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A Money Producing Combination: Sweet Cream and Hogs

How a York County Farmer Gets Large Returns From These Two Products

UCH has been said about loans of money to
tarmers to assist them in the purchase of
better live stock, the building of better and

more improved buildings and the draining of their
farms. Some people claim that a farmer cannot
buy stock, pay interest on the money invested,
and make good. A few weeks ago, when 1 paid
& yisit to the home of Mr Ed. Willis, York Co.,
1 discovered a striking example of how one farmer
did this and still made good. While talking about
his herd, Mr. Willis informed me that about 25
years ago his father bought four Jersey cows from
Captain Rolph, of the same county, for which he
paid a big price, borrowing the money
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ago they exhibite¢ their herd at Toronto, and that
they carried away quite & number of the best
prizes. I asked him what he thought about ex-
hibiting animals at the fairs. His reply was, “I
consider It one of the best ways of getting know,
ledge regarding the breed of animals that you
are interested in. and at the same time of adver-
tising your stock. When one has his animals in
competition with another man's and prizes are
awarded, It Is an onsy Jatter to see the deficien
cies in the animals that do not win the prizes.
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papers.”

When we came to the quesiion of reeords
Willis said: “We have not made any vers
tional records on our home farm, bt v
quite & bit of eredit in that Sadie M aid s

others of the highest testing cows in the I
fon of Canada were raised here."
Butter Sold.

For a number of years the cream Was ¢ {
on the home farm, and a big reputation v
up for Pine Ridge butter. In speaking abou
Mr. Willis said: “My L ther was an expert bu
maker, For several years she exhibited butic
Toronto and all the local fairs O
year at Toronto her butter scored s

to pay for them. 1 asked Mr. Willis
whether he considered it had been wise
to do this. His answer was “By all
means, yes, for the cows soon paid for
themselves and the interest as well
To do this, however, the man who goes
into the business must be a sticker and
make the most from his cows.”

In discussing the question of breed
ing, Mr. Willis said, “In order for a
breeder to get good returns from any
cow, there are two things she must
have. One is constitution and the other
eapacity. When buying we always aim
to get these together with as much glze
and vigor as possible. Having pur
chased cows approaching this ideal, the
next and most important thing to con
sider iz the herd sire. The bull is nine
points in breeding, and we always aim
to get the best Individual obtainable.
ope with a high record dam and other
good ancestors.

After hearing Mr. Willis make these remarks,
1 was certainly convinced that in their 25 years
of Jersey breeding, his father and himself had
keft before them an \deal, and I naturally ex-
pected to see animals in his herd which would
approach that ideal. When 1 visited the berd in
the pasture field later I was not at all disap
pointed. Each irdividual was strongly developed
along the lines outlined above. As we went from
one animal to arother, we found it hard to fault
any individual on 1“e points of con-

One of Mr. Willig' Jerseys—the kind that develop into cows of strong

constitution and great capacity.
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When we know vhereln our animals lack, we can
set about to remedy those deficiencies, and by
caretul selection and breeding, produce better ani-
mals. It is quite an easy matter to become more
or less satisfied with the animals which we pos-
sess, unless advantage s taken of some means,
like competition at the fairs, to show up their
weaknesses, Much the same good oan be had by
attending the leading fairs, but you do not get it
pounded into you the way you do when you are

stitution and capacity
The herd is not a large one, as
Mr. Willis aims to keep only about
10 cows on the 100 acres of land
which he owns. These, with the
young stock which is raised to sup-
ply market demands and to keep
up the standard of the herd, bring
the number to from 15 to 20 ani
mals, The mature cows are of
good size, with straight top lines
and deep bodies. They are in good
condition, and have that thrifty ap
pearance that tells of the pride
their owner takes In his animals
and of the provision he makes for
keeping up the milk flow and the
condition of his animals. It s
quite generally understood that the
Jersey cow is more or less of a pet
et & whole herd with each indi
vidual & pet is quite a novelty. It
would do any lover of animals
good to step into the pasture fleld
with Mr. Willis' herd and note the
confidence and trust they place in human belngs.
g that they have never been abused, and
that they are thus able to give their best to their

“"While we were talking about the different indl
widuals, Mr. Willis informed me that some years

An old-fashioned house kept homelike

homestead, York Co, Ont.

«Photo by an Bditer of Farm snd Dairy.

the loser” 1 ssked Mr. Willls about exhibitions
as advertising wediuma,  “Well” sald he, “we
carried some advertising with the Jeading. agrl-
cultural papers sl the time we exhibited, and we
still get enquiries from people Who saw our ad-
vertisement, or read About our winnings in those

by shrubs and flowers. On the Willis

high ar 98 per cent., the two per
being taken off because the judg
thought it was too highly colored

it was made from cream just as it 9
from the cow, thare being no coloting
added whatever.” For & short (me
after the death of Mrs, Willis, the son
having learned the art from his mo
continued to manufacture butter

pame way. Some exhibiting was also
done by him, and he was fortunate
enough to win nine first prizes ou' of
11 at their local fair in Newma
Pressure of farm work, however, p
vented this scheme being carried on
and a change Was made from bu
miaking to the selling of sweel cream
Mr. Willis is now selling cream in To
ronto and realizing from 35¢. to 40c. a
pound butter fat the year round. His
cream tests from 24 to 26 per cen
and in the three or four years that he
has been shipping, he has never had a sour
batch. This is a very enviable record, ‘especially
with & high class, well paying trade like that of
Mr. Willlg', I was particularly anxious to know
how he managed to keep his cream sweet in ho!
weather, and naturally expected to find a mors
or less expensive equipment for cooling this per
ishable product, but was quite surprised when Mr
Willis outlined his method of cooling and kep
the cream.

“I'he main thing in the ke
of cream is to get it cooled as
quickly as possible aftor separa
ing” sald he, “We have a barrel
through which the water for our
horses has to pass before reaching
their trough. After placing b
tresh cream in & can in this Dar
rel we pump cold water from the
well as often as is needed This
water registers between 40 and O
degrees F. Where most people
make & mistake in cooling cream
i in not getting the animal heal
out of it soon emough. If the an
mal heat is taken out quickly and
the cream brought to between 10
snd 50 degrees, there is not much
trouble in keeping It sweet for any
reasonable length of time We
have s storage tank made of sal
vanized Iron, large enough to hold
several cans of cream. This stor
age tank is Insulated with four
inches of sawdust on every side,
and has a tight 1d insulated in the
same way. As soon as the cream is cooled. it 0}
put in this storage tank and ice is used whenever
necessary. It does not require very much ice, &%
a small plece will keep the temperature down
suficiently low to hold cream for & number of

(Continued on page 12.)
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