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BY LEWIS G, QUACK ENBUSH
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their wits,” as the saying is. doest
utfer the slightest
as the years go by, Though honesty
miy be the hest policy, there are still a great

wmy of persons who “live Ly

2 seem i lepletion

many who  believe J otherwise, and  who
thoroughly practice what they preach  As
every newspaper reader knows, Chicazo |
since the ¢ of the Fuir, been suffering feom
an epidemic of lawlessuess amd erime,  Piok
pockets, gareoters, confidence men, byl
and (hieves of every deseription have been
muking Rome how!l ever since the gates at
Jackson Park were closed

I do not mean to say that that class of
citizens desevibed by the artful dodger an
other eminent members of his profession as
“prigs,” ate the bread of idlencss and the crust
ol leisure during the progress of the wreat
Fair, By nomeans,  During the time specitied
they displayd the most commeadable activity
in attention to business, and succeedeld in
transferving considerable personal property of
various kinds from the care of others into
their own hands for safe keeping  But their

operations paled into compurative insigniti
cance, beside the mancinvres practicad by the
hotel men, the concessionaries on  the” Fuir
grounds, and above all by those most dis
tinguished artists in the line of highwa

th

to consiile

robbery, the Chicago hackmen.  Ouly s
Fair has closed have we he? time
the decds of those whom  some
dubbed Tl s of Crooks.

Judging from the frequent wails in onr st wip
journals regarding approval sheet swindlers
alvertising dead beats and similar philatelic
pests, one would be tempted to believe that
there is ample material in the philatelic coliorts
for a very extensive
tainly there ure many sharpers in our ranks

wmorist has
Congre

congress of crocks, Cer

who thrive and grow fat on their ill-gotten
gains, despite the most strenuous efforts to
bring them to  justice I'he  mueh - sought

Lewis Bishop is, perhaps, the most famous of
phitatelic creoks,  He certuinly has committed
greater havoe in philately than any other
swindler of recent date, if as secms prohuble.
he is identical with John J, Moigan and A, .
Quigley. His deeds, rather misdeeds, are so
fresh in the minds of every person who rewls
this that I shall not enter into any detailed
recital of his offenses. But there is one thought
that suggests itself in conmection with ths
arch swindler, and that is, that as long as he is
at large philatelists cannot be too careful e
garding whom they trust. There is no doubt
that he will soon bob up in some new quarter of

the country under a new alins, and hoth
collectors and dealeis should he very wary in
dealing with any unknown person Who may
suddenly step upon the scene of uction

To an impartial critic, it would seem 1o
wond ¢ that dealers are swindled so often,
for they not exercise due caution in re

gard to whom they shoull trust.  Under the
approval sheet system, which seems to be the
only way in which « stamp business can he
carried on by nail, some loss is, of course,
inevitable, But it seems to me that the losses
need not be so large as they arve. In order to
outwit the philatelic crooks, stamp dealers
should organize and publish a weekly black list
to circulate wmong dealers only,

Every dealer should be posted in regard to
the dead-beats, and quickly, too. Just as soon
as one dealer is swindled he should inform all
her dealers, in order that they may he on
v guard and escape loss, | am sorry to say

that there are some dealers who, if they have |

been swindled by an approval sheet fraud,
no pains whatever to warn others, and, in
fact, seem more than willing that their com-
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shall also suffer

LY.

petito Joas 0 5o (i AN KBRS i ATREIC Weikey
the it spirit Wi hould not those i .

the saine line of trado coroperate in vonvig 5| (O UP &nglioR loetter.
common  evil Their interests are identical,

Why cannot they unite inst the common WY JONN BULL, JK.

enemy * We cannot exject to remove this evil
altogether, but we can, il we are only

sulliciently awake to the need of it, make the

none but the most reckless will under
tuke it

Phe approval shoet frand, whoscs petty
speculations are the hane of the stamp dealer’s
life, is certuinly not an honor to philately
Fherefore, collectors, as well as dealors, are |
interosted in quelehing the despicable philatelic |
ook, The  advertising dead-beat is  first
wisin to the approval sheet swindler, and is
just as much of'a drag and hindrance to the
scicnce as the latter. The good rale recently
wlopted by some philatelic publishers of re

juiring cash with copy in all cases, promises a
change for the better, mnd it is to be hoped that
sther publishers, who are plodding along in
the ald was, will recognize the merits of this
method, and follow suit,  With few exceptions,

neither one of the three classes, which make up
the pliatelic army, dealers putlishers and
collectors, conduct “their philatelic dealings in
the husiness like manner which would be ex-
pecied,  Certainly no business man  of any
experience whatever would be as trustful and
confiding in the rectitude of his fellow-men as
is the average phitatelist Most  business
men have been tanght by cruel experience that

donot count among cash assets, and
have heen rendered wise therehy, When' will
philutelists learn wisdom, and cease to trust out
their stamps to every Tom, Dick and Harry in
the country

I do not wish to he considered u pessimist or a
cynic; on the contrary, I am an optimist of the
most pronounced ty e, But I am often dis

promises

pHE readers of the CaNADIAN Puita
e WekkLy exouse  the
b 2 shortuess of this week's lettor T
G wlitor desired me to have this on hand
for the fivst issue, and, as 1 had only a few
minntes prior to the closing of the Canadian
mail, it was a case of a little or nothing, so I
decided w little was the best
A certain Albert Stunock and Alfred Thorne
were hrought up before the Bow Street Police
Court recently, charged with unlawfully
obtaining from'a certain London firm of st
dealers approval sheets of stamps, which they
fuiled to veturn  The former lad also stole
from 4 book store an albumn containing 3,000
stamps, valued av €100, They were les go on
pended sentenc
The Auction

st

tome  for 1880, 1801 and
1802, V5 appeared.  The work is, to all ap
pearances, acenrate, and it can be readily seen
that Mr. Skipton has taken great pains in the
Lreparation,

The Brighton and Sussex Philatelic Soiety
has for its Honorary President the Baron de

orms,

The Oxford Philatelic Society has just for
Wil I to the Duke of York a finely tten

up address, congratulating him on his recent
marriage to Princess Vietoria May of Teck,
The exhibition of the stamps of the West
Indies, recently held by the Loudon Phituteli
Socicty, was a success in every way. The ex-
hibit of {. R. H., the Duke of York, was one
of the best,  The exhibits, which commanded

the greatest interest, were the of Messrs
Chambers, Avery, Celdard, Churcher and
Blest

The warket is flooded with Costa Rica's

gusted, and 1 presuime many other philatelists
are also, at the many columins in our journals
which have to be devoed to black lists. It
makes it appear as though we had more than
our share of dishonest «¢ and it does not
tend to give outsiders & very exalted opinion of |
the elass 0§ science of
philately. Any movement which promises to
he of the slightest effect in weeding out these

rsons engaged in the

pavasites should have the hearty support of
every philatelist in the land

It seems to me that i would be a good thing
if there were in America an o1 ganization
similar to the Philatelic Protection Associa
tion of En id 5 and 1 should like to see such

i hody formed,
would be a profitable investment. All
is needed to bring about the much-nec
change is to prosecute a few culprits and make
an example of them, and this could
much better by an association than by any
private individual. O reason  why  the
philatelic crooks are bold is bhecause they
believe themselves to be alwolutely safe,  Once |
let them learn that the stealing of approval
sheots, or stamps of any kind, will be punished
to the full extent of the law, and they will
fields and pastures new. 1 can
reason why the leading dealers of the country
could not form such a protection association
I'he time and money used on it would he noth- |
ing compared with the large sums which could
o suved annually through the ety's efforts.
Why can't something of this kind be done?
Awake, yo dealers, from your lethargy, and
bestic yourself in this matter By organiza
tion yol can drive the philatelic crooks from
their chosen working place.  Why not do it *

Money spent on such a society
that

be done

seck see no

Blotting paper—what some philatelie poets
sueceed in doing,

OF  the 3,000 000,000  Colambian stamps
printed, it is said that little over half have heen
sold. - How many “remainders” will there be
| at this time next year?

now, since the recent acquisition in remainders
was made,

Strange to say, two of our leading
dealers are claiming that they received the
hest reward at the World's Columbian Ex
hibition at Chicag Mr. T. H. Hinton and
Stanley Gibbons, L'td. We are now wonder
ing which of the two firms received the higher
award,

Messes, Williams. Field & Co. were recently
robhed of a valuable album containi amongy
others, the following  stamps : asmania,
strip of B, ved-brown, imperf, and uoused ;
New  South  Wales, 31 green, WAKES ;
Gibraltar set, aml high values of Seychelles and
British South  Afeiea They deseribed the
thief as a handsome youth of <ixtecn sumn
with yes, They afterward su
curing the stolen goods,
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