
Thr n.'urovv tail fin cxtciKh, forward on the undrrjudr Hl.onf otif^-
half th(- JmmIv longth. 'I'Ik- sralfs arc very small, iiirorispicnoiis and
do not (Hfrlap. Tlic colour is brownish, mottled with olive and
hlack, with the scales appearinc as small lijiht dots. In the young
specimens the olive predominates arxl the black is pronounced,
appearing; as reticulaticm. . The dorsal fin is also marked with
black, particularly in the yoiuiji.

NAMK
The x'icutific name of the fi>h is Zonrrrs aiuinillnns (I'cck).

ZtKirrrs is a (Ireek word meaning viviparous, that is, giviiiK birth
to livinc yoinift. AiKjuiUoris is the l,atin cfiuivaienl for "like an
eel." \iiri(tus conunon names such as muttonfish. eelpoul, conger-
eel, rock-eel, ling, etc., hav(> been given. For m.arket [)urj)oses it

is suggested that th(> name muttonlish be used. The word eel i.s

applied becau.se of the somewhat siiperliciai r(>semblaiicc of the
bfidy to that of an eel. in the gradual tapering of the l)odv po.steri-
orly and the long, low dors.al fin; possibly also because of the
twisting eel-like movements which the fish goes through when
brought out of the water on a hook. The head, at least in the
older individuals, bears no resemblance to that of an eel and the
t wo fish are in no way relati>d.

DISTRIBUTION

The muttonfish is fouod along the Atlantic coast from the
zulf of St. Lawrence to New Jersey and occasional! v as far south as
North Carolina. During the summer it is abundant along our
Canadian coast on the north coast of New Brunswick and the
outer coast of Nova Scotia, and fairly abundant in the Hay of
Fundy and Passamaquoddy l)ay. It comes close in shore during
the sunmier and may be taken with hand lines, seines, trawls, etc.
(ireat numlvers have been reported in lobster traps in IMiramiehi
bay. In the fall it apparently migrates into the outer deeper
waters, as do many other fish, for example, flounders, for set lines
put out in I'ass.amaquoddy bay throughout the winter of li)IS 19
tailed to secure any specimejis. Further evidence of this is given
by the rerord of a specimen 2") inches long taken in a shrimp trawl
in the bay of Fundy at a depth of .)() fathoms on April <), l!U8.
During the summer the muttonfish are generally taken at depth.^
up tf) 1.") fathoms and even to HO fathoms in some iocalities, on every
variety of bottom.

I.IKK-HISTORY

The Furopean muttonfish or viviparous lilenny {Zonnm
viv}pnrus /..), gives birth to living young during the winter months.
It is presumed that our American muttonfish has similar habits


