trinity, * marking mason», or the word» Hia death waa touchingly and gloriously tri-

but aa he feed» the hungry through human io- 
atumentality, ao do* he bestow hia grace in con­
nection wilh human effuru.—Sunday School 
Times.

I Christa*» and Cugng&tioaàlitts.

I S.I,r- "■ tr. paner, d.»., or cnictoo, ilu 
Fur msay centuries lie larger portion of the 

. nommai Church of Christ haa observed the 
lewly-lli dtj of December as the anniversary 
of kit birth. The Puritan» disused the observ­
ance of Christmas, because it was neither en- 

Jafasd nor mentioned in Scripture, was not found 
meg the early custom» of the church, had 

become ideatifad with Romish superstitions, 
formed pan if « system of multiplied human 
eerrmoniss, tilth had resulted in a deed ritual- 
km, aad ear not chronologically correct * an 

linoary. As to the Uttar point, the aile ga­
um is probably true, though it do* not weigh 

* aa an objection. D.ffcrent learned author» 
i ««signed the birth of the Saviour to every 

month in the year, and the earlieet church ob­
servance waa in the spring season, which aeoorda 
batter with the facte of the Scripture narrative 
aa to the enrollment in progress, requiring travel 
by the people to distant places, and the preeenee 
of the shepherds in the field at night with their 

is. let, if it be well to honor the fact of 
Christ's birth by some outward obeervanoe, in 
our ignorance of the precise anniversary, we may 
agree upon any day that may be generally con­
venient.

The other objection» hare mote force, and two 
•nturiw knee had «till greater power. In com 
fag out of Romaniam, the more ooosiatent and 
aautioua Protestante were not improperly aue- 
piciosa of all observance» not enjoined in Scrip- 
tera. They had aeffsred aorely from a spurious 
Christianity, in which the Virgin had supplanted 
her divine Son. Saints’ days bad become more 
«eared then the Lord'» day ; human ordinances 
and sacrament* had overlaid those of Ood’a ep- 
pointmanla, and ehurcb rule* had obtained eupre- 
•aey over the decalogue and the sermon on the 
mouat It wy therefore natural, almoat inevi- 
•able, tint y„ putjtlni| «ho had endured so 
®uch from what they deemed a half-reformed 
church, should go to the very verge of simplicity, 
*e,,i°gi indeed, nothing further to be found in 
•hat direction than Quakerism.

But iu$sieot time has now elepeed to have 
■•^•hed a new eipetience under tbie austere 

and to indiaa a possible deficiencies in 
effeot It haa been made apparent 

extreme of simplicity doe* not estisfy 
taring i of all truly piou» «oui», whether 
to dilarenoa of tempérament ot of oultuie. 

inlauigent mind» recognise a proper 
^ tween observance» purely artificial 

-eligioua error,each ae penances 
kind aud e0,,hiP of •*• Vi'«'n “d 

and the* v>h’ lhou«h «* •Bj0*ned 
yet oetura. ' •*P*a*i°,ie of ptoty. 
with evangelic* ••'••B- 

matter of Christmas, when *eed from 
should not be treated aa e • i.*®lnlnd 

wral «dew of 
et the y»a« 

fa ef Chriet. 
like thought

Christa»**, Good Friday, Holy Thursday, Whit­
suntide, ate., aa pointing to annivennry days f 

If w« could forget peinfcl associations in the 
peat, nsd eoeld drop s few awkward, antiquated, 
and new unintelligible name*, It would sorely be 
pkasaat to have each araaon of the year linked 
with «orna aeaee In the history of Jeaus which 
should be appropriately commemorated io the 
•ervtow of the family end of the church. In 
each ease, children would come up under • happy 
religious culture of mind and heart, the year 
wbeld move forward with hallowed meaning, 
and worldly Inâuenees would meet with a steady 
counteraction. Bet, bwt of all, the affect woold 
be 16 give mere prominenoe to the life, death» 
and personal work of the Bavioer, and haa to 
disputation* eh the phUotopby of doctrine. The 
Ufa of ptoty fa in ita personal faith in Jaaua and 
lofi to Mm, ao* not In the perfection of logic.
Ultli fllBl Uiiü blUff Si!*! *K>I1T I!

-i «1 i; 1 *-
Asleep in the Enchanted Ground.

;1 o cn er nnv. eno. avnnowa, d.d.

The enehaeted ground moat be passed through 
by the* ee the pilgrimage to glory. Though 
entirely diffhrent in its nature from the valley of 
the shadow of death, and lees terrible in eppear- 
anee, fa eueempeeeea the eoul with dangers no 

pari Iowa end deadly. In the valley of the 
of death, the believer fa obliged to grap 
heed aw head ooafiict with the devil, and 

apirknwl darknaee treed hi* way 
i dangaraea anaree of ih* tempter aed 

the invisible pow­
er* ef dathn— On the enchanted ground the 
danger fa from being overtaken with spirituel 
lethargy and falling asleep. Satan varie» hia 
devioee. Failing to crush ua in the earlier part 
ef our eeeree by lery dart* end violent tempta­
tion», he will toward» the last try measures mild, 
ioeidiowa, end torn aospeeted. The soldier who, 
like Sieerm, hoe, (earless end unhurt, confronted 
a boat, may be readily “ pierced end stricken 
tbroogfc," when, unsuspecting, in a tent, be is 
feat asleep, and •• this Enchanted Ground ie one 
ef the leet refugee that the enemy to pilgrims 
bee ; wherefore it ie, as you eee, placed elmoet 
at the and of the way, and so it atandeth again»! 
ua with the more advantage. For when, think» 
the enemy, will these fool» be ao deairous tv ait 
dowo ae when they ere weery t And when an 
like to be weery aa when almost et the journey's 
end f Therefore it fa that the enchanted ground 
fa pieced eo nigh to the land of Beulah, and so 
wear the end of their race. Wherefore tot the 
pilgrims look to them selves, fast it happen to 

It bee done to these that, aa yon eee, 
are fallen asleep, and none ean awake them." 
Then the violence of temptation «earns to dis­
appear, and the perplexities and sorrows pre­
viously encountered have to a great degree 

Success ha* been attained in business ; 
wealth hia been more or lee* acquired ; outward 
circumstances ere more easy ; inward conllicta 
lave been succeeded by quietude and peace. 
The earthly repo** eo keenly «ought by men of 
tha world fa apparently realised ; and ae the saint 
surveys hfa more comfortable eircumetsncee, he 
begin» to hope he fa now et least beyond the 
reach of danger, and ie to enjoy hereafter spi­
ritual tranquility amid earthly comfort. The 
natural tendency of things in such a state fa to 
lull into spiritual drowsiness and carnal security. 
Ia view of the toile and conflicts of eo long s 
straggle, the «oui think» with these comforts 
surrounding and Inviting we aaey at last Indulge 
In a little «taxation and repose. But never hae 
the danger been greeter. Notwithstanding the 
danger inseparable from being in the tent of 
Jeel, 8'sera might have been safe had he not 
yielded to sleep. Thfa enabled tha enemy to 
approach wilh stealthy step, and strike uncon- 
ajioualy to her victim the deadly blow.

Hence the importance of being kept awake 
when we are in the enchanted ground. Our 
Esther in heaven doe» accordingly deal with ua 
for guarding againet the danger of there failing 
asleep. In the light of what haa been now eaid, 
we can aee a reason for many of the trials and 
sorrows which mark the believer's closing days- 
One who hia been called the prince of theolo­
gian! writes : " Ordinarily it ie ao in the holy, 
wiee providence of Ood, that afflictions increase 
with ege. It ie eo in an especial manner with 
ministers of the gospel ; they have many 
them e «here ie the lot of Peter, which our Lord 
Jeeus Christ declared unto him, Joo. xxL 18 
• When thou waat young, thou girdeet thyaelf, 
and walkeat whither thou wouldat ; but when 
thou ahalt be old, thou ahalt atreloh forth thy 
hands, and another shall guide thee, aud carry 
thee whither thou wooldet not’ Beside» those 
natural distempers and infirmities which accom 
pany the decays of Ufa, troublas of life and in 
tbair affaira do usually grow upon them, when 
they look for nothing lees, but are ready to «ay 
with Job, ‘ We «bail die in our neat.’ Job xxix. 
18. So it waa with Jacob after all hfa hard labor 
and travel to provide for hfa family, euch thing! 
fall out in hfa old age, as had almost broken his 
heart."

These afflictions are the measures taken by 
Him who loves whom He cheetene, to guard 
against our sinking into the apititual torpor that 
fa the forerunner of eternal death. The absence 
of the a* trial* and ef times unremitting toils 
which gather like aloud* around the autumn of 
• life whew summer has been laborious and fruit­
ful, might make your mind eaay during the little 
remnant of your stay ee earth ; it 
lew desirable year position in heeven. These 
trials are the latter rain which ie nwemary for 
revive^ and perils cling the spiritual husbandry 
of your «oui. And when, w years go by, we 
And our Ufa hae taken a different course from 
whet we intended and wished ; that our hoprn 
tore failed in refer* nee to worldly auoeres and 

se I that the eely hope Lily or more than fully 
realised hw hwe the hepe linked with our early 
aed late pi., .«r tor bob new ; that arouad ua are 
lying the rwiaa ef ew ewn eariwr plana aad pur­
poses, amid whtoh oer heart etande w a solitary 
alter ehlaae with flaw frees heaven ; all tbie shows 
the love of Him who * hath wt apart him that 
la goldiy, far himaalf " And the sorrow whtoh 

yen fan! your dapeodeow on dt

umphant How mash is told in the 
words, whan the eummona came tor him to die, 
“ This Mr. Standfast ww he that the rwt of the 
pilgrim» found upon hfa knew in the Enchanted 
Ground."

$tlig!0Bs ItitlligtMt.

Thoughts about God.
Fear act thou were Jacob ...1 will help the*, eakh 

the IMi. sod thy lledeewmr, the Rely On* ef Israel 
la*. aU. It.

" Worm Jacob !’’ what waaknew, inaignifl- 
cance, unworthinea* ! Yet it ia this belpleaa, grov- 
bog •• worm ” that occupies the thoughts of God, 
receives hia sympathy, and baa the ewurence of 
hfa almighty aid.

Believer, beaten down it may be with a great 
light of affliction, nr trembling under a wnw of 
thine unwortbinew and gwilt ; mourning the 
evldnew of thy faith, the hshewarmaew ef thy 
love, the frequency ef thy backsliding*, the flt- 
fulnsa* of thy bwt purposes, and -the feeblanaw 
of thy heat ssrview ; thy Ood draws nigh to ties. 
He remembers that though thee art a warm, «till 
thou art “ worm Jacob," hie ewn hatsved coven­
ant me ; end he tella that the thoughts which he 
thinks toward thee are M thoughts of pea**, and 
not of evil" Mark hfa message of eomfart: 
“Fear not.” Hie promies : •• I mil http the*.’ 
The guarantee which he give* for the fulfllment 
of thet promise : it fa hia own great name ; “ «mil 
the Lord, Iky Redeemer, the Holy One of ltrod,''

* By whom «halt Jacob arise Ie «aye the pro­
phet Amt*, * for h# is amalL" We have her* 
•n answer. He shall tie* by the trig!* ef hfa 
covenant Ood { the Ood who haa given Jeaue to 
a pledge for the bwtowmeM ef nil ether bless­
ing*. “ 1 will help thw !" Yw, poor week, 
trembling one, *• Jehovah”—“ thy * Redeemer” 
—“ the Holy One of Israel”—in other horde, 
Omnipotence, Love, Rightaoueneee ere embark­
ed on thy side, and pledged for thy salvation. Ha 
lovea to draw nigh to hie people in the extremity 
i f tbeir weakness. " He will not break the 
brniaed reed, he will net quench the sm< 
flex." Man would do eo Mae woold often 
crush the writhing worm under hfa feet ; bid the 
trembling penitent sway : bet he whew thought* 
are not *« our thoughts wye, " Neither do I 
damn thae." “ He «hall deliver the needy when 
he crieth, the poor also, end him that hath 
helper." Es*. Ixxii. H " •• All ye eeed ef Jacob 
glorify him ; end fear him ell ye eeed of Israel 
For he hath not despised nor abhorred the af­
fliction of the tffl clad, neither heth he hid his 
face from him ; but when he cried unto him he 
beard." Psi. nil 23, M. Listen to the trnti- 
mony of or.e inch lowly suppliant : “ I called 
upon thy tiatne, U Lord, out of the low dungeon. 
Thou dreweel near in the dey thet I celled upon 
thee : thou eaidst, Fear not." Lam. lit 66.

Seek to be humble. It 1# to the humble Ood 
“giveth grace." H» perfects strength in weak­
ness. “ When the high cédais," aays Philip 
Henry, “ tumble down, the ehrobe are safe.’1 
“ When I am weak," aays the great apostle,

then am 1 stroi g." Worm Jeeob the halting 
cripple ol Penial, ww made strong in the mo­
ment of hfa apparent weakness. Ha rewived a 
new name ; as a prince, he hid power with Ood 
and prevailed." Be it mine to go in the strength 
of the Lord God. “ I will help thee," fa enoogh 
for ell the emergeneiei of the prewnt, and all tha 
contingencies of an untried, and it may be, a dark 
future.

“ Happy ii he that hath the Ood of Jacob 
fa, hi. Uy, and whoee hop. i. fa the Lord hie 
God."—Moo. J. MacDnf.
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Answers to Prayer-
A wwlthy farmer knelt one morning before 

hfa family altar. Among other petition», 
prayed, with great apparent aarnwtnaaa, that 
God would clothe the neked, feed the hungry, 
relieve the distressed, and comfort all mourners.

A neighbor aat on the door-stone listening to 
that prayer. He waa one of those in dletrwe, 
end had come to obtain relief. He waa an in­
dustrious, herd-working man, eupporting hia 
family by the fruit of hfa daily toil. Thfa 
of auppert had ol late been cut oil Hfa wife 
waa iick, and a* he ww not able to hire a nurae, 
hie lime waa necessarily devoted to nursing and 
family cere». Finding himself in want, he had 
resolved to come to hfa wealthy Christian neigh­
bor, end aak him for two bushels of wheat, pro­
mising to pay him with hfa flrat earnings,

Ae aoon aa the prayer ww ended, he pent in 
and proffered hia request. It ww met with 
polite refusal. The wealthy farmer waa very 
tony that he could not accommodate, but he 
nwded ell hie whwt to enable him to loan » large 
•am of money. The poor man left the house 
aad and disappointed. Aa aoon aa the door wea 
closed, the farmer'» little eon stepped up to him 
end eeid, •• Father, did you not eak God to Clothe 
the naked, feed the hungry, relieve the distressed, 
end comfort all mourners I *

“ Yea, my eon ; but why do you aak the 
question ? "

“ Because, father, if I had your wheat I woold 
answer that prayer."

The man waa called beck and rewived what 
he had asked for. Doubtless the farmer found 
• blessing thet day which would not hnve been 
hi* if he had not done whnt be could to answer 
hfa own prayer. He could not relieve all,ia dis­
tress, but be could relieve on*.

Many petition» remain unanswered bacauee 
the petitioner dow net do what he can to «newer 
hia own prayers. A man of irascible temper 
prays in the morning thet Ood will make him 
meek and gentle that day. He leave» kia aioeet, 

eommanow hfa routine of daily duties. Soon 
e cause of vexation ariwa. The man flies 

into n , aeaion without one effort to curb hie 
Will that man receive an answer to hie 

prayer that Ood will help him that day to be 
k and gentle t Assuredly not, for he ia not 

doing whet be ean to answer hfa own prayar.
Again, a Christian in hia morning 

pray» liar a spiritual aed heavenly mind «bet day 
bet haring left the cloeat and the 
he never now daring the 
toward Ood an* heaven, 
an «newer to the petition 
OcrtaMy he will net, far he fa

a wyilgfft, whwh hw aiwww as.

American Tract Society.
For two years pwt tha Society has been giv­

ing considerable attention to “ waste place»" in 
the Proviow ef Nove Scotia, and with the moet 
gratifying aeeeeaa. We have had nine Coipor 
tours employed for parte of the year, who have 
circulated, by sales and grants, hooka and tracts 
to the value of $3,603 36, baeide sixteen hun­
dred copies of the Messenger, end twenty-*»Ten 
hundred copies ef the Child1» Paper. Rev. Alex 
sodef Me Bean, who il • Colporteur and Soper- 
Intendant of Colportage in the Province, gives 
the following account of thfa laid of labor

“ Thfa Province, compriaing eighteen eountfae, 
hae a population of upward» of 300,000. 
reaoureea, especially minerals, coal, iron, and 
gold, elao ita flsbarfa* and agriculture, are very 
great It fa making aura and constantly in 
creasing progress in developing them. Com­
merce fa gaining ; railroad and other communi­
cations are being rapidly extended. With the 
development and in créa ie of thaw reaoureea, 
and of the art* of industry, population and 
wealth will also increase. The present condi­
tion of the Province, compared with that of flf- 
teen years ago, fa greatly improved.

“A considerable portion of the population ia 
Celholic, of Scotch origin. One county, with 
16,006 inhabitants, all Scotch Highlander» 
their descendent», contain» only «000 Protes­
tant*. One of oer colporteurs spent about two 
month» among them, and wae everywhere well 
received, and met with very good eucoees In dis­
posing of the Society’e publication». In the Is­
land of Cape Breton, elao, a considerable pert 
of the population fa of thfa class, though the 
majority fa Protestant.

“ In another county, settled originally to 
considerable extant by Oermnna, one eolporteur 
reports 130 families found destitute of the whole 
or a part ol the Word of God.

•' In another part of the Province thaï» ia a 
mountainous region, extending sloeg the shone 
ef the Bey ef Fundy, seventy or eighty miles in 
length, and Ive to fan in breadth. This district 
ie peeUy thickly settled, end very destitute 
respect to n preached gospel, Sabbath Schools, 
and other means of grace. Along the Southern 
shore, on the Atlantic const, a large pert of the 
popalation fa composed of hardy and induetri. 
one fishermen and their families. Among these 
there fa • greet moral destitution and indiffer­
ence to spiritual interests,

“ We have an activa, laborious and evangeli­
cal ministry. The various denominations are 
doing their utmost to reach the whole population 
with a preached goepaL But bare, as in other 
placée, U fa impossible for the ministry to do all 
that need» to he done. To meat fully the wants 
and neeeesiliea of the population of tbie Pro­
vince, Colportage, aa conducted by the American 
Tract Society, I believe to be an abtolule neces­
sity. It ia catholic, and restricted by no » 
or denomination ; miaeionary in ita «pint and 
character, and seeks out the poor end ignorant, 
supplying them with the works of Baxter and 
Doddridge, Bunyan and Owen, Venn and Rieh 
mood, and many other kindred author»,—those 
very works that have been owned in a multitude 
of inetaneea by the Spirit of God in the salva­
tion of eouls. Thera are acme parte of thfa Pro­
vince where it ia imposai hie to send a minister of
£:.rrrL. Beî ** "’portae., by personal, 
priy$rfal effort, by the djutirimiat pt tht 
truth in the printed page, the eereleee may be 
awakened, error may be removed, and the way 
of the Lord prepared. The Spirit and provi­
dent* of God have moet eurely opened up the 
way and led the Society into thfa field ; end in­
atead of there being hindrances and adverse cir­
cumstance» the reverse fa the case. We are 
beckoned onwards. Appeal» far contribution» 
have been favorably responded to. The periodi­
cal» of the Society are increasing in circulation. 
God ia rafaing up men adapted to the work. To 
one of these he has given remarkable suooesi fa 
circulating the truth among the Catholic popula­
tion. And though the apititual result», ao far 
at known to ua, are cot ao extensive ae we de­
tire, end hope and pray for, yet then have been 
some case» reported of God’s blessing upon the 
truth end the labors of the eolporteur. A copy 
of ‘Come to Jeaue,’ given to • poor woman, waa

me. In the capital of the county a Deacon of The month of Nosember I «pent fa Geyabero.’ spoke flrat, followed by Pike end Prentiaa. The 
one ef the ehuaebee, when it was proposed to, This ia on* of the meal dealt tote eonntiee ef our latter brought the house down in cSeera, fa which 
establish a union prayer meeting, fa the midst Province. The colportage work fa mock nwded the jury joined.
of s crowd ef people fa the street, eaid, he • was, here. I found some families unable to rand, and 
not going to pray, when he paid the minister to ! a law without the Bible and religious hooka. I 
pray for him.’ Than an many neighborhood», | supplied every family wilh book», either by sale 
end scotea and even hundred» of families fa this or grants ; the moet of thee purchased seme.
county, ae well aa fa other eountiw along the 
shon-region, fa this deplorably ignorant oendi- 
lioo. immorality, profanity, and intemperance 
have prevailed to ■ fearful extent. Every evan 
gelieal mini»ter l meet fa this region cipreeee* 
an earnest desire for Tract Society Colportage, 
end givra the assurance that he will do hia ut­
most to second and sustain tha work.

“ It ie my earnest wish end prayer thet Ood 
would take this work into hia own hand», pro­
vide 1* it abundantly fa 
out hi* Holy Spirit in connection with the truth 
oireufated and the effort* of those engaged in it, 
aad canae it to redound greedy to the glory of 
hfa name fa the estivation of soils."

Another write*; “ I oomnwneed my 
May; from that time to the flrat of March, near­
ly ten month», I travelled 1,300 mile»; visited 
3,461 familma, with 1,037 of whom 1 prayed or 
oooverwd on personal religion ; addressed 32 
public or prayer m stings; sold 760 deli era 
worth of hooka ; and granted $66 00 worth to 
the poor and deatitete b the counties of Piston 
and Onyaboro’. In some case» my prospecta 
were not very encouraging; but fa many in­
stances everything favored my labors, and often 
when I beet expected it. The flrat day I travel, 
ed, on entering a houee, the abode of poverty 
end misery—« drunkard’s home—I showed my

the means of leading her to Jeaue. Than 
be many aueh cases unknown to ua. For the 
most part the same ground has been gone over 
only on*, eo that there haa bran little oppor­
tunity of ascertaining aueh facta.

"On* County where I have labored, fa almoat 
wholly settled by Germane. A very large por­
tion of the population fa fa • fearfully benighted 
condition. There ere six ministers of the Epis­
copal church ; four Lutheran ; three Presbyteri­
an ; and four or flve each of the Beptiet and 
Methodiet. One of thaw told me that he had 
eleven regular atationa at which be praaehed 
the Sabbath ; besides other pointa on week days. 
To show the condition fa which mnny people of 
this County are, I may state two or three fad- 

A minister for whom I preached 
certain Sabbath, held a service fa the evening 
of the enme day, in • *chool-house. Thee were 
about sixty person* prewnL H* bed no Bible 
with him, and there being none on the desk, he 
raked if some eee present would 
Thera wae noue to the house, 
wnw one living near go for one. An 
man rant bar daughter, twelve years of 
a Bible, but aha returned without being able to 
And one fa aay of the families near. Two mile* 
from one of the principal towns fa the County I 
•topped at a comfortable farm-house, spoke to 
the family end offered them religious hooka.

who stood at a distance ; he 
ran to a eotaer, and brought what he called hfa 
put*. After variée» turning» end untying* he 
brought ten cento to the light of day aed pur­
chased a ' Dew Drop.’ 1 gave him the little hook 
•Ia yoer aoulaeftP with a few hand-bills, aa a 
reward far keeping hia money for a good urn. 
In every houee I leave acme good reeding, and 
by God's hlrailng it hae been instrumental fa 
doing good.

On entering s certain houaa, I gave a few 
trast* to-the people, and among them I observed 
» etranger, to whpm I gave one of Ryle’e hand­
bill*, with an imenction to reed and ponder it 

Ha teed fa Immediately, looked very 
thought*»!, fielded k miefeUy and pul it fate hfa 
pocket. A few week* afterwards. I railed at hfa 

Hfa wile asked me, If I wee the men 
who geve her hweheed e tract three week* ego. 
I replied in the afflrmelive. She eaid aha would 
not pert with thet treat for the world, adding,— 

By God’» bleeeieg H hae made ew a good wo- 
aan ; and 1 will net part with it while I live!’
"I visited a email locality fa this neighbor­

hood hi which six families lived faolaled and 
poor. I waa frequently told not to go, that I 
would be insulted If not ‘kicked out of the 
home,’ a* the people were la wiee* and godless, 
quarrelsome among themselves and with others 
I laid the eaw before my Matter, and Implored 
hi* aaaiitanei fa opening and pepering tha way 
before me ; and in humble dependence upon Hia 
presence going with me, I celled first upon the 
eldest, and leader of the group, and found him 
at home. At flrat be looked very fleroely at m*. 
However, by a racial chat about hfa wordly af­
fairs, Ac., I gained hie attention. Hfa only 
daughter, shout sixteen years of ege, w* pre- 

I showed them my books, and rand selec­
tion* from rame of them. He bed no money 
to pure brae with | but with hfa consent, I gave 
him a Bible. He could not reed, but hie deugb 
ter could. To her I geve Bex tar's Call, apon 
premia» that aha would road that and the Bible 
to her father. I visited ell the families in the 

I similar iraulte ; urging them 
all to ettoed raw» church where the gospel wae 
preached, end where Ood ps omise» to meet with 
Hie people end bleee them. I left this settle­
ment deeply impressed with what I eaw i 
heard, and humbled before Ood, on • coaunt of 
my want of faith fa Hi* promises ; but at the 

time encouraged to go forward fa hfa 
strength and grew to make known hfa salvation- 

“ My labor» among the Roman Gatholto*, I 
am ooavfaeed, have accomplished much good. 
The dawn of a brighter day fa feet approaching.

• Ood asm la a mysterious way 
Hia weadera to per/era.’

There fa an under current fa motion fa many 
communities, end the fetters that hind them fa 
more than Egyptian boa Jag* are about being 
broken. The day fa fart eppoeehieg when prient 
craft shall be thrown «aide, when men shall 
think for tbemeelvea. The Bible ia fa great de 
mend, and I «old many good hooks among them, 
ef their own choosing. I raid hooka to the 
Bishop and to all his Priests but one. and waa 
treated with much kindness by them «A. To 
ou» Prie* 1 »6id nearly $3u60 worth of book», 
and while purchasing he salted to the by-stand 
era to some aad do likewise. I find the young 

*ed to read. I showed tha Family 
Testante* to one, who told *ra he bought» copy
from Mr. C------, who raid hooka round there
leet winter ; and thet he bought it to read and 
judge for himralf. I had many interesting con­
versations with Catholics, eld and young, and I 
am Irmly of the opinion, that • great work can 
be does among them by judicious operation*. 
The only course ie to deal gently with thaw», 
giving goad hooka ami tract*, encouraging a de 
aire far aueh reading, and praying that God, fa 

time and way may give the blamed in- 
In other place» the people are ra ignor­

ant end illiterate that wa may rad mutt read to 
pray with them end apaek to them, if we 

hope to do them good. The reealte a# Ae

1 visited a lew Roman Cnthelte families, and 
found them quite willing to rewi»e tracts. Sab­
bath reboots are not ee 
in other counties that I visited. Upon the whole 
I am encouraged, and hope and pray that the 
colportage work may prove a blaming to ma 
aoufa.”

Mr. F. writ* I—" The experience which 
have gained white praeeratiag the wwk/t 
confirmed my belief that col partage ie peculiar­
ly adapted to the trente end ■«wilier a# indi 
vidua!* ami «awimnniti**. Especially ia thfa the 
raw with those who seldom have the opportun! 
ty of of getting religious hooka, end era seldom 
visited by minister» ef the gospel We 
with inch in almost evety locality. They give 
the colporteur a cordial welcome ; 
manifest a willingness to engage in religious 
oooveiaatioo. Sueh pa 
hooka a* they can, and 
of email hooka rad tracta, 
which haa hew sown may germinate and 
fruit to the glory of God. One Sabbath school 
which had not bora in operation for
wa* rw-orgeu ltd uniter _______ ...____ _
stances, fa conaequeno* of my visiting the loes- 
lhy and urging upon some of the leading per­
ron* the important* of starting the school, and 
offered to supply them with book* at a very ree- 
aooabte rate. Other Sabbath school* incieased 
fa numbers and interest after getting euppliwd

th hooka."
Mr. R- writes i—" Halifax County, my i»ld 

of labor, haa bran much neglected aad over­
looked by the Christian community ; it fa an fa; 
It re sting field, and would amply repay all laher 
expended upon it. In many parte tbsrs fa very 
little preaching ; perhaps not more than once fa 
four or *ix week». Tha people are very desir­
ous to hats stated preaching ; 6ut owing to the 
•mallmrav of their means Aay are unable to eue- 
lain iu They might ha vs the Aguiar prayer 
meeting, and the Sabbath school to train up the 
young. The children era now allowed to find 
their ewn pleasure on *e Lord's day, and: grow 
up without religious instruction. The Eastern 
•hors of thfa country fa but sparsely settled, end 
a groat amount ef labor has to be performed in 
order to oome at the people. The greeter part 
of the male population are away fa the summer 
••«roe, following their railing on the Labrador 
aed Newfoundland aoeate ; aad the winter sea­
son ie faeoo«niant 1er traveling fa tboee perte.
1 have found in every bouse a family Bible. 1 

fa all my wand*rings thet, although the

1 It waa now the stranger’, turn. H. rises be­

fore the bar, not behind it, and eo near the won- 
deriog jury Aat he might touch the foreman 
wiA hia long, bony finger. He proceeded to tear 
to pieces the argument* of Ashley, which melted 
•way at hia loach like front before a sunbeam ; 
every one looked surprised. Anon he came to 
the dueling wit of the post lawyer, Piks. Then 
Ae curl of hi* Up $raw sharper, hi» amooth face 
began to kindle up, end hi* eyes to open, dim 
and dreary no longer, but vivid as lightning, red 
as lire globes, end glaring as twin meteors. The 
whole soul was fa th* aye ; the full heart stream­
ed out of hfa fees. Then, without bestowing ao 
illusion In Prsntfas, he turned abort round on 
the perjured witnesses of Hopkina, tore their 
testimony into shreds, and hurled fa Aeir faces 
such terrible invectives tost all trembled hks 
aspen a, sad two of them fied from Ae court 
houaa. Th* excitement of Ae crowd vu be- 

Their united Ufa and eoul 
upon the burning tongue of A* 

stranger, end he iaapired them with As power 
of his passions. He seemed to hero stolen 
nature's long hidden secret of attraction. But 
hie greatest triumph *u to come.

Hfa eyes began to glance at the ueaaein, Hop- 
kina, aa hia Wan, taper Angara assumed Ae same 
direction. Ha hemmed the wretch within n wall 
of strong evidence and impregnable argument, 
cutting off eU hope of escape. He dug beneath 
the murderer'» fast ditch* of dilemma, and held 
up the slanderer to Ae Morn and contempt of 
the populace. Having thus girt him about 
wiA u circle of 1rs, he «tripped himaelf to tha

Oh 1 then it was a vision both glorious and 
dreadful to behold Ae orater. Hia ration* he- 

* impetuous as the motion of an oak in a 
tone. Hia voice became a trumpet ll.led 

wiA wUd whirl-pools, deafening the ear wilh the 
crashes of power, and yst intermingled all the 
While wiA a sweet undersong of Ae softest 
eedenoa. Hfa forehead glowed like a heated 
furnsee, hfa counteosnee was haggard like that 
of a maniac, and ever and anon hs Hung his long 
and bony arma on high, aa if grasping after

He drew » picture of murder in snob appalling 
selon that in comparison hall Itself might seem 
beautiful I hs painted lbs slanderer so black that 
Ae eon warned dark at noonday, when shining 

a monster. And then fixing both por­
traits an th* shrinking Hopkina fastened them 
As* forever. Tha agitation of Ae audieno* 
amounted almoat to madoeea,

AU at one* Ae speaker descended from hfa 
perUoas height. Hfa raise waited out for the 
murdered dead aud Ltvino—the beautiful

people generally are not' destitute, they mack Mary, mow beautiful every marnant aa her tears 
need the irmA in Aeir hearts, to make them lowed faster—till men wept and sobbed like 
rieh in spiritual things. At Weverly Odd Dig- «hildraa. 
ginge titer* is much evil Man of all claasra «ta He «lewd by a strange exhortation to Ae jury, 
brought together ; mnny era well Allied fa A of- “d through Asm to Ae bystanders ; be sd vised 
ling cards, and familiar with the ways ef the **►• P*”**' Mier they should bring fa a verdict 
inebriate. A minister of the grape! who has f<* •*• plaintiff not to offer violence to the de- 
pr* ached several times among Asm give» it ne Codant, however richly he might des erra it, fa 
his opinion, Ant they are given op to A* weys ot*w words, “ not to lynch As viUsin, but lesve 
of Satan. I hnve experienced much kindnsss I *“• pnuiahment wiA uod." Thfa wss the most 
from pastors and people. The ministers of the "Uul of all, and bwt calculated to insure 
gospel look upon this agency of col portage ra |
valuable.”—Rep. of H. Eng. Br. Am. fVwte to.

Sound Sisttilseg.
The Volunteer Counsel.

A TBlILLiae STOUT.

John Taylor waa lieeuead, when a youA of 
twenty-one, to practise at the bar. Ha waa pc 

well educated, and possessed extraordinary 
genius. He married a beauty, who afterward» 
deserted him for another.

On As 6th of April, 1646, As court house in | log es a ee tarant of ira. 
Clarksville, Texas, ww crowded to overflowing.
An exciting eras was ebowt to be tried. George 
Hopkins, e wealthy planter, had offered a grow 
insult to Mary BUhon, the young and beautiful 
wifi» of hie overseer. The husband threatened 
to chastise him for the outrage, when Hopkina 
went to Ellison’s bouse and shot him fa hfa own 
doer. The mtuderar was arrested end baited to 
answer the charge.

The jury returned « verdict of fifty thousand 
dollars ; and Ae night afterwards Hopkina waa 
taken out of bed by lyoehera, and beaten almoat 
to death. Aa tbs court adjourned Ae stranger 
said i

“ f°ku Taylor will preaefl here thfa evening, 
at early eandte light"

He did preach, and the honse waa crowded. 
1 have listened to Clsy, Webster sad Calhoun— 
to Dwight Basera» and Beeoher—but never 
heard anything fa the form of sublime words 
even approximating to Ae eloqu.nee of John 
Taylor—maaaii* aa a mountain, and wildly ruah-

Talke about Health—Our Eyes.
lodigeetion fa the principal source of weak 

•yea. Reading in the can often disturb* the 
vision. A delicate and wonderful apparatus 
wiAln the eye ia conatantly busy in adapting it

________________ 10 varying focal dittanoea. The jerking mo-
Thia occurrence prod used I «“• °< WW compels ah exhaustive .«fort to

Mr. C. writ* :—“ I spent -several weeks fa 
Ae oeenty of Annapolis " la nemo places 
found more spiritual destitution Ann fa my pt* 
vioua labors, and greater aetfafbetfan fa
* endeavored to reach all the families
destitute localities, conversing on 
religion, reading from God’s word.

eintein tbs required adaptation. Thousands 
of eyes are spoiled by reading in ths care snd 
other «bids*. Recently, 1 waa consulted by a 
railway exprasa-man, who had become totally 
blind by reading ns «papers in the cars. Thou­
sands who hare never consciously suffered 
any iaeoavenieuw from the habit, are obliged to 
wear glasses pro maturely, to correct an unate a- 
dinsra of vision produced fa this way. Reading 
•iA the gw-light before you ie anoAer cause of 

Ths tight should always bang quite 
high and behind yon, snd allowed to shine over 
ths left shoulder. If using Kerosene, it ia beat 
to employ the Ismpe Aat bang on the walL

great excitement, snd Hopkina, m order to turn 
Ae tide of popular indignation, had circulated 
reporta egsmtt bar character, and she had sued 
him for «lander. BoA suite wero pending—for 
murder and slander.

The inters* bees ms deeper when it waa known 
that AAley and Pike, of Arkansas, and 8. 8.
Prentiaa, of New Orleans, by eaotmous few bad 
been retained to defend Hopkins.

Hopkins was acquitted. The Taxe» lawyer» 
were overwhelmed by their opponent». It 
a fight ef a dwarf again* giaau.

The «leader wit wee for Ae 6A, and Ae throng 
of spectators grew fa number» aa «il a» excite- I Neither should you reed wiA your face toward 

t. Public opinion was rotting fa lor Hop- lbs window.
I M* tooney had procured witnesses who I Reeding by twilight ia dangerous. Gradually 

served hia powriul advocates. When the elan- aaeommodating itaaif to the receding light, Ae 
ws* railed Mary Ellison wee left wiA- eye fa unconseiwaly strained. 1 have awn more 

out an attorney—all had withdrawn. than one caw of grave disease of the eye pro-
Hava you no counsel !" inquired Judge Mills, doted by en undue effort to uro vision loo long 

Woking kindly at Ae plaintiff. at twilight.
“ *°i •** • •W have all deserted me, and I am | White paint fa another mischief to the eyes.

White paint su mule, white paint inside, white 
paint everywhere. During ths mason of bright­
est sunshine Ae glare huru the eye. I wonder 
if it fa not fa bad taste likewise t 1 notice that 
artiste have none of it about them.

In our constant reading the eyesight ia much

too poor to employ any more," «plied the beau 
tiful Mary, bursting fate tear».

“In such a ease, will not rame chivalrous 
member of Ae profession volunteer r raid Aa 
Judge, glancing round the bar.

The thirty lawyer» wero site»
I will, your honor," said a voice from the I tired by the white paper. I hope thet the tinted 

AitAaet pert of Ae crowd, behind Ae bar. paper, with » still deeper color, may become 
At As sound ef that voice many started—it fashionable, 

waa ra unearthly, sweet and mournful Avoid reading by artificial light when you
The fir* «oration wa* changed into laughter can. We read too much. W» read aa we eat, 

when a tall, gaunt, spectral figure elbowed hia pell-mell, hotchity-poteh ; no mastication, no di- 
wsy through As crowd, sod placed himself wiA- gestion. If, as a peep's, we read less, we migh: 
in jhe box. Hia cloAes looked so shabby that know more. Few indications are more unprom- 
•*W *®*rt hesitated to let the case proceed under [ iaiog in a child than a remarkable passion for
hi*

“ Haa your name bran entered on the rolls of 
Ae State t" rtsmsndsd An Judge.

“ II ia imraeterial," answered As stranger, kis 
hfa, bioodtow'Mps curling up wiA ■ aarar. 
He* fa ray Beau* from As highest tribunal fa 

he handed Ae Judge a broad 
The trial went on. ,

•faa»7.

I doubt if a go d lady who called on 
me Ae other day wiA her ion will ever forgive 
me 1er whnt I raid to her. Her boy waa of the 
regular Boetoe type, groat head and eye», w ith 
«mall and narrow chest. She said fa » mournful 
voie», but with evident pride, “ Ah, doctor, he 
hra rash • pension for books I Ae aoon as ts Is 
net ot had, he ia down at rams great book, and 

leasee à but for hie rassis. He never
•«ofaadaE Aahfayjpfape tike ether

, araraelyi 
jpfafulika I told her, .
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