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POETRY.
DEATH’S FINAL CONQUEST.

The glories of our birth and stale 
Are shadows, not substantial Uhu*s ; 
There is no armour again*' IY«? $
Death lays his icy hands o:. Uv* 

Jpcplrc and Crown 
Sillusl tumble down.

Aid in the dust be eq.ial made 
With the poor crooked scy'he and apode*

Seme men with swords may reap the Mi, 
Aeleluit fresh laurels where tliey kill •

* Bat their strong nerves at lust must yield I 
They tame but one another still,

Early or late,
Tlwer Stoop to Cite,

And must give up tlieir murmuring breath, 
.When they, pale captives, creep to «Fa*.

Th i garlands wither on your brow,
Then boast no more your mighty dvr de j 
Upon death’s purple altar now, ■#
See where the victor victim bleeds.

All head* must come 
To the cold tomb ;

Only the actions of the just
Smell sweet, awl hlotsni in the dil't.

THE iiPVNISIl I.U V. •

mi iront of mdv oUiu hf. r.ksrno.
SAID T.) BE AVTMRXTIC.

.1 strange, an 1 ofton lamentable, |n con- 
lat_'i t'i* influence whicli pii'dir events have 

private fortunes. I do not no»v speak 
i* widows made by war, of the ntlier 

my in I dreadful stifTeriti 5s which that a\v- 
| nirge inflicts upon humanity. The

b i oftflb public des'inies ntrtics upon its 
Las. many a private shallop ; nom time* 
liwf 'V its current, and adorned hv its course 
If bo .city, hut lar more often, afi r ;i ton ; 
MBeision of perils, wrecked an 1 utt uly <t 9.

1 Who, hut a soothsayer, xvoai.l tiav.» s.-eit 
y connexion between the 1'o.tm ; .. II 
it Mcynell, the son of an E 1 'lis'i knight 
1 dame, horn an I bred in Kn gland, nil 
» of Donna Olivia tie Castro, t ie d.m flit r 

■ âS,ianish grandee, whose only mi'ratio is 
d been hetween her fathvi’s castle in Old 
Itile, and his palace at Madrid ? And yet 
"e two persons fixed the* fate of ev'i other’s 
I. And what brought them tijet'ier ? 

■ course of public events.
I Sir Herbert Meynull’s fa'.'ivr iiad been one 
Iflhose gentlemen of knightly families, who 
ln|lit the haredilary kniglithnud, whicli 
l<eei I. eonstitut-d for |> cuniary purposes, 
f ader the title of baronet. He was a favmrit ■ 
ptbeking, and his son ivas hr "I up very

Ëh ahjul the person ofpriii’»* Charles. Sir 
Hart was thns, at the p-rio.l of his lather’s 
h, which liap;nued in the year 162D, 

htbin lie was about two-.m I-twenty years 
U, far from belli g th i roars*, uninstructed, 
Iwninm-rty bum juin, which the men 
by gentlemen of England .il nost uni 
pete at that day. He had been 
M route, and aïnou g the licit 4 . .
p had great natural advantages, and lie h;ul 
laltivatud the n, whether of body or of mind, 
■ the utmost. Accoidingly, »t th * time thut 
psucceeded to the very lar g • pr»p *rty B his 

r, another adrant igc of the egat of 
h be was fully eonsious, he wap6tv of 
lost accomplished g ilhmta of tWebnrt, 

■ which he fixed his r«sid**ime. Coming 
bn the midlan J, he had family conn^ctiei 
lilh the lord of the ascendant, Buckinyham ; 
l»d, although not by office one of his retain- 

Jj*. he was constantly about his peison, and 
Ças considered as one of his most £iYourrd

I Accordingly, when that most extraordinary 
Kpedition, the prince’s journey to Spain, was 

■lived on, Sir Herbert was singled out as 
i of the galaxy of noble and gallant per- 
• who were t > go direct to Spain, and form 

lb.* retinue of the jisince during his residence 
ft Malri J. Buckingham had originally wish­

ed that he aliould accompany them ; but, as 
their escort was literally limited to three—Sir 
Francis Ccttington, Sir Ricburd Graham, and 
Kmlymion I’ortei—this was found to be im­
possible. He went out, however, with Lord 
Denbigh, Lord Kensingtun, Lord Cecil, l.orl 
Howard, and tin: other young nobles who 
firmed the court of the prince at Madrid.

Never, perhaps, was there more youth, 
beauty, wil. we. Ih, nail rani-, con rr t il 
logteher than in ui» (orient. The Duke ol 
Buckingham, whose eminence itself had ori. 
finally arisen from his ail vantages of person, 
was, at this time, in the veiy zenith of man­
hood, and an unpaiJIcled com si* of continued 
success had added all the i*m rihe—the anima­
tion, buoyancy,and brilliancy—which are^the 
usual attendants of good fortune, Th” young 
tt.iM” i..’n who had followed fir j rinc" to 
Madrid, were the very title off i« court. They 
had been singled out with refer -n-e to their 
slnitvy and imposing uualitus; and though 
tin* prince himself already indicated that could 
and reserved temper, which afterwards prov­
ed of so much detriment during the course of 
his ill.fated life, yet it covhl scarcely have 
been possible for Francis I. nr Henri Quatre 
tii have gathered aro* .ml him a retinue more 
distinguished for giaro, vivacity, and I'atrde

But, even a non g llv*', k'ir Herbert 
Maynell stood prominent. IK* was, at this 
time, scarcely tive-an l-twcnty—tall, 'race­
ful, and athletr. in fro:n—wiih the eye of a 
falcon, yet a smile soft, sweet, and p.’U’Jrat- 
in ; as that of a woman ; hr too, under the 
eye of Bnckinghani, with this model of court­
ly grace and ’Tillantry constantly i:i view, tin 
won 1er that he had imbibed much « f that e\. 

<1 IIisite meimer Which even his enemies admit 
Buckingham *0 have possessed, and still less 
wen 1er that he should also have contracted 
some of fiore vices which even his best friends 
heve never denied. Such was Sir Herbert 
M«*yu**ll, at the time fût he arrive I .,t tin* 
c.iurtof Spain, in person and outwai.' 
n r; what he was in heart, the following 
nmative will probably |how t

It was in the month of May, 1(123, that a 
S ;ll-li 'lit was held at Madrid, for t'i * purpose 
cf <'i.playing this national exhibition to t!ie 
Prince of Wales. Splendidly as I‘vie si ow- 
are always got up, especially when honour'd 
bv the royal presence, the 'magtVcivn •? wns 
r •duiVded on tn<* prvaent oec.-siun, ;s may 
very naturally be suppos ’d. And, indued, jf 
th * o ij *ct were to display to t'u- rnglish 
prince an exhibition of Sp uiish charact *r, no 
means so well rah plated lor th** puipo- * rould 
have been chosen, it v. nt. in feed, a little 
farther than was, probably, intended ; for nil 
the points of that character that were display- 
ed, were not, perhaps, qu'tc in ronson ice 
with the ideas of the print -,

Certainly, in thos • days, a public hull-fight 
might lie considered as a condensation, upon 
on * spot, of all th • most prominent parts of 

! tile national disposition in Spain. The love 
of display—not the light, gay, and giddy 
feeling of Frenrhmrn - but the more grave, 
more solid, I bad utmost said solemn—par­
taking rather of the nature of the tournament 
of oi l days than the ball-room of molern 
time—with such feelings did the Spanish 
cafali- rs enter tha arena, dressed splendidly, 
but i.ffidly national,* and, casting un tlieir 
eyes tatth* galleries, loaded with beauty, 
which stretched around the enclosure above, 
await will proudly-swelling hearts, the 
signal which was to give them the opportu­
nity of exhibiting their persons and their 
prowess to such fair beholders.

And these very beauties formed in them­
selves no trivial portion of the exibillon. Ti e 
ladies of the court, accustomed to mix freely 
in so' iety, were there very much us the 
belles of London or Paris go to the opera : but 
the great majority were persons who, exalted 
though they might he in rank, yet, living 
only in private life, were suhjert to the many 
ami minute restrictions which the modes of 
life then prevalent in Spain enforced. Toll cse

• Buckingham's wearing the French costume was 
one of tha first things by which he gave offuurc to 
the court of Spain.

ta bull-fight was a gala looked to with eager­
ness, and enjoyed with delight. With all 
the advantages of dress—placed too in a po­
sition conspicuous, yet, at the same time, not 
painfully so, from Its tieing occupied Ify all 
alike, lew things could be mote dazzling 
than this circle of liveliness and brilliancy. 
The Spanish ladies are, or, at least, then 
were, peculiarly fitted lot this species of ex­
hibition. Less light, lively, and vived than 
tlid Fi ’iii’li, they hrohably shone les» in the 
ball-room or the salon ; put their full, deep, 
Cleopatra-like order of beauty, admirably 
berama a j*osition such #» this, where they 
sat as the arhitresses and re warders of the 
exertions of their preux. There is something 
in the repose of a Spanish woman's counten­
ance, inilicAtinz, as it docs, the slumber of 
profound,fervent, even I'vtce, passion beneath, 
which i-ti/irmev the mind more than almost 
any other description of beauty.

Upon a foreign r, especially, this effect 1» 
strong, and the bold und loose gallants of the 
Kn.'lish court had not looked upon the fair 
Iberians unmoved : and, if report spoke truly, 
tliey had not failed to push the advantages of 
their position to the utmost. These advanta­
ges were many and "real. Not only the ro­
mantic nature cf the prince’s journey had 
tended to draw the curiosity of all Madrid 
up n himself, and -very one belonging to him ; 
but, as they were foreigners, they were sup­
posed to be, to .1 certain extent, privileged 
perrons, and were field excused from many 
of those formalities aril '«••'illations of etiquette 
whi 'h tend >0 much to throw inpediments in 
the way of sp-edy acquaintance. It is possi­
ble. in leed, that this exemption was already 
grant.* f by jierron- who thought that theie 
mi i!:t he worse arrangmenh than for their 
dart liters to accompany the Infanta to Eng­
land, os the wives of the prince’s courtiers. 
Al ill event’», th.to seemed to be a general 
m l *rstanding that the Englishmen were not

, • .. * ra;hly to 1 inform la all niceties 
of N/mivt itiqvit.-—an understanding to 
whi di t!u« young Lidi-s were very willing to 
accede,an I Tic yotin ? / -ntleiirn not at all. It 
may besnpos d, ».»;!■* d, that these last could 
by no means highly approve of such arrange­
ments ; and they baled their visiters, there, 
fo. > with a t ry cordial en I hospitable hatred 
In I «’ed, the chief enjoyment which the rava- 
lit-is pro ! i<ed to themselves in this hull-light, 
was 1'i.itf for once, they would be the sole ob­
jects of attraction, ns tlieir foreign rivals, of 
com*.*, did not « nti-r into the arena, “ ! 
wis.1 to heaven they would,” mutteied one 
of the co iib..tiants ; “ tlv-y world then see the 
dillereitce h.f.veen a inn* Caftillian and those 
northern savages.” Perhaps, it may not be 
considered quite a fair ground of contempt, 
that the foreigners di ! not understand this 
peculiarly Spanish exercise ; but, even in our 
days, the same spirit exists—an Englishman 
despises a Frenchman, because he cannot de­
fend hi'iis'df with his lists, and a Frenchman 
an En ;lish:n n, because he cannot fight with

The Spaniards, in this instanc1*, had reck­
oned without th”ir host. That division of the 
gallery in wjii h the court snt, attracted more 
eyes than efer court nt hull-fish* had done 
lie far* ; and it not unnatural tr attribute 
this to the presence of tha prince and Buck­
ingham, nml of the gallant retinue by w hich 
they were attended. The feats in the arena 
were as dangerous, as skilful, and as gallant 
as usual ; but the interest of the fair spectators 
in the vicissitudes of the li^ht was fur less 
keenly excited. The cavaliers were furious, 
hut it was quite natural—for bull-lights they 
saw frequently ; hut piince<-eirant and tlieir 
train forro«*d a sight most unusual indeed.

Th«* En gliimen themselves, however, were 
warmly interested by the line end daring 
spectaclcxvbich was passing before their eyes. 
As for its being rruel also, few people think 
the worse ef any sport for that, even now. 
But then the very meniin c of the term was 
not known bv the great. Meyncll alone saw 
but little of the fight. The hull made a 
splendid first ruth, ami os Sir Herbert was 
moving onward to get a fuller view of what 
would next happen, his eye lighted upon an 
object which put hull', and cavaliers, and

matudotes mil of bis In ad in an instant. It 
was a young lady of about eighteen. She was * 
sealed just outside the space enclosed for the 
court and its followers. Being a little in front 
of where Meynell had been standing, he had 
notol)S’*iveil her till, as he was moving for­
ward. apart ef his dress becoming hitched 
upon the rail, he turned back to disengage it ; 
and then his eyes resteil full upon the loveliest 
face which, till then, tliey had ever beheld. 
The English rrurt was, in the reign of James 
I., undoubtedly remarkable for the degree of 
lieauty.which adorned it. But Meynell felt 
in an instant that any thing so lovely as this 
he had never seen. ' A picture of this ladv 
hancs in the gallery at Arlescot-hall ; but it 
is, in several respects, different from what she 
was rt this time. There Was health as well as 
beauty in the cheek : and, in lieu of that 
deep imd desolate sadness which strikes every 
one so vividly as existing in the eyes of that 
picture, there were the brightness and p.ii- 
mation of an unclondcii spirit, and the pride 
of a beauty, a noble, und a Spaniard—miti­
gate! and qualified, however, by an expres­
sion both of sensitivem > and kindly feeling. 
She was speaking at the moment Meynell first 
caught siirlit of her, and ponding out some­
thing in tlu- arena tr a lady, who appeared to 
he her mother. The sweet, soft, end musi­
cal lone of her voice—the beaity of her Bps 
as they moved in speaking, a id displayed, 
from time to time, the exquisite teeth within 
—the formation of the rounded and delicate 
arm, as it was outstretched in the act of point- 
in'—.-.ml, almost above all, the hand itself 
that pointed—-the whole picture, in short, . 
struck Meynell with the keenest admiration 
and delight—he stopped short, and, after a 
few moment.’, drew near to the roil—and sat 
down within a few paces of this enchanting

Sir Herbert hid, undoubtedly, ht en, to use 
.1 he.no!y lut expressive phrase, somewhat 
taken a-hark hv the su !den view of a creature 
so inexpressibly lovely. Hut he wr«> not » 
man to lose his self-|«ossession—or, at least, 
nat speedily to regain it—even under such 
circumstances os these. lie looked, and look­
ed airain—to ascertain whether his first glance 
had deceived him : on the contrary, the more 
lie gazed, the more he admired.. His thoughts 
ran back to the memory of the English beau­
ties whom he had wooed—hut hone could, 
compare with this peerless Spaniard. He 
scanned the peculiar points of her national 
beauty, and thought them so many ingredients 
of perfection.

filet null was not a man to let ids admira­
tion long remain unknown to its object. “ I 
Will wait,” thought he, “ a liftlc while for 
an opportunity to accrst hot—anil, if it does 
not occur, I will make one.” Jt did occur, 
however, and that speedi y.

The combat had been going on for some 
time, eagerly gazed upon bv the lady, but 
not in the least looked r.t by Sir Herbert, who 
on the contrary, was occupied m watching 
the variations of her speaking face, cl the 
events in th* arena below fluctuated. On a- 
sudden she turned pale as death, and uttered 
an exclamation amounting to a scream—anc, 
at the same moment, there seemed to be a 
strong movement of rnxiety and horror per­
vading the* assembly. Meynell looked up, 
and saw that thebulf vas making a furious 
rush at a cavalier, whose hoisc was despe­
rately wounded, ami who was himself hurt. 
From the incapacity of the horse to mow* 
quickly, the destruction of the rider seemed 
inevitable ; and, just as he disappeared from 
the eight cf Meyncll, inconsequence of com­
ing too near to the gallery in which he sat lot 
his eve to reach the ground, it was evident 
that the cnvaliei was falling from his hmse 
bar k-wards, the hull having already reac rd 
and attacked it In front. ‘ The la"dy leaned 
hack in her scat, and covering her face with 
her hands, trembled violently. Meynell sprang 
forwards, and, with some little difficulty, 
reached the ed go of the gallery. He wae just 
in time to behold the rescue of the cavalier. 
The bull had already stooped to gwe him, 
when one of his comrades, rushing in ct full 
speed, wounded (he bull, and drew him rffto 
another part of the arena.


