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M elty, Dr. Mooro/eoaToaod aa laqaoat to laqairo lato, —i If |kmlooro, (

Dr. Ml

JaoluoB, Jowollor ; Tboauo W^bb, Morehaat ; W. Hlfglaooa, Mrrohaat

;

Oterloa Prlddlo, Morohaat : Joha BIrroIl, WholoM^o Morobaat; H. B. B. Alio/, Morohaat
{

Wat. Bogg, Aldorauui; A. J. MeDoaaldjlforehaat ; Wa; Biaooa, Morohaat: Joha Boattii^
Morohaat: Joha Abrahaa, Morohaat; Wa. 8. Salth, Morehaat; Robort Bold, Moroh*at;
ThooMO WUmb, Morohaat; W. T. Bruatoa, Ajiethmoor aad Yalaator; V. A. Mlt«l|ill,

DraMtotj B, Wataraaa, Morohaat ; Ada* Hopo, WhokMlo Mivohaat, aad W. Oovioa.
Mr. Bogg wao oboooa Ohalmaa.
Tho laTootigatloa whioh foUowod waa of tho aoot Marohlag and palnitaMag oharactor,

•ztoadlag ovor oovoral daji, aad oadlag frldar oroaiag tho 0th Boptoabor. Tot aothlag

WM olloitod toadlag to throw aay light apoa tho origia of tho flro. Pooolbly it aight havo
booB tho work of an iaooadiary, whooo objoot waa plnidor { oortalaly it eoald sot havo boon
•adMd by an aooidoat flroa otoTM, for no llfo had* boon otod on olthor MeOoaoicli *
Koat'i or Movlo'i proaiioa for aoatha, aad tho orldoaoo ioto forth that thoro wai to ukill-

koed that tho ooaiagratioa had ariaaa flroa poataaoows ooabaatloa. Bat oao valaaUo
Ami was olieitod by tho iaTootigatioo, aad that waa that aot a ohado of nsplote omOd bo
lalaad agaiaat tha oharaotar of tho Ira in qnoatioa. Tha oridoaoo addaood waa ao hit ami
traightforward, tho oxplaaatioas glvonby tho priaeipala and thoir aaolataata woro of to

eloar aad MtlsflMtory a oharaetor that tho broath of olaador waa at oaoo apprasMd. Not
oao of tho Jory who aat oa tho eaao, probably for a aoaMSt inapootod that tka iro waa tho

act of anyoao ooaaootod with tho Bra, aad aabooqaoat inqalry groatly tiatgthaaad that

ooaviotion In tbo publlo alnd. Indood, thoro was ao aotlvo Unt ooiUd bo ftraad fhr sooh
an aot on thoir part. Tho ftra was woaltht, tholr stock hoaTy and woU-assorta^ thsir orodit

of tho Irat class, and thoir bosinsss, largo, laeroasiag, and IncratlTO. Thsy had aothlaf to

gain by a Iro, bat, on tha contrary ororythlhg to loso by a loos of bosiasss aad n spssti .

whoa thoao flwta bacasM gonaraUy kaowa, people osasod to look Ibt any rsassa that ssifhi
haTo indaood tbo MoaaDuaiaii ttvm wrrns rathsr thaa flroa winouT. Bat aaothor tIsw of
ths qaastlon Qoaplotely dostroyo aay aotivo that adght bo sapposod to aotaats aa
nraanHAaiSH m thsir parts. ThoirstookatthotiBoortholrsiaproTOBbytlMirboahS|Mid
tho OTldoBco 0^ thoir assistants, to bars boon at llMUt fM,000, whlla tha tnsoraaos oa tho
stock was bat $8B,<NM>—thas soou $30,000 of Mods woro ontkoly nnt»otootl^la sasa ol ft

flro. As it wi^, bat for tho groat oxortions of tho handrcdo of psoplo, •wh^pirMrwflUag
hands, roaoTM asany thonsaad dolbtrs wtfrth of goods flroa tho Datafaig pNMsss, Msssis.

McDoBoagh A Koat anst hhTO boon tromondoas losors. Thsir loso was aot corosod by tho

ousting- poUolos by 980,000, for thoir stock dsstroyod aaooatod to 9M|000. Ths,
hypotboSis, then, that tho flro was in any way canaod or instigated by McDonongh ft Kent
la attorly bass, as tho abacaco bf Monra alone preelades tho possibility of saoh s ehargo
holding the light of, day for a siagla mlnato. It woald be propostaroas to sappoae that

a fira of the well-known wealth aad coBaereial standing of Meaars. McDoaoagh A Kaat|
and holding a stock of goods insorod bat for aboat 65 cents on ths dollar, shoald caoso tho

destraetion of their own property; each an Idsa woald bo sooated by orery intalUgeat

la the coaaanlty.^
After the iaqoest, which oeeadbd sereral days, had beea teraiBatod, and

McDoaoagh A Koat bad tiae to rsTioV tholr poeitfoa, their next stev^waa natnrally ta la^
aroaad aad see what waa nooessary w be done, tbov fonhd the ooadltieas of the laoMaee
poUeieli, except' the Prorineial, reqnired thoa to doliTor an aeoonnt of their loss, la dttaU,

within foartsen days after tiie fire. The fldlare to deliver this stateasnt on ths pari or tha
insnrod witbin foartsen days woald hoTo tia effect of relsaslag the Goapaales frtna all

liability. This aost anfidr and one sided condition, tho Aaerieaa Ooapaaksdobig boslBSSs

,
hsre nerer take adrantaga of, as it is apparent that whether aa accoant is dellT^^ la 14

or 30 days can in no way tUjhct the aorits of the aeooont, but the Ooavaalss that had
Insarod McDoaoagh A Kent 4eteraInod not to waits that eottdltloa of the insnraaea. Oa
ths otbsr hand the insarod nsTcr fbr aaoasat saspected that there woald bo aqy hadtatloa

oa the part of the Oonipaaiea to settie their loss la a straijghtfbrward aaaiMn aad, least of
all, that they woald refoso tbea necossaiy-tbae for the prspatation of their eMia. Bo after

the flro, lastsad of taming their attention to the proof of their loss, they wore engafod as

witnsssss and otborwise at the Coroner's Fire Inqosst, esUod, no doabt, fflrectiy orudueetly
at the iostigatioB of the Insaranee Ooaponies to discoter. If possible, the eaase of the Are,

or, aa often happens, to flad soao plaasible reason by which payment of aa InsonOiee aay
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booTadod. for audaya of the ftmrtooB allowed for tho preparatloa of the panlealan of tho^

loss, the attoatkm of Meaars. MoDoaoagh A Kent was dtvertod to the flro Inqiest, the

lasaraaoe Ageats ^Tlag no iatiBatioa that thoj weald hold tbsm strictly to tiao ia ths
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