April” 14~The' Boriptures Found' ‘and |
-2 Chron. xxxiy, 14-22, ‘
B.C. about 624. |

GOLPEN  TEXT,

Search the Seriptures ; in' th think ye hav
it M e i g B g i
.

INTRODUCTORY,

"4 For several years, while the fing of the
mation from idolatry was in ‘:?’glleﬂim
wak being made for the renovation of the temple.
“This monéy had been collected, not merely at
the temple (2 Kings xxii, 4), but also, and  per-
haps mainly, by collectors who had visited - all
both of Judah and lsrac! (verse 9) in order
ta obtain contri’ itions,” This money was deposs
ited in the temple till the time come to begin re-
pairs, | The idols and altars and shrines of idolatry
which had been allowed in the very court of the
temple, were all taken away.  Open idolatry was
driven from the nation, and especially from Je-
risalem. ' The répairs were going on, architects,
cn s, stone cutters, and masons were busy,
and so faithful (hat no aecount needled to be kept
of expenses.. While these repairs were being
prosecuted 50 earnestly, the great discovery was
made which forms the subject of A0-day’s lesson.”
+dloubat
Our lesson fells of (1) 74 finding of the Serip-
tures; (2) Z%e Reading of the Scriptures ; and (3)
The resudi prodyced.

THE FINDINGOOE THE SCRIPTURES. ¥/ 5415,

V. ry. 'HilKiah, 'He was the high priest in
Josial's reipn, and as such had aceess to the Holy
of Holies in the temple. e was the aneestor of
Ezra (Ezra vii, v). His name will be found in
1 Chron. vi, 133 ix, 11 ; Neh. xi, 13,  Found
a book of the Law of the Lord given b
Moses. ‘‘The copy of the Law found by Hil-
kigh was, no daubt, that llutuliAad in_accondance
with the command of God by Moses (Deut, xxxi,
26), by, the side of the ark of the covenant, and
kept ordinarily in the Holy of Holies. 1t had
been lost, or secreted during the desectation of
the temple by Manasseh, but had not been re-
mo the temple building.”-<Sp.  Conr.
We are not fold how this hid treasiire was found,
whether aceidentally or after patient search, Stan<
ley supposes that Hilkinh came suddenly wpon it,
““‘mder the acoumbilated rubbish or ruins of the
temple,"  Wardsworth, says: * They laid up
treasure for building the Lord's house, and the
reward of their zeal was that they fownd the Lrea-
sure of. Cod's Word,”

V. 15. Shaphan the scribe, e was the
scribe or secietary of king Josiah. *‘His his-
tory brings out some poiuts in regard to the officé
:{:{ch he held. ' He :avpenn on an equality with
the governtr of the city and ‘the n:;:l recorder
with whom e was sent by the kh{m Hilkiah to
take an account of the money which had been
collected by the Levites for the repair of the tem-

and to pay the workmen, (2 Kings xxii, 4 ;
2 Chron. xxxlv, 9. C 2 Kings xii; 10.)
Ewald calls him Minister of Fisavce, It was o

this occasion that Hilkish communicated his dis-
covery of the copy of the Law, Shaphan was
then apparently an old man, for his son” Ahikam
am have bc:;n J:I |l '(iol'\ of imb%or:qcne; l;ld
lﬁvlm‘hon was al .| Be this
a sit may, Shaphan disaj m the
and probably died before the fifth ynrofrlehb
kim, eighteen later, when we find Efishama
was seribe, ( Jen xxxvi, 12)."—Smith's Digtions
v Delivered the to Shaphan,
'Z,.. duty wqul’d be j&n publicly ;ud, teach, and
make copies, In 2 Kings xxii, 8,50, we_are jin-,
formed that Shaphan ook Ly him,
self before i to nu‘ ki -

V. 16, To the llﬁ He chose for doin
this the octasion nfi which he took the fceount

THE  CHRISTIAN HELPER.

the completion of the repaivs. He fiest reports
the satisfactory progress of the work, and then (v
18) produces the Book.
read** they have dome it

THE READING OF THE SCRIPTURES.—v, 18, 19,

V% 18, And Shaphan read it befere the
king, The original Hebrew says he  read in
" The teachers would do well to tead with
the class, a'few verses selected from Deat. xxvil,
which chapter was no doubt a part of what was
readl o King Josinh,

V. 719. He rent his clothes, The usual
sign of grief or distress in eastern countries, Mr,
Van Lennep says that at the preseot day * Care
is taken not to injure the garment by this opera:
tion, The central seam of the Luftan ot robe, is
ripped three or fou inches down, and this is
alterwards casily reppired with a needle and
thread,” " This rending of garments sometimes
indicated griet and horror, (Gen xxxvii, 20 ; Joh
iy 20) and sometimes it was a sign of repentance
for sin, (1 Kings xxi, 27). Josinh may have felt
both : for hitherto the Book seems to have heen
a sealed one (o him notwithstanding the soleym
directions contained in it for its being vead hy
kings ; see Deut. xvii, 1§, 18-201 xxxi, 10, 11 &c.
Matthew Henry remarks on this passage :  Were
the things contaived in the Scripture new 1o us,
as they were here (o Josiah, surely they would
make llt:q::l‘ impressions upon us than they com

monly do,

They do it should
Sp. Com,

THE RESULY FRODUCED,—V, 20-22,

V. @0. The king commanded. Ile secnw
to have acted very promptly and firmly, = Ahi-
kam the son of Shaphan.—The friend and
protector of Jeremiah ( fer. xxvi, 1‘;. and father
of Gedaliah, who became governor of Judea under
the Babylonians (2 Kings xxv, 22). Abdon, see
2 Kings xxii, 12, for a variation of this name and
that of his father.

V. 21. Go, enquire of the Lord. That
, **seelt out’ some prophet, who may give us
directions as 10/ what we ought to do to avent the
threatencd jndignation of the Lord, of which we
haveread.” Because our fathers have not
kept etc,  ‘* Josiah, it will be observed, s
sumes that preceding generations had had full op-
portunities of hearing and kuuwhY1 the Law, but
they had tumed a deaf ear to it.. He thus regards
the loss as compaatively recent,”—8p, Com.

V. 22. Went to Huldah the prophetess.
““It might have been expected that the royal
commiissioners would have ¢ to Jeremiuh, on
whom  the ' prophetic spirit had descended in
Josiah's r3th year { Jer. i, 2), or‘five years pre-
viously to the finding of the Law. Perhay ‘],rr‘
emiahi was at some distance from et At
the time; or his office may not yet have been
fully| recoguised,”—Sp. Com. Among the pro.
phetesses of Scripture were Miriam 7Enul. xv,
20; Num, xii, 2), Deborah ( Jud. iv, 4), Isaiah's
wife (Is. viii, 3), and Anna; (Luke ii, 36). In
the college. The margin gives '‘in the second
port,” which is said 1o be the ‘rufuabh transla-
tion ; and the meaning is that Huldah dwelt in the
second, new, or outer city which had been en-
closed with a,wall by Manasseh (see chap. xxiii,
14, and compare Zeph, i, 10,

=

PRACTICAL ‘LESSONS,

1, We should bless God évety monient of our
lives that we live in an age ‘when the Scriptures
¢ , and when every one mn{

of the Law but the Gospe

also for himself. ‘

2. The ‘Seri should be read reverent

a4 containing Jn: Wo'd of God to s, and she n‘ﬂ

comimand 'ony implicitand bedignce.
Thode who read the

ipte e
will obtdin great blessing (see verse 27), while |

those

neglect and
all the light and “opportunities ige,
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may expect the eurse of God to rest upon them in
far greater measure than the Jewsof fosial's age,
(see verves 23-25).

i Y

Heligions intslligcnci.

DENOMINATIONAL.

O e

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC,

Baplisms reported during the month : at Ailsa
Craig, 10; Alvinston, §; Barrie, 35 Brantford
Firsty East Ward, 23 Bristol, 3; Brooke, 7 i Bur-
lington, 2 ; Chatham ; Claremont, 22 3 Colling-
wood, §; Durham, 20; Dutton, 3; Rorest, §;
Forestville, 8;  Glammis, 123 Kemptville, 30
Montreal, St. Catherine st., 5, Olivat, 73 Pakenx
ham ; Park Hill, 6; Priceville, 48; Toronto,
Farvis st., 16,

Pastoral Changes. —Rev. JonN Avrxas-
DER has resigned the care of the East Ward church
Brantford in order to take the agency of the
Grande Ligne Mission,

Rev. JosHuA DENOVAN has réceived and ac-
cepted the hearty and unanimous eall of the Alex-
ander st. charch, Toronto, and enters on his min
istry there on the 17th or 24th of March.

Bro. D. D, Bukren of the C. L. Institute Mas
accepted the eall of the Leamington church,

Rev. |. G, CALDER, having resigned the pas
torate of the Ailsa Craig’ church, las accepted a
call to the St. Mary's church.

Chapel Opening. The new brick cha
the OkiLLiA Baptist church, was

1 fox
ublicly set
apart far the worship of God on Lord’s day,
.\lmch, 3d. The xchimlinn sermon was preached
by Rev, Dr. Davidson, Secretary of the Convens

tion, at eleven a.m, to a full congregation. In
the afternoon Rev. Joseph D. King, u?\'mkvillc,
preached, and in the eveping D, Davidson,

again_occupied the pulpit, Al the ‘sermons
were able, eloquent and appropriate ; and. the
atfendance was increasingly large at cach successiy
service. No Baptist service ever before held. in
Orillia attracted so many people,

On the following Manday evening a very successe
ful Tea Meeting was held, H’m the wsual
bountiful supply of material comfort had been dis,

sed of, the chair was occupied by Dr. Buchan,
Y“:csul:ul of the Home Missionary Conventiorf,
Addresses were given, by the, chairman, Revds,
2. D. Sherman, pastor of the church ; H. F,
Griffin, Barrie ; James Contts, Collingwood, J,
D. Kine, Yorkville ; the resident Presbyterian
and C. Methodist ministers of the town ; and last,
but not Teast, by Dr. Davidson, whose speech drew
forth from the audience pletiges towards the liquida-
tion of the chapel debt, ampunting to the Lnd-
some sum of $1,370, Thuk the 'dm?e indebtedness’
is provided for with the exception of about $560.
The response to the worthy doctor’s appeal is con-
sidered most ‘moble. e trust that now ‘the
Orillia church is ﬁiﬂr.mbh!hed. its prosperity,
material and spiritual, may be very marked,

ol

MANITOBA,
EMERSON  BAPTIST StUNDAY Sciioor, —We

clip the following lettér of ack t from
the Canadian Baptist, of Febroary ryth:—

““"The ndersigned desi his mo
sintere tlnnk: for the lﬂn‘:!lq mwl‘: daliﬁ
ent by the Bcﬂpllst $. School, Jarvis SL‘?romnm »
anid also for additional ten

s by the Winni-,
pcg Baptist 8. School, to purchase a library for
Gmerson Baptist S, School, which has been done,
The books will assist us g in, our Tabowrs,
and swiply o want felt ever since we had the

to direet the minds of the young

wiv 10 the oie thing uedd(l,. i

h:t’:‘ed privil

El is, prairie

) s to ac! the
fecei p(":rle'n’uﬁollm Iulh!nsn‘:u from the Jarvis




