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Experience in Growing Seed Potatoes

HAVE been asked lo give my experience in
I growing seed potatoes with which I have had

very yood success. The soil | have to deal
with on my farm Is a clay loam. This I cannot
say is the best kind of soll for potato growing;
& sandy land is more satisfactory. 1 will try,
however, and explain my method.

1 prefer a field on which there is a good growth
of clover to plow down In the first half of Sep-
tember. 1 plow medium shallow and then add 12
o 156 loads of manure per acre and harrow it
thoroughly. The last thing In the fall 1 plow the
fleld again, plowing deeply this time. In the
opring, as early as the ground can be worked
mellow, | dige, and from then till planting time,
1 barrow it a few (imes, at intervals with a
sweep harrow o keep woeds killad and to re-
serve moisture.

‘When 1 get the ground in good shape I make
drflls with a plow 28 inches apart and five
inches deep. For making the drills 1 use a rid-
ing plow, which I find most convenient, and cover
by harrowing crosewise. 1 cut the sets by hand,
and like to have from one to three eyes in each
set. 1 drop the sets in the drills by hand 14
fnches apart. | make a point to have my pota-
toes planted not later than May 34th, which I
find is the best time for Muskoka.

After Planting Cultivation.

About a week after planting I harrow them
with a seeding harrow and as soon as the plants
ahow growth through the ground, I go through
them with & one horse cultivator and cover them
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slightly, continuing this cuitivation at intervals,
slightly ridging as the growth of the potato ad-
vances, say, twice more. By that time the plants
should be large enough to cover the ground and
leave no room for cultivation. In spraylng for
insects I use Paris green and water and apply
with & hand sprayer which holds about three
gallons, 1 cannot mention any definite time for
spraying, except to advise watching the bugs
closely and keeping them under control,

Seleoti~g the seed (s & very imporiant part in
my sucoess fn potato growing. When digglug the
potatocs I have never used a potato di n
may be all right, but | thi. & it would not be very
satistactory on olay soll. I use & plow and po-
tato fork. When selecting my seed potatoes,
which 1 always do when Oigglag, I use a fork
80 a8 (0 gol each hill separate, that I can select
tubers from plants which yield all good, unitorm
tubsrs and which are a perfoct type acoording
o
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Changing Seed Not Necessary.

As long a8 1 have farmod and grown potatoes
1 have not changed from the eeed of the Early
ire State potatoos, which I have
yoars, but kept improving it by se-
leoting the beat tubers each year when digging,
for the next year's seed. The Davies' Warrior
potato 1 have grown Tor five years with good sat-
isfaction, 1 have grown the Barly Bureka and
Barly Ohlo also for about 10 years. To get good
seed potatoes In just Iike getting Into good stook.
Always seloot the best shaped tubers and con:
tinue dolng o from year to year. Study your
soll and feed it If you want & good crop. Land
varies so muoh n Muskoka Distriet that a man
needs to study his own soll,

To store seed potatoes I pit them on a side hill
where the soll Is sandy and there Is good driiw-
age. T find it best to leave the potatoss in the
pit tll Ume for planting abd not allow them to
sprout much, as sprouted tubers do not produce a
good, unitorm type of potato,

Success in- Strawberry Growing

UAL success has attended the efforts
of Mr. Geo. Johnson, of Peterboro Co., Ont,,
&8 a grower of strawberries. His start
was made almost by accident. While busily oe
cupled a few years ago farming ninety scres of
land, be ylelded to the suggestions of his family
and put In five rows of sirawberries at one end
of & small field, “just for family use.” That was
four years ago. The small famiysized plot of
berries proved a pleasaat revelation to Mr. Joha-
#on of the of
a8 the five rows which had been Intended to mp
ply only the requirements of the family ylelded
an additional revenue of §104 from berries sold.

The following year, Mr Johnson set out halt
an eacre. This also proved profitable, with the
result that the next year he had one and one-half
acres in bearing. Market. favored his new ven-
ture, and all of the crop was sold at prices rang.
ing from 12 cents to 18 cents a box. From his
one and one-half acres, Mr. Johnson picked 5,100
boxes. When the boxes had been padd for and
picking expenses deducted he found that e had
realized $670 from the small area in fruit.

In 1916 the market was not so favorable, and
equally satisfactory returns wers not realized,
but still they compared lo advantage, consider-
ing the labor and capital expended, with the re-
turms from the remainder of the farm, on whioch
general farming was.stli practiced. Herbert
raspberries have been added, and have proved
almost equally satisfactory with the strawberries.

“Senator Duniap and Pareons are my favorite
varleties,' Mr. Johnson informed a representa-
tive of Parm and Dairy who visited him in the
picking season last summer. “We set the rows
hree and one-half feet apart, and the plants two
foot apart in the row. We allow the runmers to

A Lesson in Strawberry Planting.
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run freely, and all the training they get is that
given by the cultivator. Of course we alm teo
cultivate the same way each time. We ain’'to
take two to three crops off & bed. 1 have made
more money by following this practice than by
plowing down after the fire! crop has been har
vested.”

in one respect, Mr. Johnson's methods differ
radically from the methods of other fruit growers
in his section. “Many hive the Idea” he said,
“that the strawberry planiation should be kept
clean the first year but npt touched the following
spring until the crop Is off. We followed the
common practice at first, and one year the weeds
st00d a foot high over the whole bed, but we did
not dare to pwll them. That year was the first
cropping season for the bed, and we should have
got & maximum crop. Instead, we got & poor
crop. The next year we cleansd that bed thor
oughly in the spring, and the result was larger
pickings throughout the season.”

The oultivator In kept golug constantly In the
Johmson plantation, even during the plcking sea-
son. ‘Molsture conservalion Is an absolute ne-
oessity to a good crop of borries,” sald Mr. John-
son.  “Rain will spatter more sand on the berries
than the scuffler ever does”

Barnyard manure Is the staple fertilizer. Mr,
Johnson plans to grow roots the first year, ap-
plylng & good coat of manure to them, Berry
plants are set the follow'ng wpriug, and they
recelve a second apd equelly heavy coat of ma-
nure.

Factors whioh have contributed to Mr. John-
son's suocess have been the faot that the soil on
his farm Is partioularly sulted to small fruit cul-
ture, while one of the best mark ‘s in Ontario,
the city of Peterbore, s only & couple of miles
distant, These conditions have enabled him of
late to secure a larger relurn from his what are
now five acres In small frult than he formely ob-
tained from his farm of nivety acres. -

The marketing of apples may be a difficult mat-
ter for a few years until production and consump-
Uon agaln equalise themselves. For this reason
many orchards will be rooted out and more
orchards now in bearing will be wholly neglected.
it Is well to remember, howover, that the easiest

frult to market will be the good frult. Only with

greatest diffieulty will poor, wormy apples be mar-
keted at all. My advice would be, therefore, to
give the orchard thorough spraying, pruning and
cultivation, even It there be little profit in it
The groas returns will be larger and the orchard
kept In better condition for the time when the
mmwnm This will ! + my policy




