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This can be done in the followinp two ways:

—

1. Soil fruni an old alfatfa field is spattered on the land, ^'

pared, and harrowed in. The soil used slioidd bo scraiicd fr.

old iflliilta fio'.d. and still .seattorcd over tlie land, pripand for a

to •Will pound to the acre.

It must not be allowed to dry up in the sun, before beinij soatterc

in, as then it.s inooulatinp power may be dostro.ved.

Should old alfalfa soil not he ihcaply availalile. tlcii soil from a sweet clovir tield,

if aeeessible, ean be used with the same effeot.

i- When soil inoculation, as deseribed above, is impraetioable *lie bacteria can be

inciirporated with the soil throuirh the medium of the alfalfa seed sown. In this case

the seed is treated, immediately before sowing, by an artiricial culture, called nitro-

culture.

This can be obtained free, with directions as to its use. upnn ajiplication to the

Division of Botany, Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa. When asking' to be supplied

with nitri-culture the applicant should state how many pounds of seed are to be

inoculated.

SEED AXD SEEDING.

QUALITY OK SKKO AND VAIilKTY.

For the best results with alfalfa, the quality of tlie seed is of the proatest

importance.

Not only is it nc<'cssary to use well fil'ed plump seed of stroni; vitality ami free

from impurities, but still more so to use seed of a variety adapted to the Canadian
clim:ite.

It is absolutely necessary to use seed of a variety able to withstand the winter
without being partly or wholly killtu.

The safest varieties, available commercially at prc-i nt. are Grimms alfalfa and
Ontario Variesrated alfalfa. Still better is hometrrnwn -led. i.e., seed proilii.id in

the liome district, because such seed has been produced by plants wliich, by rcn .,u of

their very existence, have proven themselves able to survive and thrive.

WITH OR WITIIOIT A M'RSK ( Rop.

Alfalfa can be sown with a mirse cro]) or withmit. Wlietlier it shfinld lie >own

with a nurse crop or not depends hirirely on the stiitc of fertility of tlie land :iim1 the

climatic conditions. As a rule a nurse crop shuilil be used only when the soil i~ rich

in ii'aiit food and humus, and the climatic conditions known to be in fav^'ur of alfalfa

jrriiwiii(T •'' tricts or on soil where SDiiie fiifficulty in >tartimr alfalfa has been

experic ' -e crop should be used.

I" .vard Island: Nova Scnfia, New Brunswick. (Juebee and Eastern

Ontari t ' advisable t.i sow without a nurse crup on land of average fertility.

Time of Seeding,

If sown with a nurse crop tlie si^cd should be «.owm in the spriiiff with n"t mire

than one bushel of early maturing barley or spriiipr wheit.

If no nurse crop is u^ed, the seed can be sown any time from the sprinu' to the

beginninK of Aufrust. dcpi'ndinir upon conditions. Sowin? too early in the spring,

when the ground is fctill wet and cold, is not advisable.

Methods of Seeding.

When sown with a nurse crop tlie seed is sown from the grass seed attachment of

the grain drill.

When sown without a nurse crop, the .seed ean be sown broadcast either by hand

or from the grass fcced attachment to the grain drill. It can also be sown in drills

from the grain tubes of the ordinary seeder. In the latter case the seed should be


