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0 IBM PS/2 Model 25-286

The Computer
* 80286 Microprocessor
* Colour VGA Display
48MB Hard Disk Drive (non-BMm)
* 1IMB Memory
* Serial and Printer port
Real time clock
e IBM Mouse
* Enhanced Keyboard
e IBM DOS V4.01
(License ONLY)

with Panasonic 24 Pin Printer
and printer cable

Computer System
Only

$2,415

with HP DeskJet 500
and printer cable

* 80386SX Microprocessor
* 60MB Hard Dsk D1V (non-18M) * 2MB Memory
* 12" Colour VGA Display ¢ IBM DOS V4.01

7 with Panasonic 24 Pin Printer
and printer cable

$ 4,039

Computer System
Only

$ 3,715

* 16MHz clock speed

with HP DeskJet 500

and printer cable

$ 4,265

Sale .*“'ln 26. 1991. Orders must be in by April 17, 1991, While qunntlty lasts. Prices Bubject to change without notice.

Wednesday, March 20, 1991

Pro-choice not pro-abortion

Women’s autonomy

by Sue Pennypacker

A while ago, I wrote about bill C-43,
the proposed abortion law. Fortu-
nately, that column had to be can-
celled because the bill was defeated
in the Senate. The lack of a law,
however, does not mean that the bat-
tle is over. The pro-choice movement
still has a lot of work to do.

Before 1 go any further, I should
clarify my understanding of the pro-
choice movement. My definition is
by no means exhaustive, but it may
help to clear up some misconcep-
tions. To be pro-choice is not to be
pro-abortion. A woman may, in fact,
be opposed to abortion for herself,

but can still support the right of

other women to make this choice.

In general,
women's autonomy. Within the con-
text of the pro-choice movement,
this means that women must be able
to control their bodies: including
sexual orientation, sexual activity,
and the right to have or not to have
children.

Since the demise of bill C-43, fed-
eral Justice Minister Kim Campbell
has indicated that she doesn't plan to
put forward any new legislation to
criminalize abortion.

This is good news in the sense that
there will be no legal ramifications
for receiving or providing an abor-
tion. On the other hand, however.
access to  safe abortion is  not
ensured.

The federal government seems to
have abdicated its responsibility and
pushed a contentious problem into
the hands of the provinces and the
medical community. The pro-choice
movement has to work on many
fronts to ensure equitable access to
abortion.

Justice Bertha Wilson. in Regina
vs. Morgentaler states that the crim-
inalization of abortion. *is a direct
interference with [a woman’s] physi-
cal person . . . Wilson also says that
“[a woman| is the passive [recipient |
of a decision made by others as to
whether her body is to be used to
nurture a new life.”
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the issue is that of

The dissent
of (wo)man

While one would think that this
type of exploitation would end with
the demise of the original law on
abortion (sec. 251 of the Criminal
Code) and bill C-43. this has not
been the case. The fact that the
majority of hospitals across Canada
still refuse to perform abortions
shows that autonomy is still not in
the hands of women.

The decision to have an abortion
is not that of the hospital, the doctor,
or the nurses; it belongs to the
woman.

By limiting the ability to obtain
abortions, the medical community
usurps the autonomy of women.
Therapeutic abortions must be
treated like any other routine proce-
dure. The morals and values of the
doctor cannot be imposed on a deci-
sion which is so individual and pri-
vate in its essence. We need a non-
Judgemental (at least outwardly)
medical community which does not
evaluate decisions in any way except
medically.

I hope that the pro-choice move-
ment is able to continue its discourse
with society. Canadians cannot be
allowed to rest on their ignorance
about the reality of access to abor-
tion. The notion that abortions are
casily obtained and that the medical
community is unbiased needs to be
challenged. Apathy on the part of
ourcommunity and our government
cannot be tolerated.

The battle for the autonomy of
women is frustrating, heartbreaking,
and never-ending. Every time. we
think the job is done, a new facet of
the problem emerges. I hope that we
will all have the strength to see this
through.
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