2 SPECIAL LEGISLATION
where, by violent death, the King has lost
a subject.

At all events, whatever may have been
the commencement of the office and the
etymology of the name, it is certain that
coroners existed in the time of King
Alfred the Great, and the office has been
continued down to this day, with slight
changes as to:details, but the principal ob-
ject being still, as it was then, to inquire
into the canses of violent deathe.




