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bed ; her sufferiuga have been yery dread-

ful. But she wants for nothing here; she

has every attention, every comfort,—and

Faith sat up with her all last night."

" I suppose that she has plenty of pray-

ing and preaching too," said Ninon, with a

scornful emphasis which told how little she

would value such religious exercises her-

self.

" Monsieur le Pasteur has seen the suf-

ferer often; but I scarcely think that he

makes any impression upon her," answered

Marie gravely. Madame and Faith pray

much for her, I know, and will not give up

all hope for her soul, -especially after some

words that she uttered last night. But

where there has been hypocrisy for years,"

continued Marie, "who can say whether

there be real penitence, when the dying in

their agony cry out for that mercy from God

which they themselves never showed 1"

" Surely I have seen that wretched crea-

ture's face before!" exclaimed Madame

Parrocca, leaning forward to obtain a nearer

vie^. of the patient whom she was approach-

iug. "But no; I must be mistaken,—it is


