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By Alfred E. Street,

“Jehovah—wondered that there was no
intercessor."—Ts. 59, 18,

The following is mot a literary presen-
tation. Tt has grown out of the writer’s
experience in addressing churches, and
the reception that has been accorded the
truths here presented has revealed the
need for their more general diffusion.

Christ did not command us to pray the
Tord of the harvest that he send forth
misstonaries, but “laborers” The differ-
ence Ia intentional for there are oth-
ers just as y a8 {nei fes.
(“Missionary” is the Latin form of the
Greek “Apostle.” meaning “One Sent.”)

Those harvest hands who directed
veach the souls of men and eave them
oan be divided generally into (1) Native
Workers, and in all countries the burden
of evangelization rests upon them; @
Missionaries, who are no longer needed
when the natives have learned all they
ean teach (some centuries aso thev
finished thelr worE among the Fnglish.)
(3) Intercessors, who give their time and
strength to the distinet work of definite
intercessory prayer.

Of these three classes, if comparison is
possible among things all of which are
necessary, the Tntercessor is most im-
portant hecause he is working at the very
root and foundation of all harvest anc-
cess. and. in so far as man is responsible,
his faithfulness determines the success of

all other.
Definition. .

‘An TIntercessory Foreign Missionary is
a “laborer” who eannot so in person to
the foreign fiel, but who has set him-
self apart to prav for the definite details
of the foreign missionary work. He only
ia entitled to the name who enters unon
an engagement to work for definite fields:
an engagement as real as an annointment
hv a foreion mission hoard. His strik-
ing mecularities are that he is workine
in the realm of “the heavenlies” instend
of amone visible men, and that there arve
no restrictions as to the number who can
he intercessore. tn the nlace of their re-
sidences, or to the varietv, sween av;d

completenees of the results plished.

who submit to him. Tt follows that men
must go in person, as Jesus came to the

possible by prayer.

(b) Because prayer based on God's
word is the only weapon man can uee to
touch the invisible foe.

We can reach a Chinaman by speaking
face to face with him, but we can strike
the spiritual Prince only by way of the
place “above where Christ is” ever liv-
ing to make int if An pect
of Foh. 6 shows that the end of nuttine
on the armor of God is to Prav for all
the saints, but emecially for Paul who

p ta his missionary s. This
armor is not for selfish protection but to
enable us to “stand” and like Moses,
Aaron and Wur, by supplieation eive
vietory to those fighting Amalek. Jesus
did not call upon the twelve legions of
angels but upon his discinles, and that
they should watech with him in prayers
while he fonght the invisible foe. and in
this has shown the wav for all who
“fight the fight of faith.” Even now it
is by intercession that he continues the

(¢) Because the missionary on the field
eannot alone do his work.

When the intercessors’ hands ffall
Amalek prevails on the mission field to-
dav. The enemy is strong. Jesuns refus
ed to bow down to Ratan, but the heathen
bow and worship. therefore the blackness
of darkness hroods over those landa. a
stiffing. choking power of death. There,
a Christian is like a diver at the bottom
of the sea.

Tn Christian countries praver is con-
tinually offered for the pastor aad for
every detail of the work of the church,
special meetings are held to pray for a
revival. Tn open-air meetings, while one
in sneaking, others are praying. Fxactly
in the same way one or two missionaries
alone along thousands or millions need
other persons to nray definitely while
they work or speak. Only the need is
more urgent as the bottom of the sea is
more dangerous than the air, just as
there are more deaths “on. the firing
line” than in the guiet of the home.

The body of Christ does not consist of
each one of us individually, but of all

Ity for

That mission field which has the largest
rumber of missionaries (faithful interces-
sors), whose mames are mot in the pub-
lished listsa will alwavs be the most sue-
cesafullv harvested. This s so.

(») Beesrse of the nature of minsionary
activity.

Epr. 6. 1020

isely and

reveals the facts clearly,
commisbely, showing thel
we are not primarily overcoming the pre-
jndices and superstitions of men,

“nrincipalities, powers, worldsulers of
this darkness—sniritual hoats of wicked-
ness in the heavenlies” which are various
grades of rulers organized into invisible
kinedoms of darkness. In Dln._lo some

ther, and if a missionary is left with-
out sufficient aid in prayer, he suffers,
limps, stumbles. Some have even fallen
away. He may succeed in fighting his
way to the very presence of God and re
ceive blessings unspeakable, but meanwhile
the heathen perish and God tells us that
their blood is to be required at the hands
of those who did net do their part.
(Fzek, 33. 14.)

What Can be Done by Intercessors

(a) A host of intercensors can be
speedily enlisted for this war.

() Fnough missionaries and money
::lhh(md really to accomplish our

(¢) Suitable men can be sent as mis-
jonarien and th

of these nri litiea are by
name: “Prince of Greece” “Prince of
Oersia,” “Kines of Persia.” ete., while
Christ calls the head of all these king
doms the “Prince of the Wor'd.” Other
forcen are revealed in “the Lorses and
chaniots of fire round about Elisha” and
the “twelve lezions of aneels” mentioned
bv Jesus. Thua revelation shows

sionary activity to be a spiritual war
between the forces of Christ and those
of Batan, not man trying to reform and
civilize man, This war is waged for the
possession of living men and through the
medium of living men. Christ seeks men
to be “members of His body” while Sat-
an “enters” the hearts of men so that each
works out his purposes $hrough the men

" itable can be pre-
vented from making the mistake of going.
Such mistakes have in the past cost
many lives and thonsands of dollars. They
ean be prevented by the Lord of the
harvest only when he is asked to do so.
Fven Christ himself praved all night be-
fore he chose the first twelve missionar-
jes. (Tt in a significant fact that there
is no distinet command for man to send
forth missionaries. That work was done
by Ohrist himself and then hy his Snirit
when he chose Paul and Barnahas. When
they tried to choose fellow workers they
quarrelled over the choice. The com-
mand is to pray.)

(d) Many urgent questions of general
missionary policy can be ‘woived only

.other way: the unspeakable

tthrough mugh prayer.

(e) Individual heathen can be prayed
for by name and thus saved.

(f) A native minlstry can be raised up
and maintained.

(g) Revivals can continually spring up
on the foreign fields.

(h) Fresh fillings of the Foly Spirit
ean be given to overburdened mission-
aries.

(j) The health and strength of mission-
aries can be maintained under the severe
strain of their physical and social sur-
roundings.

(k) Tonely missionaries, those without
many friends, can be cheered and help-
ed until their usefulness is many times
mnltiplied. .

Fxperience has repeatedly shown that
the believing prayer of one humble in-
terceasor at home can bring about a re-
vival on the foreign field and save thou-
sands. The experience of one miasionary
was that as far as man can see results he
was able to do more for the heathen toil-
ing as an intercessor in America than
while he was among the heathen without
intercessors pleading for him.

How to do the Work of an Intercessor.

(a) Decide deliberately that thie in-
tercession is to be a regular binding duty.

(h) Select fixed days, hours, times and
moke them take precedence, as far as
possible of all other engagements,

(¢) Begin humbly letting experience en-
large and guide,

(@) Wait on the Tord of the harvest
for directions as to what part of the
field you are to belong to.

(e) Learn the names of all missionaries
of all connections in your field and pray
for them by name,

() Do not pity the missionary or conm-
dole with him, but give him your sym-
pathetic help.

() Write to the missionaries you are
praying for, asking pointedly what their
difficulties and needs are. Tell them you
do not want something bright and newsy,
but something dark and discouraging.
and that when they are worm out yon
want them to drop you a postal telling
you that, so that you ecan pray them
strong again. ¢

(h) Pray for every meed or condition
that you can learn about. This article
is only suggestive.

(j) Form the habit of letting God im-
press upon you the things to pray for, He
will do it

(k) Not many words are needed, but
much time must be spent in “waiting”
upon Him, the very silence calling for
His will to be done, Silence enables one
to draw very near to God. “We know
not how to pray as we ought” and we
must let “the Spirit himself make inter-
cessfon.”

(1) Study and practtoe the art of pray-

ing until yon are an expert in it,
Hible furnishes its laws and examples

which can be worked out bv natient
practice only, just Iﬂ(‘e any other ait.
Warnings.

Some may be tempted to cherish a mb-
tle, hidden feeling that bv doing thia

. work they are confering a favor on some

one by helping. Not at all. Tt i the
favor s
granted you of sharing the burden of in-

. tercension dailv carried by the risen man

Christ Jesus in heaven.

A newly arrived missionary cannot vote
for the first year, as so much has to be
learned before he can do so intelligently.
In the same way, one

missionary

beginning as an in-
to consider




